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FIRST OP THAT NAME, AND FIRST PRINCE DE CONDE. 

Born Mat 7, 1530. Eilued March 18, 1569. 
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CHAPTEK V. 

1568—1569. 

First Tiolations of the Edict of Peace. — Cond^ withdraws to Noyere. — 
Measures taken for his impoyerishment and disarmament. — Grievances of 
the Catholics.— ' The affair of La Kochelle.'— The inhabitants of La 
Kochelle invite Cond^ to command them.— Action and movement of the 
Catholic powers. — Position of the Court of France; concentration of 
troops in Bourgogne ; orders given to Tavannes. — Flight of Cond^ and of 
the ChAtillons with their families (Aug. 23, 1568). — Perilous passage of 
the Loire. — ^The number of the fugitives increases; they reach La 
Kochelle (Sept. 29) ; their welcome by the burgesses. — Junction of 
Cond^ and the Queen of Navarre. — Plan of operations, confined for the 
present to the west ; first steps towards organization ; negotiations and 
manifestoes, — Concentration of the Royal troops in Anjou; fight on the 
banks of the Loire; defeat of D'Andelot. — Cond^ relieves D'Andelot's 
troops and captures Augouleme. — His intention of marching eastward to 
relieve D^Ader and crush Montpensier, who was imprudently entangled 
in P^rigord. — ^Whilst Cond^ remains in Saintonge, Idontpensier defeats 
D'Acier (November). — Monsieur takes the field with twenty-seven thou- 
sand men ; Cond^ marches to meet him with nearly thirty thousand. — The 
vanguard are engaged at Pamprou, between Poitiers and Niort. Cond^ 
by mistake comes upon the camp of Monsieur ; indecisive engagement of 
Jazeneuil (Nov. 16).— In the night Cond^ sets out towards the Loire, in 
order to gain possession of one of the bridges. — He captures Mirebeau 
without resistance, and arrives before Saumur. — Capture of Saint-Florent ; 
ferocity of both parties ; pillage of Noyers. — Cond^ is recalled into Poitou 
to the aid of Loudun. — The two armies are compelled, by the severity of 
the weather, to go into winter quarters before they have met (December). 
— ^Financial position of the Protestants ; measures taken to hasten their 
reinforcements. — In the month of February 1569, Monsieur posts himself 
at Montmorillon, and thus cuts off all the communications of the Pro- 
testants. — Cond^, not receiving any reinforcements, and being increasingly 
harassed by the Boyal troops, marches towards the Charente, en r<nde for 
Quercy, in search of the ' Viscounts.' — Monsieur, having taken Ruffec, 
marches leisurely down the left bank of the Charente, and throws out 
strong detachments along the right bank. — Skirmish between the van- 
guards. — The Admiral hopes to attract the Royalists to the right bank 
above Angoul^me, and thus to leave free the road to the south. — Cond^ 
arrives at Chirac (March 10) ; all is in readiness to cross the Charente 
next day. — ^Monsieur has preceded him on the left bank. — He occupies 
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LOUIS DK BOURBON. 

Ch&teauneuf and menaces Cognac (March 10 and 11). — Cond^ appears 
resolved to return northwards, in order to cross the Loire and join the 
Due de Deux-PontSy hut does not act with sufficient thoroughness or 
promptitude. — ^He extends his quarters towards Saint-Jean-d'Angely ; the 
order to march on the ISth is giyen. — During the night of the 12th the 
Catholics pass the Charente hefore Chateauneuf. — The right hank of the 
nyer presentB three good positions hetween Chateauneuf and Triac. — 
Battle of Jamac. — On the 13th, at dajhreak, the Catholics had passed the 
river, and had occupied the first of the three positions without striking a 
blow. — Whilst the Admiral is rallying his men, they occupy Bassac. — 
Coligny requests the assistance of Cond^. — D'Andelot recaptures Bassac, 
but is driven out once more ; the Protestant left is about to be turned ; 
they are thrown back upon Triac. — Condd appears at the Admirars 
summons. — He arrives on the field with three hundred horse ; his leg is 
broken. — ^He sends the Admiral to attack on his left, and charges Mon- 
sieur's centre. — ^The Protestant right is dislodged, Coligny beaten, and 
Cond^, after a valiant resistance, is surrounded, captured, and assasdnated. 
— The Protestant army rallies in a few days, not having sustained great 
lossea — Criticism on the conduct of Coligny and Cond^ on that day. — 
Effect produced by Condi's death. — ^Treatment of hb remains. — R^sum^ of 
his life. 



CHAP. 
V. 

1568 

First vio* 
lations of 
the Edict 
of Peace. 



Ip, in accepting the treaty of Lonjumeau, Cond^ had 
cherished any delusive expectations, they were destined 
to be of brief duration, and there occurred almost imme- 
diately a violation of the Edict of Peace, which aroused 
his first indignation. Among the commissioners. Catholic 
and Protestant, who had been sent to Toulouse for its 
registration, was one of the Prince's equerries, named 
Eapin, who had been condemned to death at Toulouse 
at the time of the first civil disturbances, but whose 
person ought to have been secured from all molestation 
both by the protection of two amnesties and by the very 
nature of his present mission. Nevertheless, the Parlia- 
ment, setting aside all these considerations, caused him 
to be arrested and executed. Upon the urgent remon- 
strances of Cond^, the King promised to bring the matter 
before his council. But the promise ended in nothing, 
and this audacious violation of law remained unpunished. 
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VIOLATIONS OP THE EDICT OP PEACE. 

The Parliament of Toulouse, still persisting in its chap. 
attitude, waited for four letters of injunction before it 
would register the Edict of Peace ; nor did it even then 
obey the order till, with closed doors, it had imposed its 
own conditions. 

In some places the terms of the treaty were still more 
grossly set at nought. The majority of the governors of 
provinces refused to tolerate any practice of Protestant 
forms of worship. Murders, and even massacres, occurred 
in several districts. Coligny and D'Andelot were unable 
to exercise the powers with which they had been in- 
vested. Ciond^ himself, although officially reinstated in the 
government of Picardie, was unable to enforce obedience 
to the authority of Senarpont, his lieutenant-Q^n^ral, 
although the latter had held office before the commence- 
ment of the troubles,^ The Prince was anxious to ascer- 
tain the real state of things in this province ; and he had 
to take possession of the property of Madeleine de_Mailly, 
mother of his first wife. Quitting, therefore, Valery, where 
he had gone to pass a few days after having partaken of the 
Lord's Supper at Orleans with his confederates, he arrived 
at the confines of Picardie, and estabhshed hunself near 
Soissons, at the chateau of Muret, where his mother-in- 
law had lately died.^ He intended to traverse the whole 
of the province, and had already arranged for meetings 
with his friends, both Catholic and Protestant, under the 
pretext of coursing ;* but he was unable either to com- 
mence the round of visits which he had intended, or even 

^ He had in that capacity received ' Cond^ to M. d*HumMrefl^ May 

the English Ambassador in 1559, 8, 1568, Bibl. imp., MS. ' M^moires 

after the Peace of Cateau-Cambr^sis. du roi Charles IX.' Norreys to 

Forbes, ' A FuU View, etc/ Cecil, May 12, 1568. State Paper 

• In 1567. Office. (Appendix, No. 11.) 
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CHAP, to remain at Muret. Each day he was overwhelmed by 



V. 



" fresh and more disastrous tidings. Scarcely had he been 
j^*^ informed of the execution of Bapin, when he learned the 
death of two officers of his household; one had been 
assassinated near Blandy, the other near Villers-Cotterets. 
* This is the third of the gentlemen of my suite who have 
been killed since the peace,' he writes to the King shortly 
afterwards.^ And the messenger who carried to Paris 
a letter from the Prince complaining of these crimes, 
found at the entrance of the city the bodies of five 
Huguenots who had been massacred and left lying on the 
high road.^ 
Condi At length there spread fresh rumours of sinister 

toNoyere. designs which were said to be hatching against the 
actual leaders of the Protestant party. This time precise 
details were given, and even the names mentioned of the 
CathoUc captains to whom the enterprise had been 
entrusted. La Valette was to fall upon Cond^ at Muret, 
while the Admiral was to be surprised at his home by 
Chavigny, and D'Andelot by Tavannes and Barbezieux.^ 
To remain in an unprotected house like Muret or Valery 
seemed to the Prince to be no longer safe. It chanced 
that his wife possessed in Bourgogne a seat called Noyers,* 
which was considered tolerably well fortified, and strong 
enough, at least, to resist any attempt at a coup-de-main. 
The town was surrounded by good walls ; it was encircled 
by a river ; the chfiteau itself was solidly built, and the 

* June 29. Archives of the D6- * Norreys to Elizabeth, June 7, 
partementdu Nord. (Appendix, No. 1568. State Paper Office. (Ap- 
I.) pendix, No. 11.) 

* Norreys to Elizabeth, June 4, * On the Serein, seven leagues and 
1568. State Paper Office. (Appen- ahalf south-east of Auxerre. 

dix No. II. 
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ditches were deep. A small garrison, consisting of two chap. 
hundred trustworthy men, without counting gentlemen 



and officers, was collected there, and thither Cond6 ^^ 
directed his course. Bourgogne was one of the districts 
of France most devoted to the CathoUc religion ; but this 
httle comer of it was an exception. Tanlay, the ch&teau 
of D'Andelot, was only four leagues distant from Noyers, 
and the country between these two great houses was 
filled with Huguenot gentlemen, who kept their horses 
and weapons constantly ready for action.^ Conde was 
therefore safer there than anywhere else. Scarcely, 
however, had he arrived there when he wrote to the 
Court^ to complain of the snares which were laid for him. 
Bodies of soldiers sallying from the neighbouring fast- 
nesses were continually prowling about his residence, and 
a spy had just been arrested in the act of sounding the 
ditches of the chateau. The King gave immediate orders Juneises. 
to Tavannes, Governor of Bourgogne, that the expeditions 
of the garrisons imder his command should be stopped, 
and to the first president of Dijon that the spy should 
be pubhcly tried.^ 

This reparation was a purely official act, and did not Measures 
pledge the King to much ; it had been granted without ^er to 
any difficulty. Moreover, it was not just then intended anSdIwm 
to put down the Protestant leaders by armed force. The ^'****' 
King had advanced a hundred thousand ^cus to pay the 
' reltres.' The immediate reimbursement of this sum was 
demanded, and payment was exacted from Cond^ himself 

^ Norrejs to Elizabeth, June 23. 22, to the King and to the Queen- 
State Paper Office. (Appendix^ No. Mother. Archives of the D^parte- 
n.) ment du Nord. (Appendix, No. I.) 

^ Letter to the King (quoted ' Original minute, BibL imp., 

above) of June 29; letters of July 'Collection Colbert.' 
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CHAP, and those who had taken up arms along with him. 



without allowing the burden to be shared among all the 
June. Protestauts in the kingdom. The Prince protested 
against ' the distinction between those of the Eeformed 
religion who had accompanied him and those who had 
remained at home, seeing that they were all one in will, 
and that, if all were not with him in person, they were 
not the less with him in heart.^ He demanded that the 
conditions agreed upon before the negotiations for peace 
should be adhered to ; and, as he himself had not been 
present during these, he proposed that reference should 
be made to Cardinal de Ch&tillon. And, in short, he 
insisted above all that the King should issue 'commis- 
sions and distraints ' providing for the recovery of the 
money by a charge upon all his Protestant subjects. The 
King consented to a consultation with the Cardinal, but 
on the other points returned only vague answers, pressing 
strongly at the same time for immediate payment. On 
the one hand, the Protestants had neither the will nor 
perhaps the means to pay ; on the other, the Court was 
anxious either to ruin the Prince and his friends com- 
pletely, or to convict them of a breach of faith in not 
meeting their engagements. 

While his property was thus threatened, Conde now 
found himself the victim of another attack. It had been 
the custom that those * compagnies d'ordonnance ' which 
were commanded by Princes of the blood royal should 
not be subject to any disbanding or diminution of their 
effective strength. Cond^ now received orders to reduce 
his company from one himdred to sixty * lances,' and that 

* Cond^ to the King, June 11, and August Bibl. imp., 'Colleo- 
1568. Other letters of June, July, tion Colbert' (Appendix, No. I.) 
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of his son from fifty to thirty. In vain did he protest ; ^ chap. 
the reduction was insisted upon. At the same time the — r^ — - 
King, by a fresh edict, exacted from his subjects an oath ^^^® 
that they would no more take up arms except at the call 
of the Crown. There was no protesting against such an 
order, which, besides, was not followed up by any serious 
attempt at enforcing it ; but it was easy to see at whom 
these blows were aimed. AU these measures had for 
their object the disarmament of the Protestant party. 

Nor were the Catholics without their grievances, which ^"^7°^^ 
they loudly proclaimed. We are not speaking of the as- Catholics, 
sassinations of which they complained, nor of the depre- 
dations with which they charged the armed bands. In 
deeds of violence and cruelty the two parties were about 
equal ; and if the Protestants were in most cases the vic- 
tims, it was simply because they were almost everywhere 
the less numerous. But their adversaries complained of 
the levies that were being raised in favour of the Prince 
of Orange ; and, above all, accused the Huguenots of 
keeping closed against the Koyal troops several important 
towns that ought, according to the terms of the Edict of 
Peace, to have been surrendered. 

Touching the first cause of complaint, Cond^ replied by 
disowning Cocqueville and the other Protestant captains 
who had attempted an invasion of Flanders by the fron- 
tier of Picardie. Cocqueville, who had been captured at 
Saintr-Valery, by the Marechal de Coss^, was beheaded ; 
but his companions were treated with a leniency which 
excited indignant remonstrance on the part of the Duke 
of Alva. 

> Cond^ to the King, June 25, 1668. BibL imp., ' CoUection Colbert' 
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CHAP. As to the second accusation, a reply was more difficult. 



V. 



1568 



If the Eeformers had given up Orl^ns and the neigh- 
bouring towns, they had retained Sancerre, V&elay, Mon- 
tauban, Cahors, etc. The doings at La Eochelle had, how- 
ever, drawn especial attention to their conduct. 
Jf*La*^*^' That town had declared, during the war, against the 
Eochelle.' Royal cause ; still, after the peace, the burgesses had made 
Kocheiiois dlq difficulty in accepting the governor nominated by the 
Cond^ to Crown. Jamac had been received with the customary ho- 

command , 

them. nours. A present of four thousand Uvres had been offered 
to him. The Catholic inhabitants were recalled, and all 
the measures which had been ordered were carried out 
without opposition. But when the order for the intro- 
duction of a garrison arrived, the burgesses flatly refused 
to receive it, pleading the privileges which they had pur- 
chased with their blood, and the nobility which they had 
acquired by a heroic struggle against the English. ' If 
subjects,' they argued, *are bound to obey their sovereign, 
the sovereign is not less bound, by his oath, to maintain 
the rights and privileges of his subjects.'^ In short, the 
troops did not enter. Jarnac was obliged to leave, and 
Vieilleville, despatched to his assistance with a small army, 
found the place so well fortified that he halted without 
any attempt at force, and commenced negotiations. The 
Eochellois had summoned La Eochefoucauld within the 
walls, and had written to Cond^, placing themselves under 
his protection. 

This letter cast a gleam of light upon the Prince's 
course. A fortified town of the first class, an important 
seaport situated between Poitou and Saintonge, not far 

^ La Popelinidre. 
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from Gascogne, and consequently easily available for com- chap. 
munication either with England or with those parts of 



1568 



France where the Eeformation owned its chief adhe- , . 

Actions 

rents. La Kochelle was at once, a secure place of refuge a^^ mo^«- 

^ ° ments of 

and an excellent base of operations. The appeal of the the 
people of La Kochelle seemed at once to open to the powers. 
Prince a haven of security, and to suggest to him* a plan 
of campaign. Indeed, without recantation or death, hesi- 
tation was no longer possible. Everything tendedto show 
that the most violent measureswere determined upon by the 
Catholics. The King of Spain had given the signal. The 
death of Don Carlos,^ the massacres in the Low Countries, 
the executions of the Comte d'Egmont and the Comte de 
Horn (June 1568) ; such a series of merciless actions, per- 
petrated within a very few months, all seemed to be so 
many stimulants to the zeal of the French Court. The 
Pope, in sanctioning a sale of ecclesiastical property at the 
request of Charles IX., accompanied his authorisation with 
the formal condition that the proceeds should be devoted to 
the extermination of heretics. L'Hospital was indeed en- 
abled to prevent the bull being accepted with these terms, 
and the Holy Father was asked to modify the text. But 
this was the last time that the Chancellor was successful. 
That great man had long been out of favour with the 
Queen-Mother, and now his presence by the side of the 
young King was a source of uneasiness and trouble to 
M^dicis. L'Hospital was banished from Court. The 
Montmorencies had previously quitted it ; the Cardinal de 

' Don Carlos liad been arrested nance of the Catholic religion to 

in the month of January, and in that his own flesh and his own blood.' 

same month Philip U. announced Spanish historians, however, give 

to the Pope 'that he had preferred out that he died of fever on the 

the honour of God and the mainte- twenty-fourth of July. 
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CHAP. Bourbon was xinder suspicion ; the Lorraines alone were 

*- — ^ — ' in favour. 

juf® As the young Henri de Guise was growing up, and the 

Position time was approaching when he would be able to wield 

of U16 

Court the sword of his glorious father, the Cardinal de Lorraine 
tion of began to disclose those passions and return to those in- 
Bour-*** clinations which, with his great circumspection, he had 
^^°^*' thought it wise to conceal since the death of the Due 
Fran9ois. He had, after the Peace of Chartres, affected 
an attempt at friendliness with Cond^ ; but, meeting with 
a cold reception,^ he had restrained himself no longer. 
Everyone, even though a good Catholic, who did not es- 
pouse all the animosities and assent to all the sinister 
designs of the dominant party, was set aside. Even the 
Secretaries of State were compelled to dismiss their clerks,* 
and the ' politiques ' ^ were almost as much aniathematized 
as the Huguenots. The Italian and Swiss soldiers were 
not dismissed ; Catholic associations of a suspicious nature 
were formed in several provinces. One great nobleman, 
Een^ of Savoy, Comte de Cipierre, had just been assas- 
sinated at Fr^jus, with thirty of his friends. The protec- 
tion of the Crown was shielding both the murderer, the 
Baron des Arcs, and the instigator of the atrocity, the 
Comte de Tende, the victim's own brother. Terror be- 
came general, and several Protestant families had already 
emigrated. At last, fourteen companies of gendarmes 

^ Norreys to Elizabeth, June 4, *^ clerk '' to L'Aubespine, hare been 

1568. State Paper Office. (Ap- turned adrift ; others are to be dis- 

pendix, No. II.) missed. . . . .' Norreys to Eliza- 

* * Several of the clerks of the beth, June 7, 1568. State Paper 

Secretaries of State have been dis- Office. (Appendix, No. II.) 

charged The '^ collector " of * This was the occasion on which 

Senlis, clerk to Villeroy, and Sageot, this word was invented. 
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and several bands of infantry had been marched towards chap. 
Bomgogae. 



iven to 
'avannefl. 



On the first tidings from La Eochelle, and on the news ]^^ 
of a fact so significant as the concentration of what was Ordm 
almost an army of Bourgogne, Coligny and D'Andelot Ti 
had quitted Tanlay to join Cond^ at Noyers. It was soon 
known at Court that D'Andelot, with a good deal of se- 
crecy, had just arrived in Bretagne. This gave rise to 
some anxiety. Martigues, governor of that province, was 
recommended to hold himself in readiness,^ and Tavannes 
was ordered to execute promptly the projected coup-de- 
main against Noyers. But, not feeling this a very honour- 
able course of action, and, moreover, having no great faith 
in the success of 'that ill-devised distaff'-and-pen under- 
taking,* he took good care, before obeying it, to send 
messengers past Noyers with letters to this efiect : — ' The 
stag is in the toils ; all is in readiness.' As he expected, 
the notes were seized by those for whom they were in- 
tended, and the warning was not lost. 

On the twenty-first of August, the Marquise de Eothe- 
lin quitted Noyers, and presented herself to Charles IX., 
in order to assure him of the obedience of her son-in-law, 
and to ask for justice in his name. On the twenty-second 
a fresh message was despatched to Court, and T^ligny was 
the bearer of it. He was stopped on the way and interro- 
gated. To all who questioned him he replied that he 
bore overtures of peace. The Prince, he said, would 
wiut at Noyers the reply of the King. Misled by this 
tone and language, the officers who had been instructed 

* * . . . The said Sieur d'Andelot on Lis track. . . .' (L'AbW de 

has started on the Bretagne road, Saint-Piezre to M. de Gordes, July 

but to what destination it is not 20,1568. ' Archives de Oond«.') 
known. Monsieur de Martigues is 
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CHAP, to seize the person of Cond^, or, at all events, to hold him, 
^ — r-' — ' as it were, blockaded in his own house, relaxed somewhat 
Ai^t. ^^ ^^^^ vigilance, and were waiting for some fresli occur- 
rence before taking active measures, when they learned 
that the Prince had suddenly left, and was making for 
the Loire in all haste. They set off at once in pursuit. 
Cond^Md Cond^ and Coligny had started on the twenty-third, 
tuions^ taking with them the Princess, who was then pregnant, 
fei^iiies"' ^^^ family, and those of the Admiral and of D'Andelot, 
(Aug. 23, They were attended by a hundred cavaliers. A second 

1668). -^ •' 

detachment, commanded by the Capitaine Boas, quitted 
Noyers simultaneously, escorting some other families, the 
baggage, and the servants, and proceeded in the same 
direction, but by a different road, in order to avoid the 
danger of delay through these encumbrances. It was 
their object now not to fight, but to place themselves at 
once in security. They had no time to collect a large 
force ; and such a force would only have delayed their 
movements, and so brought upon them the danger of 
total failure. It was with this feeble escort, and with this 
woeful c^rt^e of weeping women and infants in arms, 
that they had to march, or rather fly, by long stages, 
under a burning sun, 'going off,' as Cond^ wrote bit- 
terly to the King, ' like arrows deprived of their feathers.'^ 
Perilous The great difficulty for the fugitives was how to cross 
th^L^. the Loire. The lessons of the last war had not been lost 
upon the Catholics. In order to prevent the Protestants 
of the north from effecting a junction with those of the 
south, they had divided the kingdom by a line of posts 
which rested upon the river. But there is always some 
broken mesh in such nets as these. The drought had 

> * S*en allant comme materats d^sempeimez.' 
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greatly diminished the stream, and some peasants had chap. 
discovered a ford near Sancerre. They pointed it out to 



the Printe, who was wandering along the banks in a Ani^fl? 
state of agitation. The little band passed it, and the September. 
capricious waters, rising behind them, as if by miracle, 
arrested their pursuers just as they thought they had 
caught their prey in the net which they had so long 
spread for them. Conde fell on his knees, and, the tears 
in his eyes, sang aloud, with those around him, the Psalm 
* In exitu Israel' ^ 
They had escaped their greatest dangers. They were The num. 

Der of t/he 

now able to continue their journey more leisurely. Their fugitives 
numbers soon swelled. Bonny, captured by the Capi- 
taine Gasconnet, had given Boas the command of a bridge. 
He joined Cond^ with his detachment. D'lvoy, Boucard, 
and others brought up some more cavalry. Still, great 
caution was necessary. The Prince and his friends gave 
out everywhere that they wished neither to unsettle the 
kingdom nor to make any attempt at resisting the autho- 
rity of the King. They were on their way, he said, to 
pay a visit to La Eochefoucauld, and to take refuge in 
his ch&teau of Verteuil.^ Letters to this effect were 
addressed to Montluc, who commanded in Gascogne, 
and to VieilleviUe in Poitou. Some of the inhabitants 
and some Catholic priests, having complained of acts of 
violence on the part of some of the escort, immediate and 
handsome restitution was made. After some days, Cond^, 
who was now approaching Poitiers, sent a request to 
VieilleviUe that he would open the gates. *WilUngly,' 
replied the Marshal, ' if he comes vrith the customary 
retinue of a Prince ; but not if he presents himself with 

* I^salm cxiv. KV. ' On the Chftrente. 
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CHAP. SO large a following.' But Conde was not thinking at 



V, 



1668 



the time of occupying Poitiers. He had merely wished 
to divert the attention of the Marechal, and to play the 

September . n i -i 

19. part of a peaceable traveller. He passed on, and, on the 

lift Bo- nineteenth of September, he at last entered La Eochelle. 
* I have flown as far as I could,' he wrote jocularly ; ' but 
when I got here I found the sea, and, as I cannot swim, 
I have been forced to turn round and gain land,^ not 
by my feet, but by my hands.' 
Their Ncxt day he harangued the townspeople, and with his 

bytheTup- lively and persuasive eloquence set forth to them 'the 
gesBos. pitiable state of the kingdom, the miserable captivity of 
the King, the wicked plots of their enemies to extermi- 
nate all those of their religion, the dire necessity in which 
he felt himself compelled to come and take up arms, as 
well in his own and his friends' defence as in that of 
the people, of the service of God, and of the King. He 
appealed to them, and called upon them to help him 
herein; assuring them that he would be serviceable to 
them in all their afiairs. And, as a pledge of his good 
faith, he committed to them his wife and children, the 
dearest and most precious jewels which he possessed in 
the world.' ^ Forthwith La Haise, the mayor, with much 
emotion, offered to the Prince ' life and goods in the 
name of all the citizens,' and the latter repeated with 
enthusiastic shouts the vow of their chief magistrate. 
Junction The whole of the Protestant noblesse of Poitou and 

of Gonad 

and the Saintougc had hastened to the side of the Prince. Thus 

Queen of ^ 

Navarre, rciuforccd, Coud^ immediately set out to meet the Queen 
of Navarre. For, in fact, Jeanne d'Albret was on her 
way to the appointed rendezvous, accompanied by her 

^ < Gagner la tern.' ' La Popelini^re. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JUNCTION OF OONDfi AND THE QUEEN OF NAVAKBE. 17 

young son. She brought with her forty-two companies chap. 
of infantry and eight troops of light cavalry, Montluc 



endeavoured to bar the road against her ; but his forces ge^*28. 
were insuflScient. Jeanne passed unmolested, and was 
received by the Prince at Archiac On the twenty-eighth 
they both reached La Eochelle. 
The first thing to be done was to organize a plan of Plan of 

, ox opcratioiui; 

campaign, for a totally different one was now necessary, confined 
Finding the Eoyalists on their guard, having lost Orl&ns present to 
and the towns on the Loire, they were not in a position * ^^ 
either to assume the oflfensive or to threaten Paris. 
Moreover, the Protestants had acquired the conviction that 
the north, the east, and the centre of France were 
devotedly Catholic, and that their presence in those 
districts never gained a single proseljrte, while, at the 
same time, it was very diflScult for them to maintain 
themselves there. The plan which they adopted in the 
third civil war was not only the sole possible one, but 
was more methodical and rational than their former 
course. Their aim was no longer the conquest of France 
and the propagation of their religion, but the conquest 
of their liberties. To acquire the mastery at sea, in order 
that they might have the power t)f obtaining supplies for 
themselves, and might secure freedom of intercourse with 
Normandie and England ; to hold a zone of territory 
around La Eochelle sufficiently large for their purpose, 
and to establish themselves effectually within it, and at 
the same time to keep open communication with the 
south, whence they could obtain important reinforcements ; 
to endeavour to seize one of the bridges of the Loire, in 
order to be able to reach the reinforcements which might 

VOL. II. C 
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CHAP, be expected from Germany — such was the pkn finally 
decided upon. It was the only possible one. 



September. Through the care of the Admiral, who, altliough not a 
First stops fiailor, had never been unfamihar with naval matters, and 

towards 

organisa- through the Intelligent assistance of the Rochellois, a fleet 



tion, 



Negiua- was got ready. The Cardinal de Ch&tillon, who had been 
m^ife^. able to escape from Beauvais, to embark in Normandic, 
and to reach England, was charged with obtaining the 
assistance of Elizabeth, ' the Koyal nursing-mother of the 
Church of God.'^ That Princess was now more than 
ever irritated against the Court of France and the House 
of Guise, from whom she thought or affirmed that she 
was in danger. She had already instructed her ambas- 
sador, Norreys, to announce to the Most Christian King that, 
if he persisted in allowing the tyrannical orders of Rome 
to be carried out in his kingdom, she should be obUged 
to take measures for the security of her own States.* 
The Huguenots had therefore good reason for anticipating 
a favourable reception on her part of their overtures. A 
special envoy, the Sieur de Cavaignes, a counsellor of 
Parliament, was despatched from La Rochelle to London,^ 
to assure the Queen that the designs harboured against 
her were only too true. • He was to state — ^without, how- 
ever, a vestige of proof — that the Cardinal de Lorraine 
wished that all the alleged rights of Marie Stuait to the 
Crown of England should be ceded to the Due d'Anjou, 
and that the same prelate had offered to the Prince de 
Cond^ the command of the army which was to invade 
Great Britain. Li return for the service which the 

1 Jeanne d'Albret to Elizabeth, • Cond^ to Elizabeth, Sept 15. 

October 15. British Museum^ Cotton, Caligula, 

« Elizabeth to Norreys, Aug. 27. E. VI. (Appendix, No. II.) 
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Hiiguenots were rendering to Elizabeth by taking up chap, 
arms, Cavaignes was to ask for the aid of six men-of-war, 



six siege-guns, with ammunition, and finally a loan of October, 
two hundred thousand ^us, the repayment of which 
would be guaranteed by the cession of merchandise ware- 
housed at Havre, La Eochelle, and Blaye. These two hun- 
dred thousand ecus were destined for the Due de Deux- 
Ponts, who had undertaken to set out on receipt of that 
sum, and to furnish six thousand horse, thirty companies 
of foot, twenty siege-guns and twelve field-pieces, with 
their appointments.^ 

As regards internal preparations, instructions were sent 
to D'Acier and Montbrun •and to the ' seven Viscounts,' 
who were directed to superintend the rising in the south. 
Finally, preparations were made for a junction with 
D'Andelot, who was to rally all the Eeformers in the 
north, and attempt with them the passage of the Loire. 
At the same time Cond^ and Jeanne sent fresh despatches 
to the Court, To the King and to the Queen-Mother they 
offered promises of submission ; they declared that their 
sole purpose in taking up arms was to resist the Cardinal 
de Lorraine, that public enemy and oppressor of all good 
people, * not only of those who follow the pure law of the 
Gospel, but of those moderate Catholics who do not belong 
to his own faction.' The letters addressed to the Due 
d'Anjou and to the Cardinal de Bourbon put them on 
their guard against the Guises, who, in order the better to 
ruin them, were endeavouring to draw them on in their 
train, under pretext of religion. 

' Instractioiui of the Prince de Bent to Cecil; October 6. Hatfield 
Cond^ to the Sieur de Cavaignes, Papers, 
certified correct by the latter, and 
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CHAP. la thus recapitulating with a childish impetuosity the 
- — r — ' accusations already set forth in the long * remonstrance ' 
September ^hich Cond^ had sent to the King before his departure 
October ^^^^ Noyers, the Beformed leaders were swelling the 
importance and adding to the influence of their enemies. 
But these documents, intended for the public eye/ ap- 
pealed rather to the Protestants themselves than to their 
adversaries. This was the means which had been em- 
ployed before to calm the scruples of timorous consciences. 
As for changing the views of the Court, no one expected 
such a thing. On the first tidings of active measures, 
the King had issued an edict taking under his protection 
his subjects of the so-called Beformed religion. It was 
thought that this would diminish the number of persons 
who would take up arms. But as soon as the impassioned 
and often pathetic manifesto of the twenty-second of 
August was received, these tactics were abandoned. The 
news of Condi's flight excited violent anger. Teligny, 
the bearer of the despatches, was thrown into prison ; the 
practice of the Beformed religion was forbidden ; all the 
edicts in favour of toleration were cancelled ; Protestant 
functionaries were dismissed; and the ministers were 
condemned to banishment. The formation of a large 
army, under the command of Monsieur, was ordered ; and 
while it was being organized reinforcements and extra- 
ordinary powers were sent to the Due de Montpensier, 
Governor of Anjou. 

tion^f \?e ^^ ^^ ^^ '^^^ ®^^^ *^^*' *^® ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ struck. 

Boyai \^e have already stated that D'Andelot had been for some 

* They are to be found in numbers tion in the notes only original or 
of contemporary collections too long litUe-known sources, 
for quotations. As a rule, we men- 
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time established in Bretagne, and that the Prince and the <3Hap. 
Admiral, keeping him informed of their movements, had 



charged him to assemble their friends of the west and the September, 
north on the Loire. A rendezvous was appointed for the troops in 

A^jou. 

fourteenth of September, at Beaufort, between Angers and Fight on 
Saumur, D'Andelot there met Montgomery, the Tidame of the 
de Chartres, La None, and others. They had to find Defeat of 
some means of crossing the river ; the Ponts-de-C^ could 
not be taken by surprise. They sought for a place where 
they might cross, partly by fording and partly by boats, 
and meanwhile established themselves in the neighbour- 
ing villages, as they were menaced only in the direction 
of Saumur, where the Due de Montpensier was assembling 
his forces, and in that of Angers, where Martigues was 
supposed to be. The latter, who was Governor of Bre- 
tagne, having been unable to prevent D'Andelot from 
taking up arms, was moving to join Montpensier, when 
he was besought by the townspeople of Nantes to provide 
for the security of their town. He retraced his steps, 
placed a garrison in the town, and pressed forward to 
Angers. There he became aware that D'Andelot's troops 
on the embankment of the Loire blocked his way. 
Nevertheless he determined to break through and open 
up the road, and informed Montpensier of his intention, 
that he might make a diversion. The Reformers were so 
much oflf their guard that, notwithst6mding their great 
numerical superiority, notwithstanding the well-known 
enei^ of their' general, Martigues easily got the better of 
their disjointed efforts, completely routed them, and 
pressed forward, unassisted, to Saumur. Martigues had 
but few troops ; but among them he had his regiment of 
veteran bands, ^nd above all his excellent musketeers. 
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CHAP. The fight took place on roads, where only the heads of 
* — ^ — ' the columns were engaged, a fact which considerably 
^^^ diminished the advantage of numerical superiority. 
D'Andelot had no troops sufficiently steady to hold their 
" own against these sturdy veterans.^ 
CondA Aflfcer this decided check, the position of the small 

D'Andeiot Protestuut army, opposed to the unit.ed corps of Mont- 
uresA^- pensier and Martigues, was becoming perilous. Its utter 
^ "** destruction was already thought secure, when it became 
known that D'Andelot had reached the other side of the 
Loire. Just as several of the generals were counselling a 
retreat, and even a break-up of the army, the ford so 
eagerly sought after was discovered. The passage of the 
troops was effected in a few hours. D'Andelot threw 
himself into Poitou with fourteen companies of infantry 
and sixteen troops of cavalry. Soubise, sent to meet him, 
reinforced him with five hundred horse. The two corps 
united captured Thouars and Parthenay, and then joined 
the Admiral, who had left La Eochelle with a part of the 
army. Niort, Fontenay, and Saint-Maixent were quickly 
carried ; and then all the available forces were employed 
at the siege of Angoul6me. Conde directed the operations 
in person. In a few days the place capitulated. It was a 
strong town, and commanded a rich and fertile country. 
This was the first important success of the campaign. 
CondA The movement which had brought the Protestants be- 

to march forc AngoulSmc, and had already produced so important 
tTreHere a result, had a yet further aim. It brought the army 
and c^8h nearer to the succours expected from the south. It was 
B?OTfwho l^i^own, in fact, that D'Acier, after having assembled on 

^ The fight on the embankment scale, some of the glorious battles 
of the Loire resembles, on a smaU fought near Verona in 1796. 
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the right bank of the Bh6iie the contiugents of Languedoc chap. 
and Dauphin^ had succeeded in reaching Montauban 



with some cavahy and a considerable force of infantry, o^ber. 
It was hoped that he would be able to rally the ' seven was im- 

prudently 

Viscounts/ and that all united would soon debouch into entangled 
Perigord. It was all the more necessary to go at once to * ^ * 
meet them, inasmuch as Montpensier had passed the Loire, 
and had advanced as feir as Confolens. That Prince, re- 
inforced in the manner already described, had received 
orders to repair to Poitiers, and to throw supplies into all 
the towns of those provinces which still held out for the 
Eoyal cause, in order to prevent, or at least retard, the 
success of the Protestants. But he was instructed to 
avoid all engagements, and all undertakings which might 
imperil the safety of his troops. In this position he was 
to wait till Monsieur had joined him, in order that the 
great Catholic army might be in a state to encounter the 
enemy with the advantage of numbers. Surrounded, how- 
ever, as he was by enthusiastic officers, and himself very 
enthusiastic — above all, urged on by the young Due de 
Guise, who had just, contrary to orders, brought up to 
him a part of the cavalry which had been told off to fol- 
low Monsieur — ^Montpensier was eager to abandon his 
passive attitude ; and the Court, which was incapable of 
enforcing with decision the carrying out of any plan of 
operations, could not give the orders which would have 
prevented this movement. Instead of throwing forces 
into the towns, Montpensier took the field, allowed Angou- 
leme to be taken — a town which, had it been opportunely 
relieved, would have held out for a long time ; and when 
at length he approached the victorious Protestant army, 
discovered that he had not forces sufficient to give battle. 
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CHAP. He was compelled to retreat rapidly eastwards. Thus the 



^^^ — ' — ' Reformers, fearing nothing in their rear, had a double 
October, inducement to enter P^rigord : first, in order to reinforce 
D'Acier, who was menaced on his^ left flank by Montluc, 
and on his right flank by Montpensier ; secondly, to profit 
by the mistake of the latter, to crush the inadequate forces 
with which he had been imprudent enough to advance, 
and thus to destroy one of the principal elements of 
Monsieur's army. 
WMift This simple solution, however, was not adopted. Both 

m^L i" ^h^ succour of the army of D'Acier and the destruction of 
Mon^°^' that of Montpensier were given up, in order to complete 
S^feate ^^® conquest of Saintonge, where some insignificant towns 
D'Aciop. gtiU adhered to the King. Is this enormous blunder to 
be attributed to some strange misunderstanding on the 
part of Cond^? Did it arise from that conflict of in- 
fluences which so often proved fatal to the plans of the 
Protestants ? Was it a whim of the imperious Admiral, 
who was now more haughty than ever, and who, feeling 
himself to be the real leader in the afiections of the 
party, wished * to manage the Prince as he thought 
best ' ? ^ Or is it not more hkely that this imfortunate 
movement was dictated by Jeanne d'Albret, and by the 
petty religious despotism of La Eochelle, who, anxious 
above all to have a province to govern, was bent upon 
extending its authority to the Gironde ? On this point 
conjectures alone can be hazarded. One thing is certain, 
that, on leaving Angouldme, the Protestant army ap- 
proached the sea in order to take Pons and Blaye. When, 
after these insignificant successes, it was determined at 

> ' Manyer le priaoe k sa volont^.' — ^La Popelioidre. 
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last to set out in search of the Protestant troops, it was chap. 
too late to do anything but rally their scattered remnants. 



D'Acier had vainly endeavoured to induce the Vicomtes NoJembor. 
to accompany him. They refiised, on the plea that by 
leaving their own district they would expose the party to 
the risk of losing that secure retreat He was obliged to 
go forward without them. Montluc indeed did not dare 
to attack the southern contingent. But Montpensier, as 
soon as he became aware of Condi's march on Pons, fell 
back at once upon Perigueux. He had with him two 
excellent commanders of light troops, as vigilant as they 
were enterprising, Brissac and Martigues. Under their 
guidance he suddenly fell upon the quarters of the 
Proven9aux, who were encamped between the Isle and 
the Droune ; and, while D'Acier was endeavouring to 
master his troops, he destroyed the greater portion of his 
infentry, commanded by Mouvans and Pierre Gourdes, 
who were both killed. The exhaustion of their horses 
prevented the Catholics from following up their victory, 
out of which, however, they carried seventeen standards. 
The ' bataille ' of the Huguenots, which had been strongly 
posted, was not destroyed, and reached Eiberac that 
night. On the twenty-sixth of October, D'Acier passed 
the Vienne at Aubeterre, and joined the army of the 
Prince at Ch&lais. He brought with him, notwithstanding 
his disaster, seven hundred horse and some thousands of 
good musketeers. Montpensier, unable any longer to keep 
the field, reascended towards Poitou, which Monsieur had 
just entered. The great Protestant army followed him 
with some degree of speed. But still it was obliged to halt 
to force one of the fords of the Vienne which were in the 
hands of the Catholics. Great activity was displayed. The 
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CHAP, ch&teau and the little town of Chauvigny ^ were taken in 

— .r^ — • twenty-four hours. The Vienne was passed, and the Hu- 

Norembep. g^enots, resuming their march on the track of the enemy, 

arrived that same night before Ch&tellerault. In taking up 

their positions on the heights which commanded that town 

on the south, they looked eagerly for the columns which 

had for several days been retreating before them, when, 

instead of a rear-guard precipitately falling back, they 

found themselves in sight of a large army, well posted 

and strongly entrenched. Montpensier had just effected 

Not. 6. a junction with the Due d'Anjou. 

Monsieur Monsicur had with him excellent artillery ; he had the 

takes the i « 

field with Swiss, the archers of the guard, some Italian bands, the 

twenty- 

seven gentlemen pensioners, and not a few of the nobility. He 
men. had loug bech waiting for the return of the column which 
had been so imprudently thrown into the south. Doubtless 
the blunder of Montpensier had been in some measure 
neutrahzed by the still greater blunder of the Protestants, 
and D'Acier's defeat was an important success. But the 
best of the season was over, and a portion of the Eoyal 
army was already exhausted. Nevertheless, notwith- 
standing the premature severity of a winter which already 
threatened to be a very hard one. Monsieur resolved to act 
on the offensive. He had under his command twenty- 
seven thousand men, of whom twenty thousand were 
infantry and the rest cavalry. Tavannes gave him the aid 
of his experience and of his mastery of the art of war. 
Condi As for Conde, he was no less anxious to come to close 

to meet quarters. If his army were not composed of such tried 
nearly soldiers as that of Monsieur, it was at all events equal to 

^ About six leagues to the east of Poitien. 
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it in numbers,^ comprising as it did two hundred and forty chap. 
companies of foot and ninety-four of horse. The violent 



proceedings of the Court had exasperated the Protestants, nov^Lt, 
and had caused them to take up arms to a man. Never tWrty 

thousand. 

mdeed had the Prince had a larger or a more enthusiastic 
army under his command. They were, however, only 
irregular troops, and, moreover, it was impossible to pay 
them. In the event of a prolonged campaign, their strength 
was certain to be rapidly diminished by disorder and 
desertion. Everything therefore pointed to the necessity 
of speedy action. But although both the character and 
the position of Conde ought to have induced him to give 
battle at once to the Eoyal army, he was unable either to 
attack the Due d'Anjou in the strong position which the 
latter occupied at Chfitellerault, or to await an attack in his 
present position, face to face with him ; for, in the event of 
defeat, he would be compelled to recross the Vienne under 
the guns of Poitiers, which was in the hands of a strong 
Catholic garrison. He determined therefore to return by 
Chauvigny, on the left bank of the Vienne, and, in order 
that he might not be diverted by Poitiers, he fell back as 
far as Cheney,^ on the banks of the Sevre. He was not 
long before he learned that Monsieur had quitted Ch&- 
tellerault and passed by Poitiers without halting there. 
The Prince therefore, in the hope of soon engaging in the 
open, pushed forward, and, on the fifteenth of November, 
reached Lusignan on the Poitiers road. Not. i6. 

There he found that the enemy was on his left and 

^ De Tliou estimates the number have exceeded thirty thousand, 

as onlj twenty-one thousand men ; ' Four leagues to the south-east 

but if we adopt the more probable of Saint-Maixent. 
calculation of La Popelini^re, it must 
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CHAP, was keeping on the road to Niort,^ the Catholic generals 
hoping to meet the Protestants near the last-named place, in 



Noy.^?5. ^ country less broken, and where they might make good 
The van- usc of their Splendid and numerous cavalry. Cond^ 

guard is , , , 

engaged at immediately sent D'Andelot to make a reconnaissance 
between ' in the direction which had been pointed out to him, and 
and Niort. prepared to support him with the remainder of his troops. 
In beating up the country, D'Andelot reached a village 
called Pamprou,* situated on a steep-banked stream, a 
tributary of the Sevre, and commanded by rugged hills. 
The Due de Montpensier reached the spot at the same 
time with a part of the advanced guard of the Cathohcs. 
Being unable to oppose the Protestants with his inferior 
numbers, he was compelled to yield the village and its 
surrounding heights to them. He was soon, however, 
joined by the active Martigues, and enabled to take the 
offensive. Whereupon D'Andelot, placing his infantry 
in ambuscade among the vines and brushwood, boldly 
deployed his cavalry in open file upon the slope, and 
presented so strong a front that the enemy, thinking they 
were face to face with the entire Protestant army, halted. 
Towards evening the Prince and the Admiral arrived at 
Pamprou ; in the night they observed large fires kindled 
in front of the position which the Catholics had taken up : 
and the drums in their camp were heard to beat the 
well-known march of the Swiss. Conde thoiight that 
Monsieur had joined his advanced guard, and prepared 
for a general engagement on the morrow. Nevertheless, 

^ The present road from Poitiers line from Poitiers to Saint^Maixent. 

to Niort passes through Coulombiers See Cassini's map. 

and Lusignan. The ancient road * Three leagues to the east of 

lay towards the north of these two Saint-Maixent. 



villages, and ran almost in a straight 
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at sunrise, he found in front of him only the baggage chap. 
which had been abandoned. The fires and the drums 



beating ' k la Suisse ' had been only a device on the part not. is. 
of Martigues to cover the retreat. It was in consequence 
of delays in the transmission of orders that Montpensier 
had found himself the evening before at Pamprou. That 
village had indeed been selected as the head-quarters 
by the Cathohc staff; but the main body of the army, 
retarded by the state of the road, had halted at 
Jazeneuil, about three leagues in the rear. The advanced 
guard, informed of this change, had fallen back during 
the night. 

Monsieiur was then at Jazeneuil; but his right had Cond^by 
possession of Sanxai, on the road from Poitiers to Niort, comeit 
which he was determined not to abandon. Cond6 re- Smpo/ 
solved to march upon Sanxai with his entire force. This ind^lsire 
was the best thing he could do. Whether the de- ^enfof 
tachment were surprised and captured, or whether it /NoylTe). 
had time to fall back intact upon Jazeneuil, the Beformers, 
at all events, were turning the principal position of the 
enemy, placing themselves between him and the Loire, 
and would be enabled either to precede him along that 
river, so as to seize a bridge which would ensure their 
commimication with the north, or themselves to select 
the site of the battle in the event of an attempt being 
made to cut them off during their march. 

A thick fog seemed to favour this movement. The 
Admiral was ahead with the guides. When half-way on 
their journey, he inclined to the left in the direction 
agreed upon ; but the Prince, on arriving at the cross- 
roads with the ' bataille,' having lost sight of the advanced 
guard, continued his march straight towards Jazeneuil. 
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CHAP. He only discovered his mistake on lighting upon the 
* — r^ — ' camp of Monsieur. Too weak to attack him, and yet 

Noy.^16. anxious to avoid an open retreat, which could not be 
effected without danger from the splendid cavalry of the 
Catholics, he adopted a course as wise as it was bold. 
The road along which he had marched descended in 
front of Jazeneuil from a plateau of some elevation, 
through a wide ravine into the little* valley of the Vonne, 
and came out to the right of the Royal army. The 
Prince immediately occupied the heights, which were 
covered with vines, hedges, and ditches, and which com- 
manded this little defile; posted his musketeers there, 
and dug a trench right across the road. He himself, 
with his cavalry, rode on in front to conceal these 
arrangements. The Catholics ran to arms ; the nature 
of the ground, a very ' pays de chicane,' impeded and 
delayed their movements. A few companies of gen- 
darmes were the first to issue from the camp, led by the 
Due de Guise, and supported by a well-sustained artillery 
fire, which, however, took little effect. Under cover of 
the smoke Cond^ retired. Guise advanced in the hope of 
coming up with him, but found himself stopped by the 
trench, and^ received at once by the fire of the concealed 
musketeers and by the salvos of four field-pieces, he was 
forced to retreat. The Prince then charged, and drove 
the enemy back to their first line of tents. He in turn 
was repulsed by Valette, who was followed by a large 
force of cavalry ; Brissac seconded the movement with 
his infantry and menaced the left of the Protestants. 
The Catholic musketeers were inferior in number, but 
they were veterans ; they advanced in open order, levelled 
their muskets, and fired with deadly aim, whilst their 
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enemies, in close order, began firing in volleys as if at chap. 
haphazard, 'in such a manner that,' in the words of ^- — ^ — * 
La Noue, * two hundred Catholic arquebusiers stopped a no7.^6. 
whole regiment/ Already, despite the entreaties of Conde, 
his infantry was beginning to waver, when the Admiral, 
who had found Sanxai abandoned, and had returned 
on hearing the sound of artillery, appeared with his men. 
Dusk was coming on, and the Catholics withdrew within 
their lines, while the Protestants retained their positions.^ 

They soon observed with astonishment that a fresh 
camp was pitched on their left. Was this a new Eoyal 
army which had arrived — or had the enemy simply 
changed position ? The staflf of the Due d'Anjou could 
give no better solution of the enigma, and were as uneasy 
as they themselves were : it was the camp followers of the 
Protestants, who, having been sent to Sanxai, and finding 
there neither troops nor instructions, had returned by 
chance ; and encamping first where night had overtaken 
them, they were making merry around great fires upon 
the provisions of their masters. 

Monsieur intended to attack early next morning. But in the 
some works which he had ordered to be executed on the Cond6 
edge of his camp before daybreak, in order that he might towards 

* It was thought in the Royal rather tedious digressions, these 

army that Cond^ might have gained memoirs in rhyming prose contain 

a signal success in this encounter, some very curious details as to 

Bat the Catholics did not know manners and customs, the style of 

that, throughout the day, he had warfare, of gaining information, of 

only had part of his forces at com- Btrvingj as we should say, through- 

maud. We find this opinion stated out the whole period of the religious 

in a kind of autobiography in Terse wars. We have borrowed from this 

written by a captain of ' ordonnance/ workseveral of the details concern- 

' Les sept livres des honnestes passe- ing the battle of Jamac and other 

temps,' by M. de la Motte Messem^. incidents. 
Paris, 12mo. 1587. Among many 
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CHAP, march out in several columns, had not been carried out, by 

V . .... 

' — r — ' reason of the negligence and inactivity of his generals. 

NJy.^17. -^^^ when at last things were ready, he was just in time 
the Loire, *<> catch sight of the rear-guard of the Eeformers, who 
mki'paB.*** were already well on their way towards Sanxai. Had 
^e*o "the Cond^ been able to present himself before Jazeneuil at 
hIISws ^^ ^^^y ^^^ ^^ ^^ previous day, with all his forces, and 
MiMbeau to attack the CathoUcs in their camp, which was very 
resistance, confined, was badly protected, and badly posted, he might 
before havc mflictcd upon them a very senous check. But to 
renew the fight after they had had time to improve their 
positions was a course which offered but Httle chance of 
success. Moreover, being satisfied with the moral ad- 
vantage which he had appeared to derive from the in- 
significant encounter at Pamprou, as well as from the 
indecisive engagement at Jazeneuil, he returned to the 
object which he had in view on his first march to Sanxai. 
At the end of three or four days he was before Mirebeau, 
which was promptly taken ; but before pushing farther 
north he wished to ascertain the exact position of the 
enemy. The Admiral, who had been sent on to recon- 
noitre, surprised Brissac's regiment, which was encamped 
at Auzances,^ on the small river of that name. He gave 
him a warm reception, killed some of his men, and then 
Not. 24. fell back to Mirebeau. It was known through the 
prisoners that the Royal army had re-entered Poitiers, 
quite exhausted, encumbered with sick, and but little 
disposed to undertake anything. The Prince, reassured, 
left seven or eight hundred men in Mirebeau to 
harass those in Poitiers, and continued his march towards 
Saumur, where lay the bridge which he was anxious to 

^ About six kilometres to the norlb^ast of Poitiers. 
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seize before Monsieur could provide for its security. But 
Saumur contained a garrison which appeared determined 
to defend it; the abbey of Saint-Florent, carefully fortified, Nov«nbcr. 
covered its approaches. It was necessary first to lay siege Ckptnw of 
to their abbey, which soon capitulated. Nevertheless the Fiorent; 

- fyto&ty of 

garrison was cruelly massacred ; for this was becoming both 
the rule. At every fresh war both sides showed them- fmn^of 
selves more and more mercUess. These perpetual contests ^'^"' 
were hardening men's hearts. In the first civil war the 
enemies used to embrace each other during a truce, and 
only took to fighting again with strong repugnance. In 
the third, under pretext of reprisals, they no longer gave 
quarter. Every law of humanity was violated. 

This fierce animosity spared neither the residences of 
princes nor their servants. At Champigny, which be- 
longed to the Due de Montpensier, and which the Hugue- 
nots had taken in the last march, the Duke's confessor 
had been mercilessly hanged. At Noyers, which had just 
been surprised by Barbezieux, Governor of Champagne, 
everything had been pillaged, in contravention of the 
pledge given by that officer ; the men in charge of the 
chateau, and even the women who had taken refuge in it, 
had been treated most brutally. * That gallant and bold 
captain,' writes Conde ^ on this subject, ' in order to prove 
his valoin", of which he thought I somewhat doubted, has 
come and attacked my house, the chateau and town of 
Noyers, knowing that I was about a hundred or a hun- 
dred and twenty leagues away. . . , Having stolen and 
removed from my house aU my goods, he thinks he has 

" To the Due de Montpensier, (Bibliothftque imp^riale. A copy of 
Dec. 1568, in answer to a letter the eighteenth centuiy.) 
xelative to the affair at Champigny. 

VOL. II. D r^ T 
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CHAP, just completely mined me. But/ added he proudly, Hhe 



V. 



stock from which I am sprung, and the courage which 
December. ^^ always accompanied me, assure me that it is not in 

the power of my enemies to make me poor.' 
Cond^ When, after the capture of Saint-Plorent, the attack 

18 recalled ^ 

intoPoiton upou Saumur was at last begun, it became known that 

to the aid ^ o ' 

of Loudun. Monsieur, who had left Poitiers, had already recaptured 
armies ore Mircbcau, and that he was about to lay siege to Loudun. 
by™ba This was one of the chief towns which had declared for 
V/^^^ the Protestant cause, and its loss would have cut off the 
^Into' ^ communications between the confederates. It was neces- 
riarters ®^^y ^^ rctum by forced marches. They arrived in time 
before they iq g^ye Louduu, but the expedition on the Loire had 

have met ' ^ 

(Decern- failed. It was now the end of December, and the severity 
of the weather was becoming unbearable. Moreover, 
Cond^, fearing that his army, composed as it was chiefly 
of southerners, would no longer be able to resist it, was 
more anxious than ever for a decisive day. The two 
armies deployed, and remained for three days in order. of 
battle, without being able to attack each other, and only 
interchanging a few insignificant shots. A stream sepa- 
rated them. The Admiral made an ineffectual effort to 
cross it ; the ground was covered with a coating of ice, 
which was so slippery that the horses could scarcely walk, 
and which made the most trifling obstacle insurmount- 
able. Each side relaxed its hold. Eight thousand men 
had died of cold and privation within a month. The 
Due dAnjou withdrew to Chinon, and Cond(5, after having 
placed a strong garrison in Loudun, separated his troops 
and encamped them in Poitou. He himself, after a few 
days' sojourn at Thouars, went to Niort, as did also the 
Admiral, in order to confer with Jeanne d'Albret upon the 
prospects of their party. 
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Their financial position was not bad ; in the first civil chap. 
wars it had never been so satisfactory. Besides seven 



cannon, along with their outfit, Elizabeth had just given DeJ^^. 
them a hundred thousand angels.^ Their maritime opera- Financial 

position of 

tions had been lucrative. The little Protestant fleet was the Pro- 
managed with success and boldness ; it was assisted in its Measnm 
enterprises by numerous EngUsh privateers. In considera- hasten 
tion of a share of the spoil, the British Government had info^ 
authorised the Cardinal de Ch^tillon to issue letters of ™"*^' 
marque, and to give chase to any ship carrying the flag 
of a Catholic power.^ Already had prizes of great value 
been brought into La Eochelle, and had become an im- 
portant item of revenue. Further, the burgesses of that 
city had generously subscribed for a considerable loan. It 
was resolved once more to have recourse to their purses, 
which were by no means empty, and, in order to encourage 
their devotion, they were allowed to purchase ecclesias- 
tical property. This sale, however, was only a paper one, 
guaranteed by the very precarious security of the personal 
property of the Princes and noblemen. 

Other points also occupied the attention of the Protes- 
tant leaders. It was necessary, in the first place, to take 
into consideration a pacific message from the Queen. A 

^ See (Appendix^ No. II.) the dance diplomatique of La Mothe 

letters from Condd and the IPrinoe F^nelony French Ambassador at the 

de B^am to Elizabeth and Cecil, Court of St. James.' Paris, 1888, 

during the months of Dec. 1668 Tol. i.) 

and January 1569. From that time * La Popeliniire. ' Hatfield Pa- 

every missiTe from Cond^ to foreign pers.' North, one of the English 

Princes was accompanied by a du- adventurers, had for some time pre- 

plicate signed by Jeanne d'Albret's vious to his exploits at sea followed 

young son. These documents do the Protestant army. In a letter to 

not appear in the 'Recueiideslettres Cecil (January 11, 1660) he gave 

missives de Henri IV.' so carefully frjme rather curious details regarding 

and successfully edited by M. Berger the operations. (See Appendix, No. 

de Xivrey. (Cfl The <Correspon- IL) 
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CHAP, curt answer was returned, and the attempt bore no fruit ; 
^- — ^ — ' it had scarcely been a serious one. But the matter of 
jlauLj. ^^^ importance was the securing for the army the rein- 
forcements of which they stood in great need. England 
had furnished only a contingent of a hundred volunteers, 
commanded by Henry Champernoune, brother-in-law to 
Montgomery ; and this little detachment would scarcely 
even have been worth mentioning, had it not numbered 
in its ranks Walter Ealeigh, the celebrated navigator, who 
then first saw service.^ There were better hopes from 
other quarters. Towards the Pyrenees, Gramont and the 
Vicomtes had under them about ten thousand men, iniu-ed 
to long marches and skilled in the use of the petronel.^ 
Piles was despatched to try and induce them to quit their 
mountain-homes and join the body of the army. Pressing 
letters, too, were sent to Germany, whence encouraging 
news had been received. The Court had made som 
fruitless efforts to induce the Emperor and the Elector of 
Saxony to prohibit any levies made in the name of the 
Protestants. The Due de Deux-Ponts, the Prince of 
Orange, and Count Casimir, were about to bring to their 
aid a considerable force, which was to join on its way the 
contingent from Picardie, commanded by Mouy ; fix)m 
this quarter a reinforcement of not less than seventeen 
thousand men was expected, of whom three thousand 
were cavalry, together with thirty-two guns.* In another 
direction La Coche, a man of courage, had collected 
a numerous force in Dauphin^, and was endeavouring to 

^ Darcies, 'Annals of Queen EHmt the breast wben fired, -whence poi- 

beth.' trinal or petrinal. 

" Petrinal.— A fire-arm (with a » Henry Champernoune to Cecil, 

vbeel lock) between the arquebuse Niort, Feb. 6, 1669. (State Papei 

imd pistol, which was held against Office.) 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



MOVEMENT OF THE DUG D'aNJOU. 3* 

reach Poitou. Finally, the town of Sancerre had vie- chap. 
torioiisly repulsed the attacks of Nemours and of the 



Baron deS AdretS. January. 

Thus the month of January, 1569, passed without in the 

^ month of 

being marked by any important movement on the part of February 
either of the principal armies. The time of year pre- Monieur 
vented any action. The Protestants confined themselves self at 
to the task of completing, by the capture of a few small moriiion, 
towns, the occupation of the sea-coast and of Lower cute^the 
Poitou. Towards the end of February they learned that ^S^o^^of 
Monsieur, descending from Chinon, and following the JJ|^t^ 
right bank of the Vienne, had just arrived at Montmo- 
rillon. By this movement, which had been suggested by 
Tavannes, the Due d'Anjou, without entangling himself in 
the labyrinth of towns held by the Protestants, approached 
the roads from Poitou to Berry, to Limousin, and to Gas- 
cogne, and yet kept himself ready to reappear on the 
Lower Loire before his enemies could do so. He was so 
posted that he could cut oflf their reinforcements, from 
whatever quarter they should arrive. K Cond6 were to 
march to meet his auxiliaries, Monsieur had a good chance 
of giving him successful battle. But if, on the other 
hand, the Prince should not venture to quit his position, 
his army, already diminished by the cUmate and by de- 
sertion, would become day by day weaker, and the Due 
d'Anjou could then select the most favourable opportunity 
for attacking him. 

Everything seemed to be against the Protestant cause. 
An attempted coup-de-main against Havre had failed. 
La Coche, having been unable to find a point of egress 
from Dauphin^, had decided to make for Geneva, hoping 
to debouch through Franche-Comt^, to escape all chancy 
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CHAP, of pursuit by the very audacity of the march, to traverse 

' — ^ — ' unexpectedly the whole of France, and to reach Cond^. 

February. But near Neufch&tel he had fallen in with D'Aumale, 

who had gone to Lorraine to meet the Margrave of 

Baden ; he had just been killed and his troops destroyed, 

Southwards, Piles had been unsuccessful in his mission ; 

the Vicomtes persisted in not quitting Qascogne. On the 

other hand, fresh troops were flocking to the Eoyal army. 

Monsieur had already been joined by the musketeers of 

Sarlaboux and by Joyeuse's men from Languedoc, and 

he now received a reinforcement of Provencals under the 

Comte de Tende, as well as the * reitres ' of the Ehinegrave 

and the Margrave of Baden. 

CondA, not To attack such forces as these was not to be thought 

receiving 

any w- of With au army so reduced, and to act on the defensive 

ments, azMi was scarccly less perilous, considering the dejected spirits 

creasingiy of the troops. The soldiers from Provence were be- 

bytiie gi^^i"g ^ desert, and the rest were losing heart. Brissac, 

2^, who had been detached from the Eoyal army at Lusignan, 

toTCwU ^^^ created serious alarm by his successful coups-de-main. 

Charente Should, therefore, an attempt be made to get possession of 

toQue^^ a bridge on the Lower Loire? They had been unable 

in search to cffect this whcu they were in good condition. They 

Vicomtes, could scarccly hope for better fortune now. Besides 

which, the Due de Deux-Ponts was too far off to render 

such a movement really serviceable. Conde, who was 

always naturally disposed to daring resolutions, had 

seriously contemplated throwing himself into Berry, in 

order to reach Sancerre. Had Monsieur remained at 

Chinott, such a movement, if executed with secrecy and 

promptitude, would have offered a far better prospect of 

success than an attack upon Saumur.* It would have 
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disconcerted the Court and brought the Protestants and chap. 
the Germans nearer to each other by placing the former 



on the other side of the Loire. But this scheme had j-eb^^. 
become known to the Due d'Anjou, and the rumours 
which had reached him had decided him upon making a 
descent on Montmorillon. The northern and eastern roads 
being shut up, there only remained that to the south. 
On this side, too, there was an army with which they 
wished to effect a junction, and, as the Vicomtes were 
unwilling to come to them of themselves, it was neces- 
sary to go and fetch them. When a junction had been 
effected with them, it would be easier to penetrafte 
towards the Loire. It was therefore resolved to march 
on Quercy. In the beginning of March, Cond^ col- 
lected all his troops and marched towards the Charente 
by Saint-Jean-d'Angely. He was accompanied by his 
eldest son and his young nephew, who now appeared for 
the first time in the ranks of the army. Jeanne d'Albret 
had charged the Prince de Bekirn to serve his uncle as he 
would his own father.^ 

The river Charente, taking its rise in the low pastoral 
hills of Limousin, at first flows northwards as far as 
Civray ; it then takes its course in an opposite direction to 
Angouleme ; then it turns westward, and finally, flowing 
again northwards after leaving Saintes, falls into the sea 
south of Eochefort. In this slow and tortuous course 
it exceeds in length eighty-five leagues, just about double 

* Autograph letter from Jeanne predouB documents, -which, we shall 

d'Albret ^ k Monsieur le Prince^ hereafter have occasion to quote, are 

son fr^re,' among 'papiers trouyes preserved in the Biblioth^ue im- 

sar M. le Prince de Cond^, quand p^riale, 'Collection Colbert,' yol« 

il fut tn6 le 13 Mars 1569, envoyez xxiv. They wiU be found in Ap- 

aa Hoy par le Due d*Anjou le 17 pendiz, No. III. 
Mars 1660.' These original and 
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CHAP, the distance from its source to its mouth. Its course is 

V. 

'^ — ^ — ' for the most part through level and marshy plains 
jiarch, surrounded by hills of slight elevation. 

It was at the bend of the river between Angouleme 
and Saintes that the Huguenots had to cross in order to 
reach the valley of the Dordogne, and thence descend 
into Quercy. 
Monsieur, They Were masters, on this side, of all the bridges of 
taken the Chareutc, and yet Monsieur could cut off their com- 
mazches muuications before they could possibly reach the Dor- 
doira^^ dogne or its tributaries. And indeed, no sooner had 
S^k*of ^^^^ Prince satisfied himself as to any eastward move- 
^p^jj^jj^ ment of the Protestants, than, passing the Vienne at 
oirt^sl^nff Confolens and the Charente at Verteuil, he had laid siege 
^®*^- to Euffeo. That httle town had just capitulated, and the 
airagthe Due d'Aujou had only to recross the Charente and to 
Unk. - follow the left bank down to Angouleme, in order to be 
in a position either to place himself between the Dordogne 
and the enemy, or to surprise them as they were attempt- 
ing to cross the Charente. Tavannes, who had disap- 
proved of the useless expedition against Euffec, insisted 
strongly on this march by the left bank, but the Catholic 
staff was divided on the point. The Due de Guise, ardent 
and ambitious, was impatient under the supremacy of 
the veteran mar(5chal, and opposed all his plans; he 
counselled an immediate offer of battle to the Protestants. 
The Due d'Anjou, who already foresaw with uneasiness 
and aversion a rival in his young lieutenant, but who was 
also already becoming accustomed to give way before a 
will more determined than his own, put his troops in 
motion in a southerly direction ; remaining, however, on 
the right bank, and allowing Guise to scour the country 
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with his friends Brissac and Martigues. The latter threw chap. 
out parties far into the country, one of which, commanded ' — ^ — ' 
by an active, experienced, and adventurous leader, named lif^h. 
La Eiviere, succeeded even in gaining possession of 
Jamac. 

The Protestant army, nevertheless, continued its route, skirmish 
Cohgny and D'Andelot led the advanced-guard, and the van- 
reconnoitred with great caution. They had already fh© 
reached Cognac when the Admiral was informed that the ^de^ 
enemy's scouts had been seen, and had rapidly fallen atfa^t*the 
back on Jarnac as soon as they saw that they were ^^f^^ 
discovered. Coligny pursued them so promptly that he {J^n^ aWe 
entered the town at the same moment with them. Angou- 

leme, and 

La Kviere had lust time to throw himself into the thus to 

. •' . free the 

ch&teau. Astonished at this unexpected rencontre, and road to the 
seeing no trace of the enemy on the south of the river, 
the Admiral, with great sagacity, led back his advanced- 
guard towards the north, keeping away from the road to 
Saint-Jean-d'Angely, and making for the Upper Charente. 
On arriving at Beauvais-sur-Matha, his brother, who was 
at the head of half his cavalry, perceived the camp of 
Guise and Martigues posted at Anville. Monsieur was 
posted a little* farther to the east, with the remainder of 
his troops. As soon as Coligny became aware of these 
dispositions he made them known to Cond^, and advised 
him to hasten across the river, he himself preparing to 
skirmish with the enemy, hoping thus to be able to 
draw upon himself the entire Royalist army and to kee^ 
it engaged while the Prince was crossing with the 
* bataiUe,' then to fall back in the same direction, anu 
to place the river this time between the Catholic>s and 
himself : if they should pursue him still, holding no towns t 

'^ ^ )^itizedby<LiOOgle 



42 LOUIS DE BOURBON. 

CHAP on that side and finding the bridges broken, they would 
be compelled to allow the Protestants several days* start. 



March 10. Cond^, by the Admiral's advice, set his troops in 
Condi motion. The principal part of the * bataille ' was to pass 
ch6rsMf the Charente at Cognac, a column of lighter troops was 
i'oC'^AU to cross at Saintes ; and the bridges of Ch&teauneuf and 
nessfo^^^ Jamac, Bricquemault having just retaken the castle at 
thTchf- ^^^ latter place, were to be reserved for the advanced- 
rente on guard. It is worthy of notice that, Jamac excepted, 
morrow, all thcsc towus are on the left bank ; that is, on the farther 
side of the river. On the tenth of March the Prince had 
taken up his quarters at Cherac, a small hamlet on this 
side of Cognac ; the young Princes, the artillery, and the 
baggage had arrived at that town ; the * quarter-masters ' 
and a few scouts had pushed on to Barbezieux, where 
they hoped to sleep on the morrow. 
Monsieur But ou thatvcry day, the tenth of March, Monsieur 
c^eS^im appeared before Chateauneuf. Tavannes had at last 
bank.* He Carried the day. While the Admiral was preparing to 
chKu- ^^g^g® Guise and Martigues, they had been recalled by 
me^M^ positive orders, disappeared from before him, and, falUng 
JmS^ ^^^^ ^P^^ Montignac,^ crossed the river in the rear of. 
io» 11)- their army. As soon as Coligny became aware of the 
direction they had taken, he understood the tactics of the 
enemy, and fell back in all haste upon Jamac. He hoped 
that Ch&teauneuf, which was tolerably strong, would be 
able to hold out for some time, and when, on the morning 
of the eleventh, it was announced to him that it had 
capitulated on the approach of the Catholics, he refused 
to believe it.^ But his doubts were soon dispelled. The 

1 On the Cbarente, about six * The Admiral to the Prince de 
leagues above Angouleme« Cond^; Jarnac^ March 11. Papers, 
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Due d'Anjou was master of Ch^teauneuf, and the Ad- 
miral's vedettes warned him that the Catholic cavalry- 
was marching on Cognac. Uneasy as to the safety of the ji^l^ii. 
young Princes, Coligny wrote to Cond^ a pressing note, 
urging him to * send some trustworthy men ' into that 
town ; he himself remained to protect Jamac and watch 
Ch&teaimeuf ; ^ and, entrusting to D'Andelot a portion of 
his advanced-guard, sent him towards Cognac by the 
right bank ; the irregular troops on either side had al- 
ready exchanged a few shots across the river. However, 
after having appeared before Cognac, Monsieur returned 
to Ch&teauneuf with his troops. 

Whatever his designs may have been, his presence Cond^ap- 
and the superiority of his army blocked the road to solved to 
Quercy against the Protestants ; but his movement opened n^rth- 
up those to the east and the north. Cond6 duly appre- Irfep^to 
ciated the situation. He saw that reinforcements were i^^ ^d 
necessary to enable the Huguenots to accept battle with- ^^^^^^ 
out too great disparity of terms. But the contingent ^®^^" ^^^ 
which they were going to meet in Gascogne was small ^^» ?^ 
compared with the reinforcements they were expecting sufficient 
from Germany. It therefore now became an object to tude and 

thorough* 

revert to their former plan, and to march by Berry to nese. 
meet the * reltres.* Accordingly the Prince, with this 
view, resolved to , direct the main body of the army 
towards the Upper Charente, and to conceal this move- 
ment by exhibiting to the enemy a few detachments here 
and there along the banks of the river from Ch^teauneuf 

etc, already quoted, p. 39, note 1. The Bame to the same, a second 

(Appendix, No. III.) letter dated same day. Papers, etc., 

* The iVdminil to the Prince de already quoted. (Appendix, No. 

Cond^, Jamac, March 11, postscript. III.) 
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CHAP, to Saintes ; a rear-guard, left towards Jamac, was to watch 



V. 



-^ the enemy and to impede any attempt on his part to 
Ma^^ii. force a passage. And thus, whether the Catholics should 
venture to risk themselves in the midst of the Protestant 
towns, or whether, retracing their steps, avoiding Angou- 
l^me, and following the bend of the Charente, they should 
describe the arc of which the Protestants occupied the 
chord, the latter might hope to be beforehand with their 
opponents on the Loire. Doubtless the loss of Ch&teau- 
neuf was an impediment to the execution of this plan ; 
but the garrison, at the very time it surrendered, had 
blown up the bridge. Before this bridge could be re- 
built, or another could be captured or constructed, it 
would be possible to have gained ground. Above all, 
Cond^ had just been informed that Monsieur had been 
ordered to engage at all hazards, or, should he be un- 
able to do so at once, to retreat directly upon Orleans. 
Catherine, it was believed, was uneasy on account of the 
advance and success of the Due de Deux-Ponts, who had 
beaten D'Aumale and got beyond Nancy.^ Everything 
seemed to make it desirable for Cond6 to avoid a general 
engagement and to march towards the Loire. 

But how difficult an art is war! Surrounded by 
contradictory information, uncertain both as to the pre- 

^ Sainte-Eremyne to the Prince This bformation had been secretly 

de Cond6, Aogoul^me, March 10, furnished by the physician of the 

1569. The Admiral to the Prince Comte de Jamac, and his letter, 

de Cond^, Jamac, March 11. Papers, which had doubtless passed through 

etc., already quoted. (Appendix, No. the Royal army, was written on a 

III.) Among the papers found on strip 11*8 inches long and 2] inches 

the Prince de Cond6 was a lengthy broad. The importance which Cond^ 

notification from Paris to the Ad- attached to this document is proved 

miral. It contains very curious by the fact that it was found in his 

details concerning the state of affairs gauntlet, where he had concealed it. 



and the movements of the armies. 
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cise situation of affairs and the designs of the enemy, chap. 



assailed by a thousand different reflections, the general 

forms and abandons in turn the most inconsistent plans, iiurch ii. 

And even if he succeeds in shaping for himself a definite 

course out of the chaos of conflicting schemes, still it is 

seldom that he can release his mind from the influence of all 

the impressions it has received, and of all the movements 

which have been suggested to it. Cond^ had determined 

to march towards the Loire ; and yet he was involuntarily 

affected by a rumour that Monsieur contemplated an 

advance into Gascogne.^ He was unable to give up hope 

of succouring the Vicomtes, or of taking advantage of 

any imprudent attempt which the enemy might make 

beyond the Charente ; and thus, scarcely realising to 

himself what his object was, he did not move fast enough 

to avoid an engagement and seciire to himself an open 

road to the east ; while at the same time he did not keep 

his troops sufficiently concentrated to accept battle or 

to avail himself of a favourable chance. 

On the eleventh of March, whilst the advanced-guard 
was watching and following up the movements of the 
enemy on the other side of the river, the Prince re- 
mained near Cognac with a few companies of ordon- 
nance, occupied in force that town, as well as Saintes, 
placed a few detachments of foot in the villages border- 
ing on the river between the two towns, and sent a body 

' The Admiral to the Prince de Isle, south of Hiberac, and west of 

Condd, Jamac, March 11. Note P^rigueux), with the view of striking 

from the Governor of Mussidan to a blow at the army of the Vicomtes 

the Admiral, March 9, 1569, to and of the Sieur de Piles. Papers, 

inform him that the enemy was etc., above quoted. (Appendix, No. 

pushing forward to within four III.) 
leagues of his territory (on the 
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CHAP, of infantry and almost all his cavalry up towards Saint- 
Jean-d'Angely and the upper Charente. His camp ex- 



Maroh^i2. tended to within six leagues of Cognac.^ On the twelfth 
he stiU lingered, and came in person to Jarnac. The 
Admiral's anxieties were aroused by a demonsti-ation 
which the enemy was making a little below Chftteau- 
neuf. He therefore assembled all the troops of his van- 
guard near Bassac, about halfway between Jarnac and 
Ch&teauneuf. Towards evening, Cond^, upon learning 
that, the Catholics had repaired the bridge of the last- 
named town,* decided on continuing his march. He pre- 
pared to start next morning, gave all necessary orders, and 
requested the Admiral to join him at daybreak, leaving a 
sufficient rear-guard to watch the enemy, and to delay 
him, should he attempt, as seemed likely, to cross the 
river. 

During the But the Princc was not aware of the principal positions 

night of ^ r r 

tiie i2tK, of the Catholics. On the eleventh and twelfth, while he 

licB paes was demonstrating on Cognac and opposite Bassac, Mon- 

rent« ^ sicur had not restricted his operations to the repair of the 

CMt^au- bridge at Chiteauneuf ; he had brought together boats 

^ * Logifl de la bataille du unzi^me we take a diiFerent view of the events 

de mars mil V® soixante-neuf/ the from the majority of historians, or 

original memorandum of the quarter- rather, as we think that we have been 

ing of the principal corps of the Pro- enabled to fill up a blank in their ac- 

testant army. Papers, etc., already counts, we have given some ezplana- 

quoted. We advise those of our tions on this head, which will be 

leaders who take an interest in the found in a note following the ' logis 

study of military transactions to de la bataille.' (Appendix, No. III.) 

comparethis document with Cassini*B ' Note from M. de Saint-Mesme, 

map. It was such an examination AngoulSme, March 12. Papers, etc., 

of it, coupled with the perusal of already quoted. M. de Saint- 

the other papers found upon Cond^, Mesme was in command at An- 

that enabled us to understand the gouleme. He further expresses some 

Prince's plan of operations, the last anxiety as to the safety of that 

movements of the Protestant army, town. (Appendix, No. lU.) 
and the battle of Jarnac itself. As 
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and materials for the construction of a second bridge, chap. 



V. 



Biron, to whom its erection was entrusted, had acquitted 
himself of the task with a secrecy and energy worthy of m«!kSl^i2. 
his reputation as a competent and active oflScer, and with 
all the ardour of a man who is under suspicion, and who 
is determined to clear himself. At the same time, La 
Eiviere had been sent towards Montignac, in order to find 
out, if possible, the designs of the Protestants. On the 
evening of the twelfth the second bridge was completed ; 
during the night the reconnoitrers came back, and 
nothing tended to show that the Huguenots were in the 
direction of Montignac. It therefore appeared certain 
that they had not gone, and it was now possible to 
transport the army rapidly across the Charente. At two 
o'clock in the morning the passage began. 

The right bank, which was in the possession of the The right 
Protestants, forms, opposite Ch&teauneuf, a projection ^"chl- 
commanded by low hills, which yet were easy to hold ^^l ^^ 
against columns issuing from that town, and were but ^fjon*^ 
slightly exposed to artillery fire from the other bank of ^hAt^u 
the river. Between the plateau on the summit of these neuf and 

^ Triac. 

hills and Jarnac there lay, first, some rough ground 
covered with vines and brushwood, and then a level 
position rather wide, but of considerable strength, with 
steep declivities, leading down on one side to the abbey 
of Bassac and the marshes through which the Charente 
flows, and covered on the other flank, as well as in front, 
by a sluggish stream called the Guerlande. Farther on, 
the village of Triac, with a pond,^ along the edge of which 

* This pond, mentioned in all are still, in front of Triac, several 
contemporary accounts of the battle, small pools of water which have no 
is no longer in existence ; but there outlet. 
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CHAP, ran a paved road, a dell flanked by hills and opening to 
* — ^ — ' the river, presented a third line of defence. With vigi- 
^s^\2. laiicei precise orders, and oflScers who were intelligent 
as well as brave, and by a wise use of the advantages 
which the nature of the ground afforded, the advanced- 
guard — ^which had now become the rear-guard — of the 
Protestants could hold for a whole day against the 
CathoUcs the positions which nature had thus formed 
one behind another within this space of country : and, as 
all these positions were protected by the Charente, which 
from Ch&teauneuf to Triac flows almost in a northward 
direction, their retreat, had it been skilfully effected, would 
have covered the new hue of operations of their army 
while concentrating upon it the Admiral's troops. From 
Bassac and Triac the advanced-guard woidd have rapidly 
followed in the track of the ' bataille,' which was already 
in march towards the upper stream. Thus, notwith- 
standing all the grievous delays, there was still a chance 
of avoiding a general engagement and opening up the 
road to the Loire, 
ifettie of Coligny was well acquainted with this ground, which 
he had just reconnoitred several times over. As late as the 
twelfth, he had kept hismen all day under arms there, and 
had advanced till he arrived opposite Ch4teauneuf. In 
the evening, seeing that all was quiet on the other bank, 
he dispersed nearly all his forces among Triac and the 
other villages, and thought he might safely return him- 
self to Bassac. Two regiments^ of infantry and eight 
hundred horsemen, all from Poitou, under Puyvault, 

* It has been already remarked often given to it by contemporary 
that, Btrictly speaking, there were no writers, to denote a number of corn- 
organized regiments as yet. But the panies under the conduct and oigan- 
word is here employed, in a meaning ization of a single leader. 
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Soubise, and La Loue, seemed to him sufficient to hold chap* 
these heights, which were so important, from which he ' * ' 
was withdrawing, and the occupation of which was so March 12. 
vital to the safety of the army. On arriving at Bassac, 
he received the instructions which Cond^ gave him for 
the following day. He despatched them at once, but his 
messengers either lost their way or were slow; the 
orders either never arrived or arrived too late. The 
night was dark, the fog icy and penetrating. After some 
hours, Puyvault and La Loue, seeing nothing and hear- 
ing nothing, placed their men under shelter in the 
neighbouring hamlets, and, taking refuge in a house, took 
up cards and dice to wait tiil daybreak. The sentries 
which they had left behind them were neither relieved 
nor visited, and were just as careless as they. The men, 
wearied with the marches of the last few days, wet, and 
benumbed with cold, either fell asleep or joined their 
comrades. Daybreak of the thirteenth found the Pro- 
testant officers at play ; they despatched hastily a patrol 
of fifty horse towards the bridges ; and scarcely had 
these scouts proceeded a few paces when they beheld 
floating on the top of the heights the blue ensign of 
Martigues, surrounded by the light cavalry. The alarm 
was immediately given throughout the hamlets ; the 
culpable leaders, the negligent soldiery, all rushed to the 
positions they should never have quitted. 

But it was too late. The Koyal army had crossed the 
river in close column ; already the troops were massing 
on the position they had gained, and were being reinforced 
every moment. The heights facing Ch&teauneuf were 
lost to the Protestants without costing their adversaries a 
single drop of blood. ^ 1 
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CHAP. There was nothing now to be done but to defend 



V. 



the passage of the Guerlande. Soubise, Puyvault, and 
March IS. La Loue made rapidly towards it, endeavouring to rally 
their scattered forces. It was behind this stream that 
they counted upon finding the Admiral and the re- 
mainder of the vanguard ; it was here that they might 
hope to arrest the advance of the enemy. The latter 
followed them at first slowly ; Monsieur advanced with 
great caution over the broken ground which lay before 
him, and which might conceal some ambush. Soon the 
country became more level, and, opening out, exposed to 
view Puyvault's two regiments, entangled in the swamps 
on the banks of the Guerlande, and preparing to cross 
. it in order to scale the heights which terniinate at 
Bassac. La Loue and Soubise faced about upon the 
enemy with eight troops of cavalry and covered the 
retreat of their infantry. Guise and Martigues at once 
charged them with the light cavalry. La Loue and 
Soubise received them bravely ; but they were on the 
point of being completely crushed when a timely rein- 
forcement arrived. 
Admr^ns '^^^ Admiral had waited a long time at Bassac for his 
wS, ^^^^P^" H^ had, the evening before, appointed that place 
io^L ^^^ ^^^^dezvous at daybreak ; but the hour of nine had 
Ba^IZ ^^*'^*^^ before his men had mustered. He had just 
been informed that the Catholics had crossed the Cha- 
rente, and was all the more anxious to execute the orders 
of Conde ; and he was just setting out to join the Prince, 
when he saw, at the same moment, both his rear-guard 
hastily falling back and the enemy charging it. Coligny 
saw the danger; and, without countermanding the move- 
ment already begun, detached four cornets of .horse 
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under the intrepid La Noue, and sent them to the rescue chap. 
of the imperilled troops. The charge was vigorously ^^ — ^ — - 
led ; Guise and Martigues were just being repulsed, when March is. 
four squadrons of gendarmes, who had come up to their 
assistance, threw themselves on the flank of the victorious 
cavalry and pushed them back to the stream. La None 
and several others were captured ; the infantry was 
broken ; the Eoyalists crossed the Guerlande in the rear 
of the fugitives and entered Bassac with them. 

This complete rout of the rear-guard compelled the ^^^H"^"^ 
Admiral to halt and take immediate measures. The loss ^^ ^ond6 

to support 

of Bassac exposed him on one flank, and on the other Wm. 
the extreme right of the Eoyal army, which had now 
fully deployed, was advancing rapidly and threatening to 
outflank him, cut off* his retreat, and push him into the 
Charente. At this critical moment, Coligny, un\villing or 
imable to abandon his ground with a precipitation which 
was a sore trial to his self-esteem, sent to entreat Conde 
to bring to his assistance all the help he could muster. 
At the same time, retaining the coolness which was to be 
expected from a warrior of his experience and courage, 
he detached D'Andelot with a hundred and twenty 
* salades ' ^ and a regiment of infantry which he had re- 
tained near him. He ordered him to rally the rear- 
guard and to recapture Bassac ; he himself, with the 
whole of his remaining cavalry, went forward and posted 
himself a little farther ofi*, at the foot of the hills which 
commanded the road to Jamac, in order to delay the 
movements of the Catholic right wing. 

D'Andelot, who was as brave and as headstrong as his 

' * Salades.' — The 'salade* was equipped certain corps of cavalry, 
a sort of helmet, with which were Bomctimcs called by that name* j 
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CHAP, brother, and even more dashing, and who was especially 



V. 



accustomed to handle infantry, soon acquitted himself of 
March^is. ^^^ task. Guise, thinking that all was over at this point, 
D'Andeiot and ucver very ready to obey orders, had, in defiance of 

recaptures , 

Ba8sac,but Tavauucs, gone off with a portion of the light cavalry to 
out once scck a frcsh engagement on the right of the Eoyal army. 
PrXstant Martigucs alouc had crossed the Guerlande ; impelled by 
about to be ^is ardour, he continued the pursuit, and passed Bassac 
TSeyare without Waiting for the infantry, which had been retarded 
back upon ^7 crossiug the stream, to relieve him at that critical 
Triac. point. He was soon repulsed with great loss, and Bassac 
was recaptured, D'Andeiot there posted his infantry 
recruits, who, from that moment, behaved like trained 
soldiers. Brissac was the first to attack him there with 
twelve hundred musketeers, but was unable to make an 
inch of ground. But Tavannes had an eye upon every 
point of the field. He hastened to send to the support 
of Brissac the first troop he could find, which happened 
to be the Germans of the Ehinegrave. After an heroic 
struggle^ D'Andeiot, overcome by superior force, aban- 
doned to the enemy the village, now in ruins. He with- 
drew in good order, posted his infantry among the 
hedges and behind the road along the pond which pro- 
tected Triac, left Soubise there with the remainder of 
the cavalry of the rear-guard, and galloped off to join 
his brother. The latter was with difficulty holding his 
ground ; he had vainly tried to delay the movements of 
the enemy's right ; a few troops of horse which he had 
sent against it had been routed, and Chfitellier, who 
commanded them, had been killed. Nevertheless, along 
the whole line, a pause had succeeded the heat of the 
figlit ; Monsieur had halted in order to reform on the 
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heights his troops, which had been thrown into disorder chap. 



V. 



1569 



by the passage of the Guerlande. At this moment Conde 
appeared on the field. - Maoris 

The Prince had just quitted Jamac, and feehng satis- ^^^^ ap- 
fied as to anything which might happen in the direction the 

/• . r« 11 . o 1 1 Admiral's 

of the Charente, as well m consequence of the orders summons. 
he had given as of. the Admiral's presence, was quietly 
pursuing the direction he had taken with his columns, 
when Coligny's message was brought to him. The na- 
ture of its purport did not admit of hesitation. To fix 
immediately upon a fresh point of concentration for the 
whole army in the rear of the present scene of action ; to 
order the Admiral to fall back, fighting as hard as possible, 
towards that spot ; and at the same time to draw thither all 
the troops of the * bataille,' so that he need not form line 
himself till they were aU concentrated — this is what a 
general ought to have done under ordinary circumstances. 
Whatever efforts he might make, however rapid his 
movements, he could not now prevent the rout of the 
regiments which were then actually engaged. Had he 
thus manoeuvred, he would at least have been sure 
of rallying their remnants ; had he opposed, late in the 
day, fresh troops to the wearied columns of the enemy, 
he would have had a chance of obtaining some partial 
advantage over them ; and next day, while his adversaries 
were rallying, he might have effected an orderly retreat 
and got beyond their reach. But the conduct of a party 
leader in a civil war must not be judged by the ordinary 
rules of warfare. Had Conde turned a deaf ear to the 
appeal of his lieutenant, or had he replied by giving the 
orders we have suggested, he would have given deadly 
offence to the Admiral. All the Eeformed pastors and 
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CHAP, all the extreme partisans would have taken the part of 
-~ t ' -- the latter ; his defeat would have been attributed to the 



March 13. selfishness and jealousy of the Prince. Gondii would 
have laid himself open to the most malignant reproaches, 
and have lost all influence over his party. He did not 
waver ; for ' he had the heart of a lion, and, whenever 
he heard that there was fighting, he longed to be in the 
thick of it.' ^ Sending word to all the detachments of 
the ' bataille,' both infantry and cavalry, to return at 
once, and to make in all haste for the plateau of Bassac, 
he himself, * not half slow enough,' * set off at full trot. 
He was met by a fresh messenger from Coligny ; the 
Admiral had given up all hope ; he begged the Prince 
not to make a useless effort, and to retreat in all haste. 
The advice came too late. * God forbid,' replied Conde, 
* that Louis de Bourbon should turn his back to the 
enemy 1 ' He hastened onwards. But a cloud of sad- 
ness overspread his countenance, usually so beaming 
under such circumstances. He was agitated by a secret 
presentiment. He forbade the young Princes to follow 
him, and ordered them to retire to Saintes. Several 
times, as they rode, he said to La Eochefoucauld, his 
brother-in-law,' who was by his side, ' My uncle has 
made a blunder ; but the wine is drawn, and we must 
drink it.' But, at the sight of the enemy, his soldier's 
heart stifled these emotions. He took a rapid survey of 
the field. He saw the Admiral's corps reduced to half 

^ La Noue. He was killed in Paris in the 

' ' Trop peu paresseux.* D'Au- Massacre of St, Bartholomew. His 

bignd. widow died in NoTember of the 

' Fran^ois; third of the name, same year, 1572; and his nephew, 

Comte de la Rocheroucauld and de Henri Prince de Cond6, became 

Eoucy. (See note, toI. i. p. 80.) guardian of his infant children. 
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its strength and thrown back upon the last, the weakest, chap. 
of the three positions that he could have defended that — ^ — - 
morning. In front of him he saw the Eoyal army Marches. 
already in force upon the plateau ; its ranks were be- 
coming every instant more numerous, and its artillery was 
just coming up. Guise was leading the right, and was 
endeavouring to throw himself between the hills and the 
left of the Protestants — now exposed through the check 
given to Ch&tellier. Towards Triac, Puyvault and Sou- 
bise, burning to make up for their fault of the night 
before, were still holding their position among the hedges 
and behind the road round the pond ; but they had at 
their command only the debris of tlie infantry and of 
the twelve troops, which had now been for some hours 
engaged, and they were threatened with a formidable 
attack. In front of them Montpensier had sent fresh 
troops to the aid of the wearied squadrons of Martigues, 
the musketeers of Brissac and the Ehinegrave's ' reitres ;' 
their flank was menaced by the Catholic centre, where 
Monsieur himself was, and which was commanded by 
Tavannes. 

Cond^ had with him neither a foot-soldier nor a gun. He arrives 

° on the Held 

Out of the entire ' bataille ' he had brought only one or with three 
two compagnies d'ordonnance and a few noblemen and howe; his 
gentlemen of his suite — in all three hundred horse. He broken. 
had neither time to wait for more troops nor leisure to the ^*'' ^ 
retire. In a few minutes he would be surrounded, ^^^t^^ 
Yet, immediately on arriving, he ordered Coligny to and^"^*^*' 
oppose the Due de Guise with all his cavalry, and he Jionffe^ur's 
himself set off to rescue his right and engage the massive <^<^ntre. 
column of the Due d'Anjou. He called for his arms. 
As his helmet was being presented to him, La Rochefou- 
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cauld's horse broke his leg by a kick ; he had already 

crushed one arm by a fall. Mastering the pain, he turned 

MareM3. ^o his foUowers, and, pointing first to his injured limbs and 

then to his standard — which his cornet waved in the 

breeze — bearing the device, ' Doux le p^ril pour Christ 

et la patrie/ ^ he exclaimed : ' Behold, nobles of France, 

behold the long-wished-for moment ! Never forget in 

what a plight Louis de Bourbon went into battle for 

Christ and country !'* And then, bending forward in the 

saddle, with his three hundred horse he charged the 

eight hundred ' lances * of Monsieur. 

The right A charge led by Cond^ was irresistible. Squadron 

testants^ by squadrou they yielded, till at one moment the con- 

Coi^y^' fusion became so great among the Catholics that many 

c^nd?;*'''^ of them thought they had lost the day. But each suc- 

T^an* cessive advantage diminished the strength of the hero 

resistance, ^f ^j^jg ephemeral victory; fresh reserves came up in 

rounded, front of him, and already his flanks were exposed. The 

captured, ^ ... 

andaesaa- Admiral had completely failed in his attempt; his 
comet was taken, his troop broken, and he himself put 
to flight. On the other hand, Soubise, on seeing the 
Prince come into action, had flown to his assistance with 
his cavalry, and had thus left the road along the pond 
defenceless. Montpensier forced it, and, while he was 
dislodging the infantry, the ' reitres,' who followed him, 
fell upon Cond(^'s squadron in the rear. The Prince's 
charger was killed under him. In such a confusion, and 
impeded by his wounds, he was unable to mount another. 
Yet, despite all, his brave comrades would not desert him ; 
and the Poitevin gentlemen especially signahsed them- 

> * For Christ and country, danger is sweet.' * D'Aubign^. 
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selves by their prowess. Soubise and twelve others of chap. 
them were captured, covered with wounds; and up- 



wards of fifty more were killed. A veteran, named La March 13. 
Vergne, who had brought into battle twenty-five sons 
and nephews, was left on the field with fifteen of them, 
*all in one heap together.'^ Left almost alone, with his 
back to a tree, kneehng on one knee, and deprived of the 
use of one of his legs, Cond6 still defended himself. But 
his strength was beginning to fail him, when he per- 
ceived two Catholic gentlemen to whom he had once 
been of service — Saint-Jean and D'Argence. He called 
out to them, lifted the vizor of his helmet, and tendered 
to them his gauntlets. The two horsemen alighted 
and swore that they would risk their lives for his; 
others joined them and hastened to assist the illustrious 
captive. 

Meanwhile the Eoyal cavalry continued the pursuit. 
The companies one by one passed the group which had 
collected round Cond^. Soon the Prince recognized the 
red cloaks of Monsieur's body-guard. He pointed to 
them with his finger. D'Argence understood. *Hide 
your face ! ' he called out. * Ah, D'Argence, D'Argence I ' 
replied Cond6, ' you will not be able to save me.' Then, 
like CflBsar, covering his face, he awaited death. The 
unfortunate Prince knew but too well the perfidious 
character of the Due d'Anjou, his personal hatred to him- 
self, and his bloody 'recommendations.'^ The guards had 
just passed him, when Montesquiou, their captain, learned 
the name of the prisoner who was thus surrounded. 

' D'Aubign^. avoit est^ fort recommand^ ii plu 

* ' n (Montesquiou) D*aToit garde meora des favoris dudit Monseigneur 
de lefaUlirantreinent; cariI(Omc2^) quejes^ay . . .' (Brant6me.) 
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CHAP. * Kill ! kill ! mordioux ! ' he shouted, and, turning his 
horse abruptly, galloped up to him, and by a pistol shot 



V. 



mIk^iz. ^^^^ behind shattered the skull of- the hero. 

Strange fatahty of that illustrious house ! The chief of 
the race, the first of the Cond^s, falls, by a treacherous 
blow, in a civil war, fighting against his King. And the 
last of his descendants, after having, like him, served 
under a flag which unhappily was not that of Prance, was 
doomed to die in the ditches of Vincennes, the victim of 
a crime which history has justly reprobated. 

The Pro- The losscs of the Protestants were, upon the whole, less 

testant 

army than might have been expected after so great a disaster, 

rallies in a iii»-iTT 

few days, and seem not to have exceeded four hundred men, almost 
Tubtained^ all of whom, howcvcr, were gentlemen of distinction. 
i^^L Their artillery, which they had been unable to bring on 
the field, was that very evening in safety at Cognac. 
The principal part of the infantry had never been en- 
gaged. D'Acier, who was coming up rapidly with six 
thousand infantry, had halted on learning the results of 
the battle, and had rallied the debris of Puy vault's bands ; 
then, reaching Jarnac, and breaking down the bridges 
behind him, he had also entered Cognac by the left bank 
of the Charente. Other detachments, which had been 
scattered, through the distribution of the various corps of 
the army, had thrown themselves into Angouldme. The 
Admiral, pursued till nightfall, had halted at Saint- 
Sulpice, on the road to Saint-Jean-d'Angely. Next day, 
having rallied the cavalry, which was still considerable, 
he proceeded to join the young Princes, who had already 
withdrawn to Saintes. The Protestant army was there- 
fore far from destroyed, as the Catholics a few days later 
found to their cost. 
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The 'rencontre' of the thirteenth of March, 1569, chap. 

V. 

scarcely deserves the title of ' battle.' It was no more 



than a series of fights sustained by troops which were March 13. 
detached and surprised, against an enemy stronger in Criticism 
numbers from the beginning, and attacking them with his ^^\f 
whole forces. Cond^ was partially accountable for the ill Coiigny on 

that day. 

success of the day through his indecision on the pre- 
ceding days ; but his temporary vacillation is forgotten in 
the recollection of his courage and self-devotion. The 
real responsibility rests with the Admiral. Had he, as he 
should have done when he was close to the enemy, him- 
self looked to the execution of orders he had given oir 
the twelfth, the army would never have been surprised. 
The heights opposite Chateauneuf and the position of 
Bassac could have been defended and abandoned in good 
time, and an orderly retreat effected. To this grave error 
Cohgny added that of calling Conde to his aid with un- 
fortunate precipitation, and of imperilling the whole army 
and its commander in order to save himself from a partial 
repulse. Finally, his contemporaries accuse him of having 
led his last charge feebly,^ and of having appeared too 
anxious to secure his retreat, when the Prince, whom his 

* 'Here the enemy, among whom it Admiral too basely allowed a Prince 
was said that the Admiral and D'An- to be mardered, whom he had pre- 
delot were posted, charged but feebly; viously in too cowardly a manner led 
for, when they came within a lance's astray, when a little heartiness on 
length, the greater number of them his part might have rescued him 
tamed to the left.' . . . (' M6- from the danger into which he had 
moires de Ta\anne8.' The Mar6- fallen. It was this conduct of 
cbal's own account, already quoted.) which the poor Prince complained 
Coligny's conduct was much talked when dying, and when he found out 
about by the Catholics, and he was — alas! too late — that no stanch here- 
upbraided with it, with all the ex- tic ever loved those of princely blood.' 
aggerations of calumny. * We can- (' Advortissement des Catholiques 
not pass over in silence the '^ ren- anglois,' pamphlet already quoted.) 
centre " at Cognac, where that 
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CHAP, imprudence had brought into action, was falling at his 
* — r^ — ' side. The bravery of Coligny is above suspicion ; but his 
^A^iz, impatience of all authority, and his jealous disposition, 
are very well known ; and we have seen only too fre- 
quently in our modern armies what results may follow 
from like causes. Now, however, that he was left the 
sole leader of his party and his army, we shall see the 
Admiral exhibiting all the resources of his capacity and 
his courage, and for three years showing himself so firm 
and so able that his adversaries, despairing of ever 
overthrowing him by open force, had recourse, for the 
destruction of him and his party, to an atrocious coup 
d'etat. 
Effect pro- That which, in the eyes of the Catholics, gave so much 

duced by . , 

Condi's importance to the victory of Jamac was the death of 
Conde. All, however, did not recognize in the Prince 
the * great enemy of the mass.'^ It was by no means 
the universal opinion that the necessary consequence of 
our divisions was the extermination of their adversaries. 
Some, on the contrary, were of opinion that his death 
would render a settlement all the more difficult. But, 
among the chiefs of the party and its zealots, his death 
was celebrated as a deliverance. A solemn Te Deum was 
chanted at Court and in every church in France. The 
captured colours were sent to Eome, where [the Pope 
followed them in procession to St. Peter's. IVocessions 
took place at Venice and at Brussels. As for the Due 
dAnjou, he displayed his exultation, with his habitual 
baseness, by the ignominious treatment to which he chose 

> ' L'an mil cinq cent soixante- On vit porter sur tme asnease 
neuf, Ce grand ervnemy de la messe,^ 

Entre Jamac et Chateauneuf; (Contemporary Quatrain,) 
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to expose the remains of a vanquished kinsman — of a chap. 
Prince of the blood fallen sword in hand. 



On the first intelligence of Condi's death, the Due de March 13. 
Montpensier's secretary, Coustureau, had been despatched Ti^tment 
from head-quarters with the Baron de Magnac * to find remainK. 
out the truth about that death/ * We found him there,' 
wrote he, * laid across an ass ; and the said Sieur Baron, 
having stopped it, took him by the hair of the head to 
expose to view his face, which he had turned to the 
ground, and asked me if I recognized him. But as he 
had one eye out, and was much disfigured, I did not 
know what to say, except that it resembled his figure and 
hair, and , that I could say no more.'^ However, the 
accounts. of those who surrounded him dispersed every 
doubt, and the corpse, thus thrown over the back of an 
ass, with its legs and arms hanging downward, was trans- 
ported to Jarnac, where Monsieur slept on the night of 
the battle. There the body of Conde was thrown down 
amid the sobs of a few Protestant prisoners, among whom 
were two oflBcers of his own troop, Corbozon and Cler- 
mont d'Amboise, who with tears kissed the inanimate 
remains of their illustrious chief. This touching spectacle 
did not put a stop to the ruffianly jests of Monsieur and 
liis favourites.' For two whole days the remains of the 

^ ' La Vie de Louis de Bourbon, death was announced to him. Mont- 

Duc de Montpensiery par Nicolas pensier received the intelligence with 

Coustureau.' Kouen, 1642. gravity and even sadness. ' At all 

'Recording to La Motte Mes- events/ added he, *I had rather 

sem^ whose testimony we have no think of him there where he is than 

reason to question^ the Due de Mont- if he had turned his back ; he has 

pensier was not mixed up in these had the satisfaction of dying sword 

disgraoeful demonstrations. Theau- in hand, and seeing many of our 

tbor of ' Honnestes passetemps ' was regiments flying once more before 

by ihe side of that Prince, in the him.' 
very heat of the battle, when Cond<5's 
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CHAP. Prince lay in a low room, exposed to the effects of the 
— -.^ — ' air and the vulgar insults of the courtiers. The Due 
Mareh 13. d'Anjou, who already combined a show of extraordinary 
piety with antichristian principles and unnatural vices, 
wished to raise a chapel over the scene of the assassina- 
tion. But he was given to understand that this would 
tend to justify charges against him which were only too 
well founded, and he consented to hand over the body 
of Conde to the Due de Longueville, his brother-in-law, 
who laid it with due honours in the ancestral vault at 
Vendome. 
lUsiimAof The treatment which Condi's remains had received 

his life. 

raised everywhere the most profound disgust. The 
Catholics, for the most part, were ashamed of it* And 
indeed, with the exception of a few fenatics and a few 
personal enemies, Cond(5 was lamented on all sides. He 
was universally liked ; loved and admired by many. He 
is eulogized by the pen of Montluc as much as by that 
of La None. Men spoke of his magnanimity, his hu- 
manity, his courtesy, his amiable and generous nature, 
his brilliant qualities as a soldi^ and a general. In 
courage and in boldness he was never excelled ; and if 
he was wanting in those rare and surpassing qualities 
which constitute a great commander, if he was often 
undecided in his plans or blinded in action by his fiery 
nature, it is yet undeniable that in council he was 
judicious and full of expedients, and" on the field of battle 
he was often almost inspired; ever admirable alike in 

' In his 'Discours des Duels/ with sadness, 'This was once done 
Brantdme himself, speaking of the in one of our wars— where, I forbear 



right which Jamac had to carry to mention.' 
T^a Chateipmeraye upon an asp, adds, 
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daring and in tenacity. His conduct after the battle of ci^p. 
Saint-Quentin, and at Dreux, on the day of Saint-Denis, ' — ' — ' 

1569 

and throughout the whole of the second civil war ; his March i3. 
choice of the theatre of the third, as well as some of the 
movements and engagements of the last campaign — any of 
these would be suflScient to make the reputation of a 
soldier. Had he been more unfettered as a party leader, 
more absolute in the command of his own army, he 
would doubtless have obtained more frequent and more 
complete successes. 

He was dissolute and scandalous in his morals ; he 
stirred up strife in his country, and opened its gates to 
the foreigner ; he fought against his King ; and he was so 
unhappy as to forsake the religion of his fathers. These 
are the shadows of the picture. We do not wish to 
justify him. But we make bold to say that in his vices 
and in his crimes, as in his virtues and his noble deeds, 
he was a type of his age and his country. No doubt he 
espoused Protestantism without any strong religious con- 
victions. But it was not merely disgust and ambition 
that made him do so. In fighting under the Protestant 
standard he was not only seeking to avenge his personal 
wrongs ; he was contending for the independence of the 
nation and the Crown, for the succession to the throne, 
then seriously menaced. He was opening the way to 
Henri IV. Whatever judgment one may fonn of his 
conduct, it is impossible not to admire his constancy 
under reverses ; that high sense, ever free from haughti- 
ness, which under all circumstances he showed, of his true 
dignity ; his fortitude in maintaining, ^ with more courage 
than force,' ^ an unequal contest ; his faithfulness towards 
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CHAP, friends who were always suspecting him and who often 
- — ^ — ' thwarted him. And lastly, if he was an * excellent leader 
Maoris. ^^ war/ he was also ' a lover of peace.' ^ No one showed 
himself more anxious to extinguish a fire that he had 
never lighted with his own hand. That almost artless 
creduhty with which the Reformers so bitterly upbraided 
him attested at least his patriotism. Cond^ * loved and 
revered France.' This was the judgment of his con- 
temporaries. With posterity it is alike his excuse and 
his glory. 



^ La Noue. We subjoin tbe esti- 
mate of Louis L Prince de Cond^, 
given by La Noue, Montluc, and De 
Thou:— 

La Noue. — 'In courage and in 
courtesy there was no one of bis 
time who surpassed bim. Bis speech 
was eloquent, rather from nature 
than from cultivation ; he was gene- 
rous and most affable to aUj be 
was withal an excellent leader in 
war^ yet at the same time a lover 
of peace. He bore himself even 
better in adversity than in pros- 
perity. . . . The loss of so many 
illustrious personages, both Catholic 
and Protestant, in our civil commo- 
tions is to be lamented; for they 
revered our France, and would have 
contributed to her advancement if 
discord had not stirred up the valour 
of the one party, to tbe destruction 
of the valour of the others.' 

Montluc. — 'It is the opinion of 
some that his death has contributed 
to the continuation of our wars; but 
I think that, had he survived, our 
affairs would have been in a worse 



state; for a Prince of the blood, 
with such a great Huguenot fol- 
lowing as he bad, would have ob- 
tuned much more influence than 
M. TAmiral ever had. That poor 
Prince loved bis country, and had 

pity on the people I always 

found him very good-natured ; jea- 
lousy of tbe greatness of others 
ruined bim, as it has done many 
others. Further, be died in battle, 
in defence of a bad cause in the 
sight of God and man. It is a pity ; 
for, had he been employed in another 
cause, he might have been of use to 
France.' 

De Thou. — 'Hie exitus fuit Lu- 
dovid Borbonii Condsei, regite stirpis 
viri, supra natalium splendorem 
magnitudine animi ac virtute illus- 
trissimi ; qui fortitudine, constantia, 
ingenio,solerti8,renim usu, comitate, 
facundia, liberalitate, qua omneis 
simul virtutes in illo uno ezcellebant, 
paucosaequaleis, neminem, sua setate, 
vel inimicorum confessione, super- 
iorem habuit' 
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BOOK SECOND. 



CHAPTEE L 

HENRI DE BOURBON. 

FIBST OF THAT VAMB, 

1569—1688. 

Two youths of sixteen and seventeen years, the Prince de B^am and the 
new Prince de Cond^, Henri I., aie chosen leaders of the Protestants 
(March 1569); their position and circumstances.— ' The pages of the 
Admiral/— Their first actual fighting is on the day of Amay-le-Duc 
(June 1570).— Attitude of Cond^ during the Peace j the Admiial^s 
confidence in him ; earnestness of his religious convictions.— His marriaire 
with Marie de C16ves (July 1572).— Death of Jeanne d'Alhret, and 
marriage of the King of Navarre.— Cond^ at Courtj his courage and 
firmness subsequently to the Massacre of St. Bartholomew (August 1672) • 
he does not abjure till October.— Siege of La RocheUe (1573); the two 
Bourbons are compeUed to be present at it— Difference in the behaviour 
of Navarre and of Cond^; injuries and troubles of the latter,— The Due 
d'Anjou and Marie de Cldves.— Fresh party of the 'Malcontents,' headed 
by the Due d'Alen9on; he seeks union with the Montmorendes and 
Bourbons, or the ' Nouveaux.'— Peace (July 1673) ; Cond^ is unexpectedly 
appointed Governor of Picardie, and goes to Amiens.-A conspiracy is 
discovered on the eve of its outbreak (March 1574).— Arrest and noble 
bearing of Navarre.— Flight of Cond^ ; he reaches Strasbourg.— The Mal- 
contents and Protestants take up arms ; Cond^ is chosen leader by them 
(July 1674).— His delay in the commencement of operations and ill 
success.— Fifth edict of peace (May 1676).— Fresh grievances of Cond^ • 
he is disappointed of the advantages secured to him by the treaty of peace! 
—Distrust of Navarre by the Protestants ; their sympathy with Cond^.— 

Marie de CUves dies while her husband is away (October 1674). CondVa 

establishment in La RocheUe and the west, which becomes a pretext for 
the organization of the League.— General excitement— The States of Blois 
—Official and secret negotiations.— Fresh war; ill success of Cond^- 
divisions in the parties; unexpected peace (Sept. 1677).— Coohiess be- 
tween the two cousins; Catherine endeavours completely tojestrango 
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them from each other.— Cond^ Burprises La F6re (November 1579). — 
' War of the TiOvers ; ' Gondd is thereby compelled to fly. — He appeals for 
help to the Low Countriefly to England, and to Germany ; his treaty with 
the Elector Palatine. — ^He is compelled to accept the Peace of Fleix 
(November 1580) ; his relations with Navarre and with the extreme 
Protestants. — Situation of France, of the Bourbons, and of parties after the 
death of the Due d^Anjou (1584) ; the King, against his own wish, takes 
part in the League by the^treaty of Nemours and the edict of July (1585). 
— Measures taken by Navarre to keep up the contest; his fidelity to 
national interests; moderation of his language. — Brutumfidmen. — Com- 
mencement of hostilities (September 1585) ; success of Cond^ in Sain- 
tonge. — Disastrous enterprise at Angers ; flight of Cond^ to Guernsey. — 
His return to Saintonge. — His marriage with Charlotte de la Tr^mouillo 
(March 1686). — ^The extreme factions are equally dissatisfied with the 
King and the King of Navarre. — Armistice (August 1586) ; fruitless 
negotiations. — Formation of three new Royal armies; hopes of Henri HI. 
— Insignificant operations of Joyeuse in Poitou. — He quits his army 
(August 1687) ; Navarre and Cond^ recommence the campiugn. — Navarre 
marches towards the Loire to join his cousin the Comte de Soissons; the 
Prince de Cond^ goes to meet the German army. — Joyeuse, reinforced, 
marches towards liboume, where Matignon awaits him.—After having 
reinforced his army, Navarre marches parallel with Joyeuse, and gets 
before him to Coutras (September 19) ; they resolve to give battle.^Iu 
the night Joyeuse, with seven thousand men, marches on Coutras.~The 
Protestant army, five thousand five hundred strong, takes np a favourable 
position. — Battle of Coutras (September 20); cannonade; unimportant 
success of the Royal advanced guard. — Navarre harangues his troops ; he 
reinforces his left. — Decisive engagement in the centre; rout of the 
Royal army. — Meeting of Cond4 and Saint-Luc. — Dispersion of the army. 
— Cond^*8 designs ; he falls sick, and retires to Saint- Jean-d'Angely ; his 
death (March 6, lo88). — Suspicions of poison ; the page Belcastel and 
the comptroller Brillaud; prosecution of the Princess, who remains 
seven years in confinement. — Henri IV. 's estimate of his cousin.— Critique 
on this Prince. 

CHAP. A FEW days after the disaster of Jamac, the principal 
^ — ^ — ' officers of the Protestant army assembled at Tonnay- 

Maroh Charcnte, with Jeanne d'Albret, and chose for their leader 
ofTutwn' *^® youthfiil son of that Princess. But, as a mark of 
teet^ew^ ^'^^' ^^P^^^ ^^^ gratitude for the memory of the hero 
the Prince whom thev had lost, they associated with him in command 

de Beam "^ -i r^ 

and the the ncw Princc de Cond^. For more than two years the 
de Ocndi, doublc signature, ' Henry, Henry de Bourbon,* appeared 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE TWO YOUW PRINCES. 6S 

at the foot of the oflScial documents of the Eeformed chap. 
party.^ The two cousins were nearly of an age ; he who 



had just inherited the already illustrious name of Cond6 March. 
was the elder. He was nearly seventeen.^ The Prince ^^^^^-^ 

'^ are chosen 

de Beam was only sixteen. They were both of them if^^^ers of 
•^ '^ the Pro- 

active, clever, good horsemen, and good swordsmen. In testants; 

1 Ti T 1 T their posi- 

other respects they were unlike, and had never met tionand 
before. Gondii was very short, like his father ; he was S«^. 
slender, almost lean in figure, and the expression of his 
long face betokened an extremely sensitive nature, a 
nervous and delicate constitution ; while the moderate 
stature, the broad shoulders, and the round face of his 
cousin indicated a robust frame, invigorated by the air of 
the Pyrenees. After having spent a few years in Paris, 
where he had attended the classes of the Collie de 
Navarre, the son of Jeanne d'Albret had, at eleven years 
of age, returned to his mother's estates. There, in the 
quiet of the country, educated under the watchful and 
strict eye of that Princess, he received the instructions 
of La Gaucherie and of Florent-Chr^tien, or wandered 
freely among the woods and mountains ; and never had a 
more manly education developed a happier nature. On 
the other hand, nothing could have been more gloomy 
than the childhood of Cond^. At twelve years of age, 
when his heart was beginning to make itself heard, he 
had seen his mother, .worn out by sorrow and sickness, 

* M. Berger de Xivrey (' Lettres signed thus which have appeared in 

miariTea de Henri IV.' toI. i.) pub- Tarious lists. And somedmes the 

lishes ax letters bearing this double two young Princes seem to haye 

aignature. We subjoin three which separately signed identical letters; 

appear to have escaped the attention at other times their names were 

of this learned Acieidemician. (See followed by those of Coligny and 

Appendix, No. IV.) There are also the leaders of the party, 
several manifestoes and documents ' He was bom December 29, 1502« 
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CHAP, languish for many months, and expire at last in the arms of 
a husband who had only made his appearance as she lay 
dying. He had never known the care of a mother, the 
pleasant intimacies and friendly rivalries of college life, 
or the careful and loving guidance of an intelligent tutor. 
His father, carried away by the turmoil of pleasure or 
business, and soon married again, left him to the care of 
fanatical ministers ; his brothers, who were much younger 
than himself, were still under female charge. From in- 
fancy he had had to endure the hardships of civil war ; 
at one time imprisoned in Orl^ns, amid the horrors of a 
prolonged siege, at another wandering in the company of 
some band of fugitives ; and when at last his father, whom 
he scarcely knew by sight, had summoned him to take 
his place by his side in the army, it was but on the eve of 
his death. At the age of seventeen he had experienced 
nothing of life but its sorrows, nothing of war but its 
miseries. 

The very first document for which his signature was 
demanded was a sacrifice on his part. He was required to 
deliver to the Queen of England the * rings ' and jewellery 
which were then almost his only heritage. He consented 
without a word. Jeanne d'Albret, her son, and the 
Admiral all stripped themselves of their property in like 
manner. As she could get no fortresses, EUzabeth con- 
tented herself with diamonds, and upon this security lent 
twenty thousand livres.^ 

From his father's widow, Fran9oise d'Orleans, Cond6 
appears to have received neither assistance nor advice 

» The Prince de Cond^ to Cecil, froDi Queen Elizabetli, August ? , 

Junes and July 4, 1669. Inyentory 1669. State Paper Office and 

of the rings deposited and sent to British Museum (Cotton)i 
England, June 12, 1609* Receipt 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



JEANNE D'ALBKET'S RULES FOR THE TWO PRINCES. 71 

but the Queen of Navarre looked upon him somewhat in chap. 
the light of a second son. On the first intelligence of the 



1569 



disaster of Jamac she had written to the Prince de B^am, 
telling him that he must love his cousin as a brother, and 
* cultivate with him an affection cemented by the ties of 
blood and religion which should never be severed.' ^ Af- 
fection cannot be had to order ; and there is no evidence 
that it was ever very strong between these two cousins. 
But it is well known how submissive the Prince of B^rn 
was to his mother, and, as long as she hved, the outward 
appearance of close intimacy was strictly kept up by both 
Princes. They had one retinue between them, they lived 
in common, and the honours paid to each were precisely 
identical. 

The second thing on which Jeanne d'Albret insisted 'Th«Ad- 

, , iiiiral*s 

was implicit obedience to the Admiral. This precept, too, pages,* 
was faithfully observed both by her son and her ward. 
There were not wanting those about them who tried to 
instU into them a premature ambition, they were advised 
to take things into their own hands ; but Coligny had no 
great difficulty in suppressing these momentary fits of 
wilfulness stimulated by the courtiers. Until his death 
he maintained his authority undiminished ; and, although 
the Protestants were careful, both in their official docu- 
ments at the time, and afterwards in the memoirs they 
have left to posterity, to speak of the * armies of the 
Princes ' and the * travels of the Princes,' the latter, in the 
ranks and by the camp-fire, were commonly called * the 
Admiral's pages/ 

The charge of these youths, who required at once 

1 Letter of March 27, 1569. < Lottres tniasirea de Henri IV.' i. 02. 
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CHAP, tuition and control, while it was necessary to leave them 
— r — ' the appearance of being in command, was a task suffi- 
^^** ciently complicated to have caused Coligny at first, it 
would seem, considerable embarrassment. He could not 
but feel that their presence * encouraged the party ; ' ^ 
but, whether because he feared to risk their lives, or be- 
cause he was afraid of their gaining too much influence 
with his army, he sent them away as soon as any really 
serious movements were beginning. Thus they were 
only able to put in an appearance at the siege of Poitiers ; 
October 30 and ou the day of Moncontour, after having marched 
past at the head of the * bataille,' they were ordered to 
withdraw in haste, * not without tears and r^ets,' adds 
the Protestant historian, * and with serious damage to the 
army, because their escort was so large that it was 
thereby considerably weakened.* It was at Amay-le- 
Duc that he permitted them for the first time to take the 
field ; and even on that day he at first tried ^ to make 
them mere spectators.' But he had then an insuffi- 
cient force with him, and his position was too critical 
for him to think of detaching an escort. Let us here say 
a word or two on that engagement and the circumstances 
which preceded it, for the two youths on that day learned 
some useful lessons. 
Their first After the disasters of the year 1569, the firmness of 
fighting is Jeanne d'Albret, the fortitude of Coligny, and the inac- 
of Arnay*^ tivity of the Duc d'Anjou had saved the Protestant army. 
jtmr26 •^^*' ^* ^^ ^^ longer possible to carry on the war in so 
1670. confined a region as Poitou and Saintonge* A design far 
more extended than that of conquering towns filled the 

* D*AubigD^ 
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great soul of the Admiral, and he carried it out with rare chap. 
success. Leaving strong garrisons in La Eochelle and 
Angouleme, the only two towns which their party re- 
tained in the west, he took with him the two Princes and 
the whole of his remaining forces. Notwithstanding the 
disease from which he was so acutely suffering, notwith- 
standing the rigour of the winter and the efforts of the 
able Montluc, a splendid march, afterwards known as 
* le voyage des princes,' brought him, through Guy- 
eniie, Languedoc, Dauphin^, and Lyonnais, to the very 
heart of France. The Court had allowed * that little ball 
of snow to roll on unimpeded till in a short time it had 
made itself as large as a house.' ^ At last Paris became 
alarmed. An anny fifteen thousand strong, with twelve 
guns, was formed in Orleannais, and despatched against 
the Protestants. The Mar^chal de Coss^, who commanded 
it, learned at Autun that the enemy had passed him and 
were on their way to Arnay-le-Duc, in order to reach La 
Charitd The last-named town was the arsenal of the 
central Protestants ; it was therefore essential to give the 
Admiral battle before he could throw himself into it. 
Coss6 fell back in all haste in order to block the way ; 
but, being unable to get first to Amay-le-Duc, he took up 
his position to the north-east of that Uttle town, near the 
village of Clomot. Coligny boldly drew up his men in 
order of battle. To reply to tlie splendid artillery of the 
Eoyal army he had not a single gun ; the numerous de- 
tachments which he had levied in Languedoc and Dau- 
phin^ and the fifteen companies which had more recently 
joined him firom La Charity under Bricquemault, had only 
filled up the gaps left in the Protestant ranks through 

^ La Noue. 
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CHAP, skirmishes, desertions, the effects of climate, and the 
' — r — ' fatigues of several months' marching. Hence his whole 
June 26. forcc did not exceed two thousand five hundred arque- 
busiers and four thousand horse, the greater part of whom 
were wretchedly mounted. But the choice of position 
and the valour of the soldiers made up for their inferiority 
in numbers. A tortuous brook watered the foot of some 
wooded hills, and turned some mills which were ranged 
along its banks ; deep pools formed by the mill dams at 
intervals rendered its passage difficult. The Admiral 
took up his position between two of these mills, which 
were occupied by some of his axquebusiers, the rest of his 
infantry he threw into the woods ; his cavalry occupied 
the hills, the hollows of which protected them from mus- 
ketry fire ; so that the Eoyal army was able neither to 
employ its artillery nor to avail itself of its superior num- 
bers by outflanking the enemy ; for the nature of the 
stream would not allow of its being crossed at any point 
except immediately in front of the Huguenots. The mills 
and the woods were well defended. If the Catholics 
broke the Protestant infantry at one point, they were im- 
mediately charged by the cavalry and driven back before 
they had time to deploy. It was in these engagements 
that the two young Bourbons for the first time took the 
field. They behaved with the bravery hereditary in their 
race. Cond6 was at the head of the second Echelon of 
cavalry, the Prince de B^arn commanded the first. The 
fight lasted thus for a whole day, with considerable loss to 
the assailants and but little to the defending force. Night 
found the latter still masters of their positions. Next 
morning, before daybreak, the Eeformers were on their 
way to Autun, and Cossd's troops, wearied by the previous 
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day's fighting, were unable to follow them. A few days chap, 
later they entered La Charity. ' — • — ' 

This success — for it was an important and bnlhant Attitude of 
success — hastened the conclusion of the negotiations that ^^g ^j^^ 
had been for some time going on, and procured for the •^^^®' 
Huguenots most favourable terms. 

In peace Cond^ remained still, as in war, the comrade 
of the Prince de B^rn, the adopted and dutiful son of 
Jeanne d'Albret and the Admiral. His brothers were still 
at a distance from him, and the education which these 
younger Princes were receiving tended even more than 
distance to separate them from their elder brother ; for, 
although they were permitted to retain about them a few 
of the old Protestant servants of their father, they were, 
as the Huguenots used to say, ' nourris k la romaine.' As 
early as the month of June 1569, the Cardinal de Bour- 
bon had requested the King to entrust to his charge the 
children whom his brother had left under age.^ Not only 
did the King grant this request, but the Dowager Princess 
does not appear to have offered any opposition to it. At 
the time of her husband's death she had exhibited warm 
sympathy with the cause of the Keformers, and had at 
first placed herself under the protection of Queen Eliza- 
beth.^ But she very quickly cooled down, quitted La 
Kochelle, and residing sometimes at Court, sometimes on 
her estates in Brie, she shared with her brother-in-law, 
the Cardinal, the education of her sons and stepsons in 
the Catholic religion.* She herself attended neither 

* Noireys to Cecil, June 14, 1559. • There were five j two by the first 
State Paper Office. marriage, viz. Francois de Bourbon, 

* The Princesse de Cond^ to Prince de Conti, bom August 14, 
Queen Elizabeth, April 12, 15G9. 1558, and Charles de Bourbon, bom 
State Paper Office* (3ee Appendix, March SO, 1562 -, and three hy the 
No. V.) second martiage, namely, Charles Cb , 
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CHAP. Huguenot preaching nor Catholic mass, and lived with a 
license both of creed and of morals at which the Queen of 



The Ad- NavaiTe was highly indignant,^ and which must have been 

"I'fidence ^ revolting to the sincerely religious feelings of Ck)nde. 

E^rao°t*' Calvinistic doctrine had deeply penetrated the mind of 

nessof hie this Princc I the teaching he had received had combined 

religious 

convic with his misfortunes to create in him a fervid religious 
enthusiasm; his spirits, naturally bright, had become 
sombre, and, to his mind, vice, pleasure, and popery were 
all equally shocking. Thus everything conduced to his 
estrangement from Court, and the confidence which 
Coiigny manifested towards him added to the charm of 
the * mflancoliques heures ' — his own words — which he 
passed at La Eochelle. The Admiral had appreciated the 
religious earnestness and consistency of Cond^. He 
seemed disposed to delegate to him the command of the 
Protestants in the west. It was Condii who, in his 
absence, carried out his orders, and kept him informed of 
all that was going on ; they exchanged frequent letters, 
and the young lieutenant exhibited a touching reverence 
for his veteran commander.^ The Prince would therefore 
never have dreamed of quitting La Eochelle without a 
pressing invitation from his protectress. Now, Jeanne had 
declined to sanction the marriage of her son to the King's 

Bourbon, Comte de Soissons, born just like the Papists ; and my sister 

November 8, 1566; Louii^ and Ben- the Princess is stiU worse * 

jamin de Bourbon. On the education (Jeanne d'Albret to her son, Blois, 

of these Princes see the letters of the March 8, 1872. * Lettres missives 

Do>7ager Princesse de Cond^ given de Henri IV.' i. 83.) 

in our Appendix, No. V. * We give in the Appendix (No. 

* ' Your cousin the Marquise is so V.) one of these letters, from which 

altered that she gives no sign of be- we have borrowed several details, 

longing to the (Heformed) religion, The original is preserved in the 

except that she does not go to Mass j Bibliothdque at Berne. (* Collection 

for, as for her manner of life, she is Bongars,* v. cxli.; 
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sister, unless the destinies of her beloved nephew were at 
the same time fixed. She had obtained for him the hand 
of his cousin Marie de Cloves, Marquise dlsles, daughter 
of Francois first Due de Nevers and of Marguerite de ^**'""^ 
Bourbon,* a young and accomplished woman of wealth ^*"® ^^ 
and rare beauty. Cond^ accepted her jojrfully, and ob- 
tained the consent of the Dowager Princess, whom he had 
met at Court. The latter was even willing that the cere- 
mony should take place at the house of her mother, the 
Marquise de Bothelin, a zealous and inflexible Calvin- 
ist. In the month of July 1572, they were married in the 
beautiful chateau of Blandy, near Melun, which had always 
been one of the most secure strongholds of the religion 
professed by the youthful pair. 

This thoroughly Protestant union was like a family Death of 

Jeanne 

gathering for the Reformed leaders, and yet it seemed to d'Aibret. 
take place under mournful auspices. She who had 
planned it with truly maternal anxiety, Jeanne d'Aibret, 
was not permitted to be present. A violent and rapid 
disease had carried her off a month before. Sinister 
rumours were circulated as to her death, and few of the 
party doubted but that the Queen of Navarre had been 
the victim of poison. But nothing was said openly. 
Catherine was universally mistrusted ; but men began to 
rely upon the King, who seemed to be weary of his 
mother's constant domineering, and to distrust the faction 
of Lorraine. Moreover, the Admiral, weary of the civil 
war, and this time full of a noble and patriotic scheme 
which he was pursuing with his wonted tenacity, was 
bent upon running every personal risk to bring about the 
intervention of France in the Low Coimtries. It was 

* Marguerite de BourboD was sister to Louis I., Prince de Condfi. 
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CHAP, necessary for him above everything to gain the confi- 



I, 



dence of the King. Was it possible to refuse the pledge 
^ ^ which this Prince was giving of his good- will : the hand 
of the of his sister — his * Marffot ' — offered to him on whom 

King of ° 

Navarre, the Reformers rested so many hopes ? All was in readi- 

CondAat "^ ^ 

Court. ness for the marriage which had been for so long a time 

His) 

courage the theme of conversation ; the principal Protestant per- 
ness Bub- sonagcs flockcd to Court, and the new King of Navarre 
toSr' ^ arrived, accompanied by Cond^. 

of s^h^r Who has not read of those marriage festivities, so rudely 
mew.^°^°^ interrupted by a frightful scene of carnage : the murder 
u^^^ of the Admiral, the arrest of the two Bourbons, the mas- 
sacre of all their friends, all their retainers, under their 
very eyes, in the courtyard of the Louvre? Neither 
years nor rank were respected. The assassins penetrated 
into the chamber of Marguerite, and an aged man, named 
Briou, who had never quitted the young Prince de Conti,^ 
who had seen more than fourscore years, and whose hair 
was white as snow, was stabbed with the child clinging 
around his neck, and trying with his little hands to ward 
off the blows.^ It was in this terrible crisis that the firm 
and high-minded character of Cond^ displayed itself. 
When all others were struck down by terror ; when even 
those who were most indignant at this atrocious crime 
were the loudest in its praises in public ; when the Pr&i- 
dent de Thou,^ ' who wept and sighed at home,' arrived 

^ Cond^*8 second brother, and, like When St. Bartholomew was men- 

hini, son of £l6onore de Roye. tioned to him, be used to reply in 

■ D'Aubign6. the beautiful lines of Statins : 

» Christophe de Thou, father of * Excidat ilia dies »vo, nee posters 

the historian. This weak but honest credant 

President afterwards expressed his S»cula I nos certe taceamus ' . . , 

real opinion of the conspiracy of Au- {Stlvarum, Book V. ii. line 88.) 



gust 24, 1572, in a Latin quotation. 
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at the head of his company to congratulate the King on chap. 
his action, and enlarged on the proverb, * Qui ne sait dis- 



simuler ne salt r^gner ; ' ^ when already the attitude of August 24. 
Navarre was passive and resigned — Cond6 alone stood 
firm. Even on the very night of the Massacre of St. 
Bartholomew, when led before the King and violently 
interrogated, he replied in such a haughty manner that 
Charles IX., in a passion, dismissed him from his pre- 
sence with these terrible words : * Mad conspirator I rebel ! 
son of a rebel ! if in three days you do not change your 
tone, I will have you strangled/ ^ 

The delay was a little longer ; a minister, named Des He does 
Eoziers, who had been converted from Protestantism to Sii Octo^ 
Catholicism by the noise of the musketry, was entrusted 
with the task of instructing in his new faith the King of 
Navarre and Catherine de Bourbon, the Prince and the 
Princesse de Cond^, *in order to give them a more 
honourable excuse for conversion.' Already all the Ee- 
formers had abjured their faith ; it was the month of Sep- 
tember ; Cond6 alone of his family remained firm. The 
King again sent for him. As soon as he caught sight of 
him he rushed towards him, and exclaimed with an oath : 
* Mass, death, or the Bastille ! Choose ! ' * God allows 
me not, my Lord and King,' replied Conde, quietly, ' to 
choose the first! Of the others, be it at your pleasure; 
which may God in His providence deign to direct ! * The 
King, ftirious, called, it is said, for arms to kill him on 
the spot, but the Queen threw herself at the feet of her 
husband and prevented him. Cond^ was led out. When 

^ D*Aabign6. ne changez de langage; je tous ferai 

* ' Enrag^^ s^itieux, rebeUe, fils ^trangler.' 
de rebelle, si dans trois jours tous 
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CHAP, he got home he had a long interview with Des Boziers, 



I. 



1572 



at the conclusion of which he at last yielded, and, ^ laying 
upon his head the lisk of his damnation, escaped the Bas- 
tille prepared for him.'^ On the twenty-ninth of Septem- 
ber, he and the King of Navarre were present at a solemn 
mass in honour of St. Michael ; and on the third of Octo- 
ber the new converts wrote to the Pope deploring their 
former sins and offering ' him unquaHfied submission. 
Cond6 and Marie de Cleves expressed their regret for 
having celebrated marriage without the rites of the 
Church. The Holy Father granted them absolution and 
a dispensation, and, on the fourth of December, the Car- 
dinal de Bourbon gave them the marriage blessing in the 
Church of Saint-Germain-des-Pr&.* 
Siege of ' For two months a horrible and cruel tempest raged 



cheiie throughout Francc/* There were so many massacres 



thrtwo that it might be thought the Protestant party was for ever 
exterminated. The military nobility, which composed the 
fighting strength of the Protestants, was decimated; those 



Bourbons 
are com- 
pelled to 
be preseut 

*' ^^ who had escaped the knife were either in confinement or 
flight. But the Seformers of the middle classes, among 
whom were to be found the bone and sinew of the party, 
had not been reached. They had stood out. Among 
other towns La Bochelle had been proof against either 
surprise or concessions more or less sincere ; in order to 
reduce it, recourse must be had to other means than 
treachery and assassination. An army was collected in 
Poitou under the command of Monsieur. It was thought 

1 D'AubigD^. Bourbon et Marie de CldTes, prince 

* 'Les actes et dlspence du mar- et princesse de Condd. Lyon, par 

riage oonfirm^y contracts, et o^^bi4 Benoist Rigaud, 1573/ 

par rauctorit^ apoBtoliqae, entre * Mezeray. 

trds-nobles et tr^s-illustres Henry de 
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that the conqueror 6f Jamac and of Moncontour would chap. 



1578 



have no difficulty in getting the better of such a handful 
of rebel citizens ; and, in order to reduc>e them to despair, 
their former leaders, the converted Bourbons, received the 
order to follow the army. 

To refuse obedience to the summons, or to escape from Difference 
it by flight, was impossible. The Princes had not with haviour of 
them a single friend, or even a servant, whom they could and^o™ 
trust, and the vigilance with which they had been watched it^iU 
ever since St. Bartholomew's Day had never been for an troubles of 
instant relaxed. At the same time they were not both ^^ ^^^' 
treated exactly alike. The King of Navarre, if he had not 
more liberty, had at all events more respect shown him. 
The courtiers found him a pleasant companion ; he made 
himself agreeable to the ladies ; the King was fond of him ; 
the zealots did not mistrust him ; and when the * kinglet* 
found the jokes against him pushed too far, he knew how 
to turn the laugh on his own side by lively repartees. As 
for his mother's instructions and the lessons of the minis- 
ters, he seemed to have quite forgotten them all ; and he 
seemed to be accommodating himself so well to this new 
style oi life, and supporting so cheerfully his ill-fortuae, 
that the most clear-sighted might be deceived into thinking 
that pleasure was his only thought. Cond^, on the other 
hand, was unchanged. He had always the same austere 
and gloomy bearing, he made no secret of his disgust at 
Court life, and at the religious exercises which were 
imposed upon him. Nothing in his behaviour tended 
to soften the hatred with which his name was regarded. 
He found, too, no consideration, no sympathy ; and, to 
complete the affronts that were offered to him, the Due 

VOL. II. • G 
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d'Anjou had been smitten by his youthful wife, and openly 
persecuted her with his insolent love. 
1573 There was at that time at Court an ecclesiastic of 

The Due 

d'Amou twenty-seven years of age, named Philippe Desportes, who 
de ciiveB. had while in Italy learned the art of writing songs of gal- 
lantry and passion, and who will always be looked upon 
as one of the most elegant poets of the sixteenth century. 
Desportes was poor ; he was anxious to become an abb6, 
and his compliant muse became the servant of the 
intrigues of the last Valois sovereigns, as we shall see 
Malherbe at a later date minister to the fancies of Henri 
rV. In his capacity of poet go-between, he first became 
known by some verses which were intended to reconcile 
Charles IX. and Marie Touchet, during a temporary 
quarrel; and he now brought out an elegy, in which, 
under the characters of Eurylas and Olympias, there 
figured two persons not easily to be mistaken. The title 
of the piece alone — * A First Adventure ' — ^was a marked 
allusion ; for the lovely Marie de Cloves was, it is said, 
the only woman who had ever touched the heart of the 
Due d'Anjou.^ In the opening verses, dedicated to 
Eurylas, everyone discovered the young and brilliant 
victor of Jamac and Moncontour, and, under the absurd 
description of the husband of Olympias, there was no 
mistaking the sombre and jealous character of the Prince 
de Cond6. The sister of Eurylas, Fleurdelis — an easily 

1 ' fn^gies/ Book ii. At a later fUmislied with rich abbacies^ he en- 
period, Desportes strung together deavoured to atone for the errors of 
sonnet after sonnet in honour of his youth by the composition of reli* 
Ren6e des Rieux, called 'La belle gious poems, which are much less 
Gh&teauneuf/ who was the Due known, and, to say the truth, much 
d'Anjou's mistress. Towardsthe dose less entertaining than his early 
of his life, having been plentifully writings. 
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detected pseudonym for Queen Marguerite — lent to the chap. 
passion of her brother the aid of her experience. She 
upbraided Olympias with her coldness, and, 

Plus savante aux eflfets de ramoureuse flamme, 

she enlightened her by her counsels. 

These overtures were but too well received, if we are to 
beheve Desportes and the verses wherein he describes a 
supposed interview between the two lovers in an apart- 
ment in the Louvre, 

Au fond da vieux palais, autrefois le sdjour 
Des demi-dieux de France. . . . 

But we are far from trusting to the unsupported testi- 
mony of Desportes ; nor would we see in the voluptuous 
pictures in which he delights anything beyond a very un- 
worthy exercise of poetic license. But when Monsieur 
actually encouraged the circulation of such verses, he as- 
suredly made no secret of his passion ; all contemporary 
historians agree on this. His guilty love had declared 
itself with a violence which seemed resolved to defy every 
obstacle, just as the order was received to march to the 
siege of La Kochelle. 

In following the Due d'Anjou, Cond^ had at least the 
consolation of knowing that Marie de Cloves was removed 
from the danger of his detestable advances. But what 
bitterness must have filled his soul when he found himself 
before that town which was to him as it were a second 
fatherland ! Wliat grief to behold opposed to him behind 
its walls, those gentlemen of Saintonge whose brothers fell 
so nobly at Jamac, those citizens who had so often re- 
ceived him with enthusiasm when he accompanied Jeanne 
d'Albret among them I Compelled to fight against his . 
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CHAP, friends, led against them too by the very man whom he 



I, 



1673 



had a right to call the murderer of his father, and who 
was now intent on seducing his wife, he courted danger 
with the eagerness of a man weary of his life. Added to 
which he was conscious that the Court was anxious to be 
rid of him : some historians state that he was poisoned ; 
he himself, feeling that he was sickening, thought so too, 
and longed instead for a soldier's death. ' My enemies,' 
said he, * have only to send me to the breach or to the 
charge ; I will head them and expose myself to every 
risk.' 
Fresh The siege of La Rochelle had, however, lasted four 

party of 

the 'Mai- mouths, and there were no signs of its capitulating. Not 

he^*eci by ouly was the Eoyal army being decimated by sickness and 

d'Aien<;oii. unsucccssful Hssaults, but the attitude of the nobility who 

uniorwith surrounded Monsieur began to give cause for uneasiness. 

mor^des ^^^ P^^J? which gathered strength day by day, attached 

bonsf o^ ^t®^^^ *^ ^^^ ^^^ d'Alen9on, the King's youngest brother, 

the • Nou- ^i^Q ^as serving in the army for the first time, and who 

seems to have brought thither more taste for intrigue than 

for war. These * Malcontents ' counted on the assistance 

of the numerous and powerful family of Montmorency, 

who had since the Massacre of St. Bartholomew kept in 

the background, having retired to their estates or their 

vice-royalties, as well as on the support of the Huguenots 

who were scattered and concealed in different provinces. 

Agents were despatched to Poitou, Saintonge, and Gas- 

cogne to stir up the fragments of the party, and overtures 

were made to the ' Nouveaux ' — by which name the two 

Bourbons and those who, like them, had recently abjured 

Protestantism, were known in the camp. The King of 

Navarre received these overtures with his wonted caution ; 
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Cond^j less self-possessed, and bleeding at the heart, ' spoke chap. 
only too openly.' ^ 



Several plans were formed ; but no attempt had been j^[^ 
made to put them in practice, when they were interrupted Peace is 
by the Peace. The election of the Due d'Anjou to the co°ndS is ' 
throne of Poland had furnished an excuse for raising this ^^^ly 
unfortunate siege. The Eochellois obtained naost advan- ^^^^ 
tageous terms, not only for themselves, but for the whole ^[/^^Td" 
Protestant party, which already in several provinces was ^^. ^ 
becoming reorganized as of old. The troops were dis- 
banded ; the Princes and the courtiers returned to Paris, 
and then accompanied the newly-elected King as far as 
Lorraine. He had decided, not without some hesitation, 
to accept his splendid banishment. Cond6 was one of the 
party. In taking leave of him, the King of Poland in- 
formed him, to his great surprise, that he had obtained for 
him from his brother the restoration of the Government of 
Picardie, and permission to go there at once.^ Perhaps 
Conde owed this to the fascinations of Marie de Cleves ; 
perhaps also, in thus favouring the Prince, his unexpected 
patron had merely deferred to the advice of his mother 
the Queen. Catherine doubtless hoped thus to break up 
the alarming coalition between the 'Malcontents,' the 
' Nouveaux,' and the Huguenots, between the Due 
d'Alen9on, the Montmorencies, and the Bourbons ; she 
doubtless wished to deprive the King of Navarre — who 
was supposed to be as vacillating as his father — of the 
support and advice of a kinsman whose firmness was 

' D'Aubignd. tained it ' hj the means of the King,' 

' In a letter, dated November 13, (Henri III. was then on the throne). 

1579, in which he claims his resto- Autograph letter. ' Archives de 

ration to this post, Cond^ reminds Cond^' (Appendix IX.). 

the Queen-Mother that he had ob- 
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CHAP, dreaded. Cond^ therefore set out for Amiens towards the 
-^ — r — ' close of the year 1573 ; but his departure did not at all 

March, afifect the schcmcs of the new alhes, the conspiracy which 
Conspiracy had beguu uudcr the walls of La Rochelle continued its 

discovered 

on the eve coursc, and the plot was just about to explode when the 

ofiteout- . 

break. cowaxdicc of the Due d'Alen9on ruined all. The King of 

nobiebear- Navarrc was arrested and interrogated; but instead of 

Navarre, defending himself or accusing others, he gave such a pa- 

Condl °h6 thetic and dignified history of his life that the King was 

^^ moved, and his adversaries discomfited. This speech was 

boiug. ^ revelation ; through the admirably constructed form of 

words with which Queen Marguerite, according to Court 

gossip, had clothed the thoughts of her husband, men felt 

now for the first time the throbbing of that noble heart 

which had inspired those few pages, and found such words 

for the utterance of its emotions. 

We cannot here detail the conduct of Henri IV. during 
the four years which elapsed after the Massacre of St 
Bartholomew. It would be a history in which there was 
much to blame. But with all his weaknesses and lapses 
from virtue, he yet was able to avoid everything that 
savoured of baseness. He knew how to feign without 
treachery, and to concede without discredit. Surrounded 
by corruption, placed in a position of unprecedented diffi- 
culty, with all the craft and diplomacy which it necessita- 
ted, it is a marvel that he was able to preserve at once his 
life and his honour. In the last respect his conduct pre- 
sents a remarkable contrast to that of the Due d'Alen9on. 
In proportion as the King of Navarre had exhibited 
dignity and prudence, so had the latter shown cowardice 
and folly. Though endangered by the avowals of that 
wretched Prince, and by those of the two /victims whose 
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names remain associated with this conspiracy — La Mole chap. 
and Coconnas— Conde was, nevertheless, able to effect his 



1574 



escape from Amiens, just as he was on the eve of arrest. 
He succeeded in reaching Strasbourg, where the liberties 
of an imperial city secured him from all danger. 

As soon as he was in safety, he wrote a respectful The*Mai- 
letter to the King, to which he received a much more andW 
gracious answer than he expected. Charles IX. excused t^e up 
him, and advised him to remain firm in the Catholic faith, ^^l j^ 
and to repair to the King of Poland, who was ready to f^^ by 
receive him. But Cond^ was too high-spirited to accept ^^^^ 
such hospitahty, which he well knew was a snare set for 
his honour ; and his piety was too real to allow him to 
continue the practice of a rehgion which he abhorred. 
Scarcely was he free when he returned pubUcly and joy- 
fully to the faith from which in his heart he had never 
wavered. He was poor and without resources ; but he 
counted on the assistance of the Protestant Princes. He 
wrote to Queen EUzabeth, to the Elector Palatine, and to 
his co-religionists in France.' In the whole of the south 
and west the latter were in arms. It was on the very day 
— Shrove Tuesday — when the conspiracy was to have 
been carried out, that the arrests had been made at Court; 
and this had been done so suddenly that there was no time 
to counter-order the rising in the provinces. The move- 
ment therefore had begun everywhere. The Protestants 
this time were not alone ; the Montmorencies had been 

^ There are to be found in La M. de Bastard (who died in China, 

Popelinidre'e ' Histoire ' a number of deeply lamented, Muce these lines 

despatches and memoirs written or were written) has printed several 

signed by the Prince de Condd of them in his 'Vie de Jean de 

during the two years which he Ferriferes,* but the greater part have 

passed in Alsace and in Switzerland, remained unpublished. 
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CHAP, too deeply compromised, by the confessions of the Due 
^ — r — ' d'Alen9on and of La Mole, to go back. Fran9ois, the 
^^'^^ head of the family, was in prison ; but two of his 
brothers, Thore and M^ru, had fled to Germany, where 
they were levying soldiers ; and the most powerful of all 
— Damville — ^who was exercising in his government of 
Languedoc all the power of the great mediaeval crown 
vassals, after some hesitation, finally joined them. The 
Due d'Alengon and the King of Navarre being still re- 
tained at Court, Cond^ was the only Prince whom the 
malcontents were able to place at their head. Proclaimed 
in the first instance * Chief and Governor-General of the 
Churches of France ' by the assembly of Milhaud,^ he 
was afterwards styled ' Protector of the Association of 
the peaceable Clergy and Catholics with the Eeformed 
Churches of the Kingdom.* 
His delay Yet he was either unable, or did not know how, to do 

in the 

commence- what was cxpcctcd of him. While Damville was cam- 
operations, paigning in Languedoc, Montbrun in Dauphin^, and La 
Buccws". None in Poitou, we find him wandering for more than 
two years between Strasbourg, Berne, and Basle, always 
very busy, in frequent conference with the aged Beza, re- 
ceiving and haranguing deputations or ministers from La 
Kochelle, despatching in every direction the Vidame de 
Chartres, Beau voir la Node, and the other indefatigable 
agents who for twelve years had scoured Europe in quest 
of allies for the Huguenots, enlisting Swiss, concluding 
with the Elector Palatine a compact which would have 
been odious if it had not been absurd and impossible," and 

' July 1574. Prince possession of the Trois 

' January 1575. £v^ch^s, which the Empire was so 

* Among other exorbitant conces- intent on acquiring from France. 



aions, he guaranteed to this German The orinnal of thisHreatyjis in the 
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finally, despatching to the King endless ambassadors and 
protestations — in a word, negotiating and organizing a 
great deal, but never ending by taking the field. His 
father, leaving it to others to devise treaties and enlist 
soldiers, would have thrown himself into the thick of the 
fighting. 

Never had any party been in a more favourable position. 
Charles IX. was dead. After spending several months 
and enormous sums in a gorgeous progress, Henri HI. 
was occupying himself, not in restoruig order to his 
kingdom, but settUng the etiquette of his household, and 
presiding at religious ceremonies alternately with brutal 
debauches. The Due d'Alen9on had succeeded in escap- 
ing from the Court in September ; and, notwithstanding 
the just and keen mistrust which his character inspired, 
the adhesion of the only brother of a childless King 
was a great moral support to the confederates. Now 
was their time for action. Thanks to the gold of Eliza- 
beth, Conde had at last succeeded in raising a small 
army ; but, instead of entering France with his whole 
force, he contented himself with detaching two or three 
thousand horse and sending them to Monsieur under the 
orders of Thore. This feeble and ill-timed movement 
simply gave occasion for a serious check to the con- 
federates, and for an easy but brilliant success to their 
enemies. Thore was defeated by the Due de Guise at 
Dormans ; the majority of his ' reltres ' entered the ser- 
vice of the CathoUcs, and he himself was left to bring to 
the aid of Monsieur a mere handful of horse. 

Biblioth^ue imp^ritile (Colbert, v. to admire most, the presumption of 

399). I do not think it has ever the Elector, or the nuyet<S with 

been published, bat it is well known, which he seems to have received the 

On reading it, one is at a loss which chimerical engagements of hk allies, j 
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CHAP. Cond^ had at all events tenacity of purpose. Notwith- 
standing the check of Thor^, he succeeded in reconstruct- 



May. log his army, and at last crossed the frontier. But the 
Edict of ^^^^ which the Queen of England had advanced to him 
Peace. y^Q^Q all spcut. *I entered Germany,' he said, 'with 
eighty-four ecics, I left it with a florin.' Moreover, his 
men, not receiving any pay, gave themselves up to ex- 
cesses such as had never before been witnessed. Thus he 
passed through Lorraine, Bassigny, Bourgogne, and Bour- 
bonnais, exhausting and laying waste the country, but 
never fighting. Mayenne, who was observing him, had 
too small a force to attack him, and Cond^ was too raw a 
general, or had too little influence over his undisciplined 
troops, to take the offensive.^ At last, however, he at- 
tained his object, and made a junction with Monsieur, 
who, without striking a single blow, obtained the Fifth 
Edict of Peace.2 
Fresh Four ycars after the Massacre of St. Bartholomew, the 

grievances 

of Cond^; Protcstauts obtained the most favourable conditions they 
appointed ] had cvcr yet enjoyed. But the free exercise of the Ee- 
rant^ea formcd rcligiou was not the only concession that they 
hl^ by the forced from the King. The confederates had secured to 
Treaty. themsclves a shamefid amount of indemnity, and Cond(^ 
certainly had a right to his part in this pillage of the 
treasury and this dismemberment of the property of the 
Crown. The treaty guaranteed him the restitution of 
the government of Picardie, with P^ronne as a place of 
security, and a bounty of five thousand livres. But he 
never saw the money, his authority was never acknow- 
ledged in Picardie, and the gates of P^ronne were shut 

» He felt this himself. See hia April 9, 167«. (Appendix, No. VII.) 
letter to the Elector Palatine of » May 1670. 
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against his troops. Alternate weakness and treachery chap. 
makes up the history of the reign of Henri III. Never 



1676 



before had the Eoyal authority fallen so low in France. 

Conde felt very bitterly this breach of faith. The Due 
d'Alen9on, loaded with favours, and'already well pro- 
vided for, was about to make a triumphal entry into 
Bourges, and wished the Prince to accompany him. 
' Monsieur,' repUed Conde, ' I am aware that the citizens 
of Bourges are ill-affected towards those of my religion, 
and it is not improbable that some rogue, while pretend- 
ing to look in another direction, might aim at my head. 
The rogue would be doubtless hanged, but at the same time 
the Prince de Conde would be dead. I beg. Monsieur, 
that I may not be the cause of that rogue being hanged 
out of love to me.' And he proceeded to join the King 
of Navarre in Guyenne. 

Although the latter had been away from Court akeady Distrust of 
three months, he had taken no part in a war which had by the^ 
neither fighting nor glory ; he had taken but little in ne- antir* 
gotiations which were without sincerity. As he had never !^thy"^th 



professed Protestantism, and had never been on good 
terms with the confederates, no one made any stipulation 
on his behalf, and his formal restoration to the govern- 
ment of Guyenne was the consequence merely of a general 
measure. He would have preferred much that neutral 
and independent position which was so well suited to his 
character and opinions, but the EocheUois insisted that 
he should declare himself. He had already announced to 
them his proposed visit, when he was given to understand 
that the capital of the Eeformed faith could never open 
its gates to a Prince who had been for three months living 
without any religion, and around whom were to be seen 
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CHAP. * SO many who had plied the knife on St. Bartholomew's 



I. 



Day.'^ Henri at first hesitated. To enter once more 
Aug^t. the bosom of the Calvinist Church — this would be to 
break up the Catholic nobility who surrounded him, and 
seriously to diminish liis scanty band of followers. It 
would also make it very difficult to re-establish his 
authority in Guyenne. But, if he were rebuffed by La 
Eochelle, he would lose for ever the support of the Pro- 
testants. Yet the attitude of certain Catholics, whose 
ardour could not fail to carry witli it the less excited body 
of their coreligionists, rendered a general contest immi- 
nent and unavoidable. Where would he find himself in 
this event, if he did not place himself at the head of the 
Protestants? The Prince de B^rn was not fond of 
extreme courses ; but he knew well how to adopt them 
when necessary, and, as he had no serious faith to 
overcome, he submitted to the public abjuration of the 
Catholic religion required of him, and made his entry 
into La Eochelle. 

The evident mistrust with which he was received there 
contrasted strongly with the warm welcome given to 
Cond6 in the same town a few days later. The latter, 
it is true, had every claim on the sympathy of the Pro- 
testants. His conduct after St. Bartholomew's Day was 
no secret ; it was well known that as soon as he was free 
he had hastened to return to the religion of his youth. 
Since then he had been seen openly negotiating and 
taking active measures in the cause of the Protestants ; 
and finally, the last afiiront which had been ofiered to him 
proved how incorruptible he was known to be, and how 
unalterably attached to his religion. 

* D*Aiibign4. 
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He had not a single tie to the opposite party. The chap. 
Queen of Navarre was a Catholic, and lived at Court, w— ; — ^ 
mixed up in all its intriffues. But Cond^ was now a „ \^^t 

'^ , *^ Mane de 

widower. On his sudden departure two years before, he cifeves 
had been compelled to leave behind him his wife, who herhua- 
was then some months advanced in pregnancy. The away, 
result proved fatal to Marie de Cleves. She died on the 
thirteenth of October, 1574, in giving birth to a daughter,^ 
the sole heiress of her great wealth. However scanty the 
reliance we can place in an elegy written by Desportes, 
it is certain that this first and brief marriage of Conde 
had been an unhappy one. Even if Marie de Cleves had 
resisted the overtures of Henri IH., she nevertheless had 
been far from insensible to his adoration ; indeed, it 
appears as if she had not been indisposed to a divorce on 
the plea of her husband's return to heresy. The King 
had never faltered in his devotion to her. At Warsaw 
his principal consolation had been to write to her with 
his blood ; on his return thence, when he heard of her 
death, he exhibited the deepest grief, which displayed 
itself, hke all his passions, in the most childish manner. 
He wore, in token of mourning, death's-heads attached to 
his aiguillettes ; and the Cardinal de Bourbon was com- 
pelled to have the body of the Princess exhumed and 
removed from Saint-Qermain-des-Pres, the King refusing 
to enter the Abbey as long as these precious remains were 
there. 

We left Conde at La Rochelle.^ He only made a 1576. 
short stay. In compensation for the advantages which, ^g^abtish- 
though guaranteed to him by the Edict of Peace, he had ^%^^ 

chelle and 
* Catherine de Bourbon, Marquise d'Islea ; died unmarried in 1595. the weet. 
" August 1576. ^ J 
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CHAP, never enjoyed, he had asked the King for an establishment 
w \ — - in Saintonge, and had received a favourable reply. Judg- 

j^^'^l^ ing it prudent to see for himself that these fresh promises 
were carried out, he commenced by taking possession of 
Cognac and Saint"Jean-d*Angely, and then purchased 
from the Sire de Pons the important fortress of Brouage. 
Having established himself in this fresh acquisition, he 
wished to return to La Bochelle. But the Protestant 
party had taken umbrage ; it had always been reluctant 
to submit to the authority of the first Cond^ and since 
the death of that hero, it had become accustomed to act 
independently of princes. And so Conde, who when he 
arrived alone and necessitous had been received with 
transports of welcome, now found the gates shut against 
him as soon as he began to obtain the smallest degree 
of power. He was compelled to open negotiations, and 
was only allowed to enter the town on condition that his 
suite did not exceed seven gentlemen. La Rochelle was 
a little republic constituted after the manner of the 
ancient cities ; it was necessary there to be perpetually 
addressing the assembled people. Like his father, Conde 
was a fluent and graceful speaker, and on this occasion 
* he showed himself more of an orator than a soldier.' ^ 
By a succession of very able speeches,* he deeply moved 
the hearts of the burgesses, contrived to arouse a sus- 
picion of treachery to the Protestant cause on the part 
of the mayor and the bailiffs, and then, playing the part 
of a gracious and peace-loving prince, dissuaded the 
people from their intention of bringing to trial these 
supposed agents of the Court. By the end of two months 
he was virtually master of the place, and was able, with- 

» D'AubigmS. 

' Lr Popeliniere quotes several of them. Vol. ii. B^[]|fe^b[^ 
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out any uneasiness, to make excursions to Saint-Jean- chae. 
d'Angely and other places, still keeping La Eochelle as ' — . — ^ 
his head-quarters, ^^^^ 

All this consolidation of Protestant power in the West He be- 
had been effected with much ability and courage, but did pretext for 
not spread beyond the places already named. Cond6 zation^^" 
met with the same obstacles in Saintonge which he had Le^ague. 
encountered in Picardie. It was in order to resist him 
in the latter province that Jacques de Humieres had 
organized that confederation afterwards known as the 
League, and as soon as he was seen in Saintonge, Louis de 
]a Tr^mouille, Due de Thouars, placed himself at the head 
of the nobility and the Catholic towns, who hastened to 
declare their adhesion to the * Holy Union/ The anti- 
Protestant reaction was everywhere very strong ; discon- 
tented and disgusted at the terms of the Peace, persons 
who had hitherto remained neutral now consented to 
give then: names to the League, and that association, 
for whose action Cond^ had now for the second time 
furnished a pretext, was beginning to acquire that power- 
ful organization which in afiter years rendered it so 
formidable. It was at the height of this movement that 
the elections to the States-General took place. 

This assembly met at Blois towards the close of the General 
year. Its general tendencies were sufficiently clear ; but ment. 
the violence of the majority surpassed all anticipation, ofBioia. 
and even very sincere Catholics were alarmed. The Due a^^i^t 
de Montpensier tried in vain to restrain their extreme ^^^^ 
tendencies ; he himself detested heresy ; he was looked 
upon — not without just cause — as cruel and fanatical, and 
during the fifteen years that he had been making war 
upon the Huguenots, he had always carried it on without 
mercy. But he was no friend to intrigue, perfidy, and^glc 
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OHAP. useless demonstration ; he had refused to take part in the 
w.-^ — * Massacre of St Bartholomew, and now he was labouring 
*^^® sincerely, yet fruitlessly, to maintfidn peace. He suc- 
ceeded, however, so far as to procure the sending of a 
deputation to the King of Navarre and to the Prince de 
Cond^. Cond^ refused to listen to these ambassadors, 
declaring ' that he did not recognise the States-General 
of the kingdom in an assembly packed and corrupted 
by the enemies of tlie kingdom/ The King of Navarre, 
as usual, was less severe. He would not consent to go 
to Blois, and replied in vague but courteous terms, which 
did not testify any great d^ee of Protestant fervour. 
Side by side with public negotiations went on secret 
intrigues. The obstinacy of Cond6 was well known, and, 
either because there was no hope of moving him, or 
because he was hated so intensely, the agents of the 
Court made no attempt to shake him ; but tbey hoped 
better of his cousin, and they succeeded completely with 
others. The confederation of the previous year was 
completely broken up by these machinations. The Due 
d'Alengon had been gained over. Damville, who in 
pubUc still remained consistent, ^ began to break down 
the gate at the postern,' ^ and conducted negotiations for 
reconciliation through his wife. Navarre was more firm 
and less mercenary ; but he left it to the Catholics about 
him to negotiate for him. Cond^ was aware of this, and 
^ it unravelled, though it did not tear asunder, the fabric 
of their friendship.' *^ 
S-wmcLm' Their official relations, however, remained unimpaired, 
of CondA. The war broke out afresh on all sides. In 1577 Condd 

* * Ddma^onnoit la porte par deniSro.' — ^D*Aubigii^ 
" Ibidem. 
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summoned to arms the Protestant nobility of Poitoii and chap. 
Saintonge and issued his proclamations in the name of > — r^ — ' 
the King of Navarre, whose Lieutenant^G^n^ral he de- ^^^^ 
clared himself. It was under this title that he received 
the oath of the soldiers, and it was also in combination 
with his cousin that he despatched messenger after mes* 
senger to England, to solicit the assistance of Queen 
Elizabeth.^ But his military manoeuvres were entirely 
independent, and were far from being successful. The 
troops which he had levied were of a very low class, 
consisting of men without any belief in the cause, who 
irritated the townspeople of La Rochelle by their irregu- 
lar lives. He remained shut up in that town and looked 
on while Mayenne conquered the whole of the surround- 
ing district, unable either to take the field, or to relieve a 
single fortress. Discussions with the turbulent citizens 
of La Kochelle ; fruitless attempts to obtain from them 
money and supplies, in order to organize a fleet of vessels 
which, in total disregard of international rights, had been 
captured at the mouth of the Charente ; these absorbed 
his whole time. The fleet remained some time at sea, 
but neither gained a single victory nor prevented a single 
disaster. It was not able even to relieve Brouage. The 
loss of the last-named town brought Conde to the deter- 
mination of leaving La Bochelle and retiring into Guy- 
enne, where at great risk he joined the King of Navarre. 
There he had a very bitter altercation with his cousin, 
and tried to throw upon him the responsibility of his ill- 
success. Nothing could have been more unjust. Bather 
was it from Cond^ that the King of Navarre had a right 

^ See (Appendix, No. VIII.) one of the letters addreaaed by Cond^ to 
the Earl of Sussex, June 12, 1677. Digitized by GoOglc 
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CHAP, to look for succour; for it was he who occupied the 
richest of the provinces and those most devoted to their 



1677 



cause. On the very same ground, and with identical 
in the rcsourccs, his father and the Admiral had been able to 
nnex^ ' Icvy and maintain an army and to carry on for a long 
p^^ time a hotly-contested campaign. 

The affairs of the confederates — who formed what was 
called the Counter-League — ^were in evil case. The west 
was lost to them ; La Charite was taken ; Damville had 
thrown off* the mask and had openly declared himself the 
enemy of his former associates ; Navarre maintained him- 
self with difficulty in Saintonge ; there was neither unity 
of command, nor concord enough, either for fighting or 
negotiating ; the anarchy was complete; each one wanted 
to conduct the war according to his own ideas ; each one 
took upon himself to negotiate on his own account, and 
had his own special emissaries at Court, who were urging 
separate and often inconsistent claims. But this endless 
subdivision of parties is the inevitable result of any long- 
continued strife, and on the other side the differences were 
not less numerous. And thus, confusion being at its 
height, the powerlessness of the Court and of the various 
factions brought about, in favour of the confederates, a 
fresh Edict of Peace.* 

This peace was like all the others. There was the same 
series of promises and concessions. But after each one 
of these futile treaties, the disregard of engagements so 
often and so violently broken increased. The Edict, after 
being duly registered, remained a dead letter, and 
brought no relief to the sufferings of the people. The 
foreign soldiers were sent home again when possible; 

» Sept 17, 1677. Digitized by Google 
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the large annies were broken up ; the gentlemen returned chap. 
for a time to their business or their pleasures ; but the 



bands still remained under arms ; private attacks went September, 
on, one after another, just as during the war ; the storm- 
ing of towns and of ch&teaux, assassinations, pillage, still 
desolated tha country. This truce, however, notwith- 
standing the extraordinary way in which it was carried 
out, altogether changed the aspect of the little Court of 
the King of Navarre ; ' it began to bloom with gallant 
nobles and beautiful ladies.' ^ Marguerite had joined 
her husband. At N^rac nothing was to be seen but 
fetes, nothing talked of but gallantries ; * and ease 
brought with it vices as warm weather brings serpents.' ' 
Cond6 was seldom to be seen there. His serious 
temperament was ill fitted for this mode of life. More- 
over, he fancied that he had cause to complain of his 
cousin, and was living in retirement at Saint-Jean, fre- 
quently visiting his faithful friends at Jja Eochelle, when 
a fresh grievance arose, to add to his discontent. He 
was anxious that Navarre should appoint him his Lieu- 
tenant-G^n^ral in Languedoc ; but this honour was 
conferred upon the Vicomte de Turenne, and the Prince, 
who was already prejudiced against the latter, was deeply 
mortified.** 

The coolness between the two cousins was now no Coolness 
secret, and Catherine, whom the King, her son, left free the two 
to intrigue as she pleased, was resolved to turn it to Catherine 

* D'Aubign^. ported bythe'Mtooipes' of Turenne, 
' Ibidem. or by any other evidence. A challenge 

* The Becretaries of Sally (' (Eoo« of ibU kind would be quite incon- 
nomies royales*) assert that the 9ifltent with Condi's avowed opinions 
Prince challenged the Vicomte to on duelling, which will appear later 
fight J but the assertion is not sup- on. Digi^i.^^ by GoOglc 
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CHAP, account. The Queen-Mother liad passed several months 
with the King of Navarre, and her experienced eye had 



1677 



read clearly his inmost nature. She had foimd him so 
completely far from being besotted by pleasure that he was able 
them frOTtt to retaliate, blow for blow, upon all her attacks, and 
"^ *^'* to counterplot in all her machinations. If she took from 
him La E^le by treachery, he surprised Fleurance while 
she thought he was at a ball. If she attempted to discuss 
with him the articles of the Conference of N^rac, she 
encountered, under the veil of careless good nature, an 
acuteness equal to her own, and a determination which 
all her cunning was unable to disarm. She came at last 
to watch him with a combination of anxiety and hatred. 
While all the world thought him entirely absorbed in 
the charms of the fair Fosseuse, her eye followed him 
and saw him silently and patiently securing his position 
in Guyenne, and surrounding himself with fresh alliances 
on every side. Already he had won back to his side the 
support of Damville, the powerful governor of Languedoc, 
who had just become, by the death of his elder brother. 
Due de Montmorency, and whom we shall henceforward 
designate by that title. Catherine saw that nothing 
further was to be done in that quarter. So she turned 
towards Conde, and put all her schemes to work with a 
view to separate him entirely from his cousin. She wrote 
to him offering the hand of the King's sister-in-law, 
Mademoiselle de Vaudemont,^ together with a consider- 
able establishment and the restoration of the government 
of Picardie. At the same time she begged him to see 
that the articles agreed upon at Nerac were carried out, 
Cond6 declined the marriage, ' although it would have 

> Married to the Due de Joyeuse in 1581. jOOglc 
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been a very great honour to him — so great that he would chap. 
not have dared to hope for it ; but the ministers in synod - 



assembled had replied to him that the diversity of religion ^^^^ 
made it impossible.' As for the articles of N^rac, he 
answered that he had nothing to do with them, ' the treaty 
having been made with the King of Navarre alone.' He 
hoped *that their Majesties would restore him to his 
government, and he trusted to them for the care of his 
rightful property.' Finally, he was always ready ' to 
leap into the saddle in the service of their Majesties.' ^ 
Although the tone of these answers bore witness to the 
Prince's attachment to the Protestant religion, there ap- 
peared in them signs of a bitterness towards Navarre and 
a wish for conciliation which gave cause for some hope. 
He was less closely watched after this ; the promises were 
renewed to him. Catherine felt certain that she would 
eventually succeed ; when just at the very moment that Cond^sur. 
she had received from him the most encouraging letter fST 
of all, she suddenly learned that he was in possession of 
La Fere. Leaving Saint-Jean-d'Angely in di^ise, he 
had passed through Paris unperceived, and had carried 
the place by means of a clever stratagem.* 

This coup de main^ though it had been planned with 
secrecy and skill, and carried out with boldness, was not 
really a fortunate enterprise. Cond^ was leaving Sain* 
tonge, where he had many friends, where he could find 
ample resources, and establishing himself in a strongly 

' Autograph letter to the Queen- iu tone from those which preceded it, 

Mother, dated Saint-Jeani Noyem* and which are loat Some extracta 

ber 13, 1579. (' ArchiTes de Cond^.') from this letter are subjoined, as iU 

It must have been this letter which lustrative of the character of the 

reached the Court simultaneously whole transaction* (Appendix, No* 

with the news of the surprise of La IX.) 
Fftre J but it cannot be Rt «11 different « Nov. 29, 1679. 
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CHAP, fortified town, it is true, but in a town isolated in the 
^ — ^ — ' midst of a hostile district, without the means of maintain- 
November, ^^^g ^^ authority Or of Continuing the struggle, and cut 
off from communication with those provinces which sym- 
pathised with him. He doubtless thought that when 
once he had set foot in Picardie, he would obtain, through 
the weakness and powerlessness of the King, that which 
he could not hope to obtain through his own loyalty. 
It was thus that he had begun — three years before — ^to 
establish himself in Saintonge. In fact, the King seemed 
at first to entertain with favour the pacific assurances of 
Cond^, and contented himself with merely blaming him 
—not for having seized upon a town in the province of 
which he was nominally governor, but for having passed 
through Paris without paying his respects to himself. 
The young Prince de Conti was charged with the com- 
munication of these favourable words to his brother, 
and the Queen-Mother accompanied him as far as Chauny, 
in the hope of being able to arrange some scheme with 
the latter ; but she very soon found that Conde was still 
of the same mind and would listen to nothing. 
•War This state of things lasted for some months. The 

Lovers;' Priucc was left in peace to enjoy his victory; but he 
thOTeby exercised no power outside La Fere ; he was obliged to 
tolny! He restrict his exertions to strengthening the fortifications of 
foJTeip to that town, and completing its garrison. Very soon, how- 
(>)unfa7e8 ®^^^' ^^^ ^^^ broke out afresh in the south ; the time 
r d^nd ^^^ come when, according to the terms of the convention, 
to Ger- the King of Navarre had to restore the places of security 

many; his *^ r j 

treaty with which he had been allowed to hold. As he could not 

theElector -, , . 

Palatine, possibly do this without rummg his prospects, he com- 
plained that the terms of the treaty of Nerac had not been 
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carried out, and suddenly took up arms.^ This rising was chap. 



misunderstood and severely condemned, even among the 
Protestants, who always mistrusted the elder Boiu'bon ; 2pS, 
they were determined not to see in his conduct anything 
but an amorous intrigue, and the war ever afterwards 
went by the name of the * guerre des amoureux/ La 
Bochelle and Languedoc refused to join the movement ; 
La None blamed him, and Cond^, who had had no inti* 
mation of his intentions, complained bitterly. The renewal 
of hostilities, which he ought to have foreseen, was ruining 
all his plans for establishing himself in Picardie. Without 
an army, without money, he could not maintain himself 
there. So after a fruitless attempt to obtain the assistance 
of Elizabeth,* he quitted La Fere,' and being either un- 
able or unwilling to join his cousin, he crossed the fron- 
tier. On the news of his departure, the King issued a 
declaration against him, which was registered on the third 
of June, and, while Biron was entering Gascogne and 
Mayenne Dauphin^, a third army marched against La 
Fere, under the orders of Matignon. 

Thus engaged in a conflict which he wished to main- 
tain on his own account, Cond^ had more than ever need 
of foreign assistance. Kesuming once more the undigni- 
fied part he had already once before played, he charged 
himseK with the business of negotiating in person with 
those from whom he hoped to obtain support. He first 
addressed himself to the insurgents in the Low Countries, 
who, as is well known, had been in arms for a long time. 
But these were just now in the midst of the most serious 
difficulties ; the Duke of Parma's able administration had 

1 April 1680. 

• Cond^ to Burleigh, April 12, 1580. (See Appendix, No. X.) 

» May 1680. ^ r 
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CHAI>. succeeded in detaching the Catholics from the Protestants, 
and separating Belgium from Holland, The towns and 
provinces which composed the Union of Utrecht had to 
fight at the same time against the Spaniards and the 
Walloons ; they stood greatly in need of assistance them- 
selves, and certainly were in no case to bestow it upon 
others. Condi's stay at Antwerp was therefore short, and 
he crossed to England, in order to renew in person the 
solicitations he had so often made. But with no better 
success ; Elizabeth's whole attention was fixed on the Low 
Countries. The ' guerre des amoureux,' which no longer 
permitted her to count on the assistance of Prance, had 
put out all her calculations, and thus greatly displeased 
her. Cond^ therefore failed in getting anything. He 
recrossed the Channel, and hastened to John-Casimir, 
whom he knew to be ever ready to lend an army to the 
French Protestants ; but experience had also taught him 
the price at which this Prince sold his assistance. This 
time, in order to secure payment, the Elector Palatine de- 
manded, before moving a single soldier, possession of the 
lucrative salt springs of Languedoc, of the town of Aigiies- 
Mortes, and of the fortress of Pecquais. Cond^ promised 
everything ; and, in his impatience to satisfy his greedy 
ally, he departed in all haste in order personally to carry 
out the engagements he had just undertaken. But the 
ill-luck which seemed always to attend him, once more 
crossed his path. He was robbed by brigands as he was 
passing near Geneva, and compelled to save himself by 
flight on foot, almost naked, across the mountains ; in 
this plight he arrived in Dauphin^ at the house of Les- 
diguieres, who supplied him with horses and clothes to 
go forward into Languedoc, 
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The Protestants in that province showed themselves chap. 
more jealous than he had been for the national wealth 



and integrity of their territory ; and while acknowledging Nove^er. 
him as their leader, they refused to satisfy the promises He is 
lie had made to the Elector. Cond^ was obliged to give to'^pt 
up the German array, and attempted to conquer for him- ©f FiehT^ 
self Cevennes and Vivarais. But the war was dying out isgj)^ hil 
on all sides. La Fere had capitulated; Mayenne had ^^^Na- 
pacified Dauphin^, and the King of Navarre had just ^™^^"^ 
signed the treaty of Fleix.^ Cond6 at first refused to be «^rem« 
bound by it, and inveighed in strong terms against his tants. 
cousin. His complaint found an echo. At La Eochelle 
and Geneva the King of Navarre had been reproached 
with having taken up arms upon grounds which appeared 
frivolous ; now he was blamed no less for having laid them 
down too soon. On the other hand Cond6 received credit 
for having sacrificed his personal dignity, and for having 
preferred * the cause ' to those of France ; and Navarre, 
writing to Beza, was obHged to justify himself for conclu- 
ding peace without consulting his cousin.^ But notwith- 
standing their predilections, and despite their prejudices, 
the Protestants, even the most extreme among them, could 
not cherish any illusion as to the position in which the two 
Princes respectively stood. Neither as a diplomatic nor 
as a party leader had Cond^ achieved any success ; he had 
lost his fortresses ; he had not brought into the field a 
single soldier. Navarre, on the other hand, was master of 
a small army, his authority was obeyed ou his hereditary 
estates, and throughout a large portion of Guyenne ; and 

1 Not. 26, 1580. tain of his whereabouts.' (The King 

' < Ae for mj said cousin, I have of Navarre to Beza, at the close of 

heard nothing of him since his re« Novomber 1580.) 

torn from England; and woe imcer^ 
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CHAP, the treaty of Fleix left him in possession of the towns of 
which the possession had been the object of the war. 
Cond(^ had had only one single piece of good fortune 
throughout his peregrinations among Protestant Courts. 
On his way back from England, he reached Ghent just as 
the Spanish were attacking it, and had taken part in its 
defence, fighting *pike in hand among the foremost.* 
His personal courage had been conspicuous. But at that 
very time the King of Navarre was giving a very different 
proof of his ' warhke valour.' By the capture of Cahors,^ 
he had gained a position in the front rank of the best 
commanders of his time, and when he emerged victorious 
* covered with blood and powder,' * from those four days 
of terrific struggle, during which he had foreseen and 
directed all the operations, he had become an object of 
admiration to his friends, and of terror to his enemies.' 
Henceforward he maintained the foremost place unchal- 
lenged, and Cond^ was not slow to discover that an open 
rivalry was impossible. The Vicomte de Turenne having 
been sent into Languedoc to see to the execution of the 
edict there, the Prince, after a brief interview with that 
nobleman, quitted the province, where he did not choose 
to remain while peace was declared against his will, and 
went to join his cousin, who received him cordially.* 

^ May 1680. *. . . . Surprise * 'Inquestaimpresadiedegrandis- 
hoiiorable 8ur toutes celles de ce aim a meraviglia a ciascuno 1' animo 
si^cle .... ou la vertu et I'hon- intrnpido del rd di Navarra; che 
neur gfueni^re du roi de NaTarre faavendo neU' altre sue operazioni 
commeD9a k Be desnouer.' (D*Au- dato saggio di grande vivadtiL, in 
bignd.) It was at the siege of questa, con molto spaTento de' nemid 
Cahora that petards were first used. e grand' ammirazione de' suoi, si feoe 

*'.... Je ne me despouilleray conoscere per cosi bravo e ferooe corn- 
pas, combien que je sois tout sang et battitore. ' — D avila. 
pouldre. . • .' The King of Na- ^ According to D*Aubign^, the 
▼arre to Madame de Batz, May 81^ interview took place at Cadillac, 
1680. about twenty-six kilometres to the 
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The estrangement had never been open ; the recon- chap, 
ciiiation was never complete. During the four years of — — ■ — ' 
anarchic peace which followed the treaty of Fleix, the two ^^^'^^ 
Princes exchanged visits of courtesy, and on all important 
occasions, at the surprise of Mont-de-Marsan ^ as weU as 
at the General Assembly of the Eeformed Churches of 
France,^ contemporary documents ® mention Ck)nd^ first 
among the suite of the King of Navarre. But alike from 
SaintJean-d'Angely, his usual residence, and from various 
towns of Languedoc, which he occasionally visited, in 
order, as he said, to prosecute the recovery of certain 
claims upon the receivers for the Crown, he kept up a 
correspondence with Geneva,* and uninterrupted relations 
with the ministers of La Eochelle, as well as with the 
most turbulent of the Eeformers in the south. He con- 

SE. of Bordeaux. Accoiding to Tu- the two Princes met seyeral times 
renne (* M^moires ') it was at Mont- between the middle of Man^h and 
aaban. The King of Navarre stayed the end of May, 1581, and it is pro- 
several limes at Cadillac daring the bable that Cond^ had before that 
months of Janaary, February, and been in Guyenne and made the first 
March, 1581 ('Comptes manuscrits advance to the King of Navarre. 
de la d^pense ordinaire du roi de ^ November 1583. 
Navarre,' quoted by M. Berger de Xi- * In 1584. 

vrey in the journal appended to the ' < Lettres missives de Henri IV,' 

second volume of 'Lettres missives '). April 1581, February 1582, Novem- 

HewasatMontdubaninthemonthof ber 1583. 'Memoirs of the Presi- 

May, and it appears from one of his dent de Thou.' Faurin, ' Journal des 

letten (May 22) that he saw the Ouerres de Castres.' Cbarbonni^'es, 

Prince de Cond^ there. Further, it is ' Journal des Guerres de B^ziers.' 

stated in the 'Journal des Ouerres de 'Histoire de la Guerre civile du 

Castres ' by Faurin (' Pi^es fugitives,' Languedoc' 

published by the Marquis d'Aubais, ^ The Archives of Geneva contain 

vol. iL) : — ' On the ninth of April, twenty-one original letters addressed 

1581, in the evening, Henri de Bour- by the Prince to the Seigneurs of that 

bon, Prince de Cond^, on his way to city, from August 2, 1574, to March 

join the King of Navan*e , 25, 1584; several of these letters were 

reached Castres ... . ; he remained intended to solicit a visit from Beza, 

there until Wednesday the 12th, after others are eimple assurances of afiec- 

dinner, and then left for Puilaurens tion and devotion. One of them will 



It is therefore certain that be found in the Appendix (No. XL). 
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CHAP, tinued to be their tool and their organ, and to embarrass 
his cousin perpetually by a deliberate policy of suspicion, 



1680-84 



and an opposition which was deaf to reasoning. The 
latter, however, was upon his guard ; he foiled all these 
intrigues. His own visits to the Prince, and the frequent 
opportunities he took care to make for inviting him in 
return, while they testified to his respect for the favourite 
of * the Churches,' gave him also the power of watching 
and of restraining his movements. By his firmness, his 
vigilance, and his moderation, he was able at once to de- 
fend himself against the schemes of his enemies, and to 
disarm the mistrust that he encountered at home. The 
life of Henri IV. (* for he may now be so called, since that 
title is so famous and so beloved, and has become a 
proper name '^ ), was one of perpetual conflict ; he was 
detennined to win everything, even the sympathies and 
support of his own party. But the special distinction of 
this great man above all his contemporaries lay in his 
marvellous facility in turning to account, as circumstances 
called for their exercise, his powerful and versatile abili- 
ties ; by turns a soldier and a statesman, rivalling in craft 
the most astute, in audacity the boldest, in prudence the 
wisest, and ever true while yet ever shrewd ; we shall 
find him, to use his own words, * overcoming the children 
of this world by patience and by straight courses.' * 
Bituation Amongst the other great events which occurred at this 
of th^^'*^^* period, there was one which, while it opened the way for 
and of "** the head of the House of Bourbon to a new and very 
SftepThe exalted position, only served for the present to increase 
the Puo t^"*^ difficulties and dangers of his situation. The Due 
fimy ^'Anjou had died in 1584 ; Henri IIL was a worn-out and 

» Voltaire's ' Ea^ai J»ur les MoeuK»/ • * Lettres miBsiyes.' 
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feeble invalid ; the reports of the doctoi^s and the known .char 

virtue of the Queen forbad the hope of direct heirs. The -^ — 

King of Navarre was the eldest of the legitimate male ^^.^ 
descendants of Hugues Capet and of Saint-Louis. But on against his 
the one hand he was a relapsed heretic ; on the other, his ukea part 
relationship to the King was so distant that he could never League by 
have been served heir to him in any civil suit. This last of^Ne^* ^ 
objection was of small account ; the stringent rules which SrSict 
govern decisions in private afiairs cannot be made appli- lU^]^ 
cable to matters affecting the tranquiUity and well-being 
of nations. The Salic law, vaguely as it was defined, was 
nevertheless understood and respected by all. A principle 
carries with it great force when it corresponds with a 
national instinct, and the right of the Bourbons to the 
succession was so universally admitted, that after some 
ineffectual attempts to question it, the most ambitious of 
their opponents were compelled to desist from attacking it. 
His religion was the only pretext on which Navarre could 
be excluded. France was, and wished to remain, Catho- 
lie; she could not submit to a Protestant King. The 
managers of the League understood that this very wide- 
spread and even strongly cherished feeling might some 
day become a powerful lever, but that in order to use it, 
it. was very needful for them to avoid offending the 
national amour-propre ; and they thought that they had 
succeeded in finding the means of effecting their object. 
Next to Navarre, the eldest of the Koyal House was his 
uncle the Cardinal de Bourbon ; the Guises acknowledged 
Jiim as heir to the throne and first Prince of the Blood, 
under the protection of the Pope and of the King of Spain. 
This latter did not hesitate to promise his support by a 
formal treaty,^ hoping thus to advance his ultiraate^im. r 
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CHAP, and to facilitate a probable settlement of the sanguinary 
conflicts then raging. It seemed to him impossible to save 
the French monarchy ; perhaps its final agony would not 
even be deferred till the death of Henri HI. Philip 11. 
felt sure of securing for himself this hotly contested suc- 
cession, whether the kingdom were dismembered, or 
whether the Due de Guise were able to seize the crown 
and to hold it as the vassal of the King of Spain. But 
these schemes were not yet ripe ; by putting forward the 
Cardinal de Bourbon, he might hope to conceal them for 
some time longer ; the feeble-minded old man, whom no 
one respected, was a mere phantom, and could ofier no 
serious resistance, when it should be convenient to set 
him aside. 

This piece of knavery, then, was a very transparent one; 
it deceived none but those who were determined to be 
deceived. Henri HI. did not misunderstand it. He had 
been made aware for some time, both from direct evi- 
dence and from unmistakeable indications, of the peril in 
which he stood ; he saw what was the aim of the blow to 
be struck ; and although he affected to treat it lightly, he 
knew that it was levelled at * his crown and his dignity/ 
His fault was not any lack of intelligence — ^but of energy, 
perseverance, and devotion. And he needed much of all 
these, in order to hold his own in the struggle. Still, as 
we have said, in every class throughout the nation, the 
majority were anxious to maintain at once French unity 
and Catholic unity, disliking the Beformation, but equally 
opposed to ultramontane pretensions and to Spanish am- 
bition. If this majority, remaining cold and indifferent, 
was allowing itself to be easily cowed, and at times even 
dragged along, by the leaders of a vioje^nt^ p^id powerfully 
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organized faction, it was because there was no one who chap. 
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tried to guide it ; for there was no lack of elements in its 
composition capable of revolting from the tyranny of the 
Leaguers. Amongst the crowded ranks of this body of 
men whose part in public affairs, while left to itself, was 
so inert and powerless, were found officers of State both 
numerous and trustworthy, almost the whole of the magis- 
tracy, whose influence over the Tiers Etat was so great, 
the leading generals, such as Biron, and Matignon, as well 
as others, more ambitious than they, who, bearing the 
most illustrious names of France, wavered between the 
opposite parties, passing over, now to one, now to the 
other, most frequently indeed consulting their private inte- 
rests, but yet sometimes acting in obedience to a kind of 
instinct of patriotism, for the interests of the State. Thus 
the Due de Nevers had entered into the League only on 
certain conditions ; Montmorency had openly declared 
himself opposed to it. But until some firm and able hand 
should seek to unite these scattered elements, and become 
a rallying-point for all who were hesitating in indecision, 
this great party, already named the * parti politique,' hung 
loosely together without a leader, and without a policy. 
For the present it was paralyzed by the contempt in which 
the King was held ; while the dislike which was enter- 
tained for the religious opinions of the rightful heir to the 
throne seemed to deprive it of all hope for the future. 

Henri HE, stood in need of the assistance of the King 
of Navarre ; he would willingly have cleared away the 
obstacle which kept them apart, and he made an overture 
with a view to bring back that Prince to the Catholic 
religion. But these efforts could not be successful. The 
change of creed on the part of the Bearnais was to Ja^e a r 
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CHAP, satisfaction offered to France, the pledge of a fresh agree* 
ment between the nation and his race, and not a concession 



^ to the threats of enemies. He was not an unbeliever ; still 

less was he a hypocrite,^ but he was placed between two 
fanatical parties, and repelled by the excesses of both ; so 
he doubted, honestly doubted, and as his religious inde- 
cision was no secret, his conversion at the time of which 
we are now speaking would have been ascribed to the 
worst motives. Had he thus recklessly and prematurely 
taken the great step which was destined to put an end to 
our long civil troubles, he would have earned nothing 
but ruin and dishonour. Without satisfying a single sus- 
picion, without disarming a single prejudice, he would 
have separated himself from his own little army ; not a 
soldier, not a friend would have remained at his side. 
He declined, therefore, to accede to the King's wishes ; but 
the overtures that had been made to him had not re- 
mained any secret, and were, among his own party, the 
object of very unkindly remarks. If the Catholics had 
their Leaguers, the Protestants had their zealots ; in the 
one, as in the other, of these violent minorities, there was 
very httle thought of the welfare of the country, its unity 
or its independence ; vague desires were united with sin- 
cere but blind convictions. There was a general expecta- 
tion of an approaching revolution, and, instead of endea- 
vouring to prevent it, the one faction dreamed of a France 
degraded into the vassal of the King of Spain, the other 
of a confederation protected by the Queen of England. 
On either side, under the influence of corresponding pas- 



^ See, in St Fran9ois de Sales' count of the siege of Montm^lian in 
letters, that in which he alludes to the ' (Economies ro^'ales.' 
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sions and hopes, there was a determination to push mat- chap. 
ters to a crisis, and to render all attempt at reconciliation ^ — r — ' 
impossible. So the zealous Huguenots who grouped ]^y' 
themselves around Cond^ exhibited extreme uneasiness, 
either affected or real, as to the result of \he conferences 
that had taken place between the King of Navarre and 
the Due d'fipemon. In order to calm them, it was ne- 
cessary to desire Momay to publish the true version of 
the story, and Henri IH., having no other answer to make 
to this publication, which justified all the complaints of 
the Catholics, replied to it by the treaty of Nemours and 
by the edict of July.^ These two acts annulled all the 
edicts in favour of toleration ; and placed at the disposal 
of the League all the resources and all the forces of the 
monarchy. 

And so religious animosities, and factions rising fiercer 
than ever ; every guilty ambition rampant ; the succession 
to a throne disputed before it became vacant; a King 
sufficiently clear-sighted to comprehend the danger, but 
with neither energy nor authority to avert it ; the Pro- 
testants divided rather than united among themselves ; 
the Leaguers full of audacity and zeal, openly backed up 
by the mightiest sovereign in Europe fencing round 
Prance on all sides ; no leadership and no refuge for the 
faithful and disinterested servants of the Crown and of 
the State ; but, with the greater part of them, religious 
scruples serving as pretexts for inactivity or extinguishing 
their patriotic apprehensions ; the ruin of the French 
monarchy imminent, vaguely desired by some, and 
-awaited by others with profound dejection; such was 
the situation a few months after the death of the Due 
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CHAP. d'AnjoiL In after days Henri IV. told Mathieu, the 
historian, that on hearing the news of the treaty of Ne- 
mours, he remained lost in thought some hours, with his 
head buried in his hands, and that when he raised it, 
his moustache had turned white.^ 
Heasuros Nevertheless he had for some time foreseen that the 
Na^ri/tx) King would be unable to maintain his independence face 
thT^on^ to face with the League. As early as the month of May, 
Meiity to ^^ *^^ ^™^^ when Henri HI. seemed prepared to fight 
im^^ts- ^ai^st the Lorrains, he had assembled the leading Pro- 
modera- testauts at Guitres that he might consult with them as to 

tion of his ° 

language, what line of conduct they should pursue ; and there it was 
resolved that their troops, while serving the King's cause, 
should not mix themselves up with his army. Navarre 
had acquired the art of appearing not to suggest but to 
follow the course ultimately agreed upon by his subor- 
dinates, and among others by Conde, who, it is needless 
to say, always espoused the most extreme measures. 
While the Beamais Prince, by adopting this attitude, was 
obliterating the divisions in the Protestant party, he was 
at the same time, by the concordat of Magdeburg, draw- 
ing closer the bond of unity in religion which bound 
him to the Queen of England and to the German Princes. 
He had already, by means of frequent embassies and 
judicious messages, paved the way for this result, but, 
contrary to the precedents of his party, he had not com- 
mitted himself by a single promise or a single concession, 
with which his future subjects might hereafter upbraid 
him.^ At the same time, he was uniting himself witli 

* He confided this rfso to La " It is well known that afterwards. 
Force. See ' M^moires,' published by in the most trying of his misfortunes, 
M. de lia Grange. he risked destruction in delaying in- 
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Montmorency, the most powerful of the * politiques,' and chap. 
this was an earnest of his conciliating disposition ; not a 
single word which fell from his lips or his pen would 
lead the moderate Catholics to despair of one day seeing 
him change his religion. And so, while always acting 
for the present, his eyes were ever fixed on the future ; 
his heart was never overmastered by despondency, or 
his clear intellect beclouded by the excitement of conflict. 
His acts were often those of a partisan chief; but his 
language was ever tolerant and dignified, as became that 
of the ftiture head of a great nation. When we come 
upon the traces of a mind so foreseeing and so magnani- 
mous, not only in his addresses to the great bodies of the 
State, but in his letters to private gentlemen ; when we 
foUow in the detail of each day's doings that activity 
which nothing could exhaust, that presence of mind 
which nothing could disturb, then it is that we can 
understand how he was enabled to rise triumphant from 
a conflict so formidable and so unequal, but a conflict 
upon which he had entered with * God for his Protector, 
and France for his judge.* ^ Gbd did not abandon him, 
and the verdict of the nation was in his favour ; at the 
end of ten years he laid down his arms, a Catholic and 
King of France. 

In the midst of aU these difficulties, the attitude of ^7'^""* 

ftilmen. 

Cond6 was not one of the least of Navarre's anxieties. Com- 

. mence- 

W e have seen how, m order to prevent that Prince from ment of 
isolating himself and carrying along with him all the (Sept. 
distinguished Huguenots, it had been necessary to explain 

definitely the arriTal of assistance * Letter of the King of Navarre to 

from Ebgland^ rather than giye up ' Messieurs les gens tenant la cour 

the harhour of Brest, when it was du parlement pour le Roi a Paris,' 

haughtily demanded hy Elizabeth. Oct. 11, 1585. 
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the mission of the Due d'fipernon by a manifesto which 
had precipitated the crisis. Subsequently, however, the 
^^®^ address with which the conference at Guitres had been 

Success of 

CondAin managed, had carried off from the Prince, before the 
face of his own party, the whole credit of the resolve 
which had been taken at that meeting. Finally, in order 
to disperse the last shadow of dissension between his 
cousin and himself, Navarre promised to make him his 
heir and to bestow upon him the hand of his sister. 
Soon, however, there emanated from the Court of Eome 
an act which obliterated all differences. Sixtus V., the 
new Pope, who had at first appeared decidedly unfiivour- 
able to the League, and indignant at its factious tenden- 
cies, had launched against the King of Navarre and the 
Prince de Cond6 a bull of excommunication, in which 
the violence of his language vied with the arrogance of 
his pretensions. In thus insulting the Princes as * wallow- 
ing in the mire ; ' ^ in declaring them to be * degraded 
from their fiefe and baronies, and incapacitated from 
succession to the Crown of Prance,' the Pontiff did not 
deprive the Bourbons of a single friend, and did not give 
the slightest fresh ardour to their opponents ; but he pro- 
duced a powerful reaction among a portion of the clergy, 
among the magistracy, among all the Royalists ; wounded 
the national sensibility, consolidated that union between 
the two Princes which he wished to break off, and 
rallied the whole of the Reformed party round their 
leaders. 

The Protestant pamphleteers replied with no less 
vehemence, and gave to the Pontiff's bull that name of 

* * Vautr^s en la bourbe * (a play upon the word 'Bourbon '). 
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Brutum fulmen by which it is still known. A short chap. 
reply to it was posted up even in Borne itself; below the ' — ^ — ' 
signature of the King of Navarre were the following September 
words : * Autant en proteste le prince de Cond^.' Still 
the sentence launched from the Vatican had had one very 
decided result — ^it had fired the train of powder; war 
broke out at once. Contrary to all expectations, the 
Huguenots were the first to be ready. The King, in 
placing himself on the side of their enemies, had not been 
careful to conceal his repugnance for the course he took ; 
he retarded and embarrassed the movements of the 
Leaguers. The Due de Mercceur, one of the Lorrain 
Princes, irritated by these delays, would not wait till the 
other Catholic armies were on the march ; sallying forth 
from his province of Bretagne, he crossed the Loire in 
order to ravage Poitou and Saintonge. Cond6 had 
been appointed to the command in these two provinces, 
whilst the King of Navarre was to defend Guyenne and 
Gascogne ; Montmorency was in Languedoc, and Lesdi- 
guiers in Dauphin^. Warned of the movements of 
Mercoeur, the Prince assembled at Saint-Jean-d'Angely 
the four regiments of infantry which composed his entire 
force, summoned the nobility to his standard, and ad- 
vanced against the Leaguers. He came upon them 
suddenly during the night at Fontenay, and compelled 
them to disperse in great disorder : Mercoeur recrossed 
the Loire. Emboldened by success aud assisted by the 
Kochelois, Cond^ reinforced his army and commenced 
the siege of Brouage. This was a difficult and important 
enterprise ; the town was well fortified, held by a strong 
garrison, and bravely defended by Saint-Luc. Neverthe- 
less, the siege was progressing rapidly ; all the groups of 
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CHAP. Catholics scattered over the province had been either 

^ — ' — defeated or destroyed ; a portion of the outworks had 

October, abcady been captured; when Cond^ threw himself 

thoughtlessly into a disastrous enterprise. 
Disastrous Hc had scut across the Loire Clermont d'Amboise, one 
at Angers of the ablcst and boldest of the Protestant officers, to 
1586). make a few incursions and attempt a few surprises in 
ci'ndlto -A^iyou and Normandie. One of Clermont's companions, 
Guernsey, jj^med Eochcmortc, succeeded in taking by surprise the 
citadel of Angers; but he could only bring into it 
sixteen men besides himself; the town remained in the 
hands of the Catholics, and was so well fortified that 
Clermont, having succeeded in raising a small body of 
six hundred horse, was unable to get near it, or to give 
any assistance to Eochemorte. This news caused great 
commotion in the camp of the Prince. D'Aubign^ 
volunteered to set out at once with a thousand picked 
arquebusiers, with the resolve either to lose all or to 
throw reinforcements into the citadel. Cond6 consented 
at first, and then lost his head ; his flatterers reproached 
him with having confided to a mere quarter-master so 
important an enterprise ; he himself, they added, was 
alone capable of conducting successfully such an expe- 
dition, and he could do so without raising the siege of 
Brouage ; for ' the highest praises that had been bestowed 
upon Caesar had been deserved because he gave battle 
without raising a siege.' 

The Prince, whose vanity was inflated by this sort of 
language, immediately set to work to * plan the conquest 
of Anjou, after the manner of Picrocole, among his valets- 
de-chambre : ' ^ and he resolved to go in person to rein- 

^ * For,' adds the eye-witness (D'Aubign^)^ who has left ua these de- 
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force Eochemorte. Carried away by his vanity, he chap. 
fancied himself realising the dream of his father and of 



1 iiOK 

the Admiral, carrying the war to the veiy walls of Paris, October 8. 
and eclipsing for ever the star of the King of Navarre. 
The miskilfulness with which the project was carried out 
was of a piece with its intrinsic absurdity. The Prince, 
leaving his infantry and his fleet before Brouage, set out 
on the eighth of October, with six hundred and fifty 
gendarmes, aU gentlemen, and sixteen hundred mounted 
arquebusiers. The Loire was crossed without difficulty, 
and a junction effected with Clermont d'Amboise ; but the 
departure of the expedition had been so long delayed by 
the time wasted in preparation, and its progress had been 
so retarded by constant hesitation and changes, that when 
it arrived under the walls of Angers on the twenty-first 
of October, Eochemorte had been killed, and the citadel 
had capitulated two days before. It was wonderful that 
it had held out so long as it did ; D'Aubign6, had he 
been allowed to march, would undoubtedly have arrived 
in time to succour the Uttle garrison. And now the whole 
of the neighbourhood was full of hostile detachments : it 
was the point of concentration of the various Eoyal 
armies destined to operate in the south. The Prince, 
notwithstanding the reinforcements which he had re- 
ceived, had only with him about three thousand men. 
He wished to try and cany Angers by storm ; the 
assault, on two successive days, was unsuccessful; and 
when at length a retreat was ordered, there was so much 
delay in carrying it out that Joyeuse, who commanded 

tails, 'among the mAJority of great 'Discours du Voyage d'Aogen/ in 
people, a coundl in the dressing- the 'M^ moires de la Ligue/ vol. iL 
room oTexrides all others.' See also 
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CHAP, the principal Catholic army, was able to reach the Loire 
' — r — ' as soon as the Prince. Scarcely had the Protestant 

October, vanguard crossed the stream when the enemy's cavalry 
appeared in strong force on both banks ; aU the boats 
were carried off; and the passage could not be continued. 
Cond6 had been desirous of forcing his way to Sancerre 
along the right bank of the Loire ; but the towns on the 
river were all in the hands of the Catholics, the Eoyal 
columns were on the march on every side. For some 
days the little detachment wandered about at random, 
fallii^ from one danger into another, and continually 
diminishing through desertion. At length, near Ven- 
ddme, some grooms brought to the Prince a horseman, 
who, in reply to their * Qui vive ? ' had exclaimed ' Vive 
le Roi 1 ' He turned out, to their astonishment, to be the 
Baron de Eosny, who was journeying in disguise to join 
Navarre. He disclosed to his friends the network with 
which they were surrounded, and through which he had 
himself miraculously threaded his way : Joyeuse was on 
their track, Mayenne was before them, Biron on their 
flank ; they had only one hope of safety — ^to disperse at 
once, and try individually to creep through the meshes. 
This counsel was at once adopted. Lideed, several of 
the principal officers of the army, among others Eohan, 
had followed it without waiting either for the advice of 
Bosny, or for the command of Cond6. The latter wished 
to pass as one of the servants of the Baron, who was 
pursuing his course towards G^ascogne ; but Eosny de- 
clined such a responsibility. The Prince, thus left with 
only nine gentlemen, was fortunate enough to reach Saint- 
Malo, and there embarked for Guernsey. And what is still 
more remarkable, almost the whole of his tropp escaped 
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in a similar manner ; they lost only horses and baggage, chap. 
But the west was left undefended, Brouage remained in 
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the hands of the Catholics, and that splendid nucleus of 
an army, which might have established itself strongly in 
Saintonge and in Aunis, reinforced the King of Navarre, 
or taken those who were marching against him in flank, 
was broken up without a battle. 

From Guernsey Cond6 hoped to cross to England, in 
order to beg assistance from Elizabeth ; ^ but that Queen, 
* who of her own nature would have dealt out her favours 
towards the unhappy Prince according to her pity and 
her piety, was compelled to regulate them by the measure 
of her council and of her own interests ; * ^ which means 
that the Prince obtained nothing from her. He was in 
deep depression, being, so to speak, blockaded in the 
little island for lack of means, when he beheld the 
arrival of two ships fitted out with all he needed, which 
had come in search of him. This unexpected succour 
had been sent to him from La Eochelle, by a young and 
noble lady, scarcely yet seventeen years old — Charlotte 
de la Tr^mouille.* 

This young lady was the daughter of one of the first Condi's 
and most ardent of the Leaguers, and one of Condi's Saintonge. 
violent enemies, the Due de Thouars. But that nobleman riage"with 

' Gond^toBurleighyGuernfleyyNoy. amble to the 'Veritable disconTB de 

20, 1585. (British Museum, Cotton.) la naissance et de la yie de Mon- 

* D'Aubign^. That historian gives seigneur le prince de Gond^ (Henri 

us to understand, albeit somewhat II).' This work, a MS. of which is 

obscurely, that Cond^ actually went in our possession, has been published, 

to England. But we have preferred since this note was written, by M. 

to followtheauthority of a gentleman Halphen, who has prefixed to it a 

of the Prince's suite, the Sieur de valuable introduction, and has added 

Refbrun, who saw him disembark an appendix of curious documents, 

at La Rochelle, and who gives an (Paris : Aubry, 1861.) 

account of his marriage in his pre- ' She was bom in 1668. 
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CHAP, had died some ten years previously, and Charlotte de la 
Tr^mouille lived with her mother in the important for- 
tress of Taillebourg. She was beautiful and romantic; 
de la her family illustrious and influential. 

Trimoaille "^ 

(March Very shortly before the last renewal of hostilities, 

Cond6, although of the opposite party and of a different 
faith, had gone to Taillebourg on a visit ; he arrived 
without any escort, with a confidence which touched the 
heart of the young ch&telaine, and displayed more gal- 
lantry than was his wont. In short, he made a favourable 
impression, and was himself charmed; and no longer 
heeding the vague matrimonial hopes held out to him 
by the King of Navarre, he offered his hand and was 
accepted. Hostilities were renewed ; Condi's place was 
at the head of the troops. After the disaster of Angers, 
the dowager Duchesse de Thenars, having become 
alarmed, wished to withdraw her sanction ; but Charlotte 
remained firm ; the difficulties fired her imagination, and 
when her mother was about to open the gates to the 
Koyal army, the daughter, with a coolness and deter- 
mination which won general admiration, introduced the 
Eeformers. After this act of devotion to the cause of 
her betrothed, she went to La Kochelle, and at her own 
cost equipped the vessels which she despatched to 
Guernsey. The Prince returned, in the month of 
January 1586, full of gratitude, and two months 
afterwards, on the sixteenth of March, the marriage was 
celebrated. The new Princesse de Cond6 became a 
Protestant, as did also her brother, the young Due de 
Thouars. Thanks to this important alliance, Cond^ was 
enabled to reorganize his small army, and renewed the 
campaign with considerable success. 
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The Protestants had not yet been seriously beaten any- chap. 
where ; the Catholic generals had gained no advantage - — ^ — 
by the rout at Angers ; the King of Navarre, Montmo- ^^^^ 
rency, and Lesdigui^res maintained their ground success- tareme 
fiilly. Moreover, the Leaguers complained bitterly of the are equally 
King and the men whom he employed. If we are to JftlTthe 
believe them, if Biron had advanced with the troops the"L^g 
which he commanded in Poitou, he would have arrested ®^^*^^'^- 
the progress of Cond6 in Saintonge ; and on another side 
the Marshal de Matignon, who had a secret understanding 
with Navarre, had purposely paralysed the efforts of the 
Due de Mayenne, so effectually that the latter had been 
obliged to quit the army, sick and disgusted, without 
having been able to accomplish anything, and that the 
Beamais Prince, relieved of all anxiety as to his heredi- 
tary estates, had been able to come to La Eochelle to join 
Cond6 in May. The Protestants, on the other hand, did 
not at all approve of the conduct of the King of Navarre ; 
they reproached him with * playing a new r61e, speaking 
of nothing now but the safety of the State, and thrusting 
Huguenot passions into the background.' ^ We at least 
cannot blame him for this ; but we may be allowed to 
regret the uncharitable spirit that was exhibited in the 
little Court of N^rac at the news of the disaster of Angers. 
It was a contention who should laugh at it the loudest. 
Navarre, less distressed at the check sustained by the 
Protestants than satisfied at having seen the pride of his 
cousin abased, had given rein to his power of sarcasm, 
and had been the first to give the signal for the jests. 
Cond6, justly irritated at these pleasantries, had decUned 
to comply with the summons of Navarre,* who had 

» D'Aubiffn^. " Letter from the King of Navarre | 
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CHAP, convoked at Bergerac an assembly of the Churches. But 
'^ — ^ — ' Navarre, always vi^lant, and eager to prevent the dis- 
August. putes that were for ever arising afresh in his party, took 
the first opportunity afforded by a cessation of the 
enemy's operations in Ghiyenne, to repair to La Eochelle, 
as we have said, and there to take the direction of the 
war in person. 
frSu«8^' The presence of the Head of the House of Bourbon 
negotiar gg^y^ jqq much importance to what was going on in 
Saintonge for the inaction of Biron to be longer tolerated. 
This was at least the opinion of the leaders of the 
League. They had not even waited till now in order to 
upbraid that general with his coldness ; but their dissa- 
tisfaction changed to indignation when they beheld him 
desist, after a few trifling enterprises, and conclude an 
armistice in the month of August 1586. The year was 
spent in negotiations which could lead to nothing. The 
Court had despatched first the Due de Nevers, who, 
without having obtained anything from the King of 
Navarre, was struck with the calmness of his spirit and 
the moderation of his language.^ The B^amais Prince 
took higher ground with the Queen-Mother when he met 
her at Saint-Bris. In vain did Catherine put in practice 
all the artifices of her nature ; in vain had she come at- 
tended by the most captivating of her maids of honour. 
She was unable either to seduce Navarre, or to embroil 
him in a dispute with his subordinates. Cond^, who 
accompanied his cousin, and whom the Queen had wished 
to see by himself, hoping thus to increase the family 

to the Prince de Condd^ somewhere the very striking and curious account 
about March 10, 1686. of that interview. 

* See, in the 'M^moiree' of Nevers, 
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disagreements, was particularly intractable. When Cathe- chap. 



1686 



rine joked him about having his cuirass below his coat, he 
rephed, ' Even a cuirass and a breastpiece are not sufficient 
defence against those who have falsified the King's edict ; 
and moreover, as our goods are put up to auction, we 
have nothing left but our arms, and we have taken to 
them to defend our doomed heads.* 

All the expedients to which, in his indecision. Formation 
Henri IH. had recourse, only increased the difficulties of new Royal 
his position. After the conferences at Saint-Bris, having i^^ot 
lost all hope of coming to an understanding with Navarre, ^®"* 
he was compelled to give to the Leaguers firesh pledges 
of the sincerity of his adherence to their cause. The 
King, pretending that the negotiations had no other 
purpose than to cajole the Huguenots, reiterated of his 
own accord, on the Festival of the Holy Spirit, the oath 
that he would recognise only one religion in his domi- 
nions, and ostentatiously gave the necessary orders for 
the formation of three armies ; — that of Champagne, 
imder the Due de Guise, was opposed to the troops which 
the Protestant German Princes, excited by the aged Beza, 
had just sent over, and which were daily expected in 
Lorraine ; the Due de Joyeuse was sent to Poitou with 
six thousand infiantry and two thousand horse; finally, 
the King was to remain on the Loire with a reserve force. 
It was not without some misgivings that Henri HL had 
taken these steps. He had been for some time aware of 
the ambition of the Due de Guise, and the daily increasing 
audacity of the Lorrain faction left him in no doubt of 
the imminent peril which threatened him firom that 
quarter. There was not much to fear firom Joyeuse ; 
but he was not to be depended upon ; for this young 
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CHAP, nobleman, although he had long been one of the King's 
* mignons/ and had recently married the Queen's sister, 
was now dreaming of success in other fields, and not 
finding sufficient satisfaction for his ambition in the 
favour of his feeble master, was attaching himself 
gradually to the Leaguers. The King was aware of this, 
and, as well in order to keep a watch over him as to guide 
his inexperience, he appointed Lavardin as his mafdchal- 
de-camp. This was a brave soldier, without convictions of 
any sort, who had for some time followed the fortunes of 
the B^amais Prince, and who had no ties to the Lorrains. 
His instructions were to avoid any general engagement, 
and to harass without crushing the King of Navarre. 
Henri HI. was thus enabled to hope that the two armies 
which were about to meet each other in Poitou would 
merely paralyse each other's efforts. As for the Due de 
Guise, it seemed highly improbable that he would be able 
by himself* to muster sufficient force to overwhelm the 
eighteen thousand men who were assembling under 
Strasbourg. The King, placed in the centre, with the 
pick of the troops, would have found himself master of 
the situation. It was Henri in.'s favourite dream to 
make his enemies thus destroy one another. He was to 
be seen pacing up and down the Louvre, with long 
strides, continually repeating the words ' De inimicis vin- 
dicabo inimicos meos.' But he had to do with rough 
jousters, and, in order to cope with them, he ought to 
have put down his cup and ball, his Uttle dogs, and the 
other trifling or shameful pleasures which absorbed still 
the time and attention of the King. 

The direction given at first to the operations of 
Joyeuse makes it evident that his lieutenant and adviser 
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Lavardin had quite understood the part that he was to obap. 
play. On the approach of the Eoyal army, the two "■ 



Bourbons, who, since the beginning of the year, had June. 
obtained some advantages and taken some of the towns Operations 
in Poitou, had withdrawn, — ^Navarre to La Rochelle, and in Poit»u. 
Cond6 to Saint-Jean-d'Angely.^ But Joyeuse, notwith- his amy 
standing the preponderance of his force, confined himself u^ 
to taking a few detachments and a few insignificant a^c^d6 
towns on the banks of the S^vre. At the end of three j^^'t^e 
months, he had not achieved a single important success, campaign. 
and had distinguished himself only by atrocious cruelties ; 
his army, inactive and discouraged, had been decimated 
by sickness ; he himself, leaving the command to Lavar- 
din, was posting to Paris at the end of August in order 
to solicit fi-esh orders and obtain reinforcements. 

The two Princes, on the other hand, had recommenced 
the campaign; the Protestants of Poitou and Saintonge 
had flocked to their standard. Turenne brought to them 
the flower of the noblesse of Gascogne and P^rigord. 
Leaving Lavardin to entrench himself at La Haye, on the 
Creuse, there to await the return of his general, the King 
of Navarre assembled his whole force, and marched 
rapidly towards the Loire, in order to effect an object 
which he had been long pursuing — the gathering around 
his person of nearly all the Princes of his house. 

Since the death of their father, the yoimger sons of the ^^j^ 
last Prince de Cond6 had lived at Court, or with their l?^^f 

' the Loire 

imcle the Cardinal, as we before stated. Brought up in to join his 

, cousin the 

the CathoUc religion, they had never had any communi- Comte de 

Soissons J. 

cation with their eldest brother ; but the King of the Prince 
Navarre, more able than his cousin, and not hampered, goes to 

^ June 1687. 
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CHAP, like him, by religious prejudices, continued to place 
' — ' — ^ himself in communication with these young men. 
meet the ^^ Comtc dc Soissous had recently obtained from him 
^^*^ a passport, that he might go and arrange some private 
affairs which demanded his presence in Guyenne. 
Navarre met him on this journey ; he saw in him ambi- 
tion, intelligence, and an utter weariness of the life he was 
leading. A few words of encouragement were sufficient ; 
the Comte de Soissons espoused the cause that seemed 
traditional in his family. On his return to Paris, he 
induced the Prince de Conti, who was his senior in age, 
but was of feeble intellect, and afflicted with an im- 
pediment in his speech, to adopt the same couxse. 
Shortly afterwards, Conti gave out that he was sick, and 
retired to Le Lude (on the Loire), in order to recruit his 
health; his brother requested permission to visit him 
there, and obtained it from Henri rH., who, it is said, was 
aware of their design and approved it. Navarre, fore- 
warned, approached the Loire; he attached great im- 
portance to the success of this enterprise ; to have in his 
army Princes of the Blood who were Catholics, was to 
show to the world that the cause for which he was 
fighting was not merely that of a religious sect, but in 
reality that of the Eoyal House and in a certain sense of 
the French monarchy. On his arrival at Montsoreau, he 
detached Turenne with the light cavalry ; and Turenne 
soon returned, bringing with him the Comte de Soissons, 
as well as a large body of the Protestant gentlemen of 
Normandie and Beauce who had joined him. As for the 
Prince de Conti, he set off* in disguise for Strasbourg, 
where he was to put himself at the head of the foreign 
army. Cond^ had solicited this, the most important 
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command of all after that of Poitou ; but the King of chap, 
Navarre replied to him that he could not do without his 
right arm, whether because he was afraid of some of his 
independent vagarias, or because he wished to humour 
the susceptibility of the German generals by giving them 
a merely nominal chief ; for the Prince de Conti could 
not be more than this. 

Scarcely had the King of Navarre left the Loire before Joyeuse, 
Joyeuse rejoined his troops ; he arrived in high spirits in maicheg 
consequence of the warm reception with which he had Libourne, 
been greeted by the Leaguers of Paris, and brought with Matignon 
him the order to give battle. A few reinforcements had him! 
recruited the losses in the strength of his army occasioned 
by sickness and by the petty fighting of the last few 
months. He had seven guns, four regiments of infantry, 
twenty-foiur companies of gendarmes, six troops of French 
light cavalry, and two of Albanians, — ^in all six thousand 
infantry and two thousand cavalry. A despatch from 
the Mar^chal de Matignon, commanding in Guyenne, 
pointed out what he might undertake. 

Matignon was aware that the King of Navarre had 
appointed a rendezvous in Gascogne, and that he intended 
to convei^e all his troops there, to reinforce himself, and 
then to march up towards Le Berry to effect a junction 
with the foreign army. He advised Joyeuse to descend 
towards the Dordogne, offering to await him on the 
banks of that stream with four thousand picked men : 
the two, when united, could easily arrest the advance of 
the B^amais Prince. Joyeuse accepted the post, promised 
the Mar^chal that he would be at Libourne between the 
twentieth and the twenty-fifth of October, and started to 
join him by Poitiers, Euffec, and Barbezieux- 

"^OL. n. K ... Ponal(> 
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CHAP. The instructions fiimished by Matignort were precise. . 
^— ^^ — ' Navarre was at La EocheUe, engaged in superintending 
the equipment of the two pieces which constituted the 
^7^^. whole of his artillery, and in preparing everything in 
hiB army, order to effect a junction with the Germans. At one 
marches time, during his recent sojourn at Montsoreau, he had 
with projected a march along the right bank of the Loire to 
aS^^S meet his allies ; but, being uncertain as to their move- 
to Owiteag ments, and impressed with the difficulties of every kind 
00^19)- ^hj^tj y^QYQ presented by such a course, he had aban- 
Sf«batti#w ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ adopted that which Matignon had 
anticipated. The movements of Joyeuse decided him to 
press on its execution; as soon as he discovered the 
BoyaUst line of march, he sent his small artillery to his 
army which was posted near the Charente and was com- 
manded by the Vicomte de Turenne in his absence ; . 
he himself joined it shortly afterwards at Pons, and led 
it towards Monlieu. Cond4 had aheady hastened from 
SaintnJean-d'Angely, fearing lest Turenne might be intent 
upon giving battle by himself, and wishing to take from 
the King of Navarre that of which the Vicomte wished to 
deprive him. But the third party was warned in time 
of the wishes of the first two,^ and when, shortly after- 
wards, he appointed Turenne, at his own request, to act 
the part of ' sergent de bataille,'* he added with emphasis 
.— * But under my own eye.' 

The two armies marched side by side for some days. 
Joyeuse, bent on barring the road to Oascogne, and 
approaching Matignon, crossed the Dronne near ChAlaisv 
and descended the left bank of that river. On the 



* D'Aubignd. somewhat anfdogous to the modoni 

~ The 'sergent de bataiUe* was chief of the staff. 
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nineteenth of October, while, according to his wont, he chap. 
halted at La Eoche-Chftlais for a sumptuous repast, he ' — • — ' 

1587 

sent forward Lavardin with the light cavalry to seize the oct 19. 
position of Ooutras, situated at the junction of the Isle 
and the Dronne. 

But, likewise according to his wont, the B^amais 
Prince was in the saddle, while his enemy was at table. 
He had forestalled Joyeuse, and Lavardin, upon ap- 
proaching Coutras, found the town occupied by the 
advanced-guard of the Protestants, and had only just 
time to fall back upon La Roche-ChMais. 

The King of Navarre, being now in possession of 
Coutras, commanding the passage both of the Dronne 
and the Isle, had only to continue his march in order to 
cross the Dordogne above Liboume, where Matignon was 
posted. But, as he was so close to Joyeuse, he might 
expect to be attacked by the latter while crossing the 
rivers ; and, had he been thus retarded, he would have 
found himself exposed to a simultaneous attack in front 
from Matignon. It was therefore the right course, 
according to the rules of war, to encounter Joyeuse 
before the junction of the two Catholic armies could be 
effected. StiU the majority of the Protestant leaders 
hesitated. They thought it rash to fight, with the rivers 
in their rear, and with the knowledge that Matignon was 
posted a few leagues behind them ; moreover, fortune, 
which had smiled upon them more than once in running 
fights, had uniformly been against them in pitched 
battles. The King of Navarre, however, was not to be 
dissuaded from the project he had resolved upon; the 
superiority of his judgment, the firmness of his mind and 
character, gave to his wishes a preponderance over all ; 
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CHAP, and it was decided to offer battle on the morrow; whether 
' — 'r — ' it should be necessary, if the enemy should continue his 
Oct. 19-20. march, to await his attack near Coutras, or, in the event 
of the enemy remaining stationary, to make an advance 
upon his present position. The King at once pushed for- 
ward his light cavalry about a league and a half to the 
front, to the village of Pointures, supporting it with 
eighty * salades ' posted about halfway between them 
and the main body. During the night the whole of his 
troops entered Coutras, except the artillery and three 
regiments of infantry, which remamed on the right bank 
of the Dronne, with orders to cross that stream at day- 
break. 
In the By the exercise of a little energy, during the daytime, 

jo|euse, on the nineteenth, the Due de Joyeuse might have occu- 
thou»nd" pied Coutras before the Protestants. But as soon as he 
mareheeon Icamed, ou the rctum of Lavardin, that he had been fore- 
The*^PK>. stalled, his indolence was succeeded by feverish im- 
I^'^We Patience. Instead of giving his troops the repose that 
fi^Th^n^ *^^y required, he wished to march at once, and beat the 
dred asscmblv at eleven o'clock at night. The march was 

strong, •' . ° 

tiikes up a SO badly organized that he took several hoiu's to accom- 
poHition. plish the distance of three leagues and a half — ^which 
divided him from Les Pointures ; and the advanced-guard 
of the Protestants was able fiirst to repulse tlie head 
of his column and then to fell back, leisurely, still 
fighting. 

Long before sunrise, the King of Navarre, accom- 
panied by Conde and his principal officers, was on the 
road to La Eoche-Ch^lais. Soon the sound of musketry 
apprised him that his vanguard was under fire, and the 
earliest light of morning enabled him to see them falling 
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T>ack in good order, and but feebly pursued. Farther chap. 
on he descried the long file of the Catholic army, on its * — - — ' 
march in a single column upon Ooutras. Oct. 20. 

The Protestant troops were already issuing from the 
town, and the Vicomte de Turenne, in the execution of 
liis office, was marshalling them in order of battle. But 
the King, finding the position chosen a bad one, feebly 
protected on the flanks, and divided by a road which was 
bordered with bushes, selected for himself a position 
nearer the town ; and when it was suggested to him 
that in retreating in order to take possession of it, the 
army would necessarily expose its flank to the enemy, he 
replied, very sensibly, that there was no need to apprehend 
a charge from an army arriving in single column, by a 
narrow and muddy road, after a long night-march and a 
pretty severe skirmish. He withdrew his troops there- 
fore to this new position : the ground was well selected 
and of an extent adequate to the number of troops en- 
gaged ; the order of battle was not less wisely adapted to 
the ground. 

CJoutras is protected, on the north, by the left bank of 
the river Dronne; the houses line the road from La 
Eoche-Ch&lais to Liboume, which follows the windings of 
the stream. The town forms thus, as it were, a circular 
street, which terminates towards the west at the junction 
of the Dronne and the Isle. On the north-east flows a 
rivulet named the Pallard, a tributary of the Dronne ; a 
small wood, which reached as far as the east houses of the 
"town, bordered this stream. On the south-east towered 
a fine chateau, built by Lautrec, the park of which, 
istretching out into the plain, was bounded by a warren 
and by a thick coppice, recently cut and trimmed fOTi 



134 HENRI DK BOURBON. 

CHAP, sporting purposes. Between this park and the Pallard, a 
^ — '-^ — ^ small rising ground formed a slight curve of about six 

Oct. 20. hundred metres in extent; in front stretched the plain 
covered with ploughed fields and patches of brushwood, 
intersected by roads, but without any defensive posts. 

On this undulatuijg ground^ of which the convex side 
was towards the plain, the King of Navarre deployed his 
army, about five thousand five hundred strong. Almost 
all the infantry was on the extreme right, in the warren 
and in the woods belonging to the ch&teau. Next to the 
infantry was La Tr^mouille's hght cavalry — about two 
hundred in number ; then came Turenne's Gascon horse- 
men, about two hundred and twenty to two hundred 
and fifty. The gendarmerie was divided into three 
squadrons, commanded by the three Bourbons : that of 
the King, who was in the centre, on the top of the hill, 
and that of the Prince de Cond^, placed on his right, each 
three hundred strong, were formed in six ranks; the 
squadron of the Comte de Soissona — two hundred horse 
— ^was protected by the last houses of the town, and 
covered on their left flank by two hundred arquebusiers 
hidden in the brushwood on the banks of the !Pallard 
The two guns which Ciermont d^Amboise and Eosny 
brought up were posted on the centre, near the Boyal 
squadron. As the three infantry regiments which had 
protected the artillery during the night came up, they 
took up their positions in succession behind the right, 
which thus amounted to three thousand eight hundred 
,or four thousand infantry. Lastly, one himdred and fifty 
picked arquebusiers were posted, in squares of twenty-five 
each, between the several troops of cavalry, or, as they 
were thou called, ' aux estriei*s des escadrous.' This last 
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^arrangement, an entirely novel one, and one which it chap. 
would perhaps not be prudent in all cases to imitate, had ^« — ^ — ' 



upon this occasion a very fortunate result, . 1^87 

These various positions were taken up silently and BatUeof 
accurately. The whole of the movements were com- Coutras. 
pleted before the Catholic army had formed its line of 
battle — ^which was not effected without much confusion. 
The light cavalry, consisting of four hundred horse, led 
by Lavardin, were the first to get into line, and faced the 
Protestant right. They had on their lefk the *Picardie ' 
and ' Tiercelin ' regiments of infantry, two thousand eight 
hundred strongs and on their right five hundred gendarmes 
commanded by Montigny. The white comet of the Due 
de Joyeuse was followed by nearly twelve hundred 
* lances ; ' it was the most splendid squadron that could be 
conceived. It was just beginning to deploy, and was 
making way for the rear-guard — about two thousand 
five hundred men — which was to be posted on its right, 
when the Protestant artillery opened fire. This was 
about eight o'clock in the morning. 

The Catholic gunners were anxious to reply; they Oaimoiiade 
imagined that their seven pieces would soon silence the t^^^- 
two cannons of the enemy. But they were badly placed, ^jl\ ^* 
and when at length they opened, their fire had no result ^*'*fi^^**^- 
except Vming the horse of one of Condi's pages. On the 
other hand the Protestant balls ploughed through the 
ranks of the enemy's cavalry, and swept down whole files 
of the Picardie regiment ; so that Lavardin hastened to 
tlie Due de Joyeuse and exclaimed, * Monsieur, we are 
losing the game by delay ; we must play.' * Monsieur le 
Mar^chal is right,' replied the Duke. Lavardin returned 
immediately to his post, and led his two left squadrons to 
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the charge* La Tr^mouille first, and then Turenne gave 
way ; the light cavahry of the Catholics pushed ou to 
o^Iq, Coutras. Their infantry were less successful; Picardie 
and Tiercelin endeavoured to carry the warren in which 
the Protestant infentry were posted ; but although Picar- 
die ^ displayed its wonted valour in the attack, both these 
regiments were repulsed with loss. At the same time, 
the cavalry, beaten by Lavardin, turned aside and re^ 
formed behind Condi's squadron. The Catholic light 
horse — especially the Albanians, finding in the town the 
baggage of the Beformers, gave themselves eagerly up to 
pillage, and refused to return to the fight. 

Thus this first charge of the Eoyalists had opened a 
breach in the Protestant hne, but did not succeed in dis- 
lodging their right or inflicting any severe losses upon 
them ; while on the other hand the victorious squadrons 
were as good as lost to their army. Nevertheless this 
success, more apparent than real, seemed to be the pre- 
lude to a complete victory. A few Protestant horsemen 
crossed the Dronne, and hastened to carry into Gascogne 
the news of their defeat. From the whole of the Catholic 
ranks there arose a shout of triumph. Cond^, seeing 
the squadron on his right routed, was about to bear down 
upon those who had charged it ; but a veteran captain, 
named Des Ageaux, who was near him, seized his bridle 
and exclaimed, ' That is not yoiur prey, — here it comes ! ' 
And he pointed to the great squadron of Joyeuse, which 
was just beginning to move. 
Naram At this Critical moment, the King of Navarre sum- 
histr^?; moned to his side his cousins and his chief officers, and 
fo^TaWs tlien, in his manly and sonorous voice, thus harangued 

left. 

* Sec note, toI. i. p. 166. 
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his gendarmes : — ^ My friends, behold a quarry very 
different from the prey to which you have been ac- 
customed I It is a bridegroom who has still in his .oct.2a» 
trunks his marriage portion ; all the pick of the courtiers 
is with him. Will you allow yourselves to be beaten by 
this fine dancer and these minions of the Court ? No ! 
They are ours I ' he exclaimed. * I am sure of it from 
your eagerness to fight. Still we ought all to believe 
that the issue is in the hand of God. Let us call upon 
Him to aid us. This deed will be the greatest we have 
yet done ; the glory will be for God, the profit for the 
King our Sovereign Lord, the honour for ourselves, and 
the safety for the State.* Henri uncovered. The minis- 
ters Chandieu and Damours intoned * the prayer of the 
army,' and the soldiers repeated in unison the twelfth 
verse of the hundred and eighteenth Psalm : — 

La voicy Theureufle journ^ 
Qae Dieu a faicte k plein d^sir.^ 

As each was hastening to his post, the King stopped 
his cousins. 'Gentlemen/ he cried, *I have only one 
thing to say to you, — ^remember that you are of the 
House of Bourbon. So help me God I I will show you 
that I am its Head ! ' * And we will show you that we 
are good cadets,' replied Cond^. 

The real battle was now to begin. Before attacking, 
Navarre took in at a glance the whole field. Observing 
that the Catholic rear-guard was already in Une and was 
threatening his left, he immediately reinforced that wing 
with three hundred arquebusiers withdrawn from the 
right, and, as his army presented a convex curve to the 

* 'This is the day which the and be glad in it' — Ps. cxyiii. 24* 
Lord hath made ; we will rejoice English Auth. Versionr 
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CHAP, enemy, this movement was executed behind his line of 
battle, rapidly, and nnperceived by the enemy. 



.Oct. ao. The gendarmerie of Joyeuse formed two long * hayes/ 
Decisive He was in the centre, followed by his cornet, and sur- 
mStm rounded by a group of noblemen, all armed with lances, 
rout^f ' and magnificently equipped. The Duke gave the signal, 
«m^^ and, although still a long way off fix)m the enemy, his 
troop set off at full and steady gallop. When they came 
within a good distance of the Protestants, they sustained 
first a murderous fire from the * arquebusiers de Testrier,' 
and immediately upon that the charge of the cavalry — 
and a terrible charge it was. By the King's orders, his 
three squadrons had advanced at a walk, then at a trot ; 
at last, the word being given * A toute bride I ' they dashed 
into the Catholic lines at the full speed of their horses. 
The enemy^s horses, on the other hand, breathless and 
slackening as they mounted the hiU, had lost all their 
elan\ the lances too were of scarcely any use. The 
length of the charge had broken the ranks ; and the con- 
fusion was soon complete. Nevertheless the Catholic 
gentlemen fought with courage; the King of Navarre 
was exposed to the greatest dangers ; his arms and 
those of both his cousins were, in a short time, completely 
battered by blows. But in the meUe^ the Protestants, 
formed in compact bodies, and armed with pistols and 
swords, had every advantage of their adversaries, who 
were scattered loosely about the field, encumbered by 
their lances, and still more by the silk pennons which 
surmoirated them. So that after a short fight, upwards 
of four hundred gentl^nen of the Eoyal army, and 
amor^ them the Due de Joyeuse and his brother, were 
left on the- field. The remainder were in flight. 
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On the left the success of the Protestants was equally chap. 
decisive. The detachment, so happily sent by the King -"■""■"• — ' 
of Navarre, had arrived just in time to take the offensive ; Oct 20. 
their boldness had made up for the paucity of their 
numbers, and the Catholic rear-guard, surprised by a 
vigorous charge, had just been broken. The victorious 
^valry of the Protestants, spreading itself out at once in 
the plain, made great havoc among the enemy's infantry. 
The Picardie regiment, which, in the former part of the 
campaign, had been the chief instrument of Joyeuse's 
cruelties, was almost utterly annihilated. 

Towards the close of the day, during the pursuit, one Encounter 
of the most gallant soldiers of the Eoyal army, D'Espinay condTand 
Saint-Luc, feeling that his horse was unable to carry him ®*^^^^- 
out of the affair, and not willing to surrender without 
some signal act of valour, perceived the Prince de Cond6 
alone in the middle of the plain, and, putting his lance " 
in rest, charged upon him with such violence, that the 
Prince and his horse together fell to the ground. Saint- 
Luc immediately leaped from his saddle, raised the 
Prince from the ground, and tendered to him his gaunt- 
let, with these words: — ^^ Monseigneur, Saint-Luc sur- 
renders to you ; refuse Tiim not.' Cond^, bruised as he 
was, embraced and pardoned him — an act all the more 
generous, because Saint-Luc, who had been at one time 
a fevourite of Henri IH., but had since become an ardent 
Leaguer, and had been commanding in Brouage, had. in 
the course of the previous year, ^ven much trouble to 
the Prince in Saintonge. 

Cond4 was conveyed back to the EoyaJ quarters. 
Then was enacted a scene similar to that which took 
lilace after the battle of Jarnac. The body of Joyeuse 
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CHAP, was lyiDg extended on a table, in the very apartment in 
' — r — ' which the supper of his conqueror had been prepared ; 
.Oct.^20. but Navarre, unlike the Due d'Anjou, ordered all who 
were in the room to quit it, caused his table to be 
removed elsewhere, and respectfully tendered to the 
Vicomte de Turenne, his near relative, the remains of 
his conquered foe. Henri rejoiced modestly and very 
simply over his brilliant victory. Although the civil 
war had now been raging for twenty-five years, he was 
the first Protestant general who had gained any pitched 
battle ; he had only to deplore the loss of twenty-five 
men ; the enemy had lost upwards of three thousand, 
and had left in his hands their artillery as well as twenty- 
nine standards or ensigns. The victory was all the more 
glorious inasmuch as it was won over an army superior 
in numbers and almost equal in quality. It was due to 
the valour of the King, to his decision, his vigilance, his 
quick eye, his intelligent tactics, and to that instinctive 
power of originating which he displayed alike in politics 
and in war, and which was destined to cover him with 
such glory in the splendid defensive battles of Arques, on 
the day of Ivry, as well as on so many other occasions. 
The rare military ability of Henri IV. is too little known: 
the brilliant and attractive side of his fine character has 
always been exposed to view ; the twofold character of 
his genius has been often overlooked. We all know the 
man of gallantry and of wit, the valiant soldier, the bold 
partisan chief; but it is the able general, the laige-minded 
administrator, the great King, who deserves the gratitude 
of his country and the admiration of posterity. 
Dispersion The Operations which followed the battle of Coutras 
Irmy. wcrc uot, howevcr, commensurate with the importance of 
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the success which had just been obtained. After the c^^- 
complete destruction of Joyeuse's anny, the victor ought '"*-^'^' — 
to have left nothing undone towards either joining the 
foreign troops or acting' in concert with them. But in Condi's 
the intoxication of their deUght, the Protestant volun- he fiois' 
teers were eeger to go and receive the congratulations of retires to 
their families, and to carry home with them then* share of jdn- 
the booty. Moreover, almost all the baggage had been hifdSth' 
lost ; four hundred horse had been killed ; it was abso- ^^^ ^' 
lutely necessary to procure fresh equipments, and the 
officers and soldiers loudly called for the disbanding of 
the army. Navarre yielded to their wishes ; but the 
haste with which he went in person to present to the 
beautiftil Corisande the standards captured at Coutras, 
gave rise, not without reason, to the supposition that a 
less serious motive had influenced him in coming to this 
decision. 

Cond^ had in vain insisted upon the advisability of 
continuing the operations ; always under the dominion of 
his personal prepossessions, stimulated by La Tr^mouille, 
bent upon consolidating his establishment in the west, and 
on rendering himself almost independent there, he advised 
a march on Saumur, which would not have afforded any 
assistance to the * reitres.' After the disbanding of the 
army, when charged with the duty of leading the contin- 
gents of Poitou and Saintonge, he endeavoured to carry 
out this scheme upon his own account; but his troop 
began to disperse. He himself, moreover, was ill ; since 
the Jance-thrust which Saint-Luc had given him, he had 
complained of frequent pains in the side ; he now grew 
worse. At Saintes he was struck by fever, and w^s 
obliged to stay there for some time. At last, in the 
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QEAP^ beginning of 1588, he was able to proceed as far as 
' — "-^^ Ssdnt-Jean-d'Angely, his usual residence, where his wife, 
March 6. the Priuccss, was expecting him. Shortly afterwards the 
pains in the stomach returned in a complicated form. 
Imprudent, and passionately devoted to athletic exercises, 
he no sooner began to feel somewhat better, than he 
insisted upon resuming the saddle. On the third of 
March he rode at the ring for several hours on a restive 
horse, which reared several times with him. But let us 
describe the scene in the words of Henri IV.^ : — 

* On Thursday, after having tilted at the ring, he supped 
in good health. At midnight he was seized with a 
violent fit of vomiting, which lasted till morning. On 
Friday he remained all day in bed. In the evening he 
supped, and after a good night's rest, he rose on Saturday 
morning, sat up for dinner, and afterwards played a game 
at chess. He rose from his chair, and walked up and 
down his chamber, chatting with those around him. 
Quite suddenly he cried out, " Hand me my chair ; I feel 
extremely weak.*' Scarcely was he seated before he lost 
the power of speech, and immediately afterwards expired.* 
The effects of poison speedily became evident.' 

Suspicions This letter is dated the tenth of March. Next day the 

the^r ' ^^S o^ Navarre quitted N^rac for SainfrJean, in order to 

^^^^ pay a visit of condolence to his cousin's widow, and * to 

t^nn' ^^^^ ^^^ '^^ drcumstances of this deatL' • On his way 

Briiiaud; jj^ received fresh information; the doctors were con- 

prosecu- ' 

tion of the yiuced that there had been poison ; all the Prince's house- 

Princess, * 

who re- hold had been arrested ; two of them had disappeared. 

mains 

Beveoyean These Were a page sixteen years old, named Belcastel, 

in confine- 
ment. 

> Letter to CoriBande^ March 10. * Letter to M. de Scorbiac of 

* Maieh 5, 1688. Maroh 11. 
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and a valet of the name of Orbais. Both were in the chap. 
service of the Princess. No traces of them were to be 
found ; but it was known that they had fled on horses 
which had been several days before placed in one of the 
inns of the town, by a person named Brillaud. This 
BriUaud was a retired lawyer from Bordeaux, whom the 
Princess had introduced into the house as comptroller, 
and who had the management of everything in it. But 
when put to the torture he made several important reve- 
lations which implicated his master's widow. Public 
opinion also was against her. Navarre believed her 
guilty: *Eemember,' writes he to Corisande, on the 
thirteenth of March, * what I told you long ago ; I am 
generally right in my suspicions ; a bad woman is a dan- 
gerous animal.' ^ 

Commissaries were appointed to draw up the indict- 
ment. Belcastel was executed in eflSgy; Brillaud was 
also found guilty, convicted of several previous crimes, 
and executed. The Princess was arrested ; and although 
the ParUament of Paris had claimed the right to take 
cc^nizance of the affair, as representing the Court of 
Peers, the King of Navarre had issued orders to go on 
with the proceedings, and pressed the matter forward all 
the more rigorously, seeing that he himself had not 
escaped the breath of calumny ; ^ his enemies had spread 

^ The dowager Princease deCondd sel and your own clemency and good 

alao wrote, on the 9th of April, a nature, that your enemies haying 

▼ery aeyere letter to her daughter- even dared, with that impudence 

in-law ; M. Halphen has puhliahed and wickedness which is the result 

it in the introduction to the ' Vdri- of despair, to spread the report that 

table Discours,' by Fiefbnin (Paris : that detestable crime (the death of 

Aubry, 1861). the Prince de Cond^) was instigated 

' ' « • . On this point I am con- by you, it is impossible for you, nor 

strained to add, weU knowing what ought you if it were possible, to 

might be the effect of sinister coun- liesitate about the action, without 
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CHAP, the report that he was privy to the death of his cousin 



1688 



The Commissioners then were pursuing their enquiries, 
when the pregnancy of the Princess, which soon after- 
wards was declared, caused them to suspend the proceed- 
ings. Nevertheless she remained for seven years in strict 
confinement. We shall see later on in what manner and 
under what circumstances the decree of the Parliament 
of Paris, which declared her innocent, was obtained. We 
will only add here, that if a series of mysterious cir- 
cumstances tended to throw suspicion upon her, yet the 
only evidence against her was the deposition of Brillaud, 
extracted by torture. It has been asserted that the 
Princess was pregnant by the page Belcastel, and, 
being unable any longer to conceal her situation, poisoned 
her husband to escape his just vengeance ; but this 
accusation is unsupported by a single fact or declara- 
tion. The death of Cond^ may possibly be attributable 
to some agent of the League, and the morals of the age 
make this far fi:om improbable. It must, however, be 
repeated, that the Prince had been notoriously ill for many 
months, and that the doctors were by no means unanimous 
in admitting the proofe of poison; several were of opinion 
that the spots in the stomach, which appeared upon 
examination, might be attributed to another cause. The 
Faculty of Montpellier were of this opinion. 

Whatever was really *the manner of this death,' it 

makiu^ an irreparable breach io your No. XII. We publieh also the auto- 
reputation ; but on the contrary you grnph letter in which the King of 
ought to pursue the matter to judg- Navarre informs Beza of his cousin's 
ment and execution, BO as to stop the death. This document, which has 
mouths of those detestable calum- escaped the careful researches of M. 
niators in the sight of God and Berger de Xivrey, is preserved in 

man ' (Beza to the King of the library at Gotha. (Vol. MS. 403, 

Navarre ; original minute. Biblio- p. 502.) 
th&que de Geneve.) See Appendix, 
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made a profound impression upon the King of Navarre, chap. 
At that very time several attempts had been made upon 



his own life. He felt himself isolated and exposed to the March, 
perfidy of his enemies, and the numerous letters in which Henri 
he alludes to that mysterious afiair are pervaded by a ingsw- 

, spectiiiff 

tone of sadness which was not habitual to him. Publicly his cousin, 
he testified great aCBiction, and spared no eulogies upon on the 
the friend he had lost, styhng him * the second eye of the 
Churches of France.' ^ To the young girl, the ofispring 
of Cond6 and Marie de Cl^ves,^ he promised to be a 
father, to replace him ' whom he cherished and loved as 
his own brother.'^ But in his private intercourse with 
Corisande, his regrets were not so keen; it is evident that 
he still retained the recollection of the embarrassing posi- 
tion he had always held with respect to his cousin. ' I 
mourn for him as he ought to have been to me, not 
as he was to me.' * In truth he had found Cond^ more 
a trouble than a support to him, and had that Prince 
survived, there is no doubt that his love of taking his own 
course, and his independent fancies, would have thrown 
yet more serious difficulties in the path of Henri IV. For^ 
after the renunciation of the King, whose example it was 
not probable that he would have followed, he would have 
acquired &r greater influence over the Protestants, whose 
entire sympathies and prepossessions he had already 
secured. Indeed he was even more regretted by the 
Eeformed Churches than his father was, although he hacj 

^ ' Summo scelere carimtiium rwhis ^ Catherine de Bourhon, Mam 

fratremt Hhtsirimmuin principem quise d'Isles. She died unmarried, 

Conditwn, aUerum v^uti ocuium Sept 30, 1595. 

Oailicarum ec<^e9iarum, nuper e ' Letter of the King of Nayarre| 

medio muhderunt: (The King of Na- end of March 1588. 

Tanre to Christian, Duke of Saxony, * Letter to Qorfsande, 
March 22, 1588.) 
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OHAP. not rendered to them such brilliant services. But he had 
ardently espoused both their passions and their preju- 
dices ; and this it is which is often the most acceptable 
quality, whether in the leaders or the followers of a party. 
Moreover he deserved their respect on account of his 
religious convictions. He was severe in his morals and 
firm in his principles. De Thou, dining with him one 
day in Languedoc, heard him reprove his officers who 
were speaking in defence of duelling, and denounce that 
universal custom with a warmth altogether astonishing in 
that age, and which the well-known valour of the Prince 
prevented from being misconstrued. He was a brave, 
decided, obstinate, and * inflexible partisan.'^ But in 
politics as in war he lacked discernment He had a 
narrow disposition, not remarkable for fairness, and he 
had not ' that rare quality of the King of Navarre of 
being always at hand — 'present k tout.'* He scarcely 
ever succeeded in any of his enterprises ; his public and 
private life were equally unfortunate, and yet * he had a 
royal heart,' ® he was * liberal, gracious, eloquent,' * like 
his father, but with some timidity * caused by his deaf- 
ness.' ^ 

Perhaps in any other walk of life the qualities with 
which he was endowed would have developed them- 
selves ; but his birth, like his merits, placed him in the 
second rank. Henri IV. 's place in history is such that 
every form which appears at his side is thrown into 
ghadow by his. 

» D'Aubign^. » Jhid. » Lestoile. 

* Brantdme. * Ibid. 
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HENRI II. DE BOURBON. 

THIBB PBINCB DB CONOE. 

1588—1610. 

Survey of the principal events which followed the death of the second 
Prince de Gond^—Junction of Henri HI. and of the King of Navarre. — 
Siege of Parb.— Death of Henri III. (August 1589).— first acts of Henri 
rV. — ^His march on Normandie.— He establishes himself at Dieppe. — 
Position of Arques } splendid series of fights in its defence (September 
1589). — ^The King is reinforced ; Mayenne retires. — The J^g reappears 
under the walls of Paris. — Skilful march on Tours. — ^Progress of the 
King's affairs.— Efforts of the Leaguers and their allies. — ^Battle of Iviy 
(March 14, 1590).— Blockade of Parb raised by the Duke of Parma (Sep- 
tember 1590). — Difficulties of the King's position ; he shows a bold front to 
them. — Siege of Rouen, commenced in December 1591, and raised by the 
Duke of Parma in April 1592. — Offensive movement on the part of the 
King; orderly retreat of the Duke of Parma; his death. — ^Third parly. — 
States of tbe League.— Abjuration of Henri TV. (July 1593). — Entry of 
the King into Paris (March 1594).— Capitulation of Lyon and Rouen ; 
frontier war; fight of Fontaine-Fran9Use (June 1595).— At Dijon, the 
Cknm^table hands to the King a petition in favour of the Princesse de Cond^. 
Birth of the third Prince de Cond^, Henri II. de Bourbon, September 1, 
1588, at Saint-Jean-d'Angely. — Long detention of his mother; animo- 
sity of her family. — De Thou obtains from the King a recognition of 
the young Prince, and a promise that he shall be brought up in the 
Catholic religion. — ^The Princesse de Condd is liberated under precautions 
(July 1595). — The Marquis of Pisani, appointed governor to the young 
Prince, takes him to Saint-Germain, where he is declared heir to the 
throne (November 1595).— Education of the young Prince ; D'Hauoourt 
is appointed sub-governor, and Lefdvre tutor. — Acquittal and abjuration 
of the Princesse de Cond^ (1596). — ^Her character; her contest with Pisani ; 
its disastrous infiuence on the education of her son.— Public eulogies be- 
stowed upon the young Prince ; the Cardinal de Florence ; the Avocat- 
G^n^ral DolU; Grotius. — Continued doubts as to Condi's legitimacy; 
state of public opinion*— Anecdotes. — ^Divorce and second marriage .of 
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Henri IV. — Change in the position of the young Prince. — ^Death of 
Pisani (October 1609) ; he is replaced by Belin. — The education of Condd 
is completed under unfavourable circumstances; his character; his dis- 
poation; his life at Court — Presentation of Charlotte Marguerite de 
Montmorency. — Impression produced by her beauty. — Henri IV. breaks 
off the marriage arranged between her and Bassompierre. — The Prince 
de Cond^ is affianced to Mademoiselle de Montmorency (December 1608) ; 
they are married on the 17th of May, 1609. — The Eang's passion breaks 
out Altercations between him and Condd. Cond^ withdraws to Valery 
with his bride. — Malherbe celebrates in verse the amours of the King. — 
Having put in an appearance at Court^ Cond^ returns to Valery, whence 
he goes to Muret — Incidents during his sojourn in Picardie. — He is 
summoned to Court, and goes there alone ; the King wishes to divorce 
(M^marier*) him. — ^Intervention of De Thou and of the Secretary Virey. 
— The King's passion. — Cond^ starts off, announcing that he will shortly 
return with the Princess (Nov. 26, 1609). — ^The King is informed that 
Monsieur le Prince is carrying off his wife to Flanders (Nov. 29). — 
Prompt measures taken to stop the fugitive. — Cond^ reaches Landrecies 
(Nov. 30). He is there joined by the agents of the King. — Embarrass- 
ment of the magistrates. — After some hesitation, the Archdukes authorise 
the Princess to go on to Brussels ; but Cond^ b obliged to quit the Low 
Countries, and goes to Cologne, which he reaches Dec 8. — ^Measures 
taken by Praslain and Virey. — ^Tbe Princess is placed in security at 
Brussels, in the Palais d*Orange.^ Consequences of the steps taken by 
Henri IV. — Opinion of the Spanish ministers, particularly of Spinola. — 
Condd summoned to Brussels ; arrives there on the 21st December. — 
Sorrow of the Princess; her relations with her husband. Dispositions 
and steps taken by her family. — Intrigues of the King. — ^Fruitless nego- 
tiations in order to bring about a reconciliation between him and Cond^, 
who falls more completely into the hands of the Spaniards. The Marquis 
de Cosuvres is despatched (January 1610) ; steps, direct and indirect, of 
the King, in order to influence and intimidate the Court of Brussels. — 
Secret mission of the Marquis ; he is directed to cany off the Princess. — 
Virey discovers the design of Cceuvres, and comes to an understanding 
with Spinola to out-manoeuvre him. — Surprise during the night of the 
13th February, 1610. — Formal ultimatum addressed to Cond^ by the 
French Ambassador. — Condd decides to quit Brussels. — lie entrusts the 
care of his wife to the Archdukes, leaves in disguise on the 21st of 
February, and reaches Milan on the dlst March. — Attitude of Spain in 
reference to him and to Henri IV. — The Conni^table claims his daughter. 
— Mission of Preaulx. — Reply of the Archdukes. — Petition of the Princess 
for her liberation. — Fresh measures taken by the King towards the Arch- 
dukes. — It is thought that he will second them by a military display. — 
Fresh verses by Malherbe. — Notwithstanding assurances to the contrary, 
the passion of the King is more demonstrative than profound. — True aim 
of Henri IV.'s armaments: his policy; the alliances and resources 
which he has prepared. — He demands of the Archdukes a passage for his 
fiTtay through Luxembourg. — The Court of Brussels offers to send back 
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the Princesse de Gond^. — ^FroitleBs efforta to stop Henri IV.— Bullion, 
French Ambassador at Turin, is charged to watch Cond^, who is living 
at Milan. — Attempt to induce Condd to go to Rome. — He renounces the 
plan on hearing of the entry of the French into Lombardy. — He learns 
the death of Henri IV. (May 1610), quits Milan, and reaches Brussels 
June 18. — ^He submits himself to the Regent, refuses to see his wife, and 
reaches Paris, July 16, 1610. 

Before returning to the cradle of the infant with which 
Charlotte de la Tr^mouiUe was pregnant at the death of chap. 
her husband, we must follow the chain of historical facts 



1588 
Summary 



which took place after the death of the second Prince 

de Cond6 and sum up the principal events which were <>*'>*»« , 

*■ ^ ^ ^ principal 

to exercise so great an influence on the fortunes of his events 

which 
son. followed 

The year fifteen hundred and eighty-eight opened un- of the 
favourably for the Reformers. The catastrophe of Saint- Pnnce de 
Jean-d'Angely was not the only misfortune which they 
had to deplore. The foreign army, on which so many ^f n^ijri 
expectations rested, had been cut to pieces. The League ^'^^ 
alone triumphed. Whether successes or reverses, every ofNatarre. 
incident of the war turned to the advantage of the 
Lorrain faction, and the victory of the B^arnais Prince 
at Coutras had not caused more damage to Henri HI., 
had not drawn down upon him more sarcasm and insult, 
than the rout of the Protestant * reitres.' Some months 
later it was only necessary for the Due de Guise to 
present himself in Paris in order to drive out his sove- 
reign.^ Henri IH. believed that he could revenge the 
* barricades ' by the double assassination at Blois in 
December 1588; but no crime could reinstate him in 
that authority which he had allowed to slip out of his 
hands. The 'martyrdom of the two brothers' excited 
general indignation, and the King, blockaded iu Tours; 

; > May 1688. 
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CHAP, more isolated than ever, had soon no better resource 
^ — ^ — ' than to call to his aid the Protestants and their leader, 
^^^ the King of Navarre. * It is five months,' wrote the 
latter,* * since I was condemned as a heretic and as un- 
worthy to succeed to the Crown ; I am at this moment 
its principal pillar.' 
8i«p of And it was indeed the arrival of the Huguenot veterans 
which may be said to have saved * The Crown of France.' 
The gates of Tours were left to be defended only by a 
handfiil of arquebusiers, and, notwithstanding the prover- 
bial valour of Crillon, the Leaguers were about to pene- 
trate to this last refuge of the *Valois,' when they were 
stopped by the vanguard of the Protestants, which Ch&- 
tillon brought up in great haste. Henri HI. had felt him- 
self so nearly lost that the brilliant fight of the Faubouig 
Saint-Symphorien and the retreat of Mayenne were not 
sufficient to reassure him. He remained hesitating and 
depressed, wanted to abandon the Loire and take reftige 
in Bretagne, leaving it to his scattered troops to maintain 
the conflict wherever they could. But * irresolution is 
out of place now;'^ Navarre understood this. He per- 
suaded the King to give up his journey to Bretagne and 
his disastrous system of guerilla warfare ; he induced him 
o place himself at the head of all his assembled forces, 
and energetically to take the offensive on the most im- 
portant point. * In order to win back your kingdom,'' 
said he, * you must cross the bridges of Paris.' 

The plan sketched by the B^amais Prince with so 
much correctness and decision was successfully carried 
out. It was found that there were sources of strength 

^ To Coriaande from Blois^ May Mornay. 
Is, 1589. ' Letten of June 6 and 7. 

« Letter of the King of Navarre to ^.^.^.^^^ ^^ GoOglc 
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hitherto unexpected. The Eoyal army was large and in chap. 



n. 



good order ; that of the League was abeady shut up in 
Paris ; the kindred of the Due de Guise had not inherited j^^t^ 
either his popularity or his influence ; the leaders of the Death of 
faction were divided and jealous oi one another; the 
people were discontented. The siege of the capital com- 
menced, and was making rapid progress, when Henri III. 
was assassinated. 

All questions were now reopened. The soldiers alone Fiwt acts 
had not hesitated to acknowledge the new King. ' You rv. 
are the King of the brave,' said Givry to him in pre- on Not*' 
senting to him the oflScers of the French Guards, * and "^*°^*®- 
you will be deserted only by cowards.' But the chances 
of Henri IV. seemed very poor, and the ambitious, the 
egotistical, and the timid were not so easily drawn after 
him as the honest soldiery. Several of them at once 
quitted the Boyal quarters, without conceaUng their 
hostile intentions. The majority of people were held in 
suspense by the religious question, some of them from 
poHcy, and others from sincere scruples ; all were anxious 
to gain time before choosing sides. The pubHc instinct 
was decidedly adverse to the Protestant King. And even 
the most firmly estabhshed right loses force under the 
resistance of national sentiment. Henri IV. understood 
this ; he neither could nor would abjure at that critical 
moment, but he did not hesitate to announce pubUcly 
that he would maintain the Catholic religion, would 
become instructed in it himself, and would govern accord- 
ing to the iancient laws of the realm. It was under the 
conditions laid down in this formal engagement, ratified 
by a positive deed, that the Princes and the great officers 
of the Crown swore allegiance to him. 
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CHAP. This declaration comprised very much ; but for the 
- — r^ — ' time it did not at all afiect the situation of affairs. The 
miUtaiy operations undertaken by the late King could 
not be carried on ; the ranks of the army, diminished by 
the first desertions, were becoming thinner and thinner. 
The King was overwhelmed with requests for leave of 
absence ; he refused none ; for he knew that his permis- 
sion would have been dispensed with. Besides, it was 
becoming impossible to remain before Paris. Henri IV. 
was besought to recross the Loire, in order to begin once 
more, in the provinces which he knew and where he was 
known, that petty warfare which had succeeded so well 
for the last ten years ; it was the course which seemed 
most obvious, but the King rejected it. He formed two 
great detachments ; the one waa to operate in Picardie, 
under the orders of the Due de Longueville, the other in 
Champagne, under the orders of the Mar^chal d*Aumont. 
This separation of the Royal troops was only apparent. 
The nucleus of these two armies was the noblesse of these 
two provinces, who could not be kept any longer at a 
distance from home, and whose support thus became 
valuable. The King retained about his person all that 
he could, the French Guards, the Swiss, the Protestants, 
and a few Catholic noblemen and regiments. At the 
head of this body, which, though small, was thoroughly 
to be relied upon, he quitted Saint-Cloud on the sixteenth 
of August, first escorted the remains of his predecessor to 
Compi^gne, and then turned towards Normandie. His 
friends and old advisers were of opinion that he was on 
his way to ruin ; but this bold movement was a stroke of 
genius. Had he retreated behind the Loire, he would 
fitill have been merely King of Navarre, shut up by his 
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enemies in a corner of the kingdom, and cut off from chap. 
commmiication with his allies or his lieutenants. In 



1689 



marching on Normandie, he acted as King of France, 
protected himself by the sea, and secured the valuable 
assistance of Elizabeth. He was able also to co-operate 
with the forces which the Due de Longueville commanded 
in Picardie. His political and military instinct could 
not have led him to adopt a wiser course. 

After making a display before Rouen, which, like most He eBta- 
of the large towns of France, sided with the Leaguers, the hipiseif at 

. . Dieppe. 

King moved towards Dieppe, where he was received with 
enthusiasm by the hardy inhabitants. He established his 
head-quarters there, but did not linger there in idleness. 
While the defences were being put into order, he kept 
his soldiers employed in forays about the neighbourhood. 
Eu, Arques, and other small places, were captured in 
these expeditions. Meanwhile Mayenne had marched 
out of Paris with an army at least three times the 
strength of his own ; its renown brought daily accessions 
to it, and more than one he^ began to fail among the 
King's followers. He was advised to embark for England. 
* Sire,' said Biron to him, * there is no King of France 
out of France.' Henri IV. was of this opinion, as his 
subsequent conduct proved. Mayenne had spent fifteen 
days in assembling his army in Paris ; and it would take 
him fifteen more before he could reach Dieppe. While 
he was wasting his time in capturing Neufch&tel and 
Gamaches, and was taking his ease in the splendid 
ch&teau of Eu, which belonged to his family, the King 
was studying and fortifying the ground on which he 
designed to await the attack of the Leaguers. 

The long and lofty ridge of coast which separates the 
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CHAP, mouth of the Somme from that of the Seine opens the 
way for several streams which run at the bottom of the 
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green and narrow valleys. The wide and level plateau 

Poeition of which CTOsses the ridge is thus intersected by the same 

A10116S I 

splendid number of deep hollows. As these rivulets, continually 

fights in met by the rising tide, twice every day overflow the 
enoe. j^jg^^^^g ^j^ ^YieiT banks, each of these little valleys 
becomes impassable except by the roads which have 
been constructed near the principal centres of population. 
The harbour of Dieppe, like all those of the towns on 
that coast, is formed by the mouth of one of these water- 
courses — the river Arques — formed by the junction of 
three rivulets, the Aulne, the Bethune, and the Varenne, 
which unite their waters about six kilometres from the sea, 
near the pleasant village whence the river takes its name. 
This stream, which is not crossed by any road between 
Dieppe and Arques, served as a line of defence for the 
Eoyal army. The main body was on the right bank 
established in the village of Arques, covered by works 
judiciously planned; a ch&teau which crowned the 
heights, and the majestic ruins of which still tower above 
the valley, formed the base of these entrenchments. The 
suburb of EoUet, on the right bank, between the port of 
Dieppe and the chff, fortified in haste and occupied by 
one detachment, flanked the left of the hne. Between 
these two bastions, the long curtain formed by the 
marshy ground was watched by small outposts and pro- 
tected by a few batteries. 

On the fifteenth of September, the army of the League 
took up its position on the plateau, to the nortli-east of 
Dieppe, their right being before Le PoUet, their left at 
Martin-figlise, opposite Arques, but separated from that 
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village by the three rivulets which make their junction a chap, 
little below. It was eighteen thousand strong, of which ^—^ — ' 
three thousand were cavaby, supported by four guns. ^^\^ 
The King had only about five or six thousand men, and 
less than a thousand horse ; but he was stronger in 
artillery, especially in siege guns, which were well 
adapted for the nature of the fighting which was before 
him. Trusting to his great numerical superiority, 
Mayenne attacked on the extremities of his line ; but the 
movement of his left towards the road to Arques was 
little more than a feint, the real attack was directed 
against Le PoUet. A few days earlier this had been the 
weak point, and his success would have been probable, 
had the march of the League, well directed as it was, 
been a little more rapid. Mayenne was a man of sound 
judgment, and knew the art of war ; his combinations 
were generally good ; but he was tardy and indolent, 
while Henri IV. was distinguished by his indefatigable 
activity and his remarkable promptitude in the execution 
of his plans. On this occasion the Leaguers were unable 
to debouch from Martin-figlise, and it became evident 
that Le Pollet was not to be taken by a coup-de-main. 

Eepulsed on both wings, Mayenne wished to recon- 
noitre the centre of the line. He tried to force his way 
by a bad ford, which crossed the river opposite Bou- 
teille, about halfway between Dieppe and Arques ; but 
he was stopped by a trench which the King had made 
and protected with artillery. 

The failure of these disconnected attacks diminished 
the confidence of the Leaguers. Their leader felt that a 
general engagement would be necessary to raise the 
fallen spirits of his troops, and that he would require his 
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CHAP, whole force to dislodge the Eoyal troops from their 

^'•— ^» — ' position at Arques. He concentrated his army on the 

Sept. 21. left, but he took up his positions with his wonted 

tardiness. It was not till the night between the twentieth 

and twenty-first that he found himself in a position to 

attack before Martin-figlise. 

This village bestrides the Aulne. The road which 
leads into the highway to Arques follows at first the left 
bank of the stream ; then, after its junction with the 
B^thune, goes back up the side of the latter as far as its 
junction with the Varenne. Along this distance of about 
two thousand metres, the road is overhung on one side 
by rugged clifis which are topped by the thick coppice- 
wood of the forest of Arques ; on the other it is bounded 
by the marshy plains through which the two streams 
take their winding course. At the narrowest part of the 
passage, and about halfway, the King had constructed a 
* traverse ' of which a fortified field-hospital formed the 
saUent. Farther on, a second work, formed of a curtain 
and of two demi-bastions, covered the hamlet of Les 
Archelles and the head of the high road which crosses 
by a bridge the B^thune and the Varenne at their 
junction. The other extremity of the bridge abutted on 
the entrenchments which surrounded the village and 
chateau of Arques. The guns of the chateau commanded 
the right bank of the Bethune. Thus a defile about half 
a league in length, bounded by almost impassable 
obstacles, and of which the extreme breadth did not 
exceed four hundred metres, intercepted by three lines of 
fortification, and commanded by artillery — ^such was the 
position that the Eoyal army had to defend. It was 
impossible to fifid a more favourable one, and to use it 
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more wisely to compensate for their inferiority in chap. 
numbers. 



Mayenne hoped to surprise the King; but his move- Sept. 21. 
ments had been discovered, and all was in readiness for 
his reception before sunrise. The readiness and vigour 
with which the successive charges of cavalry and volleys 
from the infantry, who occupied the first entrenchment, 
followed each other, held in check the vanguard of the 
Leaguers . for a considerable time. The remainder of 
their army was unable to deploy. Their ' lansquenets,' 
however, having slipped into the woods which com- 
manded the roads, pretended to give themselves up to 
the King, mixed with the troops, and then suddenly 
reversed their pikes, and by this dishonourable stratagem 
delivered up to Mayenne the hospital and the ' traverse ' 
which was attached to it. There was then a moment of 
wavering, and the Eang, * notwithstanding his gentleness, 
was compelled to say that he was displeased.'^ Had it 
not been for his valour, always uniform and always 
brilliant, and for the steadiness of Galory's Swiss regiment, 
the day would have been lost. At last the troops ralhed 
tolerably well, and the fighting was resumed under the 
same conditions between the hospital and Les Archelles. 
Very soon, a thick mist, which till then had enveloped 
the combatants, cleared quite away, and allowed the 
Eoyal artillery to open fire: that which protected the 
second entrenchment, and that of the chateau, thundered 
forth at the same time. The enemy's cavalry, seeking a 
passage, bore to the right, and became entangled in 
an impracticable bog, out of which they floundered with 
great difficulty, decimated by the bullets. At that very 

' * M«5moire8 de Charles de Valois, Due d'Angoulemo.' 
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CHAP, moment, Ch&tillon axrived from Dieppe with five 
— -r^ — ' hundred men taken from the garrison of Le Pollet. 
Sepl^2i. There are moments in war when the very least reinforce- 
ment produces a decisive effect. This was the case on 
that day. Thanks to this reinforcement, the King was 
enabled to prevent the 6nemy*s cavalry from rallying. 
The first entrenchment was retaken, and the Leaguers 
were driven back with great loss into Martin-figlise. 
Henri pushed on no farther. Satisfied with the success 
already obtained, he thought it prudent not to pass 
beyond his guns which had been so useful to him. 
The King Three more days passed without a renewal on 
forced. Mayeuue's part of the fruitless attack of the twenty-first ; 

JouiydiiJDd 

retires. OH the Other hand the King was not in a condition either 
to take the offensive or even to defend his position should 
the enemy attempt to turn it. He did not then delay to 
evacuate his entrenched camp at Arques ; and, leaving a 
garrison in the chfi-teau, he withdrew to Dieppe. His 
great point was to avoid checks, to dispute the ground 
inch by inch, and to exhaust the forces of the enemy. 
Time favoured him ; he was waiting for a reinforcement, 
whose speedy arrival would, he hoped, remedy his 
inequality of numbers, whilst the Leaguers, who had left 
Paris confident of a speedy and complete triumph, had 
made no preparation for a continued struggle. The 
latter, however, made one more attempt ; the river Arques 
was passed, and the village of La Barre, which covered 
the Ch&teau of Dieppe, was taken. But the attempts 
against the latter city were repulsed ; a part of the aid 
promised by Elizabeth to the King had just arrived. 
Twelve hundred Scotchmen had disembarked in the 
harbour of Dieppe ; another corps was to follow. On 
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the Other hand the Comte de Soissons and the Mar^chal chap. 
d'Aumont were advancing by long journeys, at the head ^- ■ -^ 
of the united armies of Picardie and Champagne. 
Mayenne was about to find himself in his turn in rather a 
perilous position, and, not daring to confront the situation 
with his discouraged troops, he marched away from 
Dieppe. The King at first thought that he was about to 
fight the Comte de Soissons, and hastened to follow him 
up, less perhaps with the object of rescuing the army of 
reserve than for fear of seeing his turbulent cousin 
victoriously fighting without his aid. But the Duke, 
striking northwards, plunged into Picardie, in order to 
enforce the execution of the recently concluded treaty 
between his party and the King of Spain, and to hasten 
the arrival of the regiments which that Prince had 
promised to send to his assistance, by causing to be 
delivered up to his oflBcers the towns which were 
guaranteed to him. The King did not follow him, but 
recaptured Eu and Gamaches, where he joined the 
troops of D'Aiunont and the Comte de Soissons ; and 
then, reinforced by a fresh contingent from England, he 
descended rapidly on the Valley of the Seine, and crossed 
that river at Meulan. On the first of November he took 
all the suburbs of the capital on the left bank. 

This coup-de-main caused profound astonishment in The King 
Paris. When Mayenne left it three months before, win- u^JTtho 
dows were already being let to witness the passage of the paria.^ 
B^amais Prince in chains, and now this very B^amais ^h on 
Prince reappeared, not as a captive, but at the head of ^^'^^ 
his victorious army. Nevertheless, the King had neither 
the means nor the intention of seriously attacking the great 
city. He had determined to show himself in the heart of 
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CHAP, the kingdom, and thus to give a striking proof of his 
recent success. He was compelled to retire on the four- 
teenth of November as soon as Mayenne entered Paris ; 
but he was fortunate and clever enough to deprive this 
movement of any unfavourable aspect by directing his 
march towards Tours. The seat of the Parliament had 
been moved to that city ; there were assembled the 
various members of foreign Courts who had been able or 
willing to quit Paris, and it was indispensable that the 
new King should come to an understanding with the 
faithful depositaries of his authority. Thus to make 
capital out of a retrograde movement ; to turn an enforced 
retreat into a constituent part of the operations that were 
to lead to the desired result ; — ^this was to solve one of 
the most difficult problems both in poUtics and in war. 

The Eoyal army did not remain inactive during the 
winter of 1589. The League lost a lafge number of 
towns in Touraine and in Normandie ; their leaders were 
paralysed by dissensions which had now become public, 
and which brought discredit on their cause : 

A tant de roitelets ensemble 
Six Frances ne suffiraient pas.^ 

Public opinion, on the other hand, was becoming more 
favourable to the King. He had not been well known 
north of the Loire before his accession. It was vaguely 
known that he had fought well in Gascogne ; but he did 
not pass for more than a good captain of carbineers. 
The result of his first campaign had all the ^lat of an 
unexpected success, and made a no less vivid impression 
on men's minds than the charm of his amiable and bril- 

* Hymn of the Tours clergy. 
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liant' qualities had made upon their hearts. People began chap. 
to feel confidence in this soldier-King — *the Prince of ^^' 
warriors/ Already an undefined instinct pointed him out 
to the people as the man who alone could put an end to 
the evils of the country; and the hymnist of Saint-Martin 
of Tours believed himself to be at once falling in most 
truly with the general feeling, and foreseeing most accu- 
rately the future, when, in his enthusiasm for the Eoyal 
and the national cause, he thus ended his celebrated 
ode ' 

Qaand tu auras fini la gueire, 
Le IxBuf ira fendre la terre, 

Le maichand ira yoyager, 
L'artisan ouvrira boutique, 
Le procureur aura pratique 

A chaque tour de messager. 
O Henry, prince des gens d'annes, 
Fais pendre aux r&teliers les armes, 

Donne la paiz en ta saison ^ 
Fais, durant ton rdgne paisible, 
Qu^aux gens de bien il soit loisible 
Yiyre en. repos en leur maison. 

It was now the turn of the Leaguers to demand assist- Progress 
ance on all sides. The Pope and the Due de Lorraine King's 
were earnestly solicited, and fresh concessions were made Efforts 
to the ever-grasping PhiUp 11. The Pontiff was the first LagSers 
to reply by sending a large subsidy, and the army of the Sfea!^^**^ 
Union was enabled to take the field again. It became 
urgent to make an effort to arrest the progress of the 
King ; for the circle of his conquests was closing around 
Paris. The first attack, however, was unsuccessful; 
Mayenne made an ineffectual attempt to recapture Meulan. 
This stroke having failed, he marched northward, joined 
a Spanish detachment which the Comte d'Egmont was 
bringing from the Low Countries, and a contingent 
furnished by the Due de Lorraine, and thus reinforced, 
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CHAP, returned in order to give the King battle. The latter 
was laying si^e to Dreuz, when he learned that the enemy 
had crossed the Seine at Nantes and were marching 
against him with seventeen thousand men. He raised 
the siege at once, and crossed the Eure at Nonancourt, in 
order to pass round the forest which lies to the north of 
that town. 
Bfttaeof On the evening of the twelfth of March, 1590, Henri 
IV. had himself marked out the order of battle, and had 
explained the details to his principal officers, expecting 
to engage on the following day. But on the thirteenth 
the two armies found themselves face to face too late to 
begin the action. On the foiuteenth, at daybreak, the 
King advanced with his army to reconnoitre the position 
of the Leaguers. Seeing that they remained motionless, 
he ' decided on making the entire journey, with the full 
intention of making them pay the expenses.' ^ 

He had long been conscious of the inconvenience of 
long lines and unmanageable masses of troops. Follow- 
ing principles well adapted to the nature of the weapons 
and the method of fighting then in use, he had subdivided 
his troops, both infentry and cavalry, into small groups 
varying in strength, each ranged in deep formation, so 
that by mutually supporting one another, they could re- 
cover themselves more easily, and thus better resist the 
contagion of a flight. If we were to seek for a parallel 
in modem tactics, we should figure to ourselves a line of 
battalions massed together and mixed up with regiments 
of cavalry in close column, — and we should then have 
some idea of the order of battle adopted by Henri IV. at 

' ' Discoura veritable de la vietoire obtenue par le Roy en bataiUe d'tivry. 

TOUTB, M.D.LXXXX.' 
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Iviy. To sum up,— *it was an arrangement similar to chaf. 
that which had succeeded so well at Ooutras ; with this — ^ — - 



diflference, however, that although he again had three jiaiS u. 
or four thousand men less than his adversary, he had 
formed a reserve which comprehended the greater part 
of his in£Euiti7, and which he had entrusted to the most 
experienced among his generals, the Mar^chal de Biron. 
And lastly, his artillery had maintained its superiority ; it 
was more numerous and better served, and the artillery 
once more opened the action. 

The right wing of the Leaguers was unable long to 
resist this well-directed fire, and attempted to escape from 
its efiects by making a dash at the enemy. It was re- 
pulsed and put to flight, and the crowd of fiigitives, falling 
back upon the centre, threw them into some confiision. 
Nevertheless, the brave Comte d'Egmont made up for 
this reverse by a most brilliant charge. If Mayenne had 
supported him, the day would have been his. But while 
he was busied in re-estabhshing order in his broken centre, 
he lost the favourable moment, that instant which in war 
must be seized by the forelock, but which for ever eludes 
the man who has once lost it.^ The King's eye was 
quicker and more acciu-ate. He had allowed the Spanish 
squadrons to pass. When he saw D'Egmont halt before 
the powerful reserves of Biron, he left to others the charge 
of defeating this exhausted troop ; it was now his turn to 
fell upon Mayenne. The contagious gallantry of Henri 
had in this encounter the same effect that it produced 
at Coutras ; and when, as the smoke and dust cleared off 



* Galvus, eomo6& fronte, nudo corpore, 
Quern ai oocup&ris, teneas; elapsum flfemel, 
Non ipse poesit Jupiter le^psehendere.-^Phadrus, V. 81. 
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CHAP, after the shock of the charge, his crest was seen dancing 
' — r^-^ far in the van, the army, full of admiration, greeted it 
j£^^i4 with one great cry of * Vive le Eoy ! ' The battle was 
won. 

The King crossed the Eure at Anet with his cavalry, 
followed up Mayenne to the gates of Mantes, and slept at 
Bosny. On the other hand, Biron, remaining at the head 
of the infantry, arrived before Ivry towards evening. 
The barricades which the flying army had hastily raised 
were forced, and everything found was taken. The 
'lansquenets,' guilty of the treachery of Arques, were 
executed. But two regiments of Swiss, Pfifier and Ber- 
linger, which, contrary to the terms of the perpetual peace, 
had fought for the Union, were allowed quarter by the 
King, and sent forward respectfully to their cantons. 
This act of kindness deeply touched the Swiss, who were 
ever after grateful for it. 

The Leaguers had lost about four thousand men in 

killed, a still larger number of prisoners, their guns, their 

baggage, and many standards. The loss of the Boyal 

army was not more than five hundred men. 

Blockade The road to Paris was now open ; the victor pursued 

reis^by it very deliberately. First, by the capture of Vernon 

of Parml Mid Mautcs, he completed the occupation of the five 

bridges over the Seine between Eouen and the capital ; 

and then, going round by Chevreuse, he took Corbeil, 

Lagny, and Melun, and completed the investment of 

Paris in April and May 1590. The blockade was not 

severely conducted. The King in this case displayed a 

leniency for which he has never had sufficient credit; but 

a letter in which Elizabeth upbraids him in strong 

language for his ill-timed clemency, takes away all doubt 
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On this point. Yet, notwithstanding the patience of the chap. 
besieger and the fanaticism and detennination of the 



besieged, the conflict was on the point of closing, when sept«mb«r. 
the Duke of Parma appeared on the scene at the end of 
August with the Spanish army from the Low Countries. 
The King quitted his lines and marched to meet him ; the 
skirmishing began near Claye; the enemy seemed to 
have decided upon giving battle on the following day ; 
all was in readiness for the engagement. But the Duke 
of Parma, concealing his march, defiled between the 
Mame and the heights, and while his adversary, after 
having waited some time in the plain, was spending his 
strength upon the entrenched camp where he had left a 
part of his army, Famese carried the important position 
of Lagny on the fifth and sixth of September; the blockade 
was raised, and the relief of Paris secured. 

It seemed as if Henri IV. had undertaken the work of Difficulties 
Penelope. After each success, ft-esh diflSculties arose to Km^g 
tender it fruitless. After his victory at Ivry he pressed STdbo^ a 
on the siege of Paris; the city was at its greatest extremity ^^i^^"' 
when the Duke of Parma delivered it. Very soon that 
greiat captain was recalled to theLow Countries by the pro- 
gress of the Dutch. The King rallied his army, pursued 
with celerity the retreating Spaniards in November and 
December, routed their rear-guard several times, and re- 
turned to the si^e of Chartres. Once more the advantage 
was with him. But the long resistance of Chartres and 
the disembarkment of the Spaniards in Bretagne again en- 
dangered his cause. Now it was the Swiss who refused to 
go on without their pay ; or Elizabeth who exacted sea- 
ports in return for fresh supplies ; or the Catholics who 
demanded the conversion of the King; or the Protestants 
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1591 



CHAP, who complained of not being protected. Depressed spirits 
had to be cheered, some to be satisfied, others to be 
reassured or restrained, allies to be managed, and all to be 
done with very little money and without any sacrifice of 
the national interests. Henri was equal to all, both to 
war and to diplomacy, to great concerns and to small. If 
he took an important step and one favourable to the 
Beformers — as when, for example, in July 1591, he re- 
pealed officially the edict of July and the other edicts of 
persecution — ^he took good care at the same time to 
secure the concurrence of his cousin the Cardinal de 
Bourbon ^ and of the other CathoUc noblemen in an act 
which in itself was so simple and equitable, and yet so 
delicate in the then situation of the King; he sent 
elaborate despatches explaining it to Nevers, to Mont- 
morency, and to the principal towns of the kingdom. BQs 
pen was as active as his sword. The collection of his 
letters is full of the most charming notes, addressed to 
gentlemen whose names are now scarcely known, either 
to summon them to arms, or, what was a yet more 
awkward business, to request fix)m them pecuniary aid ; 
and he threw into his correspondence a geniality and a 
grace which detracted nothing from the dignity of his 
high position. Public opinion, which was already in- 
fluential and thirsting for news, was not neglected. Every 

' He was the third son of Lotus, the 'roi de U ligae/ he assumed the 

first Prince de Gondd. We have name of Cardinal deBourhon(Ma7 9, 

already stated that he was brought 1500). His unde had in his later 

up in the Catholic religion. Having years altogether abandoned the chi- 

entered Holy Orders, he was soon merical ideas with which his feeble 

raised to the episcopate, and was head had been penetrated, and he 

at first called Cardinal de Venddme. neyer spoke of Henri IV. but as 

Bat on the death of his aged uncle, ' the King my nephew/ 
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two or three months a little publication entitled * A Dis- chap. 
course/ or * An Authentic Narrative/ or ' Account of all 



that has occurred in the King's Army/ was circulated December. 
widely, and contained the names of all captured towns ; 
displayed in a &vourable light the movements of the 
army or the negotiations with the Pope or others, and 
thus restored confidence to the King's friends hi these 
critical circumstances. 

Thus it was that by means of activity, patience, and S^®' 
tact, Henri IV. was enabled to retrieve his fortunes and <»°^- , . 

menced m 

to rally his party ; so that by the end of the year 1591, December 
he found himself in a position to undertake an important raised 

. by the 

operation. Whilst Mayenne was detained in Paris by his Duke of 
quarrel with the Sixteen, the King laid siege to Eouen a^* ^^ 
in December 1591. He was at the head of the most ^^^^' 
splendid army he had ever commanded; it numbered 
upwards of twenty-five thousand men. This was not too 
great a number ; for the fortifications were strong, the 
garrison numerous, well commanded by Villars, and 
warmly supported by the townspeople. The siege had 
lasted for some months when the King learned that 
Mayenne had at last made the Duke of Parma to under- 
stand the necessity of saving Bouen at all hazards. Thirty 
thousand Spanish and French Leaguers had just arrived 
on the Somme. Bouen, however, was at the last gasp ; 
Henri could not make up his mind to throw away the 
fruits of so much toil and trouble ; he left all his in£aiitry 
under the walls, imder the command of Biron, and 
Biarched off with his splendid cavalry, hoping to impede 
the enemy sufficiently to give his lieutenant time to com- 
plete the conquest. But he had to deal with a rough 
jouster. Too confident in the bravery of his troop, and 
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CHAP, not making suflSdent account of the fine order in which 
the Duke of Parma always kept his army, he engaged very 
imprudently, near Aumale, on the fifth of February, 1592, 
was wounded, and just missed bemg taken prisoner in a 
precipitate retreat. Fortune, however, stood him in greater 
stead than his ability. Notwithstanding the ill-success of 
his attempts, he saw the army of the enemy, paralysed by 
the dissensions of its chiefs, fall back upon the Somme. 
At the same time the divisions in the Boyal army were 
not less serious. In the absence of the King they became 
fatal. On the day when the Huguenot regiments were in 
the trenches before Eouen, the CathoUcs allowed them to 
be crushed by a sortie of the garrison. On his return, 
Henri, whose wound had not diminished his activity, re- 
paired this check. The si^e was pushed forward with 
renewed vigour, when the Duke of Parma again made his 
appearance. The King for a short time thought he would 
be able to bar his passage and compel him at last to come 
to close quarters. But he did not succeed any better 
than he had done before Paris. Famtee diverted his 
attention with his cavalry, and entered Eouen on the 
twentieth of April. The position was no longer tenable ; 
for this winter campaign had exhausted the resources <tf 
all who were serving with the King. For some time too 
the ranks of his army had been daily thinning, and this 
last check was the signal for a general desertion. Henri 
left with only a small corps of regular troops and a few 
gentlemen, and was obliged to retire rapidly upon Pont- 
de-lArche. The Duke of Parma did not follow him. 
Always vigilant, he wished before everything to establish 
himself on the Lower Seine, and laid siege to Gaudebec, 
which was not hkely to detain him long. But he received 
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during that operation a severe wound, which compelled chap. 
him to hand over the command to Mayenne. 



1692 

The latter, thinking himself methodical when he was 
slow, remained for some time inactive. He had not left moyement 
the scene of his insignificant success, when he learned, to ^ of the 



his great surprise, that Henri IV. had just reappeared. at ^^Jj 
Tvetot on the twentieth of April. The Eoyal army was S^^e 
more numerous than that which had ten days before been ^f ^^ 
disbanded. The noblesse had been ashamed to abandon 
their brave leader in. so critical a state of affairs. They 
had rallied round him in crowds to extricate him from his 
perilous situation. Soon the Leaguers were pushed back 
upon the Seine and confined in the heart of the Pays de 
Caux. They were without provisions ; Mayenne was at 
his wits' end ; he had to resort for suggestions and for 
orders to the bed of suffering on which the Duke of Parma 
was held down by his wound. But the fever which con- 
sumed him had not broken down the strength of that 
powerfid mind. He cunningly disseminated the rumour 
that it was determined to engage in a general battle, and 
that he intended at least with his cavalry to lay open the 
road to Flanders. At the same time he was preparing 
one of those surprises, or rather one of those lessons, 
which he alone was capable of giving to Henri IV. On 
the twenty-first of May, at daybreak, the King beheld 
the hostile army drawn up in battle array on the left bank 
of the Seine. AU had been conducted with so much 
secrecy, forethought, and skill, that the passage of that 
broad river had been effected in one night, without the 
slightest sign having been given of it the evening before, 
and the arrangements had been made so wisely, that even 
the rear-guard reniained intact. Henri was anxiou^ to 
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CHAP, march rapidly on Pont-de-rArche in order to cross the 
' — r^ — ^ Seine there and to get before the enemy on the Eure and 
^**^ thus close the road to Paris. The obstacles which he 
had encountered around him, as well as perhaps a certain 
degree of hesitation, the fear too of finding himself again 
the sport of some unpenetrable scheme, caused him to 
abandon this plan. He decided on leaving free the road 
to Paris, and only tried to intercept that to Brussels. But 
he was not successful even in this. The Spanish anny 
quietly reached the frontier. The htter on which lay the 
dying Fam^se was carrying off the most formidable 
enemy of the Boyal cause, the only man whose ability 
could keep in check the fortunes of the B&mais Prince, 
his superior, it must be said, in several essential branches 
of that art which decides the fate of empires. 

Henri IV. was a master in the art of war, as it was then 
understood in his age and country. In tactics he had an 
inventive faculty ; in the disposition of his troops and 
use of his ground he was without a rival, and in the 
general direction of operations he frequently displayed 
the genius of a great commander. But he never tried 
those combined movements which cause delay, or bring 
on a battle. Strategy was imknown to him. It was re- 
served for others to discover and reveal the secrets of that 
science which in all ages has been acquired by none but 
a few great men, which had once inspired a Hannibal 
and a Cassar, but which had disappeared with the Soman 
legion. At all events, those illustrious men who at that 
period held one after another the command of the Spanish 
armies, seemed to have rediscovered the rudiments of 
that * partie divine ' ^ of the military art, and for many 

* * M^moixes de Napoleon.' ^ j 
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years they appeared to enjoy a monopoly of strategy* chap. 
We shall have to speak hereafter more in detail of that 



great military school which commences with Pescaire and ^^^^"^^ 
ends with the veteran tercios in the plains of Eocroi and 
Lens. Suffice it now to say that Henri IV., though far 
superior to all the French generals of that age, was unable 
to outmanoeuvre any of the Duke of Parma's designs. 
Perhaps in a prolonged contest the power of his great 
mind might have found out the system of his rival Per- 
haps also Famfese, on a day of battle, might have found it 
hard to resist the promptitude in resolution and vigour in 
action of his enemy. Spain and the League had none the 
less lost their bravest champion. Nevertheless the King 
had still some formidable obstacles to overcome. 

Three years had run their course since he had pro- ThM 
mised to become instructed in the Catholic religion, and states of 

tho 

there were no signs as yet that he was preparing to fulfil League. 
this undertaking. The position in which he found him- of h^ 
self, and the importance and activity of his mihtary 
operations, had hitherto been a sufficient explanation of 
his delay. But the war had now changed its character. 
The King had gained brilliant successes. There was no 
longer any large army in the field against him. Nothing 
seemed to be now in the way to hinder him from ful- 
filling his promise. And yet he always evaded it. He 
had to keep on good terms with Elizabeth and the Pro- 
testants ; he wished to make his abjuration the occasion 
for an agreement with the Court of Borne, which took 
no steps to smooth over his difficulties ; and lastiy, he 
shrank from taking a step which is always painful when 
it is not the fruit of honest conviction. This indeci- 
sion doubled the ardour of his enemies, prevented fr^sh 
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CHAP, adhesions, discouraged and divided his old followers. 
^- i ' ^ Bitter complaints were made of an obstinacy which was 
Jaij?. prolonging the war and the sorrows of the country ; his 
good faith was doubted. Those of the clergy and of the 
CathoUc nobility who had already sided with him made 
no secret of their displeasure. A third party, composed 
of bishops and Boyalist noblemen, drew around the 
cousins of Henri IV., the Cardinal de Vend6me and the 
Comte de Soiissons, the one a man of moderate capacity 
and intriguing disposition, the other brave and intelligent, 
but restless and turbulent in his nature, who moreover 
had some ground of complaint against the Eng. The 
avowed object of this third party was to raise one of 
these two Princes to the throne, if the Head of their 
House did not forthwith enter the bosom of the Catholic 
Church. And finally, the deputies of the cities and 
provinces who had been called to Paris by Mayenne 
were assembhng there for the election of a king *The 
Satire of M^nipp^ ' has handed down the States of the 
League to immortal ridicule ; but however decried that 
assembly has been, and deserved to be, it decided the 
conversion of Henri IV. : he does not attempt in his 
despatches to deny this. He felt that any Prince, pro- 
claimed with an appearance of legaUty, might, in that 
moment of weariness and misgiving, rally aroimd him a 
large part of the nation ; and in order to take away every 
excuse for such an election, he entered at once into con- 
ference with the Catholic theologians. After some very 
serious discussions, much deeper than a certain saying 
which has become a proverb ^ would seem to imply, he 
abjured the Protestant religion on the twen^-fifth of July, 

1 < Paris yaut bien une messe.' (' Parifl is certainlj wop& a Mass.') 
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1593, before the Arclibisliop of Bourges. The League chap. 
had received its death-blow. Perhaps it might have been 



possible to shorten its agony, if the King had conde- 
scended to treat with its chief on equal terms ; but, with 
his wonted good sense, he constantly refused to do this. 
* I infinitely prefer,' wrote he to Eosny, * even were it to 
cost me twice as much, treating with each member by 
himself to gaining the same end through the medium of a 
general treaty made with a single leader who could thus 
always maintain an organised party in my realm.' ^ 

It is not our task to trace the history of these treaties Entry of 
separately — ^a history sad enough, yet common to all ages, into p^. 
We will merely state that the negotiations which were to 
open to the King the gates of Paris lasted several months. 
In vain had Belin, the governor of the city, who was 
mistrusted, been replaced by Brissac, who was bound by 
old ties to the House of Lorraine. In vain had the 
magistrates been persecuted, the foreign garrison been 
reinforced, the imagination of the people inflamed by the 
most exciting sermons. Nothing could arrest the pro- 
gress of the party of the King and the dissolution of that 
of the League. Brissac made his treaty without much 
mystery; several thousands were in the secret. There 
were certain signs which made the legate, the Duke of 
Feria, and the other leaders, aware of what was going on. 
But there are some events which have become necessary, 
which all the world foresees, the time of which is in some 
sense marked out beforehand, and the accomplishment of 
which nothing can prevent. Lestoile describes that de- 
cisive night of the twenty-third of March, 1594. There 
we can follow with anxiety that guard of Spanish officers 

» Letter of March 8, 1604. 
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CHAP, going their rounds, to whom a difference of a few minutes 
^ — r^' or a few paces might have brought death. We can 
Mu^\i, sympathise with the honest citizens who salhed forth from 
their houses full of courage, yet whose resolution gave 
way at the first alarm. We can even now picture them 
meeting in silence, terrified at their own audacity when 
they observe on the breast of a neighbour the very white 
scarf they themselves were wearing, hiding their forbidden 
colours with ludicrous terror, and even rejoicing, as they 
shivered in it, at the thick fog which protected them. At 
last the cry ' Vive le Eoy ! ' bursting forth at the barriers, 
reassured the trembling 'poUtiques' and woke up the 
Leaguers. At four o'clock in the morning Henri IV, 
had entered Paris by the Porte-Neuve, which had wit- 
nessed the flight of the last of the Valois. Brissac was 
waiting for him there with LuUier, the provost of the 
merchants. When the latter advanced to hand over to 
the £ing the keys of the city, Brissac said satirically to 
him, * Come, Monsieur le Provost ; we must render unto 
Csesar the things that are Caesar's.' * Render^' repUed the 
Provost coldly, ' but not sell. The laughter was not on 
the side of Brissac. LuUier was right. The nobility 
and men in high place were selling themselves to the 
King ; but the gentry and tradespeople were giving up 
themselves to him, without making any bargain. Henri, 
however, pretended not to hear, and, placing his scarf 
around the neck of Brissac, created him Marshal de 
France. The foreigners, taken by surprise, did not fight ; 
a single corps of guards, lansquenets, having refused to 
lay down their arms, were cut to pieces. The King 
regretted this, for he was anxious that not a single drop 
of blood should be shed on that memorable day. The 
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Royal troops took possession of the city without any chap. 
disorder or pillage. There was not a single arrest made, 
but about a hundred persons were ordered to quit Paris. 
The King was only anxious to blot out the remembrance 
of the prolonged struggle. And the feeling of the people 
was in accordance with his wish ; for on the very evening 
of his entry, when he was leaving Notre-Dame, the 
crowds which thronged the precincts and the quays 
received him with enthusiastic acclamations. It seemed 
as if everyone had forgotten the state of things that 
existed the very night before, and all that had happened 
for the last twenty years. 

The submission of Lyon had immediately preceded Capituia- 
the revolution in Paris, and that of Eouen followed close Lyon and 
after it. The King had soon reconquered the majority of frontier 
the large cities and the greater part of the principal men ^j,^ * 
of the kingdom. The Due de Lorraine had made peace, FroMaise. 
and Guise had submitted, A few towns in the south '^^^^' 
still adhered to the League ; but virtually the civil war ^^*^°* 
was at an end. It was only the foreign war that still ^^ ^^^^^ 
continued on the frontiers and in Bretagne, for Mayenne ?^^^^ 
and MercoBur were now no more than the lieutenants of 
Philip n. Beaten before Laon, Mayenne made for 
Franche-Comt^, where the Conn^table de CastUle had 
just brought a part of the Italian army. The Spaniards 
in that quarter were masters of the field. The efforts of 
two brave gentlemen of Lorraine, Tremblecourt and 
D'Haussonville, whom Henri IV. had taken into his 
service, were unable to arrest their progress, and the little 
army of Bourgogne, commanded by Biron, was seriously 
menaced, when the King arrived. 

He was on his way to Lyon, which he had for some 
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CHAP, months promised to visit, and where he had appointed a 



n. 



rendezvous with Montmorency, who had been recently 
June 6. raised to the dignity of Conn^table. On learning what 
was going on at the frontier, he hastened thither, and 
soon found himself in presence of the enemy at Fontaine-' 
Fran^aise, attacked them ^almost before he had time 
to put his armour on,' with the most imflinching courage, 
and * by this hazardous stroke drove them back into 
their country'^ on the fifth of June, 1595. A few days 
after, the Conn^table arrived at Dijon, and, after having 
taken the oath of office in presence of the King, he 
handed him a petition in favour of his niece, widow of 
the last Prince de Cond6.' 

The moment was well chosen for recommending that 

Princess to the justice and benevolence of Henri IV. It 

is probable that this proceeding of Montmorency, who 

was a particularly prudent and selfish man, had been 

previously arranged with the King, and had met with his 

approval. 

Birth <rf ^e have already described the mysterious death of the' 

Prince de sccoud Prfncc dc Cond6 ; we have mentioned the sus- 

Henrin. picious which had arisen against Charlotte de la Tr^- 

bon, 1^ mouille, his widow, what was the opinion of Henri IV. 

?688. ^^' on the affair, and, moreover, how the investigations were 

totfontf interrupted by the declaration of the pregnancy of the 

^j^^^- Princess. About six months after the death of her 

^^ husband, on the first of September, 1588, she had given 

birth to a son, who received the name of his fether and 

of the glorious Head of his House. Notwithstanding the 

^ Henri IV. to the Coxm^table; Jeanne de Montmorency, waa the 
second letter of June 8, 1695. Conn6table'a siater. 

* The mother of that Princeaa, 
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happy prognostications which, as we learn from a grave chap. 
historian/ accompanied the birth of Henri de Bourbon, 
third Prin::e de Conde, he had at first no other abode 
tlian tlie prison in which his mother was incarcerated at 
8aint-Jean-d'Angely, under the care of Saint-Memme, 
The investigation had not been resumed; the commis- 
sioners who had been appointed to -carry it on had been 
dispersed by the accidents of civil war ; and tlie Parliament 
of Tours, stopped by the King's orders, did not dare to bring 
up the case again. The affair had thus for sevenll years 
been forgotten ; the Princess remained in captivity, unable 
to obtain her sentence or her liberty, harshly treated by 
everybody, and appeahng in vain to her family, to the 
neighbouring nobihty, and to every person of importance 
whom chance at long intervals breught to the little toWn^ 
Her brother, the Due de Thouars, had been unable to 
refiise her a visit and a promise of support ; but, althougU 
she had, through her mother, appealed urgently to him, he 
had restricted the exercise of his authority to the perform- 
ance of a httle ecclesiastical coup cPttat The Princess had 
been most outrageously denied the Communion by the 
ministers, and Claude de la Tremouille Insisted on her 
admission to it, which gave rise to a strong protest. She 
was enabled to see in passing her cousin, the Due de 
Bouillon, on one occasion, ou his way south ; but in vain 
did she remind him of that interview : all she obtained 
was a general promise of assistance! The very humble 
letters which she wrote to her uncle Montmorency, aqd 
to D'fipernon, who lived close to her, had been fruitless,'^ 

^ It was reuiHrked that thunder (Thuanua, xc 0.) 

had been he«rd^ although the sky ^ Letters of the Pflucess to hnr 

h|ul coutinued herene and cloud- niother ('Archives du chateau de 

lM,*tic04Uicaiio/4ftsUeUumiiM ^mm.' Seir^ut*); to the Dues ^a lipuilloBi 
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CHAP. Belations and influential noblemen alike reserved their 

'— ^^ — ' influence for some object more directly interesting to 

themselves. It was left to a stranger, a magistrate, a 

man who, while eminent in other ways, was especially 

distinguished for his benevolence, the Pr&ident J.-A. 

de Thou,^ to be the only man who interested himself in 

this forsaken woman. 

Be Thou In the year 1589, De Thou was on his way to Germany 

from^e with Schomberg, on a mission from the King. The 

rellSgnkion positiou of the cucmy's army compelled him to go round 

yo^g ^y Saint-Jean. The captive Princess, unable either to 

f^^u-^ give or to ask for an official audience, sent to the travel- 

shouid^be ^^^ ^^^ daughter fil^onore, with her son, not yet one 

bpo^htup year old, and begged their protection for these children.* 

Catholic The worthy President was much touched by this visit ; 

religion. i • \ t •• . 

he promised to make every eflbrt in his power to obtam a 
better fate for these scions of the Eoyal race. But it was 
long before circumstances allowed him to testify his good- 
will. Henri III. was dead. His successor was not well 
disposed towards the Princess, and more weighty matters 
occupied his care. At the same time, Henri IV. did not 
seem to cast any doubt upon the legitimacy of the young 
Prince. He consented to stand godfather to him, and 
conferred upon him indirectiy the title of Governor of 
Guyenne, which he himself had borne before he came to 
the throne.* This informal acknowledgment was not 

d'£pernoiiy and de Montmorency, to haTebeen made outin hisfavonr; 

(MS. Conrart.) See Appendix, No. but in a letter dated July 28, 1590, the 

Xin. Protest of the minister Da- King announces to the Marshal de 

mours (' Veritable Discours/ pub- Matignon that he was investing him 

lished by M. Halphen^ Paris, 1861). with the authority of his Lieutenant- 

* The historian. G^n^ral in Guyenne, ' in the absence 
' ' J.-A. Thuani commentarii de of his cousin, the Prince de Cond^ — 

yita sua.' an absence which cannot last less than 

• No letters of appointment appear twenty years.' ^ , 
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suflScient. It was evideut that a sentence pronounced chap. 
against the Princess might attaint the rights of her child. 
As long as the innocence of the mother was not officially 
declared, the position of her son remained doubtful and 
precarious. Moreover, as soon as quiet was in some 
degree restored, and the authority of the King better 
established after his conversion and the submission of 
Paris, the attacks upon Cond^ and his mother were 
renewed with fresh animosity. The brothers of the late 
Prince showed themselves especially virulent against his 
widow and his son. They urged the King to settle the 
matter by sentencing the Princess and declaring the child 
incapable of succeeding to his inheritance. * My brothers 
and I,* said the Cardinal de Bourbon ^ to Sully, * verily 
believe he is not of Blood Eoyal ; ' and he added, that it 
was the duty of the King to hasten to give children to 
the kingdom.* And thus, with the view of making a 
stronger impression upon the already prejudiced mind of 
Henri IV., they connected this affair with a question 
which the King had very much at heart — that of the 
dissolution of his own marriage. And now commenced 
that series of negotiations, as well with the Holy See as 
with Queen Marguerite herself, the object of which was 
to sever a union which had proved unfruitful and un- 
happy. The King was only too strongly inclined to the 
side of the Princess's accusers. He received favourably 
the fresh argument with which he was thus furnished for 
taking steps towards his own divorce. But the Pope, who 
had hitherto denied him absolution, was still less willing to 

* In 1594, shortly before bis death. Condd, is never a very trustworthy 
We may add that Sully, who was authority on any question which coH"* 
alWaya violently prejudiced against cerns him. 
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CHAP, hear of a dissolution of. the marriage. As for Queen 
Marguerite herself, while she had too much need of her 
husband's indulgence and good graces to proffer any 
open resistance, she yet used her best endeavours to 
hinder the divorce, which, under present circumstances, 
would have secured the triumph of Gabrielle. She sought 
for pretexts for delay, and only gave a half-consent.. 
And thus, though she had but little patriotism, and was 
without a trace of jealousy, in obedience simply to an, 
instinct of vanity, she was rendering, little as she knew it, 
a signal service both to her husband and to France. 

Meanwhile, notwithstanding the King's victories, the 
perils with which he was surrounded seemed daily ta 
increase. His life, which he risked continuaUy on the 
field of battle, was endangered in another way through 
those implacable feuds which had been engendered by a 
civil war and religious animosities. The most eminent^ 
services to the State, the most conspicuous meiit, or the 
most venerated excellence, cannot always disarm the 
fanatic Already Barriere, in August 1593, and Ch&tel» 
in December 1594, had made attempts upon the life of 
the King. The latter had wounded him severely. And 
these detestable attempts were hkely to be repeated. The- 
sword of a Spanish cavalier, or tlie knife of some hardened 
Leaguer, might plunge France once more into an abyss* 
of misfortunes. What was there not to fear, should the 
Crown descend to an infant unknown to anyone, who had 
been brought up in the Protestant religion, and whose 
rights were disputed? On the other hand, the Pope 
persisted in positively reiusing absolution to the King as 
long as the Heir-Apparent to the throne should not belong 
to the Catholic communion. A reconciliation with the 
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Court of Eome was anxiously expected ; it was unfortu- cha.p! 
nate to find it thus deferred ; the delay was creating , ^' ^ 
fresh difficulties in the way of the King. Even the i«9« 
Parliament showed itself suspicious and displeased. In 
January 1595, the King having, by a special decree, 
confirmed and extended the provisions of Article IX. of 
the Edict of Peace of 1577, which admitted Protestants 
to public office, the proposal for its registration was met 
by violent opposition. This circumstance gave De Thou 
an opportunity of serving his illustrious clients. Hitherto 
he had been but very imperfectly enabled to keep the 
promise which he had made to the Princess — not through 
any want of courage, for, braving the anger of the 
Princes and the displeasure of the King, he had never 
ceased to defend her. But the steps he had taken had 
been continually rendered nugatory by the influence of 
more powerful adversaries, and he had been able to do 
no more than give attention to the personal interests of 
the children.^ But w^heu he saw the embarrassment in 
which the action of the Parliament had placed Henri IV., 
he proposed to secure the passing of the Edict, pro* 
vided the King would guarantee that the young Prince 
should be brought up in the Catholic religion. Henri 
received this proposal ungraciously enough ; but, when 
he began to reflect upon all the annoyance which this 
matter brought upon him, both in Paris and at Eome, he 
yielded. The King's messengers announced to the Court 
that the Prince de Cond^ * would at once be taken out of 
the hands of persons of the Protestant religion, to l^ 
brought up in that of Eome/ This declaration brought 

' rienri TV, wrote to him, Nov. 27, ship of his niece ItUonoxe, eldest 
1594, on the suliject of the guardian- daughter of the rrincesa. 
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about the immediate registration of the Edict, and secured 
also the freedom of the Princess ; for to recognise the 
rights of the son was to acknowledge the innocence of 
the mother. There now remained only the formal ar-^ 
rangements to make. It was thought best that a suppli- 
cation to the King should be addressed to him by the 
Princess's relations. This was the petition which the 
Conn^table presented to Henri IV. at the beginning of 
July 1595. 
The Prin- The uamcs which appeared at the foot of the address 
Cond^ is belonged to all parties. It was signed by Diane, legiti- 
nndwpre- mizcd Bs * dc Frauce ; ' ^ Henri, Due de Montmorency, 
Conn^table de France ; the Comte d'Auvergne ; * the Due 
de Bouillon ; ® Charles de Montmorency ; * Claude de la 
Tr^mouille ; ^ Charles de Coss6 Brissac ; ® Jean de Lavish 
Mirepoix,^ and others. The King decided that the case 
should be submitted to the Parliament of Paris, that the 
Princess should be boimd over to appear at that Court 

* Natuial daughter of Henri II., title of Seigneur de M4nu He had 
siBter-in-law of the Coim^table, assumed the title of Baron de Dam- 
widow of Fraii9oi8, Due de Mont- yille when his brother exchanged 
morency, and thus aunt to the it for that of Due de Montmorency. 
Princesse de Cond^. He was created Due de Damville hy 

' Charles de Valois, Comte d'Au« Louis XIIL He was Admiral of 

vergne, afterwards Due d'Angou- France. 

ISme, son of Charles IX. by Marie * Ducde Thouars; brother of the 

Touchet ; he married in 1691 Char- Princess and nephew of the Connd- 

lotte de Montmorencyi daughter of table on the mother's side, 

the Conn^table and cousin of the * Second of the name. Peer and 

Princess. Marshal of France, the same that 

» Henri de la Tour, Vicomte de had surrendered Paris to the King. 

Turenne, afterwards Ducde Bouillon, Charles de Montmorency-Damville 

nephew of the Connetable by his had married his great-aunt. He was 

mother's side, and cousin of the thus a cousin of the Princess. 

Princess. ^ Jean de L^vis, sixth of the name, 

* Charles de Montmorency, uncle Sieur de Mirepoix. His niece, Louise 
of the Princess and brother of the de la Ti^mouiUe, was an aunt of the 
Conndtable, long known under the Princesse de Condd 
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within four months, and that the signers of the petition chap. 



being bail for her appearance, she should immediately be 

set at liberty. Almost simultaneously with this, the King November. 

appointed a governor to the young Prince, and selected 

for that office the Marquis de Pisani.^ This choice no 

longer left the intentions of Henri IV. doubtful. 

Pisani belonged to the highest noblesse of France. He Th« Mar- 
was a Vivonnais. He had for many years filled the most Pisani 
important offices of State : at one time as French Ambas- Go^eraor 
sador at Eome or in Spain ; at another as Colonel-G^n^ral young 
of Light Cavalry, alike in the field or on diplomatic mis- takes him 
sions, under the last Valois, and under the first of the Gef^^. 
Bourbons ; and had acquired the highest reputation for J^^^dwiwed 
ability and probity. A sincere and devout Catholic, but ^^ *^® 
a Boyalist and a patriot, he had been one of the first to 
acknowledge Henri IV., and, although upwards of sixty 
years of age, he continued to serve him with the ardour 
of youth, A trustworthy and able diplomatist, a brave 
soldier, an upright administrator, an accomplished knight, 
scrupulous on points of honour — he is mentioned as an 
instance of this in Brant6me's * Discours des Duels ' ^ — ^he 
had won the esteem of Sixtus the Fifth by his energy 
and frankness ; and Henri IV. was in the habit of quoting 
him as a model of a brave Frenchman of the ancient type.* 
In confiding to such a man the education of the young 
Prince, the King gave sufficient evidence of the career to 
which he destined the child, and the status bestowed upon 
Pisani was virtually that of Governor to the Dauphin. 

^ Jean de Vivonne, surnamed de ' He is there called Saint-Goiiard, 

Torettefi, Marquis de Pisani, Sei- a name by which he was loog known, 

gnenr de Saint-Qouard, Knight of ' ^Antiquce yirtutis Franci» pro 

the Royal Order^ Colonel-G^n^ral of exemplo nobilitati datus.'— Thuanus, 

the Light Cavalry. cxii. 
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fjHAP. Tiie Marquis repaired to Siint-Jean-d'Angely, to take 



II. 



charge of his future pupil and of the Dowager-Princess, who 
NtTmiber. ^^^ hitherto been under the care of Saint-Memme. His 
instructions were to bring them at once to Court At 
the same time, there was a fear lest their departure would 
not be accomplished without some resistance. Saintonge 
was iT\ a state of serious disaffection ; the imposition of 
fresh taxes, certain disputes between the province and the 
King's lieutenanty and some acts of violence committed by 
the Catholics, had combined to rekindle a fire that was 
still smouldering. The gentlemen of both religions were 
in arms.* It might have been expected that the Pro- 
testants of the province, who were, as we have seen, both 
numerous and active, would profit by this opportunity 
and endeavour to retain among them him whom they 
tacitly looked upon as their future leader. And indeed 
it was not without bitter feelings that the Protestants had 
learned that the young Prince was to be brought up in 
the Catholic religion, Various rumours about the matter 
were in circulation among them. It was even reported 
that he was to be sent to the Pope * as a hostage for the 
conver§ion of the King.' The patriarch of their party— 
Beza — was consulted. *Make every effort,' counselled 
he, 'to induce the King to wait till so young a child 
arrive at some age and degree of discretion, so as to be 
able free\y to declare his intenticm . . . . ; remonstrate 
with all due respect, but at the same time with all plain- 
ness, against the inexcusable wrong in the sight of God 
and men which his Majesty, in commanding or consenting 
to such a thing, will do to himself, his race, and to the 
f^rhole estate of the realm. . . . But if all this cannot 

^ letters ef De Morna^, 
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liinder sifcli a deed, wrongful nnd lamentable* though it chap. 



Ji. 



be, I do not sec that you can do more than I have indi- 
cated. . . / ^ Thus Boia did not wish them to do more ^*®* 
than respectfully remonstrate, and looked upon re-istance 
as dangerous and useless. Momay held th6 same view 
even more strongly. Much more moderate than Beza, 
and living almost on the spot, at Saumur, with a sincere 
love for tlie King, notwithstonding many differences of 
opinion, and continuing to serve him with a heavy heart 
and yet with unshaken fidelity, Mornay did not deceive 
himself. * You will have heard of the absolution of 
the King,' he ^vrate to M. de la Fontaine, on the four- 
teenth of October ; it is gr^inted upon some hard condi- 
tions---the Council of Trent, the Mass in B^arn, and the 
education of the little Prinze in the Eoman religion. 
The ParhamQut will dispute the first ; the States of B^arii, 
tlie second ; and the Marquis de Pisani is already at 
Saint-Jean to carry out the third, and I do not think he 
will meet Avith much oppositi«)n. I deplore this lo5s of 
the hope of our Churches— as well as a dear soul turned 
aside from the ways of his father and grandfather.' All 
passed off as he had foreseen, A fresh concession paci- 
fied the Protestants. As the registration of the edict 
which admitted them to hold public offices had not been 
conducted with all the customary formalities, and more 
especially as the Procqreur-Qen^ral had formally entered 
his protest in the deed itself, they viewed it with great 
suspicion. But the King, on learning all this, made a 
new decree more widely applicable than the first, and 
thus appeased, at least for a time, their dissatisfaction. 

> Unpublished memoir addressed Churches of Poitou^ for which we are 
br Th. de BHe to the Reformed indebted to M. Jules Bonnet 
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CHAP. No opposition was made to the departure of the * little 
^- ' — ' Prince/ as he was called. He quitted Saint-Jean peace- 

1595 

Decomber. ably, and travelled, along with his mother and Pisani, by- 
easy stages. The governors, both of provinces and of 
smaller districts, the mayors and other magistrates of the 
towns, saluted him as he passed. The honours with 
which he was everywhere received formed a strange 
contrast to the destitution in which he had hitherto lived, 
and which had not yet altogether ceased. * For,* wrote 
the King to the Marquis, * he has no outfit of any sort, and 
sleeps with his mother.' ^ Only a single incident occurred 
during the journey. The company of ordonnance which 
formed Condi's escort was received with a fire from the 
arquebuses of the townspeople of Montlh^ry. Pisani^ 
who had stopped at Ch&tres,* pressed forward on hearing 
the noise ; but all was explained. The billeting of the 
troops was at that time a pretext for inconceivable an- 
noyances, and no one submitted with a good grace to the 
enforced reception of such disagreeable guests. In order 
to get rid of this obligation, some procured exemptions 
from the governors of provinces, and others used main 
force in their resistance, when they thought they could do 
so with impunity. The people of Montlli^ry, from behind 
the shelter of a crumbling wall, had, it seems, been in 
the habit of adopting not unsuccessfully the last-named 
method ; and, seeing only a single troop of gendarmes 
approaching, they received it 'with their wonted inso- 
lence' — that is, they killed three men at a single discharge.* 
But when the inhabitants discovered with whom they 

» Piaani to the King. Saint- dix,No. XIV.) 
Oermain-en-Laje, December 4, 1596. * Now called ArfMijon. 
Q Archives de Gond^.' See Appen- ' Pisani. Letter above cited. 
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were dealing, they hastened to submit, with many apolo- chap. 
gies^ The leaders of the revolt were arrested and sent to 



Le Ch4telet. The next day, the third of December, 1595, ^^^ 
Cond^ arrived at Saint-Cloud, where the Chancellor 
de Bellifevre, MM. de Sancy, de Schomberg, and other 
members of the Council, came to visit him, and found 
him ' very handsome and clever/ ^ "Hience he proceeded 
to the Chateau of Saint-Germain, which had provisionally 
been assigned to him as a residence. All had been 
prepared for his reception, through the care of De Thou, 
who continued to watch over the interests of his cUents, 
without troubling himself about the perfidious insinua- 
tions of malicious people. At the instance of De Thou, 
the King, then on a military expedition to the frontier, 
had ordered the Parliament of Paris to go and salute his 
nephew, ' desiring,' as he said to them, ' that he should be 
recognized and honoured by you as first Prince of the 
Blood and Heir-Presumptive to this throne, imtil God 
shall have given U9 children.' * In conformity with this 
order, the Court of Parliament went to Saint-Germain. 
There the President-in-Chief, De Harlay, harangued the 
young Prince with the traditional dignity of the French 
magistrature, a dignity which in the present case added 
perhaps to the importance of the step. * When God,' said 
he, * gives you with years the knowledge of your circum- 
stances, you will appreciate the high honour that is now 
paid to you, not by us as individuals, but as the highest 
sovereign Court of Justice which we represent, and of which 
you are by birth a member. For although we know that 
it was the wish of the King that you should be honoured 
as first Prince of the Blood, we would have you know that 

' Pisani. Letter above cited. * Letter of Noyember 7, 1596. 
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CHAP, the duty W3 pr.y to you at his command is due to liim 
alone, and lias never been paid to any other member of 



1596 



the Eoyal House, of which you are one, but to yourself. 
.... Monsieur, this Assembly offers you its good 
"Wishes ; you are bound to love it ; it desires that your 
young years should pass in all fortune and happiness, as 
a thing of importance to the King's realm, and useful as 
well as necessary to the repose and tranquillity of his 
subjects.* ^ It is impossible that the rights of Cond^ could 
have been more solemnly acknowledged and established. 
K.iucfttion The King personally defrayed all tlie expenses of his 
voung education. The Cardinal Bishop of Paris, Pierre de 
D'Haii'- Gondy, was entrusted with his religious instruction, and 
appointed bcgau at oucc to catechizc him as thoroughly as his age 
noj-.^d^*^ permitted.^ *0n the twenty-fourth of January, 1596, he 
tutotl" attended Mass for the first time. As Pisani could not 
be always at his side, a sub-governor was appointed — 
Nicolas d'Aumale, Sieur d'Haucourt ; he was a Huguenot 
nobleman, who had be^n, perhaps, already attached to his 
person, or to his family. It is probable that the King did 
not wish to break off altogether the ties which bound this 
cluld to the old friends of his fiither and grandfather. 
But wliatever was the motive of his choice, the well- 
known steadfastness in religious views of the Marquis, 
under whom D'Haucourt was placed^ seomed a sufficient 
guarantee of the Catholic direction that would be given 
to the young Prince's education. It remained to provide 
a precei>tor for him ; for this was not the office either of 
the Governor or of his deputy, and doubtless neither of 
them would have been capable of fulfilling it. Pisani, 

» MSS. of Lullier. (* Arclivcs deCond^.'; « I^estoUe. , 
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especially, notwithstanding the important posts he had jchap. 
filled, and although he became the father of that queen ^*— ir^ — ' 
of wits, the ' divine Arth^nice,* ^ was himself very ignor ^^^^ 
rant, even according to the testimony of his friend Dq 
Thou. It was once more the latter who, ia his affectionate 
zeal, undertook to supply this deficiency. He thought 
first of the most learned and fertile scholar of the age, 
Scaliger,* who had recently taken up his abode at Leydeu, 
to occupy in the university the vacant chair of Justuai 
Lipsius. The Dowager-Princess addressed a pressing let- 
ter to Scaliger^ most urgently entreating him to accept 
the office in her son's household for which he had been 
designated. She also applied to Maurice of Nassau^ 
beseeching him to faciUtate the return of the great man 
of whom Holland had just deprived France, But whether 
because of the refusal of Scaliger, or because the King 
saw a difficulty in the employment of a Pr jtestant, these 
steps proved fruitless.^ De Thou then sought fox a tutor 
in a small circle of literary magistrates among whom he 
lived, and nominated Nicolas Lefevre, Councillor of the 
Department of Waters and Forests. Lefevre was the son 
of a tradesman of Montlhery ; he had attended the College 
of La Marche, and had tliere lost an eye when mending a 
pen; he had subsequently studied jurisprudence in the 
celebrated universities of Italy, whence he had brought 
back a great taste for antiquities. Study, but that of the 
most varied subjects, for it embraced theology, law, phi- 
losophy, science, literature, and languages — study, we 

^ The famous Marquiee de Rain- J. C. Scaliger, bom at Agen In 1540^ 

boaillet The wife of Pieani was a died 1609. 

Tuscan lady, Julia SavelH, whom ' Letters from the Princesse de 

Catherine de' Medici had made him Cond^ to Scaliger and to Count 

mairy. Maurice. (Conrart MSS.) 



» 



Joseph Juste Scaligeri son of 
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€HAP, repeat) was his only joy, his sole passion^ He had never 
chosen to marry, and lived on the small pay of his office, 



which left him considerable leisure for his favourite pur- 
suits. All the time that the rule of the Sixteen and of 
the Lorrains lasted, he had remained in a learned and 
prudent seclusion, completely estranged from the world, 
and shut up in the house of Pierre Pithou, with whom he 
was united by a perfect unanimity of opinions and habits, 
as well as by brotherly affection. He was, in short, 
a man of enormous learning, thoroughly honest, very 
bashful, a strict and even devout Catholic, although he 
had always detested the League, a very sincere Boyalist, 
although unable to cope with the King's enemies. When 
his new appointment was announced to him, he expressed 
the strongest aversion to it. He had to quit the society 
of his old friend, and to break up the whole order of his 
regular and tranquil life of occupation. Nevertheless, in 
a spirit of submission, and out of deference to the 
advice of De Thou and the Chief-President de Harlay, 
he accepted it.^ 
Acquittal ^u thcsc selcctious were very good, and, notwithstand- 
ration of ing the different origins and opinions of all these persons, 
cewe de whosc duty it was to work together for a qpmmon result. 
Hep ch»- the education of the young Prince progressed at first with 
contest ^ great regularity. The modest Lefevre confined himself 
Piflani ; its cxclusivdy to the duties of his office, and apphed himself 
hiS^noT with singular devotedness to their fulfilment. M. d'Hau- 
^tion^"' ^^^ ^^^ * ^^^ ^^ honour, very simple and reserved, 
her son. ^j^^ conformed in every particular to the instructions of 

> 'NicFabri Vita/ by Francois le Latin works. Lefevre was afterwards 

B^gue, King's Adyocate in the Court tutor to Louis XIIL, and died in 

of Exchequer, prefacing Le B^e's 1612, at the age of sixtjr-nine. 
posthumous publication of his minor ^ j 
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Pisani. But the Dowager-Princess, who at first had ohap. 
removed from the neighbourhood of her son, returned to 
him again towards the close of 1596, after her formal 
acquittal ^ and her change of religion.* At once there 
began a conflict between her and the Governor. Claim- 
ing, but perhaps pushing too far, the just rights of a 
mother, she wished to direct everything herself, and 
continually countermanded the orders of the Marquis. 
He was eccentric and imperious, and vehemently main- 
tained the prerogatives of an office which had been 
conferred on him, not by the Princess, but by the King. 
He complained bitterly of the small affection which the 
Princess evinced for Henri IV. 'She will neither see 
nor feel anything to be right that comes from the King.' 
In truth, Charlotte de la Tr^mouille was unable to forget 
the treatment she had received at the hands of Henri IV. 
She called to mind the prosecutions that were conducted 
against her by his orders, and was sensible that none but 
pohtical motives had induced him to put an end to her 
imprisonment. She was therefore but little disposed to 
imbue in the mind of her son the feelings of affection, 
gratitude, and submission towards the King, nor yet much 
disposed herself to respect his pleasure. She had a 
natural turn for petty intrigues, and neglected no means 
of making her influence felt. Now she was working 
upon the sensitiveness of M. d'Haucourt, assuring him 
that he was distrusted on account of his being a Huguenot, 
and that he was not treated and respected as he ought to 
be. Now she was addressing the Conn^table, entreating 
him to intervene in her son's affairs, and to prevent his 

1 Decree of July 24, 1696. the Legate Alessandro de' Medici, 

* She recanted at Rouen, before called the Cardinal de Florence.^ 
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allowance from being reduced ; complaining of the dis- 
order which reigned in the Prince's establishment ; and 
following up these complaints with laudations of D'Hau- 
court and Lerevre, by way of denouncing Pisani.^ At 
another time, to thwart the deputy-governor and tutor 
whom she had so highly lauded, she tried to have her 
chaplain, Joseph Texeira, associated in the education of 
the Prince. He was a Portuguese Dominican friar, for- 
merly Prior of Santarem, who had left his native country 
with Don Antonio, at the time of the Spanish conquest, 
had adopted France as his new fatherland, and had 
attached hunself to the Princess upon her conversion. 
He was a man of some distinction, had travelled much, and 
written a great deaL^ * He was,' says Lestoile, * a great 
genealogist, and not imlearned for a monk.' But let tho 
merits of Texeira have been what they might, and let the 
Princess's grievances have been ever so well founded, all 
these disputes were very injurious to the young Prince. 
. *• It is pitiable,' wrote Pisani,^ with the exaggeration of a 
disappointed and disgusted man, ' to see the little Prince 
thus guided, served, and treated. For my part, I think 
that if he were properly guided, his Majesty would bj 
pleated with him ; but as he has been managed hitherto, 
I fear lest he be found wanting, and that those who have 
been charged with his education will be blamed and 
despised for this.' 

^Letter fh)m the Prlucesde de 1508. See the third edition uf Talle- 

Gunud to the ConQ^table, undated, munt des H^ux and the excellent 

(fArchivea de Coud^.' Appendix, commentary of M, Puulia Parifl, 

jHo, XV.) i. 55. The same day, he wrote also 

' Among other works, several to the King, com|.laining in mora 

treatises in defence of the Princesse guarded language, but with no less 

d^ Gond^ and the rights of her son, intensity of feeling. (Origiaiil auto- 

» Tp M» de ViJleroy, Mii;ch 5, graph. < Archives de Uoud^k') 
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Notwithstanding this somewhat gloomy prophecy, the chap. 
Prince received many public compliments. When, in ' — ^""^ 

1596—98 

July 1596, Alessandro de M^dicis, Cardinal of Florence, pu^jHc 
the Pope's legate, made his entry into Paris, Henri IV., in ^^^ 
order to add to the pomp of the ceremony — ^for this was ^^^ ^^ 
the first legate who had been accredited to him — sent the ^^<^- ,. 

^ The Cardi- 

Heir to the throne to meet the Prelate. Everybody, says nai of fio- 
De Thou, admired the gentle bearing of the boy, and the Avocat* 
Cardinal praised him highly.^ Next year, the King doii^; 
having furnished Cond^ with the requisite letters-patent ^ '"*' 
for his accession to the governorship of Guyenne (with 
which he had not yet been formally invested, although the 
Marshal de Matignon had been exercising the office in 
his name), the Avocat-G^n^ral, Louis DoU^, demanded 
the registration of these letters-patent, and pronounced 
on the subject an obsequious harangue.^ After comparing 
Pisani with the phcBnix, he added — speaking of the 
Marquis's pupil — 'There is nothing boyish about him, 
except his face ; his words are those of a mature man, 
his countenance is grave, his judgment is ripe and yet 
seasoned with remarkable sweetness/ Lastly, two years 
after this, an edition of Martianus Capella appeared at 
Leyden,* dedicated, with great flattery, to the young 
Prince by a child of about his own age. This precocious 
commentator was no other than the celebrated Hugo 
Groot, better known under the name of Qrotius. From 

' 'Quo officio ^gregueindolispaer Hug. Grotii iUustratL 1699.' Copies 

decenter et magna cum legati ipsius of this book are scarce ; it contains 

Iffititia defonctus est.' — Thuanus, two neat portraits of the Prince and 

cztL 11. of Grotiusy engraved by Gheyn 

* March 17, 1597. Leatoile. Col- That of Condd is well authenticated, 
lection N. and was supplied by Texeira. Tha 

* ' Martiani Capellie satjrricon libri eulogists of the young Prince were 
omnes emendati et notis sive februis not very happy in their choice of 
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CHAP, his first school-days, Grotius had astonished his masters 
by his quickness. Upon visiting France, in 1598, with 
the ambassadors of the United Provinces, he had been 
presented at Court as a perfect prodigy, as ' the miracle 
from Holland' Henri IV. had presented him with a 
gold chain, and with the honorary title of Secretary to 
the Prince de Cond^ with whom he had had several 
interviews. In return for his gracious reception, Grotius, 
on his return to Holland, prefixed to his * Capella ' a pre- 
face filled with the eulogies of the young Prince, which 
he had heard from his governors and instructors — ^ Et 
nosmet ipsi vidimus ingenium supra cBtatem et eruditionem. 
supra fidem.* 
Continued We do not lay great store by these oflScial dithyrambs 
to CondA'a and dedicatory laudations, of which the vulgarity is pro- 

leg^timacy. _ - o ^f sr 

State of verbial. They are no trustworthy pictures, nor even a 
opinion, rcflex of the real opinions of contemporaries. It is cer- 
^^' tain that whenever the young Prince appeared in public, 
he was regarded with more curiosity than sympathy. 
The solemn acquittal of the Princess had not convinced 
everyone of her innocence. The story of her Uaison with 
the page Belcastel, and the rumour of her husband's 
poisoning, still circulated and obtained credit. Others 
gave out that her son had been born thirteen months 
after her husband's death, which of course was incom- 
patible with the story of the page. But calumny is not 
nice in its discernment. Certain symptoms betrayed the 

similes. DolU trHnsrormed, as above, Huic Faber hoc prtestat quod Cbiron 

Pisani into a phoenix. The following priscus Achilli 

is one of the distichs which Gro- Preestitit, aut Magno magnus Ari- 

tius addressed to Lef^vi-e with his stoteles. 

' Capella ; ' he was despatching his It was pretty strong to compare 

mu6e to France, to Saint-Maur, to the Lef&vre to Aristotie ; but — to Chiron 

Court of the Prince de Cond^ : — the Centaur t 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



PUBLIC FEELING ADVERSE TO THE YOUNG PRINCE. 195 

malevolent disposition of men's minds. A Greek distiller, chap. 
who frequented the house of Pisani, had applied to certain 



barbers for some human blood. Immediately it was ^^^^ 
bruited in Paris that the young Prince was very ill, and 
that infants were put to death in order that he might 
adopt the horrible remedy of bathing in their blood while 
still warm. This was an old story which had been used 
to rouse the populace against Fran9oi8 IL But the 
rumour obtained sufficient currency and credit to occasion 
two letters from Henri IV. — one to Sully on the sixth, 
and one to Biron on the tenth of June, 1599, 

The King issued very strict orders with a view to put i>»to«» 

, and second 

an end to these intrigues — ^for by no other name can we E«™.««®<*^ 
call rumours which were periodically renewed and change 
systematically propagated. But, notwithstanding the pro- position of 
tection and the honours with which he surrounded his Prince! 
nephew, he had perhaps scarcely himself decided upon 
the destiny for which he was reserving the boy. He had 
just reaped the fruit of that conciliatory policy which he 
knew so well how to associate with energetic action. He 
had accomplished the first part of his great work. In a 
single year — 1598 — ^he had put an end both to civil and 
to foreign war, and he had destroyed the root of all the 
troubles by the establishment and regulation of the liberty 
of conscience. In the spring he had received the sub- 
mission of Mercoeur, and signed the Edict of Nantes ; in 
June he had concluded the peace of Vervins with Spain 
and Savoy. ITie task which now remained for him was 
to consolidate his work, to recover his finances, to close 
the wounds opened by the war, and hereafter to place 
France in that rank which she had a right to assume in 
the world. But in thus beginning, as it were, and entering 
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CHAP, on a new course, he must have felt some uneasiness, 
' — ^ — ' when he considered that his death might be the loss of 
all, that the succession to the throne might be contested, 
and that, notwithstanding public declarations and solemn 
engagements, all the doubts as to the legitimacy of his 
natural heir had not yet been set at rest. Besides which, 
he had no personal love for this boy. His acknowledg- 
ment of the Prince's rights had been chiefly a political 
expedient, from which it would not have cost him much 
to withdraw. It has been reported that at the beginning 
of 1699, when he sent Sillery as Ambassador Extraor- 
dinary to Eome, in order to conclude the negotiation 
relative to his divorce, he authorized him, by secret in- 
structions, to declare to the Pope that the young Prince 
was a bastard, and that he would never be recognized as 
King by any of his own race. No certain proof of the 
instructions is now in existence. But the King's private 
thoughts are perhaps discernible in a very short letter in 
which he announces to Sillery the mission on which he 
was sending him. * It was important,' he said, * that he 
should have heirs, and give to his people Princes under 
whom they might live in some degree of tranquillity.' 
Whatever was the real mind of Henri IV., this long and 
important negotiation terminated without Condi's name 
naving ever been mentioned, at least publicly. The death 
of Gabrielle, on the tenth of April, 1599, had removed the 
last obstacle to a divorce. Queen Marguerite gave her 
consent, and the marriage-contract between the King and 
Marie de M^icis was signed shortly afterwards. 
Death of Although this event was destined to change the for- 
(October tuucs of the young Prince, he retained, until the birth of 
1599) ; e ^ Dauphin, the same rank and honours which had hitherto 
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been bestowed on him. Pisani continued to fill his office chap. 
with undiminished vigilance till his death, in October 



1599. A violent epidemic had just broken out in Paris, and October. 
the young Prince had been removed in all haste to Saint- «• ^^ 
Maur-des-Foss^ an ancient abbey, which had been secu- 
larised in 1533 by Du Bellay, Bishop of Paris, had been 
afterwards sold by him, in 1563, to Catherine de M^cis, 
and had been quite recently acqiured by the dowager 
Princesse de Cond^.^ Situated on the banks of the 
Mame, in a smiling country, a little beyond the Porest of 
Vincennes, the Chateau of Saint-Maur, which had been 
recently rebuilt by PhUibert Delorme, afterwards became 
one of the favourite seats of the Oond^s, and was at a 
later date very much enlarged. But even then it was 
celebrated for its pure air, and seemed to be proof against 
a contagion, to which, however, Pisani fell a victim in this 
retreat. The King was at Fontainebleau. When in- 
formed of the melancholy occurrence by a letter from the 
Princess, he immediately sent for the Conn^table, that he 
might obtain his help in finding a new governor for their 
common nephew — * a charge which I do not regard as 
one of the least important in the realm.' ^ But the 
choice which followed was not what might have been 
expected after such a speech. The office was bestowed 
upon the Comte de Belin.* 

Belin had been once a Leaguer. In 1591, the chiefe 

^ In 1612 this Prinoefis ceded to et Cr^ances de Catherine de Mtf • 

her son this estatey together with dids^' edited hy the Ahhd Cheyalier. 

seyeral others, on condition of his Paris : Techener, 1862. 

discharging her dehts, and with * The King to the Conn^table. 

certain other reserrations. See Fontainebleau, Oct. 10, 1599. 

'Miscellaneous Accounts; Dossier ' Jean-Francois deFaudoia, Comte 

de Saint-Maur ; -Archives de Con- de Belin by marriage, 
d^.'— <GaUia Christiana/— ' Debtes 
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CHAP, of the Union had nominated him to the important post 
u. 



of Governor of Paris. He was then very useful to 
oitoiw. Mayenne, who treated him without ceremony, and who 
thought he could depend upon him. But when the King 
abjured, Belin took another line. He was now loud in 
his praises of the B^nais Prince, and boasting of the 
kindnesses he had received from him when he was his 
prisoner after the battle of Arques. These sayings were 
reported to the chiefs of the League, and, in the begin- 
ning of January 1594, it was given out that the Due de 
Feria demanded the expulsion of Belin from his office. 
The latter, it was said, was persecuted because he had 
declared that he would never become a Spaniard, and 
would always remidn a Frenchman. The Parliament 
took up the matter warmly, and made several representa- 
tions to Mayenne, which were very favourable to Belin, 
but without obtaining anything but vague declarations. 
At length, the Count was driven out of Paris, and left on 
the seventeenth of January, 1594, greatly raised in public 
estimation by this disgrace and by the motives which 
were assigned for it. Since then he had rendered the 
King considerable service in the reduction of Paris, and 
it was doubtless as a recompense for these that the office 
left vacant by the death of Pisani was conferred upon him* 
Nevertheless, the appointment occasioned great surprise. 
Belin had never been looked upon either as brave or 
honourable, and quite recently — ^in 1596 — he had capitu- 
lated in Ardres with a promptitude which was severely 
censured. Some persons ventured to mention this to the 
King, who replied, * When I wanted to make a King of 
my nephew, I gave him Pisani ; when I wanted to make 



a subject of him, I gave him Belin.' No higher j eulo- 
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gium could have been passed upou Pisani; but the chap. 
comparison was not very flattering to Belin, nor was the 



1599 



thought very kind towards Cond^. 

The new Governor showed himself more indulgent Theeduca- 

tion of 

than his austere and inflexible predecessor. He was on Cond^ is 
particularly good terms with the Princess, who could under un- 
now henceforth regulate all in the house at her pleasure, drou^ 
This understanding between the Princess and Belin was Hi°ch^ 
brought about at the expense of the sub-governor, Sbp<^1! 
D'Haucourt, who was now no longer listened to and sup- ^f^i^^* 
ported as he had been hitherto. Accustomed as he had ^®^- 
been to receive from the Princess such proofe of regard 
that it was supposed they had been secretly married, he 
could not but complain a little of so sudden a coolness.* 
Yet the yoke of Behn was a light one ; D'Haucourt sub- 
mitted, and kept his post. In short, peace was established 
in the household. But that which was agreeable to the 
mother was very hurtful to the son. The roughness of 
Pisani was less prejudicial to him than the complaisance 
of his successor. The character and habits of the pupil 
ever after felt the efiects of this fatal change. His 
education, however, was brought to a close without any 
other very marked incident ; but it was wanting in 
that final stage — at that time indispensable, and always 
useful — which is called the 'premieres armes ' — a 
glimpse of actual service. France was enjoying pro- 
found peace, and no opportunity occurred for Condi's 
initiation in the art of war. When he reached manhood, 
the King kept him constantly about his person, less 

* The Princefise de Condd to M. nomination of Belin. (Bibliothdqne 
d'Hauoourt Two letters, undated, de FAnenal. See Appendix, No. 
but written subsequently to the XVI.) ^ , 
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CHAP, through any love for him than to guard him from other 
influences. Henri IV/s increasing care was to deprive 
factious persons of every chance of reconstructing political 
parties. The Dowager-Princess, although, as was allied, 
sufficiently accommodating to the capricious amours of 
the King, continued to be very unpopular at Court. 
Having quarrelled with Madame de Verneuil, she had 
-hoped to retrieve her fortunes through the growing 
popularity of a fresh favourite, her cousin, Jacqueline de 
Bueil, whom she herself had brought up, and who for a 
moment had supplanted the proud Marchioness. But the 
new Comtesse de Moret did not lend to her old protectress 
the support which she had humbly solicited. An open 
hostility took the place of their former position of depen- 
dence or friendship, and Henri IV., always weak when 
he had to do with his mistresses, and moreover always full 
of his old prejudices, seized this opportunity to forbid the 
Princess to appear before him or the Queen. To Cond^ 
was entrusted the unpleasant mission of announcing to his 
mother this sentence of banishment.^ 

He thus passed the earlier years of his youth without 
definite occupation, doomed to endure many annoyances, 
without companions, and without afiectionate relations. 
The monotony of his life was interrupted only by the 
ceremonies to which his rank called him, and by Court 
fites. He frequently took part in the ballets, then very 
fashionable, which were danced before the King. He 
was a young man of middle height, strong constitution, 
and good figure, although somewhat awkward. Thanks 
to the assiduity and perseverance of Lefevre, the ground- 

^ The Princesse de Cond^ to the (Hblioth^ue de TAndiial. See Ap- 
Comtesse de Moret, and to her son. pendix. No. XVIJ.) 
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.work of his education had been solid. He was a tolerable chap. 
Latin scholar, knew some geography and a little mathe- "^ > -^ 
matics ; he wrote French correctly, and spoke it fluently 
when he got over a natural impediment in his speech. 
But he was not possessed of those qualities which would 
fit him to shine in a Court whose gallantries had reached 
the highest pitch of licence. He was not rich, and he 
was shy, awkward, and not at all addicted to gallantry. 
And yet one occasion was noticed when he displayed 
evidence of dignity and courage. He was not yet nineteen, 
when, feeling himself insulted by some words which had 
fallen from the Due de Nevers, he sent him a challenge. 
Nevers repaired to the appointed rendezvous, and they 
would have fought, had not the King heard of it in time 
and sent to separate them, and, after a severe reprimand to 
both, * reconciled ' them, on the fourth of February, 1607.^ 

About this time there appeared at Court a young Pronenta- 
woman whose precocious beauty was the theme of general chLiott^ 
admiration, and drew the especial attention of Henri IV. morency! 
This was Charlotte-Marguerite de Montmorency, youngest ^^^° 
daughter of the Conn^table. She was then fifteen.^ As ^^^" 
she had lost her mother, she was presented at Court by ^"^^ 
her aunt, Madame d'Angoul6me. She was immediately *?• ™*^ 
beset with admirers ; and among that crowd of adoring »n^ ^^ 
suitors, she showed marked favour, it was said, to the andBas- 
brave and briUiant Bassompierre. At any rate, their *^™^' 
marriage appeared to be agreed upon. The King had 
consented, and even wished to bestow upon the bride- 
groom, as a wedding gift, the post of first gentleman of 

1 Lestoile. In the following year IV. to Sully, Oct 25, 1608.) 
the King had also to ' reconcile 'him * She was bom in 1593. 
■with the Prince de Joinville. (Henri ^ , 
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CT[AP. the bedchamber. But the Due de Bouillon, who clauneJ 
that title, was much offended at the King's bestowing it 
without consulting him ; and being further affronted at 
having first heard from public rumour this intended 
marriage of his niece, Mademoiselle de Montmorency, he 
did not hide his indignation. 'I will bum my books/ 
said he, ^ but Bassompierre shall have neither my office 
nor my niece.' Affecting ignorance of the contemplated 
event, he b^an to speak to the King of M. le Prince, to 
whom he was related by ties of blood ; remarked that he 
was now of an age to be settled in life; that for many rea- 
sons his marriage with a foreigner was not to be thought 
o^ and that in France there was only the daughter either of 
Mayenne or of the Conn^table who was suitable for him. 
But the recollections of the League were too recent for 
the King to consent to the marriage of the first Prince 
of the Blood with a daughter of the House of Guise. 
There was only then Mademoiselle de Montmorency. 
Bouillon was a man whose nature was proud, turbulent, 
vindictive, with scanty affections, but with no baseness. 
We may therefore believe that in this case he only 
wished to injure Bassompierre, and neither thought of his 
niece nor of Cond^ — still less of flattering the rising 
passion of the King. At any rate, his proposal was well 
received. While this was going on, Henri IV. had a fit 
of the gout, and the ladies came to visit him. Madame 
d'Angoul^me was among the most assiduous. She was 
always accompanied by her charming niece, and the King 
took more and more pleasure in her society. At length, 
one night, when Bassompierre was on duty in the King's 
chamber, he informed him after some preamble that he 
intended him to marry Mademoiselle d'Aumale, and to 
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revive the duchy of Aumale in his favour. ' You wish, chap. 



then,' replied the astonished courtier, ' to give me two 
wives ? ' * Listen,' replied the King. * I wish to speak to ^^^^ 
you in confidence. I am not only in love with, but pas- 
sionately enamoured of Mademoiselle de Montmorency. 
If you marry her, and she loves you, I shall hate you. 
If she loved me, you would hate me.* He then announced 
to Bassompierre that he meant to marry her to his nephew. 
*He is only twenty,' added he; *and he loves hunting 
better than women. She will be the solace and support of 
the old age on which I am entering — and I want nothing 
from her but her affection.' ^ Bassompierre was frivolous, 
debauched, and not very deeply in love. Moreover, being 
above all things a courtier, he well understood that he 
must give way ; and only sought to make the most of his 
sacrifice. Cond^ was inexperienced, imsuspecdng, and 
not very penetrating as yet ; he held the King in a certain 
dread ; and when the latter announced to him his wish, 
he submitted more readily than was expected. 

The betrothal took place shortly afterwards in the 
gallery of the Louvre, in the month of December 1608. 
The C!onn^table gave his son-in-law a hundred thousand 
crowns, and came to an understanding with his brother to 
secure to his daughter a little annuity of five thousand 
livres. The King granted his nephew an increase of his 
allowance and a present of a hundred and fifty thousand 
livres.* The bride received at the hands of the King a 

1 * M^moueB de Busompierro.' gift by Madame d'AngoulSme. No- 

' Lestoile informs us that the thing of this sort appears in the 

Conn^table gave to his daughter marriage contract, an analysis of 

risle-Adamy and that the King pro- which wiU be found in Appendix, 



mised to elevate this territory into a Na XVIIL 
* ducht^pairie.' He aluo mentions a 
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CHAP, magnificent gift of jewellery and a splendid trousseau.* 

^1' - ' Public rejoicings took place. An edict sanctioned the 

^^^^ creation and erection of a sworn mastership in each art 

and craft, in every city, town, and suburb of the realm 

and of countries under the Kings jurisdiction.' ' 

Ab for the marriage ceremony, it was postponed for 
several months, till the arrival of a dispensation firom the 
Pope. This arrived in the month of April 1609,' and on 
the sixteenth of May the marriage was solenmized at 
Chantilly, the seat of the Conn^table, * very inexpensively, 
but very gaily.' * 
TheEing'B This gaiety was of short duration. It was all very well 
^^'ont. for the King to promise that he would never require from 
tioiJbt the Princesse de Cond^ more than affection and consola- 
Md ConS. tion in his old age. When he said so, he meant it. But 
wiOidLwB ^® could not long retain the mastery over himself. He 
^^^7 f^^g^* w^^* ^® ^^ ^^^ recalled with his forcible 
^^* eloquence — that he was 'a King, a greybeard, and a con- 
queror.'* He forgot what was due to himself, to a 
Prince of his House, to a near kinsman, to whom he ought 
to have been a father ; and the passion which every con- 
sideration bade him to stifle, broke out openly. He could 

^ ' CEoonomieB royales.' ' Lettres given it as a special favour. (Henri 

missives.' IV. to the Conn^table, May 16.) 

* Lestoile. * ' I have not called you together 

* Letter from the King to the as mj predecessors used to do, to 
Conn^table. The contract was signed compel you to assent to their wishes ; 
at the Louvre, on the second of I have assembled you that I may re- 
March, oeive your advice, tnu ^ it, and follow 

* Letter from Malherbe to Peireec, it ; in short, that I may put myself 
May 1600. The Conn^table had re- into your tutelage — which is not 
quested that the celebrated hoise- usually the wish of a king, a grey- 
breaker Pluvinel might have permis- beard, and a conqueror.' (Speech of 
sion to leave the Louvre for the pur- Henri IV. to the Notables, assembled 
pose of being present at the marriage at Rouen, November 4, 1696. From 
of his daughter, and Henri IV. had his autogrsph notes. 
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not keep away firom the young Princess, and sought by chap. 



n. 



1609 



every means in his power to gain her affections. He, 
who had always been so simple and even negligent in his 
attire, was now to be seen dressing and adorning himself 
with care ; and he did not disdain, in his determination to 
seduce this young woman, to have recourse to devices 
utterly inexcusable. The scandal was great Even in 
the streets the most indecent jests passed from mouth to 
mouth, and people * talked with the utmost licence of his 
Majesty and of the corruptions and debaucheries of his 
Court.' ^ Cond^ could no longer hide from himself the 
danger in which his honour now stood. But he seemed 

* little disposed to bear with patience the common misfor- 
tune.' * His careful vigilance discovered and foiled the 
scheme against the virtue of .his wife. But soon the 
solicitations made to her became such that he was com- 
pelled to ask the King for leave of absence, in order to 
retire to one of his country residences. His request was 
very unfavourably received ; but he replied with dignified 
firmness, and in the heat of the discussion allowed the 
word ' tyranny ' to escape him. Upon this, the King, 
losing all command of himself, replied that he had never 
committed but one act of tyranny, and that was when he 
recognized the Prince as what he really was not ; and 
angrily bade him begone. His unjust rage was not ap- 
peased even after the Prince had left his presence, and he 
wrote to the Conn^table complaining that his son-in-law 

* was playing the devil,' ^ and forbade 'Sully, not only to 
pay the term of his allowance, which was already due, 
but even to discharge his debts.' * This violence, however, 

» UstoUe. • Ibid. 12, ie09. 

* Letter to the Gonn^table; June ^ Letter to Sully, of the same date. 
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GHAP. was foreign both to the nature and practice of Henri IV. ; 
he could not long persist in this unhappy course of conduct, 
and in a few days after the scene just described, the 
Prince left Paris with his wife for his chftteau at Valery, 
without any impediment being placed in his way. 
^S^ntofl "^"* ^^® ^^S ^^ inconsolable, and, in order to while 
inrersethe awav his eunuu determined that his amours should be 

unonn of "^ 

the King, celebrated in verse. Malherbe consented to * degrade his 
muse to the office of pander.' * In the first stanzas com- 
posed under these circumstances, the poet seemed disposed 
to recall the King to a sense of his duty. He reminded 
him of that respect for the laws which had distinguished 
his character and his reign, and which sixty years later 
was still eulogized by Cardinal de Eetz: * — 

Done cette merYeiUe des deux, 
Pource qu'elle est chdre k mes yeox. 
En sera toujours Aoign^ ; 
£t mon impatiente amour. 
Par tant de larmes tdmoign^, 
N'obtiendra jamais son retourP 

N'ai-je pas le ooeur aussi baut, 
Et pour oser tout ce qu'il faut 
Un aussi grand d^r de gloire, 
Que j'aTois lorsque je couvii 
D'exploits d'^temelle m^moire 
Les plaines d' Aiques et d'lvri f 

Mais quel P oes l<nx dont la rigueur 
Tiennent mes souhaits en langueur 
R^gnent avec un tel empire, 
Que si le del ne les dissout, 
Pour pouYoir ce que je desire 
Ge n'est rien que de pouvoir tout 

This indirect rebuke was doubtless not altogether taste- 
fiil to him to whom it was addressed. The poet was 

^ Commentary of Andr^ Ghenier, * 'Henri IV., who did not distrust 
in the excellent edition of Malherbe the laws, because he trusted himself.' 
published by MM. de Latour. Mhnoirm du Cardinal de Rett. 
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commanded to compose fresh verses, and this time nothing chap. 
was said about the laws, or Arques, or Ivry. In verses 
whose elevated language scarcely veiled the under*current 
of cynical contempt, a happy issue was promised to the 
amorous Alcander : — 

N*en doute pointy quoi qu*il advienney 

La belle Oranthe sera tienne ; 

C'est chose qui ne peut faillir ; 

Le temps adoacira les choses; 

£t tous deux youa auiez des toms. 

Plus que TOUS n*en sauxes cueiHir. 

The vicissitudes of the Eoyal passion left but little re- 
pose to the muse of Malherbe. Throughout the year 
1609 he was thus employed. The Princess appeared at 
Court for a brief moment ; immediately the poet resumes 
his lyre, and causes Alcander thus to deliver himself: — 

Revenez, mes plaisirs, ma dame est leTenue; 
Et les voeux que j*ai faits pour reyoir ses beaux yeux, 
Rendant par mes soupirs ma doulenr recounue, 
Out eu gvAce dee deux. 

In short, whether because Cond^ hoped for some happy Having put 
change in the King's conduct, or because he was alarmed peanmoeat 
by some menacing language, or perhaps because he felt condA re- 
himself compelled to be present at the marriage of a ^*i^ 
legitimized son of Henri IV., he had come with his wife ^^^^ 
to Fontainebleau for the wedding of the Due de Venddme ^^^^^ 
with Mademoiselle de Mercoeur. But the King's passion ^^^^jjf 
became more violent than ever. His solicitations were Kcardie. 
renewed ; the jests, too, began again, and were yet more 
intolerable. The Prince adopted a decided course, and 
took back his wife to Valery. Henri IV. used every 
means in his power to induce him to return, but in vain. 
* Beaumont,' wrote the King to the Conn^table, on the 
twenty-third of September, ' returned yesterday, andsays 
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CHAP, that he found our friend more unmanageable than ever. 
He leaves Valery this morning for Muret/ Muret 



^^^ is in the neighbourhood of Soissons, and was one of the 
Prince's estates. The journey thither from Valeiy, which 
is near Sens, was long, and was performed very slowly. 
Cond^, who was justly apprehensive of some scheme on 
the King's part, varied his route by availing himself of 
circuitous roads, and took every precaution against surprise. 
He arrived in Picardie at the hunting season, and this 
sport gave an excuse for frequent change of residence. 
M. de Traigny, Governor of Amiens, invited him to keep 
St. Hubert's Day at his chftteau near Breteuil. The Prince 
arrived about the beginning of November. One morning, 
when he was out hunting, his wife, as she was stepping 
into a carriage, observed a falconer who was waiting in 
the court-yard with his hawk on his wrist, and threw her- 
self back, with a scream, into the bottom of the carriage. 
The Princess, her mother-in-law, who was with her, im- 
mediately ordered the coachman to proceed. On their 
return, at the corner of a wood, the same figure appeared 
in the dress of a keeper, leading a blood-hound. It was 
the King. On the information of De Traigny, he had 
quitted Paris in disguise with one or two confidential afc^ 
tendants, and had just arrived at Breteuil without drawing 
rein. It is possible that his only motive was the childish 
desire to behold for one moment the object of his passion. 
Certain it is, at all events, that finding himself discovered, 
he disappeared at once. Monsieur le Prince hastened 
back to Muret. His difficulties multiplied. He knew of 
no place in the kingdom where he was safe from the 
pursuit of the King. 

Meanwhile the Queen was now pregnant, and her de- 
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livery was shortly expected. Cond6 was summoned to chap. 
Court to attend it, and could not refuse to go. The 



1609 



King, somewhat ashamed of his last escapade, had written 
to him with his own hand in a strain half jocular and half mon^^to 
menacing. After complaining bitterly of the notions g^th^ 
which tlie Prince entertained, he added : ' You ought to K?ng* ^^*' 
know me well enough by this time to be sure that I am ^^^^^ 
not affected by noise. I take as arbiters of our difference ^entioS^oT 
my cousin, your mother, and my cousin, your father-in- ■^^'^^^^h 
law. If they decide that I am in the wrong, I will only ^cretary 
require of you your submission as my attendant, and an 
affection for my person as great as that which you 
have for the last five or six months been giving to 
debauchery. . . . Had you been as prudent as you are 
otherwise, I would have honoured you with my presence 
at your meet, and have enraged the fat Count, to whom 
I beg my regards.' ^ Cond^ replied by protesting his obe- 
dience, and announcing his early arrival. Come he did ; 
but he came alone. Scarcely had he made his appearance 
at the Louvre, when the Queen summoned him, and begged 
him to send for his wife, promising to watch over her and 
even to keep her in her own chamber. Cond^ blurted 
out some words by way of excuse, and left without wait- 
ing for a reply. With the King he had no words. But 
Henri IV. summoned Virey, the Prince's secretary, and 
commanded him to go and tell his master that he was not 
averse to the accomphshment of the project which the 
Prince had proposed to M. de Villeroy, and that he would 
even undertake to procure the parents* consent. This 

1 This letter, and the leply to it, k pr^nt (1644) et k lui d^i^ par le 
are inserted in the ' Veritable diaconrs Sieur de flefbron.' This work has ai- 
de la naissanoe et de la yie de Mon- ready been referred to above, Vol. ii, 
seigneur le Prince de Condd josques p. 120, note. 
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CHAP, project was simply a hasty word that had escaped from 
Cond6 in a moment of irritation. A few months before, 
on coming out, in great excitement, from the presence 
of the King, who had treated him very badly, he 
had met Yilleroy on the staircase, and had been unable 
to conceal the reason of his agitation ; but he added that, 
rather than consent to his own dishonour, or expose him- 
self any longer to the King's anger, he would get himself 
* dismarried/ This expression, subsequently repeated to 
the King, was now wrested into a request for a divorce. 
The next day Virey brought back an autograph reply 
from Cond6. He did not deny what he had said to M. de 
Villeroy, and expressed himself ready to profit by the 
King's permission. He therefore begged his Majesty to 
favour him with such advisers as he thought good, to as- 
sist him in this delicate matter ; and till it was decided, he 
had no doubt that the King would find it necessary that 
his wife should not leave her house. This was not what 
Henri IV. expected, and the answer upset all his plans. 
But he could say nothing, for the memorial was very well 
worded. The King, when he read it, could not help 
ejaculating, ' This is the reply of a skilftd canon lawyer ; 
it smacks of the President.' He discovered in it the 
practised pen of De Thou, who had really drawn up the 
memorial, and who in all matters was the Prince's adviser, 
as Virey was the energetic instrument of his plans. 

Claude-ifinoch Virey was one of a class of men whose 
characters were formed at once by study and by a life of 
dangers — men often met with in that age, but of whom the 
mould seems now lost. Whether as antiquary, poet, 
soldier, doctor of laws, or courtier, he brought to bear upon 
everything the same courage, the same spirit, and the same 
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rough-and-ready ways of action ; and, unfortunately for his chap. 
verses, he cared as little for the trammels of prosody and 
language as for the difficulties of life. The son of a cap- 
tain of infantry, he had studied the classics at Dijon, in the 
Jesuit seminary, philosophy in Paris, at the Collie de 
JTavarre, and law at Padua. Devoted to the Catholic re- 
ligion, but of independent character, he had from the first 
taken part against the League. At the barricades, he 
saved the life of the brave President de Harlay. For 
three years he fought as a volunteer in the Koyal army, 
and took his part in the thickest of the most glorious 
battles, at Arques, Ivry, and the sieges of Paris and Eouen. 
Afterwards he had travelled all over Italy, where he was 
made a Doctor of Laws. On his return, Harlay, out of 
gratitude, procured him a post in the educational staff of 
the young Cond^ ; and when afterwards the household of 
the Prince was made up, he was retained as private secre- 
tary, with the title of Secretary to the King. K it were 
desired to find among well-known contemporaries a cha- 
racter resembUng his — ^without attaching to the comparison 
undue importance — ^we should be disposed to liken him in 
many of his characteristics to the immortal Cervantes. 
Only, if he lacked both the genius and the glory of the 
hero who has left us * Don Quixote,' he had far better 
fortime, for he ended his days in wealth and honour, as 
mayor of his native town,^ 

* CMloiis-sur-Sa6iie. He was bom^ verse of the flight of the Prince de 
not actually within the town, but in Cond^ with the following title : — 
its ndghbourhood, at Sassenaj, in ' lUptus innocuus, sive Heniid Bor^ 
1566. He died on the twenty-fifth bonii CondsBi, primarii sanguinis 
of July, 1686. His poems have never regi^ Francorum prindpis, clandestina 
been printed; several of them are cum uxore Carola Margarita Mom- 
preserved in MS. in the Biblioth^ue morantia in Belgium fuga, et ex 
de I'Arsenal (MSS. Latin, 68); Belgis in Insubriam per Germaniam 
among otherS; an account in LaUn occulta profectiO| Mediolani com- 
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CHAP. Henri IV., who knew him well (for he had served him 

II. . 

^ — r^ — ' at a time when it was not difficult for the King to become 

^^.^ , acquainted with every Catholic volunteer in his army), at- 

passion. tributcd to his influence the firm tone which Conde main- 

Btwrts off, tained, and regarded him with no good will. Accordingly, 

ing that he leaving uuHoticed the memorial which he had just handed 

TOtnm^ti to him, he took him aside, and reproached him bitterly 

ceM^NoT. with the counsels which he had given the Prince, even 

25, 1609. threatening him with his utmost displeasure if he did 

not at once alter his course. Virey replied with firmness, 

for his attachment to the Eoyal cause had not in any way 

diminished his independence of spirit, and he was a man 

with whom the right was the first object. The King then 

proceeded to speak in indignant terms of the bad conduct 

of Cond^ towards his wife, and went so far as to say that if 

he had been still merely King of Navarre, he would have 

called out his nephew, and fought him as the Princess's 

champion. At last he sent away Virey, with many threats, 

and charged him to tell his master that if he did not yield 

to the King's will, or if he permitted himself to use the 

slightest violence against his wife, he would have cause to 

repent it. Cond^ made believe that he had submitted, 

and begged permission to go and fetch the Princess. The 

King, as might be supposed, granted it readily. Sully 

alone opposed the permission ; for the Prince had lately 

xnoratioy ejusque in Oalliam felix phi^seS; above alluded to, the works 

reditus ; Claudius Enoch Yirey Gabi- of Virey are far from being devoid of 

lonensds ad Samonam, principis a literaiy merit Since thia note was 

sectelisy carmen itineiarium.' Thia written in 1856, M. Halphen baa 

is followed bj a translation into publisbed tbe ' Enldvement inno- 

Prench verse of the first canto of the cent ' of Virey, that is, the tranalation 

poem, f^m whence have been de- into French verse by the indefati- 

rlved many particulars heie given, gable secretary of the first canto of 

Despite the rudeness of their form, his Latin poem (Aubxy, 1869). 



and the uncouth construction of their 
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paid him a visit, and from the words he let fall in con- chap. 
^ u. 



versation, the clear-sighted Minister thought he had dis- 
covered intentions which were Uttle suspected. But as he '^^^ 
was known to have a grudge against the Prince, whom he 
had never forgiven for some innocent jests, no importance 
was attached to his opinion. Gondii quitted Paris on the 
twenty-fifth of November. 

Four days after — on the twenty-ninth — about eleven The King 
o'clock at night, while the King was at play, the nobleman that m. le 
on duty suddenly entered the apartment and whispered car^goff 
some words into his ear. The King changed colour, rose m^n^ 
and entered his cabinet. He had just learned that the f^9.^^' 
Prince had that very morning quitted Miu-et in a carriage ^^^^^es 
with his wife, with the purpose, it was said, of taking her !^®^^ 
to a wild boar hunt ; but that he had in reaUty taken the ^^vo. 
road to the Low Countries. One of the Prince's gentlemen, 
named Eochefort,^ who had been brought up with him, 
Virey his secretary, two young ladies, and three domestics, 
formed all their suite. It was their guide, a man named 
Laperri^re, who, from fear of the King's anger, had sent ojQT 
his own son, an archer of the King's body-guard, expressly 
to tell the whole story at Paris. The moment he heard 
the news, the King sent in all haste for everyone from 
whom he thought he could receive either advice or in- 
formation. The Pr&ident de Thou, the Prince's friend 
and counsellor, and his old tutor Lefevre, were among the 
first to be called. In answer to angry questions, De Thou 
repUed that he had known nothing of Condi's projects, 
and bravely added, that his departure could not be 
wrongly interpreted, and that he had doubtless with- 
drawn to the Court of his brother-in-law, the Prince of 

* Louis d'AIoigny, Marquis de Rochefort 
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CHAP. Orange. As for Lefevre, the King drew fix)m him 
^- — •- — ' nothing but tears, and the grief of that excellent man had 
Nov. 29. something so ludicrous about it that the merry humour of 
Henri IV. for a moment mastered his anger. He could not 
help laughing and bantering him. Meanwhile his minis- 
ters and confidential advisers attended at his sunmions. 
They found the King pacing up and down his room, his 
head down, and his hands behind his back. The courtiers 
ranged themselves silently against the wall, questioning 
each other by glances, but not daring to speak. He occa- 
sionally raised his head. If he noticed some new face, he 
immediately asked for advice, requiring a reply without 
time for reflection ; and then, without a moment's reflection 
himself, he simply fell in at hazard^ with the last advice 
given him. He was not like himself. It seemed as if a 
species of delirium were agitating that judgment generally 
so calm, that mind generally so clear. Contradictory 
or absurd orders followed each other in quick succession. 
Thus that very night, without reflecting that it was 
almost impossible to overtake the Prince, without thinking 
of the probable efiect of such a step, he wrote to Balagny, 
Governor of Marie, to Du Pesch^, Governor of Guise, 
commanding them to send out the whole strength of their 
garrisons to capture the fugitive 'wherever he might be.'^ 
He then despatched La Chauss^e, exempt of the body- 
guards, with orders to pursue the Prince even over the 
frontiers, ' and if he should discover him in any town 
beyond his dominions, the commands of his Majesty to 
the said La Chauss6e are, to address himself to the 

1 See the account of this eyening Nov. 29. (Bibliothdqae imp^riale. 

in the ' (Economies royalee.' Printed in the collection of ' Lettres 

" Ciders of the King to Balagny missives de Henri IV.') 
and Du Fesch^, dated evening of 
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governor and magistrates of that city, and to let them chap. 
know that his Majesty has given him authority by the 



present order to require and entreat them to have the Nov. 29. 
Prince and his suite arrested in their town and well 
guarded, assuring them upon his Eoyal authority that in 
thus acting they would be doing great service to MM. 
the Archdukes. . . .'^ Scarcely had La Chauss^e left, 
when the officer on duty received precisely similar in- 
structions, and was ordered to start at once.^ Kodelle, 
D'Elbome, and others were despatched during the night. 
All these orders had already been given, when Sully, 
whom the King, much to his dissatis&ction, had caused to 
be wakened, entered the King's cabinet. He advised 
that nothing should be done. This was the only reason- 
able advice that had been tendered, and the only advice 
that was not adopted. Next morning was spent in regu- 
lating the measures that had been so precipitately and 
incoherently taken. The first thing to be done was to 
send some explanations to the Archdukes who governed 
the Netherlands,^ and to address to them an official de- 
mand. This mission was entrusted to Praslain, a captain 
in the guards, who left in the course of the day. 

That very day — the thirtieth of November — at three Cond^ 

naobft 

^ Copy of Royal letten patent, name of the Cardinal of Austria^ 

dated as above^ sent to magistrates was at that time goyeming -the 

of Landredes. (Aichives of Bel- Netherlands^ renounced holy orders 

gium.) for the purpose oi marrying this 

* Royal order, dated as a'bove. Princess. In fact, Albert and Isa- 
(Biblioth^ue imp^riale.) beUa exercised a sort of Tice-regal 

* By a decree dated Madrid, May authority, with Tery extensive 
6, 1608, Philip IL had^ ceded the powers. Their contemporaries al- 
Netherlands,Franche-Comt^,andthe ways called them 'the Archdukes.' 
Charolais, as a reyersible fief, to his The principal Sovereigns of Europe, 
daughter IsabeUe-Claire-EugAiie. as the Pope, the Emperor, and the 
The Archduke Albert, brother of the King of France, had ambassadors at 
Emperor Rodolph, who, imder the the Court of Brussels. r^r\r\r^]o 
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CHAP, o'clock in the morning, CJond^ reached the territory of the 
'-^' — ' Netherlands, and at seven he and his small escort drew up 

IfiOO 

Kov. 30. at the first Spanish fortress of the frontier, Landrecies. 
ijindrecies. Sincc the departure from Muret, they had scarcely rested 
joined by evcu for a fcw miuutcs at a village inn, and the rain had 

the agents , 

of the been incessant. They had been compelled to leave the 
Embii^ carriage in which they travelled on the banks of the 
SX*° Somme, and the Princess had passed fifteen hours on the 
S^r crupper of Eochefort's saddle. She was wet to the skin, 
exhausted with fisitigue, and unable to go &rther. The 
Prince, thinking himself safe, determined upon a sojourn 
of twenty- four hours. But next morning, upon his ex- 
pressing a wish to resume his journey, he was refused 
passage through the gates. La Chauss^e had found the 
track, had followed all his windings, and had just arrived 
at Landrecies. He at once exhibited to the Governor his 
commission from the King, and demanded his assistance 
in the arrest of Cond^. Great was the perplexity of the 
magistrates, for this was an unprecedented difficulty. It 
seemed quite out of the question to allow a French police 
officer to exercise authority within the territory of the 
King of Spain. But La Chauss^e was pressing. The 
order which he brought showed what great importance 
the King of France attached to his mission, and the 
Governor of Landrecies might be incurring a serious re- 
sponsibility if by resistance he involved his master in a 
new quarrel with his powerful neighbour. In this 
dilemma the magistrates determined to refer the matter 
at once to their superiors, and to retain Cond^ until they 
had received further instructions.^ They only allowed 

> The xxutgistrates of Landrecies to Archduke Albert (Archives of 
Belgium.) 
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Eochefort, the gentleman-in-waiting on the Prince, to chap. 
repair to their Highnesses to crave their protection and - 



hospitality. ^^^^ 

The news of Condi's arrival in the Netherlands sur- ^^^ati^™* 

prised the Archdukes in their charming retreat at Mari- ^^^"^*' 

mont, and at first caused them considerable annoyance, thonze the 

. "^ Princess to 

In vain do men wield supreme authonty ; they ever seek go on to 
to escape from its inseparable vexations. Thus the Arch- but Condi 
dukes refused, not only to give an audience to Eochefort toqmtthe 
when he presented himself at Marimont, but even to re- tri^, tmd' 
ceive the letter which that faithful follower had brought Mo^e, 
from his master. Both the letter and its bearer were for- ^^^^ 
warded to the Duke of Arschcot, governor of the province.* ^^' ®' 
This functionary took care not to assume the responsibility 
of deciding in so delicate a matter, and declined for his 
part to see Eochefort before he had been made aware of 
the intentions of their Eoyal Highnesses.^ Three days 
were thus expended in journeys, diplomacy, and hesitation. 
However, something must be settled. Praslain had ar- 
rived at Brussels, and was becoming very urgent, Landre- 
cies was filling with French officers and soldiers. Balagny, 
the officer on duty, and other agents of the King, had ar- 
rived with their respective escorts. They were becoming 
very inconvenient, alternately entreating and threatening 
the magistrates, or urging the Prince himself to submit 
with a good grace. Cond^ showed some uneasiness, and 
allowed himself to say that he had * embarked on his 
voyage without supplies.' * But Virey encouraged him to 

^ Cond^ to the Archdukes ; the See Appendix, Nob. XIX. and XX. 

Archdukes to theDuke of Arschcot, ^ The Duke of Aischcot to the 

Dec.1, 1609. (Archiyes of Belgium.) Archdukes^ Dec. 2, 1609. (Archiyes 

The Marquis de Guadalete to the of Bel^um. Appendix, No. XIX.) 

King of Spain. (Simancaa Papers.) ' Henri IV. to M. de Vaucelas, 
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CHAP, remain firm, and at last, on the night of the second of 
^^ « ' ^ December, Eochefort returned with the long-expected de- 
Dw?^a. cision. The claims of Henri IV. were repudiated. The 
Princess was permitted to continue her joiimey to Brus- 
sels, to the house of her sister-in-law, the Princess of 
Orange. As for CondS, the &vour he had somewhat 
modestly asked — * to kiss the hands of their Highnesses ' ^ — 
was refused him, and he was ordered to quit the Nether- 
lands within three days. The little Court of Brusseb 
thought thus to testify its deference towards the King of 
France, while at the same time maintaining the rights of 
nations. As soon as this order was announced to the 
magistrates of Landrecies, they advised the Prince to quit 
their town at once. He took their advice, and without 
waiting for daybreak, was on his road to Namur, and 
thence by way of Li^ge, Aix-la-Chapelle, and Juliers, he 
reached CJologne, where he arrived on the eighth of De- 
cember, and where he stopped under the protection of 
the ancient German liberties. 
MenBuns A few hours later his wife also left Landrecies with a 
PruUiin Small escort, and arrived the same night at the palace of 
Se ftm^' the Prince of Orange, in Brussels. The faithful Virey, who 
^S^ in had separated fix)m his master in order to watch over her, 
BwftSi,*^ was agitated with the deepest anxiety. No order had as 
PaSis y^* \y^^ received from the Archdukes. They were still 
tfOrango. i^t Marimont. The Prince and Princess of Orange had 
not yet returned from Breda, and their palace was empty. 
Obscure and unknown to anyone, compelled to disguise 
himself as a common Italian soldier, Virey was not in a 
position to afford any protection to the Princess, and he 

his ambassador at Madrid, Dec. 5, > Letter of Cond^ to the Arcb- 
1600. dukes, already quoted. 
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feared lest Praslain, profiting by the first surprise, should chap. 



put a violent end to his mission by carrying her off. But 
Praslain was neither prepared nor disposed to violate in- 
ternational rights in such a startling manner. He would 
at least have required, before taking such a step, the 
assent of the Prince of Orange ; and not despairing of 
obtaining it, he set off* for Breda. 

The son and the brother of heroes, Philip-William of 
Nassau,^ was himself very disinclined to the performance 
of heroic deeds. A captivity of twenty-eight years had 
cramped his character and enfeebled his passions. He 
desired only to be left in peace to enjoy his great wealth. 
Praslain thought that by dwelling upon the former good 
understanding between Henri IV. and the House of Nassau, 
he could easily persuade the Prince of Orange to yield to 
the wish of the King. But he failed to see Philip-William, 
and was obliged to content himself with an interview with 
his wife, £l6onore de Bourbon,^ Condi's eldest sister, a 
Princess of high and energetic character, devoted to her 
brother ; her reception determined Praslain upon making 
a hasty retreat. On his return to Brussels, he found that 
a coup de main had become impossible. Virey had not 

^ Fliifip-William of Nassau, eldest liberatioii; he mamed in 1606 

son of ihe great WHliam of Orange, £l^nor8 de BouiIhki, and died with- 

by his fust wife, the heiress of Buren, out iasue in 1618. He took no pro- 

receiyed, upon his birth in 1554, the minentpartin politics. The heir of his 

title of Count of Buien. He was the father's genius and influence was his 

godson of Philip H, and was pur- younger brother, Maurice of Nassau, 

smng his studies at the College of one of the greatest captains of mo- 

Louyain, when the Duke of Alva, in dem times. Maurice was the son 

1567, ordered him to be seized and of William's second wife, Anne of 

carried off to Spain, where he re- Saxe. 

maiifed a prisoner for twenty-eight * ]^^nore de Bourbon, Princess 

years. In 1584, by the death of his of Orange, bom April 30, 1587, died 

£ftther, he had succeeded to the title at the Chftteau of Muret, Jan. 20^ 

of Prince of Orange. After his 1619. 
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CHAP, remained idle. He had put himself into communication 

' — r^^ — ' with the agent of the Prince of Orange, named Kerman, 

D JemLr. ^^^ ^^^ latter had secured a guard to watch his master's 

palace. Soon, too, Philip of Nassau returned to Brussels, 

and the Archdukes were hourly expected. Praslain saw 

that his mission was firuitless, and returned to Paris, where 

he received but a cold welcome from the King. 

Conse- Tije rage of Henri IV. had by no means subsided. 

quences of ^ •' 

the steps Already the flight of Conde had been the subject of two 
Henri IV. lengthy despatches to his ambassadors at Madrid and 
theSpanish Romc ; ^ a circular letter ^ had been addressed to the 
^ticu- ' governors of provinces, denouncing the ' unworthy resolu- 
SplnoL. tion ' of the Prince. The King declared his determination 
to put an end to the disobedience of his nephew, accused 
him of having fomented the troubles that had broken out 
in Saintonge, and insinuated that his flight had been con- 
certed with the hereditary enemies of the kingdom. For 
a long time past his intrigues with the Spanish Ambassador 
had been secretly reported to Sully.* But the disorders 
in Saintonge had had a merely local origin, and were 
easily repressed. As for the accusation of complicity with 
the Court of Madrid, the hesitation and the whole conduct 
of the Archdukes were sufficient fully to acquit Cond^. 
Meanwhile the steps taken by Henri IV. were producing 
results quite different from those which he seemed to 
eicpect. The sending so many agents, and the excited 
tone of his despatches, seemed to' indicate that the Prince's 
flight might cause him considerable embarrassment, and 
gave to that event a grave political importance. The 
Spanish counsellors of the Archdukes, who represented 

* December 5 and 9, 1609. ' < CBconomies xoyalee/ Tiii. 98. 

» December 17, 1609. 
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at Brussels the opinion of the Court of Madrid, think- cha^. 
ing this a chance not to be lost, blamed the decision of ' — ^ — - 
the Archdukes at Marimont in reference to the Prince. DeimW. 
Moreover, Castihan honour was hurt at this refusal of 
protection to an illustrious refiigee. Cond^ himself in- 
spired them with little interest. The misfortune of 
which he complained was not of a nature to call forth 
much pity from men ; the beauty of his wife disposed 
many to be indulgent towards Henri IV. ; and as for 
the violence of which he accused the King, and the 
dangers which he professed to dread, the well-known 
clemency of Henri IV. prevented anyone from giving 
credence to this.^ But the Spaniards could not understand 
why a French Prince of the Blood should not meet with 
protection in the territoiy of the King of Spain, and it 
seemed to them an unheard-of thing that such a conces- 
sion should be made to the King of France, when the latter 
openly aflforded protection to every Spanish criminal,* 
and had shown special favour to a traitorous minister, 
Antonio Perez, justly banished by his offended master. 
The most keen and influential exponent of this view was 
the Marquis Ambrose Spinola. 

It would be diflSicult to find in all history a career like 
that of Spinola. Bom at Genoa in 1571, of an illustrious 
family, but one which had for more than a century with- 
drawn from pubhc hfe, and applied itself exclusively to 
the commerce of the Levant, Spinola had suddenly quitted 

^ 'Eracosanotaad ogn'unocheil ' ' Todoe los delinquenteB de 

He non haveva mai trattati i suoi Espana.' (Lettera of the Marquis de 

amori, se non per le vie ordinarie ; e Guadalete and the Marquis Spinola 

M le sue Tirtn, niana era predicata to the King of Spain, Dec 1609. 

picl che quella della demenza.' Report of the Session of Council of 

(Bentiyoglio, < Reksione della fiiga State in Madrid, Feb. 18, 1610. See 

di Franda del prindpe di Conde.*) Appendix, No, XX.) 
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CHAP, his desk at the age of thirty, and dedicated his enormous 
fortune to raise an army which he offered to the King of 
Spain. Soon after the veteran bands of Flanders beheld 
with surprise the arrival of a reinforcement of nine 
thousand trained soldiers, equipped and commanded by 
an Italian merchant. But their surprise was still greater 
when they saw that very merchant, who had thoroughly 
studied the art of war and possessed a powerful intellect, 
succeeding where everyone else had failed, and giving to 
the Spanish army that able superintendence which since 
the days of Fam^se they had lacked. He had shown 
himself able, unsupported, to hold his ground against 
Maurice of Nassau and to raise the siege of Ostend. Now 
that he had been arrested in his victorious career by the 
truce which had just been concluded with Holland, he 
endured but impatiently the inaction to which he was 
reduced, and he would sooner have provoked than have 
lost an occasion of quarrel between France and Spain. 
Athirst for glory, and loving a severe struggle, he was 
eager to come to close quarters with that other great 
soldier who then governed France. He has also been 
accused of another motive. It has been supposed — and 
Henri IV. pretended to believe this — that the valiant 
Genoese had fallen in love with the Princesse de Cond^, 
and that he was ready to do anything to keep her in 
Brussels. Contemporary chroniclers attribute to the 
Princess such irresistible attractions that all who ap- 
proached her were fescinated by them. The Cardinal 
Bentivoglio describes the charms of that feir and lovely 
fia.ce^ with a deUght which might make one suspect 

^ < Era bianchiBaima, plena di gratia nogli oochi e nel yolto/ etc. (Benti- 
TOgliOf ' Relazione/ etc.) 
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that this worldly prelate himself had not escaped the *chap. 
common danger. As for the modest Archduke, he never » — r^ — ' 
dared to raise his eyes when he conversed with that *^^^ 
dangerous beauty.^ Was Spinola less reserved than the 
Archduke or more self-possessed than Bentivoglio? It 
signifies little. Whatever may have been his secret 
motive, the opinion of such a man could not but carry 
great weight, more especially when it was in accordance 
with honour and with the interests of the Spanish 
monarchy. The Archduke, notwithstanding his reluctance 
to enter once more into the embarrassments from which 
the truce with Holland had just delivered him, was 
compelled to acquiesce in that view. 

It was determined to invite Cond^ to Brussels, under Cond* 
the following pretext. Villeroy had expressed to the toBra^s^^ 
Flemish Ambassador in Paris, how greatly the King ri^L'S^re 
r^retted that Praslain had not been allowed to speak to ^^^^ 
his nephew. He felt convinced that an interview with 
the captain of the guards would have brought the Prince 
to the determination of returning at once to France. The 
ambassador having received from the King's own lips a 
confirmation of this language, this was made the pretext 
for recalling Cond^ into Flanders. Only the Archduke 
declined to write to him. This he left to Spinola and to 
the Spanish Ambassador, in order that he might make it 
clear that Cond^ was indebted to his CathoKc Majesty. 
A messenger took these letters to Cologne, and Cond6 
left immediately, arriving at Brussels on the twenty-first 
of December. 

All honours prescribed by Spanish etiquette were paid Sowow of 
to him. He was received with politeness by the Arch- ©ew ; hep 

^ Letters of Malherbe. 
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CHAP, dukes, with affection by his sister and brother-in-law, and 
with coldness by his wife. The Prince and Princess had 



reiatioM ncvcr shown much attachment for each other. It had 
JJI^^ been a marriage of duty. Cond^ was not of very 
tioMMd ^^1^^^^ temper. He was jealous, and if the Princess 
stem taken had douc nothing to encourage the overtures of the King, 
femiiy. we may suppose that she was not insensible to the ho- 
of the mage of so great a sovereign. Long afterwards, in her 
F^^ees old age, in retirement at Chantilly during the captivity 
ti^B in of her son, she recalled the memory of it, and spoke of it 
bri^about to Leuct with pride and emotion. When she had to 
ciUaSon Icavc Murct, she was unable to restrain her tears, and 
h^^d ^^<^ her alrival at Brussels she was oppressed with a 
ftSS^maro^ sadness little likely to be dissipated by the first commu- 
^^to^h**^^ nications with her family. Whether because they really 
handa of believed in her alleged ill-treatment by her husband, or, 
Spaniarda. as was morc hkcly, out of dishonourable servility to the 
King, all her relations affected to make loud complaints 
of the Prince, and the Conn^table, though not himself a 
very tender-hearted man, bemoaned himself over the 
sufferings of his daughter, and sighed after her return. 
He despatched to Brussels one of his relations, M. de 
Boutteville, whose name was destined to be rendered 
illustrious by a terrible catastrophe and by glorious ex- 
ploits.^ Boutteville presented a letter from the Conn^- 
table to the Archduke, begging his Highness to * grant 
his request,' and to send back his daughter.^ To the 
Princess herself he brought money and consolation ; but 

^ Louis de Montmorencj-Boutte- and his gTandaon became the Mai^- 

viUe, Vice-Admiral of France, who chal de Luxembourg, 

died in 1614. His son, Francois de » The Conn^table to the Arch- 

Montmoreucy-Boutteville, was be- duke, Dec. 12, 1609. (Archives of 

headed in Paris for duelling in 1627, Belgium.) 
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he was doubtless also charged with some message for her chap. 



1609 



from Hemi IV., who had' also employed other mediators. 
The Princess of Orange had not bpen able to close her 
house against the wife of the Ambassador of France, 
BrMart de Bemy ; this lady had often had access to the 
Princesse de Cond^," and continually spoke to her about 
the King, who had charged her *to assist her, and to 
furnish her with everything she required, only in such a 
manner that neither the Prince nor any of her own ladies 
should know anything of it.' ^ Cond^ was aware of all 
these intrigues, and he declined to receive Bemy. As 
for Boutteville, who had not expected to see him so 
soon, * he received no welcome ' from him, and hastened 
to Paris, where he was no better treated by the King ; 
for * great folks,' adds Malherbe, who wrote ftdl details 
of all this to his friend Peireso — * great folks approve of 
no course of conduct but according to its result.'* 

Nevertheless the Prince was unwilling to break with 
the Montmorencies. He addressed a few touching lines 
to the Conn^table, a long and friendly letter to De Thou, 
whose friendship was still true to him ; and, lastly, replied 
to his mother, who had written to him expressing her 
grief and advising him to submit. It was even said that 
the Princess, in her endeavours to gain the good-will of 
the King, had offered to go to Brussels and fetch back 
her son.' The Prince's reply was dignified and respectr- 
ful, although he did not withhold some indignation at his 

> Henri IV. to M. de Bemy. Un- » The friends of the Dowager- 
dated, but probably about the end of Princesse de Cond^ were almost 
1609. unanimous in blaming her son. (See 

' Letters of Malherbe. Boutte- the letter of the Dowager-Princess of 

ville to the secretary of the Conn^ Orange to the Duchesse de Thouars. 

table. Brussels, Dec. 23, 1600. (* Ar- Appendix, No. XXI.) 

chives de Cond6.') ^^ r^r^n]o 
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CHAP, mother's line of conduct. But he sent back, without 
II. 

reading it, a long epistle from Sully. It was a sort of 

manifesto, in very arrogant language, which Cond^ had 
already seen, Sully having for several days circulated 
copies of it all over Paris. The Prince declared that he 
would hold no sort of communication with *a man of 
that temper, whose ordinary custom is to insult every- 
body;'^ but he protested that he would receive with 
respect * the propositions that it might please his Majesty 
to make to him — ^remaining always his subject and 
humble servant.' It was to that effect that an explana- 
tory memorial was drawn up and sent by him to the 
ministers of the various foreign Courts present at Brussels, 
as also a letter to the Pope, in which he implored the 
protection of his HoUness. Bentivoglio, the Nuncio, in 
conformity with instructions from Home, now offered 
him his good oflSces in order to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion with the King, The Archduke did the same ; he 
was afraid of difficulties, and had no confidence in the 
constancy of French character. He felt persuaded that 
Gondii would decide to return to France just as easily 
and just as precipitately as he had decided to leave it. 
He therefore wished to avoid making any engagement 
with him, and pressed him hard to yield. Henri IV. 
knew this, and thanked him ' for the trouble that he had 
taken with his nephew to make him a man of sense.' * 
The agents of his Catholic Majesty themselves set to 
work to bring parties together, and made a parade of 
their concihatory disposition, while in reality charmed to 

» Sully to Cond6, Dec. 0, 1609. Dupuy.) 
Cond^ to his mother, Dec. 20, 1009. « Henri IV. to the Archduke, 
(Bibliothe ue imp^riale. Collection January 1610. 
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see the prolongation of a situation which they knew to chap. 
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be embarrassing for Henri IV., for they feared his power, 
and dared not risk an open rupture with him. The 
Marquis of Guadalete, on his way from Brussels to 
Madrid, would not pass through Paris without paying his 
respects to the King, to whom he had already been 
presented. During the audience, Henri IV. told him that 
if Conde was not sent back immediately, he would look 
upon the refusal to give him up as one of the most serious 
agravios that he could receive, and he employed the 
Spanish term in order to express himself the more plainly. 
The Marquis bowed, and replied by a Spanish proverb to 
the following effect: *To him who understands, few 
words are necessary ; * and he then proceeded to enlarge 
upon the ridiculous behaviour of Cond^ at Brussels, ac- 
cusing him of haunting the lowest taverns arm-in-arm 
with his own grooms, and talking nonsense about the 
great things that he would some day do in France. 
Such at least was the King's version of Guadalete's con- 
versation ; but everybody knew, adds the anonymous 
historian from whom we have taken these details,^ that 
' if his Majesty heard a story at the mouth of anyone, he 
never failed to improve it in the repetition.' And yet 
there must have been some truth in Henri IV.'s report, 
and there certainly was at that time in the minds of 
certain Spanish ministers a reaction not favourable to 
Cond^. Accordingly, they pressed him to suggest himself 
the terms of some arrangement. But they could get no 
definite answer from the Prince. His anxious and hesi- 
tating mind would not allow him to attach himself to 
any party. At one time he declared that he would never 

' Anonymous Italian narrative. Archives de Condd.') r^^^^i^ 
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return to France as long as the present King lived ; ^ at 
another he expressed himself ready to return if he were 
guaranteed a place of safety in his viceroyalty of 
Guyenne. A proposal founded on the latter scheme was 
placed before the King, and at once expUcitly rejected. 
He would not hear any more of places of security. Of 
all the concessions extorted from the feebleness of the 
later Valois, none had given more trouble and had been 
more finiitful of abuses than guarantees of this kind. 
Henri IV. had long declined to leave to the Protestants, 
notwithstanding their earnest soKcitations,* the cities 
which they already possessed. And certainly Cond^ was 
not in a position to obtain from the King that which had 
only been granted to the Keformed party in compliance 
with long prescriptive usage — and then only as a tem- 
porary measure and with restrictions. Moreover, the 
King declared that he insisted upon his immediate and 
unconditional return, promising him only a firee pardon. 

This reply quite overwhelmed Condd Spinola, who 
had never ceased to surround him with attentions, and 
who had already gained considerable ascendancy over 
his mind, profited by his present temper of mind to in- 
duce him to make a direct appeal for the protection of 
the King of Spain. The Council of State at Madrid gave 
a unanimous deliverance in favour of this demand.' All 
that had been already done at Brussels with the real 
purpose of magnifying and embittering the affair, but 
without an open rupture with France, and with the 

* The Archduke Leopold to the precedent of former reigns, he re- 

King of Spain. Spnola to the same, plied, * My predecessors feared you 

Dec. 1609 and Jan. 1610. (Siman- and did not love you; I love you and 

cas Papers. Appendix, No. XX.) do not fear you.' 

^ When the latter appealed to the > Simancas Papen^ j 
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seeming purpose of arranging a reconciliation, was ap- ^^^^• 
proved. His Catholic Majesty charged his ambassador 
in Paris — Don Innigo de Cardenas — to inform the Most 
Christian King that he had taken the Prince de Cond^ 
under his protection. 'You will tell that King,' con- 
tinued the despatch, * that I do so because the Prince is 
my blood relation ; my object is to act as a mediator in 
the matter, and to contribute all in my power towards 
the repose and happiness of the Most Christian Xing. 
If I were to act otherwise, I should be untrue to those 
sentiments of love and brotherhood which unite me to 
him.' ^ The remainder of the despatch, which was ad- 
dressed to the ambassador alone, left no doubt as to the 
far from brotherly sentiments which actuated his Catholic 
Majesty towards Henri IV. At the same moment, Philip 
nX himself wrote to Cond^ to assure him of his sympathy, 
and to accredit to him one of his Council of War, the 
Count d'Aiiovar, who was specially charged to watch 
over the interests of the Prince.^ On the other hand, 
Cond^ undertook not to treat without the concurrence of 
the Court of Madrid.* This was the first step in a path 
in which it is ever difficult to stop. 

About the same period — the end of January 1610 — 
there arrived at Brussels an ambassador extraordinary 
from Henri IV. It had been known for some time in 
Paris that the King intended to send to Belgium one of 
the great personages of his Court, who was in a position 
at once to support with authority his demand from the 
Archdukes, and to treat directly with the Prince de 

1 The King of Spain to Don * The King of Spain to the Prince 

Innigo de Cardenae, Jan. 22, 1610. de Cond^; .Tan. 26, 1610. (Biblio- 

(Simancas Papers. Appendix. No. th^ue imp^riale.) 

XX.) ^ ; » Poem by Virey. 
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CHAP. Condo. The friends of the latter, and even the relations 
JL . . . 

of the Princess, would have desired that this mission 

should be confided to the Due de Bouillon, who possessed 
the confidence of both husband and wife. But the King 
would not hear of this, and seemed to think of sending 
the Pr&ident Jeannin. At the very mention of his name, 
the Prince's iiiends exclaimed loudly. The President 
Jeannin — the very man who had gone to fetch the 
Marshal de Biron ! Henri IV. did not insist, and ap- 
pointed the Marquis de Coeuvres,* who left immediately. 
He was a man of energetic and unscrupidous character, 
a great favourite with the King, who loved him above all 
as the brother of her whom he never ceased to regret — 
the charming Gabrielle. CJceuvres, moreover, had been 
very intimate with Cond(5, who had hastened to write to 
him, as to one of his surest friends, after his return from 
Cologne.^ But he seemed quite to have forgotten his 
old relations with the Prince, and, during his stay at 
Brussels, he displayed only a blind and absolute devotion 
to the will and passions of Henri IV. Immediately on 
his arrival he renewed the recent declaration of the King, 
and added, not without causing to the Flemings consider- 
able surprise and displeasure, that if M. le Prince would 
not submit, the King took for granted that he should im- 
mediately be compelled to quit Flanders, and that the 
Princess should be sent home to her father. It was, he said, 
under these conditions that the Prince had been recalled 
to Brussels— a statement which the Archduke absolutely 
denied. The Prince of Orange now wished to interpose 
to procure a compromise. Having first obtained the 

* Fran^oiG-Annibal d'Eatr^s, Mar- of France ; bom in 1673, died 1670. 
quia de Cceuyres, afterwards Marshal « Letters of Malherbe. 
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consent of his brother-in-law, he proposed that the King chap. 



1610 



should name a city, either in Italy or in Germany, to 
which Cond(^ might withdraw, and where he might 
receive the arrears of his allowance. Cceuvres refused to 
submit this proposition to the King. It was then pre- 
sented to him by Pecquius, Flemish Ambassador in Paris. 

Henri IV. gave audience to this envoy on the third of steps, di- 

rect and 

February. He commenced by declaring that he would indirect, of 
grant his nephew neither allowance nor pardon, as long in orde/to 
as he remained out of France. He then repeatedly ^d^n^fmi- 
attempted to prove that the Archduke had promised to coupt of 
expel the refugee if he did not submit. But Pecquius ^"*^^"- 
perceived the snare, and all the cleverness of the King 
could not ' draw him into the n.t,nor make him give any 
definite promise.' Changing his ground, the King then 
began to complain bitterly of the conduct of the Govern- 
ment and of the Spanish agents, who allowed themselves 
to use language most injurious to him, and never ceased 
to give to Cond^ not only encouragement but subsidies 
of money. At length, after allusion to certain pretended 
manoeuvres which had in view the raising of the Huguenots 
in arms, he closed the interview by trying to impress 
upon Pecquius that the proceedings of Spain would 
surely bring down a great storm upon the heads of the 
peace-loving Archdukes.^ 

No means were left untried in order to intimidate or 
agitate the little Court of Brussels and their ambassador 
at Paris. After the King had spoken and threatened, 
he despatched the Conn^table, who in tears related to 

^ Pecquius to the Archduke Albert, Feb. 4, 1610. (Archives of Belgium. 
Appendix, No. XIX.) 
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CHAP. Pecquius that M. le Prince was illtreating his daughter 
and 'upbraided her because she did not pay sufficient 
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court to Spinola ; * that Eochefort, * entering the chamber 
of the Princess, where was also the Princess of Orange, had 
in their presence, and to thdr great dismay, proceeded to 
fire some pistols which he keeps in his pockets, and 
declared that they were for whoever should illtreat his 
master.' ^ To the lamentations of Montmorency succeeded 
those of Madame d'Angoul6me, the exhortations of the 
King's ministers and those — ^less expected — of his con- 
fessor. For even the P^re Cotton came in person, not 
without some embarrassment and many apologies, to 
beseech Pecquius to mediate and to soften down matters 
for the good of Christendom.* The Pope also was 
strongly pressed to hasten the return to France of Cond6 
and his wife, if he wished to preserve the peace of the 
world.* 
Secret Notwithstanding the number and the activity of the 

the Hftr- measures he took, Henri IV. doubtless did not deceive 
€^uvn»; himsclf as to the probability of success. It even seems 
Jilted to as if the official mission of Coeuvres had been merely 
JS^^n. designed as a cloak for another — a secret and yet more 
serious one — ^which had for its object to carry off the 
Princesse de Cond^. It was believed in Paris that 
Charlotte de Montmorency would not make much re- 
sistance. Intrigues of every kind, which had for their 
object to draw her more and more away from her 
husband, had never ceased. Madame de Bemy, kept at 
a distance, through the vigilance of the Prince, was not 

iPeoquiua to the Archduke Albert, King of Spain, Jan. 37, 1610. 

Feb. 10, 1610. (Archives of Belgium. (Simancas Papers.) 

Append^, No. XIX.) ' Simancas Papers, and also Cor- 

' Don Innigo de Cardenas to the respondence of Pecquius, pasnm. 
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allowed to see the Princess any more. But the two chap. 
ladies who had never left her since her departure from 



Muret had been bribed.* A secretary of the Conn^table, ^^^^ 
Girard, had been continually going to and fro between 
Paris, Ohantilly, and Brussels, carrying letters, advices, 
and instructions. The King was the life and soul of these 
manoeuvres. The whole of the Princess's family were 
privy to them. She was daily getting more and more 
weary of her dull life at Brussels, where no single amuse- 
ment or distraction broke the monotony of her strict 
surveillance. Lonely, separated from her relations, and 
particularly from her aunt, Madame d'Angoulfime, who 
had been like a second mother to her, and whose care she 
repaid with ardent affection, she regretted her native 
country, her family, her beautiful home at Chantilly, and 
the brilliant Court of France, where she had appeared but 
for a brief moment. She still hesitated, restrained by the 
bonds of duty and honour, but she was already wavering, 
and not wholly disinclined to submit to compulsion. 

A letter from Paris roused the watchfulness of the vireydis- 
Prince's servants. Upon a warning from De Thou, given S^If^ of^ 
with all the caution which his position and character a^^U 
necessitated, Harlay de Beaumont wrote to Virey, stating dewund"- 
that a projected pilgrimage to the environs of Brussels for s^noia\) 
Candlemas Day was to be the pretext for the abduction. ^^°"^" 
The pilgrimage was countermanded, and Virey redoubled ^^^^^ 
his vigilance. His heart, however, was filled with un- jj^* ^f 

^ Feb. 13, 

easiness and sorrow ; he had been informed that his wife i^i<>* 
had been arrested, conducted to the Conciergerie, and 

' ' Assemes Chasteauyert et FiU- Fontenaj-Mareuil; Bentiyoglio^'Re- 

pote que je ne les abaodonne point.' lazione della fuga del prindpe di 

(Henri IV. to M. de Preaulx, end of Conde/ etc. 
February 1610.) Of, < Mtooires ' of "" r^^^^T^ 
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CHAP, incarcerated with women of bad character ; it was added 
II. 

' that his son, only nine years old, had ako been cast into 

prison. Means were thus discovered of exaggerating the 
King's conduct, which was hard and unjust enough. 
Virey's wife had never been imprisoned, but merely 
taken before the grand provost of the h6tel, then sent to 
Chalons, to her father, who was to be answerable for her 
conduct. His son had been confided to one of his friends, 
named DoU^, who had promised to keep him at his own 
house. These rigorous proceedings served only to double 
the activity of the brave and faithful secretary. He 
dogged the footsteps of Girard, and was for ever on the 
watch. Soon after, one of the agents whom he had been 
compelled to secure as his assistant in this surveillance, a 
certain Sieur de Vallobre, a gentleman of Avignon who 
lived at Brussels, formerly a page of the Connetable's, a 
thorough ruffian, who had been obliged to leave France 
to escape a criminal prosecution, informed him that the 
Marquis de CoBUvres had just engaged his services. The 
information which the Marquis had asked him concerning 
the state of the country and the town, and the instructions 
that he had received from him, left him in no doubt that 
a coup de main was in preparation. Spinola alone was 
warned by Virey, and by his advice Vallobre attached 
himself more and more closely to the service of Coeuvres. 
It was discovered that a hole wa3 to be pierced through 
the city walls, that men were being enrolled, and that 
horses were being bought up, and even that communi- 
cations had been opened with some of the Archduke's 
own body-guard. Vardes, Governor of La Capelle, had 
just arrived at Brussels, with a lieutenant of the Due de 
Venddme's company. He had been called thither, he 
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said, by his private affairs ; but it was held certain that chap. 
his mission was to conduct the Princess to his viceroy- ^- — - — ' 
alty.i The danger was becommg imminent. The Arch- Febri^ry. 
duke had to be warned. As for Cond6, in order not to 
raise an explosion, the scheme was only partly revealed 
to him. AU that was done was merely to arouse in him 
some vague suspicions, sufficient to induce him to de- 
mand that his wife should become an inmate of the 
archducal palace. This was granted at once, as had 
been agreed upon. 

All the plans of the French Ambassador were frustrated 
by this. But he could find no excuse for opposing it. He 
could only try to delay this change of abode, and thus 
gain time for completing his preparations. This was the 
expedient he adopted. The ladies of the Princess were 
devoted to him ; they suggested to their mistress to make 
a request to Spinola which was extremely natural, and 
which it was thought the polite Marquis could not possibly 
refuse her. She begged Spinola to allow her what was 
called 'les violons' — that is, a ball in the palace she was 
now inhabiting. A delay of a few days would doubtless 
be necessary to prepare for this f§te, and so the stay of 
the Princess in the h6tel of the Prince of Orange would 
be thus much prolonged. For amusements of this sort 
were prohibited by etiquette from being held in the arch- 
ducal palace. Spinola saw the trap, and found an excuse 
for refusing. Cceuvres therefore decided to make the 
attempt at once. The fourteenth of February being the 
day fixed for the entry of the Princess into the palace, he 
laid his plans for carrying her off on the night of the 

* Poem by Virey. Pecqiiius to cMves of Belgium. Appendix, No. 
the Archduke, Feb. 18, 1610. (Ar- XIX.) 
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CHAP, thirteenth . Spinola was informed only a few hours before, 

'— ^ — ' and, this time, everything had to be disclosed to Cond^. 

FetaiMy. ^ was expected, he was unable to master his emotion. 
Not content with demanding a guard from the Archduke, 
he filled the palace with his complaints, and ran about 
the city in a state of distraction, imploring the aid of 
every passer-by. The Prince of Orange, not less exas- 
perated, summoned his friends to arms, and wished to 
* seize and kill the whole crew.' Night came on. Sol- 
diers were shouting loudly to one another. Detachments 
of cavalry scoured the streets, preceded by torch-bearers. 
Bound the palace and the hdtel of the Prince of Orange 
guards were stationed and fires hghted. All Brussels was 
in a^tation, and it began to be reported that the King of 
France was at the gates. 

Formal It is said that the Marquis de Coeuvres was only just in 

ultimatum -^ . . 

addieasod time to cscapc from the chamber of the Princess, into 

to Coude 

by the which he had already forced himself. But as no proof 
Ambae- of his intention could be found, he determined to deny 
everything, and he was very clever at dissimulation. 
Early next morning he presented himself at the palace of 
the Archduke to complain of the insult that had been 
put upon the £ing, his master, and of the calumnies that 
had been circulated concerning himself. The Archduke 
rephed, very quietly, that he had given no credence to 
the reports that had been circiilated, but that he could 
not refuse the pressing demand of Cond^ for a guard. 
From the palace the ambassador repaired to the H6tel 
d'Orange, to accomphsh the act that was to end his mis- 
sion. There, with much solemnity, accompanied by the 
Sieur de Bemy, Ambassador of the King at the Court of 
their Eoyal Highnesses of Flanders, by the Sieur de 



fiador. 
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Preaulx, Counsellor of Parliament, and by Manicamp, chap. 
Gtovemor of La Fere, he delivered to the Prince de Cond6 



a formal indictment, declaring him guilty of high treason Feb/i4. 
unless he submitted immediately to the King. He then 
retired, leaving with the Prince an official copy of the in- 
dictment. The Prince at once took up the pen to reply. 
He wrote that he was always ready to obey the King's 
commands as long as he had the security necessary for 
his own honour, adding that he was incapable of ever 
undertaking anything against the interests of his Majesty. 
This declaration was reduced to legal form by a notary, 
who delivered it to the ambassador. Cceuvres, in a fit of 
absence, took it without saying anything, but immediately 
upon glancing at it, he ran after the lawyer and compelled 
him to take it back, threatening him with his sword. A 
deed setting forth this refiisal was drawn up.^ 

After this scene, Cond^ feared, or feigned to fear, that Cond^de- 
his sojourn at Brussels was no longer safe, and left him too qui? 
much exposed to the consequences of the King's anger. ^^'' 
Already Virey and Qirard had come to blows, and the J^of^Wa 
comptroller of the household of the Prince of Orange, a ^^j^*^***® 
man named Charbonne, either bribed or fiightened, had f^^^'.^ 
left to return to France. Moreover, the position of Cond6 ^}f»goiae on 

^ the 2l8t of 

at the Court of the Archdukes was becoming almost FebmaiT, 

. andreaches 

ridiculous since the scandal of the attempted abduction. Milan on 
Many persons, doubtless erroneously, suspected the lady March, 
herself of having been an accomplice in it. He decided 
on quitting Brussels, leaving the Princess to the care of 
the Archdukes, who swore to him that she should not 
leave their palace without his consent. This point once 

* 'Executed in presence of us, tabellion/ (Contemporary copy. 
Michel Nonrnsseur, notary and ' Archives de Cond^.') r^^^^^T^ 
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CHAP, decided, it now became a question whither he should go. 
^ — ^ — ' England and Holland were both closed to him by reason 
February. ^^ ^^^^ intimate alliance with Henri IV. Germany did 
not offer any very sure refuge. There only remained the 
states of the King of Spain. Living at Madrid would 
seem to compromise him too much. So he selected Milan. 
It was impossible to wait for the permission of PhiUp IH., 
but the tone of the letters received firom Madrid, the atti- 
tude assumed at Paris by the Spanish Ambassador, and at 
Brussels by the Spanish ministers, left no doubt that per- 
mission would be at once cordially granted. It was re- 
solved that the journey should be accomplished with all 
possible secrecy. The Archduke, Spinola, and the Count 
of Anovar, who had been specially accredited to Condd 
by the King of Spain, were the only persons taken into 
confidence. The Prince's suite was to consist of three 
persons, Eochefort, Virey, and one of Spinola's officers, 
named Fritima, who had travelled a great deal, spoke 
several languages, and was to act as guide and interpreter. 
Cond6 was anxious also to take his master of hounds, 
Toiras, an intrepid, robust, and indefatigable man, whom 
he had known since infancy (he had been his page), and 
who had very resolutely joined him in his flight fix)m 
France. But a grave misunderstanding having arisen 
between him and Eochefort, whom it was impossible to 
sacrifice after the proofs he had given of his devotion, 
Toiras was reluctantly sent away to France by the Prince 
on some pretext. The favour which was shown to him 
by Henri IV. in the later months of his life has led to the 
suspicion that when at Brussels he was the King's spy. 
But we may be permitted to think that the King's good 
graces had been won by the military qualities which he 
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had already displayed (he had fought in Holland), and chap. 
which later on procured him the Mar^chal's Mton/ — ^^' 



and perhaps a little also to his great knowledge of sport ; ^J^^^ 
for Henri IV. passed among his contemporaries not only 
for the most powerfiil King, but for the best sportsman in 
the world.^ 

All these decisions were arrived at veiy suddenly. On 
the twenty-first of February Cond^ secretly left the pa- 
lace^ and took refuge in a private house, where the final 
preparations for his departure took place. During the 
night, he left Brussels with his three companions, dressed, 
like himself, as Walloon peasants. A thick fall of snow, 
which obliterated their horses' tracks, favoured their 
flight. The journey was long and hard ; the season was in- 
clement, the stages long, and the lodging bad. All, never- 
theless, passed off without misadventure. The incognito 
was well sustained throughout. Only once, in the middle 
of the Alps, the Prince was recognized by a Dutch 
merchant, whom the impetuous Virey wished to throw 
over a precipice. Nothing came of this incident, and on 
the thirty-first of March Cond6 entered the Ch&teau of 
Milan. 

^ J. du Caylard de Saint-Bonnet, this fortunate capture ; ' and the 

Seigneur de ToiiaS; bom 1586;. be- next day, at his first audience, 

came Mardchal de France 1680 ; James I., returning to the subject of 

died 1636. the stag's capture, said, as Sully tells 

* On Sully's arrival in England as us, < that he did not attribute it to 

Ambassador Extraordinary, after the myself, M. de Hosny, who am but a 

death of Elizabeth, James I. sent poor sportsman, but in my character 

him at once half a stag, the first he of ambassador of the greatest King 

had killed since his accession to the and the mightiest hunter in the 

throne, ' rightly j udging/ wrote Sully world.' 

to Henri IV., 'that your Majesty A. propos of Henri IV. 's love of 

was the Prince of hunters, since tlie the chase, the following anecdote is 

mere presence in this realm of your characteristic of the strange contrasts 

representative had been the cause of and peculiarities of the age. At the t 
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CHAP. He received there a welcome the solemnity and bril- 
liancy of which had evidently been prearranged. The 



1610 



Spanish Gbvemment^ which hitherto had appeared re- 
Attitude solved to maintain at least the semblance of moderate and 
referenceto coHciliatoiy mcasurcs towards Henri IV., had changed its 
Henri IV. first determination. On the thirteenth of February, the 
Council of State of Madrid had held a long consultation 
over the affairs of the Prince de Cond^ Misled by the 
passionate reports of the ambassador, Innigo de Cardenas, 
calling up the recollections of the Conn^table de Bourbon, 
hoping against all appearances that the Huguenots, and 
even Montmorency himself, would espouse the cause of 
the fiigitive Prince ; finding it, moreover, convenient to 
cause as much anxiety and embarrassment as possible to 
the Eng of France, who had himself never been indis- 
posed to create a thousand difficulties for Spain; the 
Council had insisted upon the abandonment of all attempts 
at bringing about a reconciliation between Henri IV. and 
his nephew, in order that the latter might be withdrawn 
from Flanders and taken to Milan, in fact materially 
assisted by his Catholic Majesty. If the King of France, 
added the Council, was determined to make war on so 
unjust a pretext, everybody, even his own subjects, would 
be against him, and his fall would be certain.* Orders in 
conformity with this decision were despatched on all 

height of the dyil war, in April most of my people are ill.' This 
16^, the King, bitterly hated as he letter, says a contemporary narratiye, 
was, took it into his head, in default was shown ' to M. de Guise^ who 
of huntsmen of his own, to apply to gave him leave to go, because the 
one of his enemies, inviting him to B^amais was such a good sports- 
come and hunt with him, and wrote man ; ' and Vitry went to Trye with 
to one of the League, M. de Vitiy : his hounds. 

^ On the receipt of this, do not fail to ' Simancas Papera. (Appendix, 

come and join me in a stag-hunt ; for No. XX.) 
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sides. The Count Fuentes, Governor of Milan, had just chap. 
received a copy of them when Cond^ arrived there. 

The first news which the Prince received from Flanders 
informed him that the Marquis de Cceuvres had left 
Brussels almost at the same time as himself. Henri IV. 
had exhibited to his complacent ambassador but little 
satisfaction with his conduct, and had even, it is said, 
called him a fool on his return home. * Nimirumy adds 
an observer — an unfriendly one, it is true,^ — ' quia raptus 
HelenoB non successiV In truth, the genuineness of the 
scheme for abduction was placed beyond doubt. Brftlart 
de Bemy made no secret of it, although he pretended 
that he had no part in it,^ and it was discovered that the 
Princess's maid had already the night before carried her 
mistress's clothes to the French Embassy.^ But the ill- 
success of this enterprise did not discourage Henri IV. 
Scarcely had it failed before he set on foot other mea- 
sures, and the docile Connetable renewed his entreaties 
to the Archdukes. 

At first Montmorency complained bitterly of the mode TheConnA- 
in which his daughter liad been treated in the palace, claims his 
She had been deprived of the two female attendants whom Miifiorof 
she had brought with her from France, and the sister of ^^ of 
Kermann (the comptroller of the house to the Prince of duk^r * 
Orange) had been imposed upon her, although her 
services were distasteful to the Princess. Added to 
which she was compelled against her will to receive the 
visits of Spinola ' the " Genoese " — as the Connetable dis- 

* Pecquius. Letter of March 1, March 10, 1610. Ibidem, (Ap- 

1610, to the secretary Praets. Ar- pendix, No. XIX.) 

chives of Belgium. (Appendix, No. ' The Archdukes to Pecquius, 

XIX.) Feh. 28, 1610. Ibidem, (Appendix,, 

' Pecquius to the Archduke, No. XIX.) 
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CHAP dainfiilly termed him,' which was notbefittii^, and which 
gave rise to many remarks. The Archdukes replied that 
^ neither the Marquis nor anyone else should have access 
to the Princess' or acquaintance with her. They con- 
sented to withdraw Kermann's sister, but declined to let 
her have back the two Frenchwomen^ as they were in a 
position to prove their treachery. Madame d'Angouleme 
then proposed to send from Paris some young ladies who 
would be suitable companions for her niece. This was 
also refused. Their Highnesses of Flanders,, suspecting 
that the King would have some voice in the selection 
made by Madame d'Angoul^me, founded their refusal on 
the etiquette of the palace.^ As to the main point — the 
alleged captivity oi the Princess, the soUcitations were no 
less earnest. The Conn^table kept besieging the Arch- 
dukes and their ambassadors with appeals both verbal 
and written. 

At the same time this crafty old man conducted him- 
self in this matter precisely as he had formerly con- 
ducted himself in the civil wars, and while he was reite- 
rating in public his lamentations over the misfortunes of 
his daughter, he privately assured Pecquius that he would 
much rather she stayed with the Infanta than that she 
should return to his own home.* On another occasion 
he owned to Innigo de Cardenas that his honour would 
be safe if the King of Spain would maintain the traditional 
policy of his ancestors.* Henri IV., who was quite agr 
shrewd as Montmorency, had seen through his double 

»Letter8ofPecquiu8ofF«b. 23;of 23. IhidenL (Appendix, No. XIX.) 

the Archdukes of Feb. 28 and March ' Don Innigo to the King of Spain^ 

9. Archives of Belgium. (Appen- April 6, 1610. Simfmcas Papers. 

dix, No. XIX.) (Appendix, No. XIX.) 

■ Tecqnius to the Archduke, Feb. 
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game, and wrote that ' his old friend was somewhat un- chap. 
seasonably cold ; ' * but,' he added, * my fire has thawed — r^ — ' 
him.' ^ In short, the official steps taken by the family ^^^^ 
were all that the King desired, and none of these were 
refiised him. The most important which he obtained 
was the formal mission of Preaulx* 

Charles de I'Aubespine, Abb6 de Preaulx^ and Coun- 
cillor of the Parliament, was an able lawyer, at once 
insinuating and resolute, prepared for any mode of pro- 
ceeding that would answer his end, and destined to rise 
to the highest dignity.^ He had already been despatched 
on several occasions to Brussels. Quite recently he had 
accompanied the Marquis de Coeuvres there, and it was 
beheved that he was one of the chief organizers of the 
attempted abduction. This time he was to act in a kind 
of unofficial character, as a lawyer defending a father who 
demanded the extradition of his daughter. Furnished 
with the* requisite powers from the Conn^table and 
Madame d'AngoulSme,* he appeared before the Arch- 
dukes, rieminded them of the notorious violence which, 
he alleged, M. the Prince had used towards his wife, the. 
mode in which he had carried her off from France ; 
dwelt upon the injustice of the captivity in which he now 
held her; and even dropped a hint that the marriage 
had never been consummated. All these considerations 
seemed to justify a demand for a divorce, and nowhere, 
he said, could the Princess be better placed, to carry out 
this intention, than under the roof of her parents. The . 

» Henri IV. to M. de Preaulx, Keeper of the Privy Seal. We shall 

about the 20th of February, 1610. hear more of him hereafter. 

* He is better known under the ' Original| b. d. Archives of Bel- 
name of Ohd.teauneuf, which he bore g^um. 
later on. He subsequenUy became 
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OHAP. Archdukes replied that it was not their business to en- 
quire into the wrongs of the Princess. She had entered 



^®^^ their palace by her own free-will, and with the consent 
of the Marquis de Coeuvres. She would not be allowed 
to leave without her husband's consent The Archdukes 
had formally promised him this. At the same time, if it 
appeared necessary that she should remove ekewhere 
during the trial for divorce, they were ready to submit 
the question to the decision of the Pope, 
Petition of This affair was beginning to cause great embarrassment 
cess for to the little Court of Brussels. To the urgent and quasi- 
tion. judicial solicitations of Preaulx the Princess joined her 
me^ures own entreaties. Her husband's absence, the tediousness 
the Kii4 ^^d monotony of her mode of life, and the advice of her 
thlA^- family had combined to overmaster her scruples, and 
it^i^"* she went so far as to sign a very strong petition, which 
thatte ^^® herself, with a certain degree of formahty, presented 
wui s^nd in person to the Archdukes, in presence of two witnesses, 
vahury who wcrc uo Other than Preaulx and Bemy.^ In this 
petition, after thanking their Highnesses ' for their treat- 
ment of her since the time that they had taken her into 
their palace,' she declared that she would nevertheless 
* have grave cause of complaint if they did not allow her 
to withdraw to the society of those to whom she was so 
nearly related.' It was upon condition of being allowed 
this freedom tliat she had entered the palace. * Now that 
she had deliberately determined to set forth plainly, and 
without longer forbearance, the complaints which her 
modesty and other strong considerations had hitherto pre- 
vented her from revealing, intending to prosecute a divorce. 

1 The Archduke to the Prince de spatched, May 14, 1610. (Archives 
Condd. Draft of a letter never de- of Bel|pum.) 
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from the Prince her husband, she besought their High- c^p. 
nesses to reflect that, considering her rank and her inno- 
cency of life, she could not be kept in her present position 
against her will without great injury to herself and to her 
relations, to whom she would have recourse for protection, 
as well as to other quarters whence she might obtain 
some alleviation of her suffering.' ^ This plainly meant 
the King. The Princess, in short, was no longer influenced 
by anyone but Preaulx, who remitted to her letters 
from Henri IV. couched in the most passionate terms ; 
and it is even said that he was entrusted with the replies 
of the * bd ange ' to her ' cher chevalier.' The King 
even made the strangely exacting request that Marie de 
M^icis would actually herself address a petition to the 
Infanta Isabella, in favour of the fair captive. But the 
Queen declined, pretending that it would be unseemly to 
expose her to a refiisal. Henri IV. did not insist, but he 
did not conceal his dissatisfaction.* 

Soon afterwards, no longer able to contain himself, he 
resolved to write in pressing terms to the Infanta and the 
Archduke,* * to assist his sister the Duchesse d'Angouleme 
and his cousin the Due de Montmorency in their en- 
deavours,' reminding them of * the innocence of her for 
whom they were appealing, and the unworthy treatment 
that she had received and doubtless would still receive at 
the hands of her husband,' begging * affectionately ' the 
Princess to deliver her grief-stricken parents ' from the 
anxiety in which they were living.' A fresh pretext had 
been found in support of these petitions. Marie de 

* Original, 8. d. Archives of Bel- Siinancas Papers. ( Appendix; No. 

giuni. XX.) 

' Don Innigo de Cardenas to the * April 19, 1610. 

King of Spain, March 27, 1610. Di,«zedb,GoOgle 
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CHAP. M^dicis was about to be crowned, and it was impossible 
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that they could prevent a Princess of the Blood from 
fulfilling her duty of being present at the ceremony. 
Finally, this demand was backed by menaces. Villeroy, 
who hitherto had always reassured Pecquius when he 
was becoming alarmed at the whims of Henri IV., re- 
minding him that his master was * quick with words, but 
slow with deeds,' ^ now spoke in quite a different strain. 
* The King,' said he, * was seriously and justly irritated at 
the scene that took place in Brussels on the night of the 
thirteenth of February. Simply because the governor of 
an ancient frontier town (Vardes) had visited the city on 
his own private affairs, all the troops had been set in 
motion. The Count d'Anovar had run to and fro through 
the streets, sounding the alarm ; and the next day there 
were only eighteen Frenchmen to be found in Brussels. 
All this hubbub, it was well known, was the work of 
Spinola, who wanted to play the soldier (sic) ; but the 
Archdukes had made themselves his accomplices. The 
King had received a serious insult, and he was quite 
entitled to demand satisfaction.' * The gravity of these 
speeches was enhanced by the great warlike prepara- 
tions that were going on in France. There were not 
wanting those who gave out that the abduction of the 
Princess was the object of these formidable preparations. 
Henri IV., they insisted, had 'promised his compere^ 

^ Pecquius to the Archduke Al« uaed the same language as ViUeioy. 

belt, Feb. 4, 1610. Archivea of Bel* (See Appendix, No. XIX.) 

gium. (Appendix, No. XIX.) « Catnphre « ' old friend.' The 

> Seyend despatches (abridged) literal meaning is fellow-sponaor at 

of Pecquius, dated Februaiy and a baptism. It was the nickname 

March 1010. Ibidem. The Chan- given to Montmorencj bj Henri IV. 
cellor and the President Jeannin 
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to lend him his army to help him to get back his chaK 
daughter/ ^ ^ — ^ — ' 

If Malherbe and his verses are to be believed, there is ^ ^^}^ 
BO doubt that love was the only motive of Henri IV. : versos by 

Malherbe, 

Mon soin n'eet point de fmre Notwith- 

Enl'aatreM«u.phft,, ^^^ 

Voir mes actes guerriers, to the con- 

Kt jusqu'aax burda de Vonde trary, the 

Ou finit le monde 1^8^° of 

Ai^utftir dea lauriera. j^ \^^ 

_ _ „ . demoD- 

Deux beaux yeox aont iempire strative 

Pour qui je soupire \ than pro- 

Sana eux rien na m'eat dooz ; ^^"^^^ 

Doxmez-moi cette joye 

Que je lea revoye, 
Je aula IHeu oomme ymia.* 

And indeed more serious evidence seems to bear out 
the poetical assertions of Malherbe. In the despatches 
addressed by the Flemish and Spanish Ambassadors to 
their respective governments, the passion of the King of 
France for the Princesse de Cond^ holds the first place. 
The envoy of his Catholic Majesty especially, Don Innigo 
de Cardenas, expected every day to behold Henri IV. 
marching on Brussels at the head of a large cavalry force. 
According to him, the kingdom was turned upside down 
by this passion. The Huguenots were about to rise. 
The whole of France was disgusted. The Queen had 
decided to head the malcontents. He describes Henri TV. 
as a madman, ready to sacrifice even his crown to his 
passion, deprived alike of reason and of sleep, calling out 
the name of his beloved all night long, spending whole 

* ' Jjeftera ' of Malberbe. The varioua ocmvenationa, oonfinned the 

aame en d^ \a uaed by Pecquiua to truth of thia report 

the aecretary Praeta (March 16, > Malherbe'a ' Po^iea/ voL iL 

1610 ; Archivee of Belgium ; Ap- p. 22. (Barbou edition.) 
pendix, No. XIX.); and the King, in 
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^^' days in conversation about her with the comptroller who 
had just left C!onde.^ 

The King himself pretended to be engrossed and 
undone by his passion. ^ I am so worn out by these 
pangs/ he wrote to Preaulx, * that I am only skin and 
bone. Everything dissatisfies me. I avoid company, 
and if, in order to observe the usages of society, I allow 
myself to be drawn into some assemblies, instead of 
giving me pleasure, they completely kill me.' It was this 
simulated state of prostration which Malherbe celebrated 
in the following lines, perhaps the most charming which 
he wrote in connection with this miserable amour : — 

AiDsi le grand Alcandre, aux campagnea de Seine, 
Faisoity loin de t^moins; le r^cit de Ba peine, 

£t Be fondoit en pleura; 
Le fleuve en fut dmu ; aea Nympbes se cacb^rent, 
Et rherbe du rivage^ ou aea larmea toucbdrent, 

Perdit toutea aea fleura.' 

But it is not always necessary to attribute to poets 
historical accuracy, and even diplomatic documents — a 
much more authentic source of information — ^must be 
read with caution. Allowance must be made for the 
opinions, for the character, and for the position of the 
vrriters. Especially in a matter of this kind, we must 
remember that few men can resist, when they have the 

^ Theae details, repeated in aeveral We cannot multiply quotationa from 

of Don Innigo*a deapatcbea, are men- it, but atill muat quote tbe following 

iioned more predaely in hia letter atanza (yoL ii. p. 29), wbich reads 

of Marcb 1^ 1610, to tbe King, like a tranaUtion of Preaulx'a let- 

Simancaa Papera. (Appendix, No. ter: — 
XX.) Auaai suia-je un aqudette^ 

» Malberbe'a ' Po&iea,' voL ii. p. 27, Et la violette 

Barbou edition. But tbe editor ia Qu'un froid bora de aaiaon 

wrong in placing tbe composition of Ou le aoo a toucb^ 

tbia pece in 1600, before tbe fligbt De ma peau a^cbte 

to Bruaaela. Malberbe aent it to Eat la comparaiaon. 

Peireac, aa a novelty, Jan. 5^ i(jlO, 
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opportunity, the temptation to detail and exaggerate chap. 
reports of a scandalous nature ; in addition to their own 
pleasure in so doing, they are apt to give way to the 
desire of entertaining their readers. Don Innigo was a 
vain and irritable man, and full of illusions. He was a 
very bad French scholar, and as Henri IV. knew very 
little of Spanish, they conversed together without under- 
standing the half of what each one said.^ These inter- 
views, ftdl of repartees, were not calculated to enhghten 
very clearly a mind already much confused. In the 
official accounts of the meetings of the Spanish Council of 
State, which were quite clear, are to be found traces of the 
distrust with which the accounts of this ambassador were 
received.^ The Flemish Envoy, Pecquius, was in nowise 
more kindly disposed towards Henri IV., and he was also 
fond of exaggerating the passionate outbursts of the King. 
Sometimes, too, he deluded himself with absurdities, as 
when he went so far as to believe that in the event of 
war, he could easily arrange to have Lyon and Marseille 
given up to him.® But altogether he was much more 
shrewd than his colleague, although the latter treated 
him as a blockhead,* and the immediate danger which 
threatened his country, while it probably deepened his 
fundamental hatred, imposed on him a seeming mode- 
ration, which Don Innigo willingly mistook for weakness. 

^ Pecquius to the Archdukes, aqui serve el archiduque.' (Despatch 

April 7, 1610. Archives of Bel- of Jan. 27, 1610. Simaocas Papers.) 

gium. (Appendix, No. XIX.) Don Innigo, who doubtless denied to 

* See the deliberation of April 10, one of his master^s vassals the right 
1010. Simancas Papers. of accrediting an ambassador to the 

* Pecqnius to the secretary Praets, Court of France, always described 
March 1610, Archives of Belgium. Pecquius thus : — ' Gelui qui sert ici 
(Appendix, No. XIX.) Tarchidua' 

^ 'Tengo como balordo el que 
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.CHAP. Unlike the impetuous Castilliah, he rarely quarrelled with 
the minifiters of the King; he listened to them and 
watched them more carefully ; he was astonished when 
he found them at once uneasy, gloomy, and intractable, 
taking the worst view of everything, but always avoiding 
serious discussion. When they, so far from attempting 
to deny the infatuation of their master, pretended to 
deplore it, and dwelt with somewhat of affected emotion 
upon the evils that thereby threatened Christendom and 
especially the Low Countries, if the Princesse de Cond^ 
remained in Brussels, Pecquius could not but perceive 
that the intention was to intimidate their Highnesses and 
to * shake their resolution.'^ He was quite confounded 
one day, when, having consulted with Villeroy as to * the 
means of remedying the business of the Princess, and 
extracting this great thorn,' Villeroy suddenly turned 
upon him with the words, * It is not on account of the 
Princess that you will have war, but on account of the 
Prince de Conde. The King is taking up arms because 
it is sought to make his nephew into an instrument for 
overthrowing his kingdom.' * ' Let the Princess return to 
Prance,' said the Chancellor on another occasion, 'three 
or four thousand men will be enough to settle the affair 
of Juliers.' But scarcely had Pecqmus expressed assent to 
.the views of his interlocutor, when the aged minister 
interposed : * Especially let not their Highnesses attempt 
to make a demonstration of resistance to the passage of 
the French troops through their territory; that would 
spoil everything.'* If the ambassador spoke of renewing 

* Pecquius to the Archduke, . • Pecquius to the Archdake, 
April 19, 1610. Archives of Bel- April 30, 1610. Archives of Bel- 
gium. (Appendix, No. XIX.) gium, (Appendix, No. XIX.) 

^ April 7y 1610, andpamm. 
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the neutrality of the two Bom^ognes, a thousand pre- 
texts were found for putting off the convention.^ This 
refusal to conclude anything, or even to particularize 
anything, was a symptom significant enough to strike 
even the most unsuspecting. It was evident that 
very different motives were at the bottom of the entire 
dispute than the miserable affair that caused so much 
noise. Despite his efforts to persuade himself of the 
contrary; notwithstanding the accounts (voluntarily de- 
spatched or otherwise) which he received from various 
quarters, Pecquius could not but feel that the amorous 
passion of the King was not the true motive of his 
policy. A perusal of the despatches of that envoy ena- 
bles us to see that the double game was being played 
of trying to intimidate the Archdukes by menaces and 
to disarm them by false hopes, without entering into 
any definite engagement with them. Doubtless it was 
desired to force them into giving prompt satisfaction to 
the demands of the Conn^table; but the attempt was 
•further being made to prevent them fi'om making any pre- 
paration for resisting the first movements of French 
troops. At last it became evident that neither the con- 
cession that was demanded from them, nor the passive 
attitude which it was desired they should assume, was 
sufficient to avert the storm that threatened the House of 
Austria. 

As for the assertions of the King himself, it is certain 
that he never was more robust, active, or equal to work 
than he was at the very moment when he said that he 
was * worn out with these pangs/ The letter to Preaulx 



* Corre^pondeiice of Fecquius, passim. 
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.CHAP, was a demonstration, evidently intended to excite the 
pity of the ' bel ange/ The verses of Malherbe were 
written to order, and the correspondence of the poet 
shows the impatience with which the King waited 
for them. He was not content with an ode; he had 
asked for an el^y, and then for a song; he himself 
determined to choose the airs, and he had employed the 
assistance of several musicians. While he was writing to 
the Conn^table for news of his daughter, he did not 
forget to remind his compare * to get the horses that he 
had promised him into good condition.' ^ This recollec- 
tion of the horses, this frivolous eagerness, this extreme 
interest in music, are not the characteristics of an all- 
absorbing passion. No ; if Henri IV. found an unworthy 
gratification in occupying his thoughts with the Princesse 
de Cond^ ; if he continued to pursue, with a slightly 
affected fervour, the satisfaction of a senile caprice, his 
mind had nevertheless regained its habitual self-posses- 
sion, and his policy remained unchanged. That the Low 
Countries were to be invaded, sooner or later, according 
to circumstances, no one who has studied the policy of 
Henri IV. can for one moment doubt. Even if he had 
never fallen in love with the Princesse de Cond^, the 
final result would have been the same. That the King's 
ministers should be divided in opinion ; that some should 
be grieved and others alarmed by his resolutions, which 
were in all probability neither known nor understood 
properly by the majority among them ; that this state of 
mind, and the desire of restraining their master from his 

^ The King to tlie Gonn^table, most nkilful of horse-breakers, and 

April 29, 1610. The passion of was the patron of the celebrated 

Montmorency for horses is well Pluvinel. 
known. He was himself one of the ^ j 
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perilous courae, should appear in their communications chap, 
with foreign ambassadors ; — all this is what has occurred > 
again and again in the councils of all Princes on the eve 
of great enterprises, and can never be taken as a ground 
for misconstruing the real intentions of Henri IV. It may 
indeed be believed that the King, without any change in 
his main scheme, without even precipitating its execution, 
would have been glad to avail himself of the entry of his 
army on a campaign, undertaken for his real object, to 
put an end by a coup de main to the alleged captivity of 
the Princesse de Cond6. But if he had any serious inten- 
tion, as was asserted, of seizing Brussels with a body of 
cavalry, of bombarding the gates of the city, and of 
carrying off by sheer force her whose return he so 
clamorously demanded, he was far too consummate a 
master of the art of petty warfare to allow such hints and 
intimations, direct and indirect,^ to reach the ears of the 
Archdukes as would have rendered success impossible. 
These rumours, these warnings, appearing sometimes in 
the shape of menaces, sometimes as mysterious disclosures, 
formed a part of the system of intimidation which was 
designed to induce the Court of Brusseb to give up a 
deposit which was becoming more and more burdensome; 
and this system was succeeding tolerably well, for the 
Archdukes appeared day by day more disposed to yield, 
and quietly to withdraw from their unfortunate course ; 
they were only anxious for some arrangement by which 
their honour should be saved. On the other hand, the 
King had never given up the plan of a clandestine 

^ See the entire correspondence of Archdukes of the 28th and SOth of 
Pecquius during March and April, ApriL (Appendix^ No. XIX.) 
and especially his letters to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



254: 



HENBI JI. DB BOUXimr. 



1610 



CHAP, abduction, to be accomplished through bribery, and his 
last note to Sully ^ shows that he was engaged in arranging 
for the expenses of some enterprise of this nature. It 
was not, we must allow,, by the most dignified means, nor 
with the frank and generous boldness of a Tristan or a 
Launcelot, that Henri IV. wished to win back her with 
whom he fiincied himself in love. He might amuse 
himself by causing a lady's monogram * to be embroidered 
on his clothes without any nearer resemblance to the 
Knights of the Eound Table. But on the other hand we 
have a right to say, it was not in the capacity of a knight 
that he was going to make war, but in that of a great 
soldier and a great king. No amorous caprice prompted 
or modified his policy. When we study the detail and 
perfection of his military preparations, the largeness and 
sagacity of his combinations ; when we enquire into the 
resources which he had accumulated, the alliances which 
with such foresight he had secured; and finally, when we 
contemplate the position of France and of Europe at that 
time, the chivalrous romance which has been fathered 
upon this most unromantic nature must fall to pieces. 

We have related, without any disguise, the miserable 
story of the last amours of Henri IV. We have exposed 
his weaknesses and his odious conduct towards Conde. 
Truth required us to do so. Moreover, while it is painful 
to dwell thus on the faults of a great man, so truly and 
80 deservedly popular, it is yet a salutary lesson to learn 
that unrestrained licentiousness can harden the best 
hearts, and that even the loftiest and most steadfast 
natures cannot withstand that moral intoxication which 

1 May 3, 1610, April 16. 1610. ArcliiTes of Bel- 

* Pecquiua to the Archduke, gium. (Appeodix, No* XIX.) 
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us, moreover, bear in mind that through all the irregu- 
larities of his private life, widely as he allowed himself to 
be led astray from principle^ Henri IV. never forgot his 
duties to his people. No sovereign ever displayed in the 
management of the great affairs of his country, both 
internal and foreign,, more entire freedom from personal 
and selfish motives. 

Never had France been more flourishing. The pros- Tme aim 
perity which succeeded forty years of continued civil war iv/s ar- 
would have seemed incredible, if we did not all know SiT^iicy, 
with what marvellous rapidity our country rallies from and*w.*^'' 
her sufferings and repairs her faults or her misfOTtunes. ^^^^ 
Now for the first time the kingdom was really governed ; 
the finances were conducted according to principles and 
rules which are now out of date, but which contrasted 
ao strongly with the disorganization of former times, that 
the results seemed unprecedented. Agriculture, which 
was warmly encouraged, took so great a start, that at no 
period of our history has it ever made such progress^ and 
a celebrated agriculturist could without flattery speak to 
the King * of the great profit of your people, which dwells 
securely under its fig-tree, cultivating its own land, pro- 
tected by your Majesty, who has at your side justice and 
peace.* ^ Justice and peace — these were the great bless- 
ings of the reign of Henri IV. 

There were, it is true, still some malcontents, but ho 
more partisans. A severe example had taught the aristo- 
cracy that conspiracies would no longer be tolerated. 
The nobility, held in check without being oppressed oi? 
humiliated, was becoming accustomed to reverence the 

» * Th^tre d'Agricultaire.' By Olivier de Series. 
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CHAP. kws. The meeting of the ' Notables ' had been held ; 
the magistracy was supported, not enslaved ; the towns- 
folk felt that they were protected and free ; and lastly, 
the common people knew that the King would like ' that 
every labourer should be able to put a fowl into his pot 
on Sunday/ The King might justly be charged with 
many weaknesses and a few unkindnesses, his govern- 
ment was doubtless imperfect; but he answered the 
needs of the age, nothing was exaggerated, and, if the 
country had continued in the same course, much progress 
might have been hoped for, many evils might have been 
averted. 

Already France, and France alone, enjoyed the first, 
the most sacred of all liberties — ^liberty of conscience ; at 
a time when throughout the whole of Europe, Catholic 
and Protestant alike, the faith of the minority was per- 
secuted without mercy, our country gave to the world the 
noble example of legislation the sincere practice of which 
protected equally both religions. 

But this kingdom, which Henri IV. was bent upon 
rendering so prosperous and so strong, was exposed to 
one constant danger. It was in the power of a single 
great man at Madrid, of a second-rate king, or of inter- 
nal dissensions in France, to overturn everything, and 
seriously to menace the independence of the nation. The 
Low Countries and Franche-Comt^ belonged to a sove- 
reign who reigned at Madrid, at Milan, and at Naples, and 
who had at his command the gold of America. The King 
of Spain was bound to the Emperor of Germany by all 
the ties of relationship, parentage, and intimate alliance. 
It was no longer the monarchy of Charles V., it was not 
even the united policy — often very able — of Philip 11* 
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the existing sovereigns, the two branches of the House 
of Austria held at their disposal such vast dominions 
and such enormous resources ; their adversaries were so 
divided ; the leagues of petty princes who were opposed to 
them were so often and easily dissolved, that it required 
forty years of the most bloody warfare that ever devas- 
tated modern Europe to procure the treaties of West- 
phalia and the Pyrenees, the original basis of that which 
is now known as the 'balance of power in Europe.' 

It was this balance of power that Henri IV* laboured 
to establish. This was ' the great enterprise ' of which 
he spoke to his confidants^ the * European EepubUc ' that 
he wished to create. This was the aim of that policy of 
which he was the true founder, a policy which Fran9ois I. 
had partially foreseen, but which neither he nor his son 
had known how to apply successfully, and which in the 
religious wars had been entirely forgotten. Eichelieu was 
destined to follow it up and to practice it with greater 
obstinacy than success. Continued also by Mazarin and 
upheld by the sword of Cond^ and of Turenne, it finally 
triumphed, to the honour of France. The attempt to 
carry it to extremes almost ruined Louis XTV* 

The ideas of Henri IV., as Sully has detailed them for 
us, may seem in some respects fistnciful ; and doubtless 
when he was talking confidentially with his faithful friend, 
he allowed himself to be carried away by the warmth of 
his Southern imagination ; but in that pre-eminently 
French nature, imagination was tempered by good sense. 
Theory with him was always corrected by practice. 
Ardent on the field of battle, he was patient in council. 
The scheme of freeing Europe from the domination^of 
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CHAP, the House of Austria, and of giving to France her rightful 
S-— . — ' place in the worid, he cherished from the time of his 
^^^^ accession to the throne, and while he was estabhshing 
order and peace in his kingdom, he was unceasingly pre- 
jfering to carry out his lofty design, only waiting to act 
until every chance should favour him. Immense re- 
sources were accumulating ; the management of the 
finances and the command in chief of the artillery were 
combined in one person, and the King exacted a minute 
account of the state of each of these branches of the 
service, which he had entrusted to the wise and un- 
varying care of Sully. At the b^inning of 1610, the 
reserve in bullion had reached the then fabulous amount 
of forty-three miUions,^ and the arsenal contained a 
depot of arms and warlike material to which no other 
in Europe could be compared. The corps of cavalry 
and the old regiments of infantry were carefully main- 
tained and the kingdom teemed with men fit for service, 
with officers who had been trained in the civil wars or 
had completed their military education in the admirable 
school of Maurice of Nassau. Finally, fresh treaties, 
concluded with the Swiss and the Grisons, assured to 
France alone the valuable assistance of these little re- 
publics, and allowed the King to augment rapidly the 
contingent that had been already furnished to him by 
these brave mountaineers. 

Outwardly, he had the sympathy of England. The 
energetic and intelligent assistance of Elizabeth was not 

» Deposit at the Bastille 24,000,000 livres. 

In the hands of the Treasurer of the £pargM , 8,800,000 ,, 
WeU-assured debts 10,838,490 „ 

Total . 43^138,490 liyres. 
(Accounts, audited Jan. 10, 1610. 'CEconomies zpjale8.'J[ 
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to be looked for from James I. Personally hie inclined chap. 
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to a Spanish aUiance ; but already public opinion was too 
pronounced and too strong for him in his own dominions 
to permit of his taking part in a war against the ally of 
the House of Austria. In short, Henri IV. was certain 
of finding in James I. as much support as was to be 
expected from an irresolute, timid, and unstable prince, 
who was besides embarrassed by internal dissensions in 
his kingdom. The King could depend entirely on the 
Dutch and the Protestant Princes of Germany; indeed 
the diflSculty was rather to restrain them from acting 
before the opportune moment than to urge them forward. 
In Italy diplomatic successes appeared less probable. 
Of all the sovereigns in Europe, none seemed to receive 
with less confidence the projects of Henri IV. than the 
Pope. As for the Duke of Savoy, he had, even after 
Spain, prolonged to the last the conflict with France. 
But a few promised concessions and a few hopes held put 
on the subject of the throne of Naples, had disarmed the 
repugnance of Eome ; and the King, who always took his 
own personal grievances very lightly, had left nothing 
untried in order to change the temper of the Duke of 
Savoy. The hereditary ambition of his House had been 
aroused ; the Milanese had been promised him; a double 
marriage was to unite the two Crowns; so that Charles- 
Emmanuel had actually become one of the most active 
agents in the French poHcy. Venice and the Duke of 
Mantua had been drawn into the general movement. 
The hope of sharing the spoils of Spain had thus secured 
to Henri IV. the assistance of all the independent States 
of Italy. 

Every day the mistakes of the Austrian Princes w^e 
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CHAP, assisting the cause of the King of France. Certain symp- 
toms betrayed the want of union that existed between 
the Archdukes ; serious internal troubles were agitating 
their States, and ill-timed measures were daily hastening 
to a crisis the dissatisfaction of the Protestant Princes. 
Spain was giving just umbrage to the Duke of Savoy ; she 
was augmenting her own internal difficulties by the 
expulsion of the Moors — an act as barbarous as it was 
infatuated. Finally, a King of the Eomans was about to 
be elected, and Henri IV. did not despair of carrying off 
the prize of the Empire from his enemies. Now was the 
time for action; the preparations were complete, and 
circumstances were pre-eminently favourable. The open- 
ing up of the succession to the Duchies of Cleves and 
of Juliers occurred — at the close of 1609^ — ^in time to 
furnish Henri IV. with a pretext, hitherto wanting. 

At once the subterraneous work, which had so long 
been in hand, was completed in the hght of day. Several 
treaties, concluded within a few months, displayed to 
astonished Europe the formidable system of alliances 
which the King had so ^bly 4irranged. While the union, 
formally agreed upon at Halle, between France and the 
Protestant German Princes, was disquieting the councils 
of the Emperor, the little Court of Brussels was informed 
on one side that the veteran bands of Holland were 
assembling, and that Maurice of Nassau would soon be 
on the confines of the Provinces with fifteen or twenty 
thousand excellent soldiers, on another that at Paris 
military preparations were being pushed forward with 

^ The old Due de CUves had died acts of the Imperial Govenuneat 
March 24, 1609. But it was not tiU rendered the collision imminent, 
the autumn of the same year that the ^ . 
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great activity, and that all the roads from France were chap. 
choked with troops. It was not yet known where the 
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King was to strike the first blow; but that he meditated 
some great and distant enterprise in person could no 
longer be doubted. He had just nominated a Council of 
Eegency to administer the government of the kingdom 
during his absence. 

Very soon aU uncertainty was at an end in Bnissels. Henri iv. 
Henri IV. had appointed the rendezvous for his army at of the 
Ch&lons; his advanced-guard was at M^zieres. He had a passer 
announced that his troops would skirt the territory of ^j^ 
their Highnesses, and would at certain points pass j^^^ 
through it, on their way to Juliers ^ through Li^ge. He ^^^' 
was asked indirectly if he would be content to allow his 
army to defile by successive companies through the States. 
But he rejected the proposition, declaring that such a 
mode of march would be unbecoming his dignity ; he 
intended that his army should march through in a body. 
Every day he was on the point of communicating his 
intentions officially to the Eegency of the Low Countries, 
and he determined to treat a refusal as a declaration of 
war.^ This news caused the greatest uneasiness to the 
Archdukes. As it reached them accompanied by a 
continuation of the old menaces in case the Princesse de 
Cond^ were not promptly restored to her parents, some 
of the ministers of Albert and Isabella ventured to advise 
the disarming of the King by the concession of this point 
on which he seemed to have set his heart. Pecquius had 
just sent off a sort of casuistic discussion of the question, 
written by the hand of Pere Cotton, in which that 

* Juliers was already occnpied by ' Pecquius to the Archduke, 
the Archduke Leopold ; but he had April 19^ 20, 28^ etc. Archives of 
» Tery small retinue. Belgium. (AppendLc; No. XDL)- j 
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set forth that their Highnesses might with a good con- 
science not actually send back, but allow the lady whom 
they had promised to keep safe to escape;^ such an 
authority had great weight with such devout princes as 
their Highnesses. But other counsellors of a bolder 
stamp advised that to all demands and to all insinuations 
a direct refusal should be returned. Spinola insisted 
upon this last course, and advised an immediate appeal 
to arms. In his opinion^ the King, if ^ once master of 
Juliera, would be invincible ; he would occupy a com- 
manding position, whence he could take either the 
Netherlands or Germany in flank, and menace either 
with an uresistible invasion. He would be reinforced by 
fifteen or sixteen thousand Dutch veterans, and this re- 
inforcement would be led for him by Maurice of Nassau, 
whom he had already nominated his Lieutenant-General. 
Moreover, Spinola knew by experience how valuable such 
a reinforcement was. A general of the highest order, 
an engineer and a tactician, Maurice of Nassau had 
become familiar, in his long contest with the Spaniards, 
with all the secrets of their strategy, and the Genoese 
Spinola would have preferred dealing with only one 
adversary, whom he was far from despising, but whom 
he was perhaps too much inclined to estimate only by 
the checks that he had received from the Duke of Parma.* 

^ The same to the same, April 28. 1604, when summoned to Madrid to 

Archives of Belgium. (Appendiz, receive the congratulations of Philip 

No. XIX.) II., he had passed through Paris. 

* Spinola also attached perhaps Henri IV. had expressed a -wish to 
too much importance to a clever see him, and, with affected careless- 
stratagem which he had himself ness, questioned him as to his plans 
played off upon the King. After the for the next campaign. Spinola was 
capture of Ostendi in the winter of aware of the King's intimacy with 
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observation, nor the experience he had gained ; and yet 
Spinola might have learned from the Spanish officers 
themselves that Henri IV., in his later encounters with 
them, had continued to display bs much bravery as at 
the siege of Paris and Eouen, but that he was a much 
greater master of his art. In the engagements near 
Amiens, when he recaptured that city in August and 
September 1597, he had manoeuvred with a skilfulness and 
sagacity which had rendered fruitless all attempts of the 
Cardinal-Infant to succour the town ; for, as he used to 
say to Sully, he had not forgotten the tricks that the 
Duke of Parma had played him. Besides, the forces 
already assembled at ChMons were imposing, and very 
far superior to those at the command of the Archdukes. 
The King's army numbered upwards of thirty-five thou- 
sand men, with thirty guns splendidly mounted,^ his 

Maurice of Naflsau, and^ divining his this procedure. Shortly afterwards, 
intentions^ he unfolded to him his when it was reported to him that 
real plan of campaign. What he the dowager Princesse de Condd 
foresaw came to pass ; Henri IV. did purposed to visit Brussels, that she 
not fail to inform Maurice of the con- might he, as she said, heloved hy the 
versation, and add that the Genoese Biron of Flanders (meaning the Mar- 
would certainly do the exact reverse quis) as she had heen hy the Biron of 
of what he had said. The Dutch France, ' It is too great an honour 
commander made his arrangements for that tradesman/ replied the King, 
accordingly ; and was very disagree- petulantly, ' to compare him to the 
ably surprised on finding that his Mar^chal.' In our opinion, the com- 
adversary pursued precisely the very parison was very flattering to Biron. 
course which he had announced to ^ These figures apply only to the 
the King. Henri IV. had the had troops mustered at Ch&lons. Accord- 
taste to show himself affironted at ing to Sully's returns, the King had : 

J 44,000 infimtry 
French and Swiss troops ... J 6,600 cavalry 

I 50 guns 
Troops furnished hy the several confederated f 64,000 infantry 
States (not counting the Pope, the King < 7,000 cavalry 
of England, and several German Princes) ^l 45 guns. 
In all about 110,000 men and ©6 guns, which were to form tlw^ two 
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CHAP, cavalry was magnificent, his infantry in perfect order, 
^- — r^ — ' and the crowd of volunteers who craved the honour of 
serving under him was such that men of high birth 
and officers of great experience had been compelled 
to accept inferior rank. In face of such forces, open 
resistance was impossible, and the Archdukes resolved 
to try the expedient proposed to them in order to stay 
the torrent 

Up to this time they had disputed their ground inch 
by inch ; supported by the secret encouragements of the 
Conn^table, they had exhibited a highly praiseworthy 
firmness. To the first demands presented by Girard, as 
well as to the official ultimata of Preaulx, to the King's 
letters and to the Princess's petition, they had always 
returned the same answer, and pleaded their compact 
with the Prince. But the danger was now too pressing ; 
the Archduke wrote to Cond4 and gave him to under- 
stand that the moment had arrived when they could no 
longer hold out. 'Having taken into consideration,' 
were his rather heartless words, * the little affection that 
the Princess displays towards yourself, insomuch that 
since your departure she has never been persuaded to 
receive or to read one of your letters to her ; considering 
this, and also the disgust, weariness, and displeasure that 
the said Princess shows increasingly day by day at being 
detained in our keeping ; we are compelled to notify this 
to you, that you may think seriously about it, and give 

armies of the Meuse and of the Alps yet called out, the total amount of 

respectivelj. the forces which were to enter into 

If to them we add the troops to be action may be estimated at upwards 

furnished by the Holy See, by £ng- of 220,000 men. (See the learned 

land, etc, as well as the army in- * Histoire du r^gne de Henri IV,' by 

tended to operate on the line of the M. Poirson.) 
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US forthwith an answer of some sort satisfactory to the chap. 
demand of the Conn^table/ ^ In Paris the language of 
the diplomatic agents was couched in a similar tone. 
Pecquius seemed more anxious than ever for a recon- 
ciliation, and did not scruple to say that the Princess 
would soon quit Flanders. Don Innigo de Cardenas 
suddenly assumed a conciliatory disposition, and proposed 
to write to Cond^, advising him to go to Eome, and not 
any longer to oppose the return of his wife to France.^ 
But this change of tone and these overtures in nowise 
modified the plans of Henri IV. He became milder and 
spoke in a friendly tone of the King of Spain,^ but his 
military preparations did not slacken. It became evident 
that he had other things in his mind than his passion, 
and that the deliverance of the fair captive held but a 
very secondary place in his schemes. This he no longer 
cared to hide. When the Nuncio, who, it seemed, was 
much more given to the Spanish policy than the Pope 
himself, sought an interview, and spoke with considerable 
warmth of his great preparations and of their supposed 
object, the King replied that he was indeed preparing 
for war, but for a * State war * — not a war for religion 
or for love.* At Madrid uneasiness took the place of con- 
fidence. Don Innigo, when urged to express himself 
plainly as to the hopes he had excited, was compelled to 

' Original minute. (Archives of yer notablemente en el Rey mucha 

Belgium.) As the death of the King diferencia destos diss passadofl, por- 

occurred immediately after this letter que le hall6 muy dulce y hablandole 

was written, it was never despatched, muy claramente en que deseava la 

and was replaced by a much shorter amistad de V. M'.' (Don Linigo to 

and far from urgent letter. the King of Spain, May 7, 1610. Si- 

* Don Innigo to the King of Spain, mancas Papers. Appendix, No. XX.) 

May 7, 1610. Siraancas Papers. ^ Don Innigo to Ihe King of Spain, 

(Appendix, No. XX.) March 18, and April 27, 1610. 

^ ' Dix6me el nuncio que echa de Ibidem. (Appendix, No. XX.>^ t 
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CHAP, acknowledge, that notwithstandkig a few sore points, the 
Huguenots were on the whole disposed to remain steadily 
faithful to the King of France, and that nothing was to 
be expected from such an irresolute old man as Mont- 
morency.^ He was ordered to do everything in his 
power to deky and embarrass Henri IV. The P6re 
Cotton, who had been content to see his Boyal penitent 
making love to the Princesse de Cond^, but who wished 
above all things to keep him from attacking the House 
of Austria, set about trying to discourage him. He had 
for some time given out that both he and his brethren 
considered themselves subjects of the King of Spain.* 
The Queen, who was under the same influence, was also 
anxious to put in a word against the war. The King 
at last in anger repUed to her- that neither she nor the 
Jesuit fathers could forget the name of the Catholic 
King, and that such madness would be her ruin.* Henri 

IV. was evidently not to be shaken. The Archdukes 
understood him, and now, trying only to avert the vio- 
lence of the first blows, they consented to the French 
army, at present assembled in Champagne, passing through 
Luxembourg.* 

^ Don Innigo to the King of Spain, demand for a passage was not signed 

April 6, 1610. (SimancaA Papers.) by Henri TV. till the dth of May^ 

* ' Que eran bus hombres hijos de 1610, and that the answer from 

V. W,* (Jan. 27, 1610. Ibidem,) Brussels could not have arrived be- 

* ' £1 Hej respondid . . . que & fore the death of the King, who was 
la Heyna ni k los Padres Jesuitas no assassinated on the 14th. Had there 
era poeible sacalles del cora^on el been in the beginning of the month 
nombre de V. M^, y que ell a por esta an official correspondence on this 
locurasehaviade perder.' (Ibidefn,) subject and an interchange of notes 

^ Sully ('(Economies royales,' c. between the ambassadors? This is 

108y t. ii. p. 338 B) details the very what it has baf&ed us to determine ; 

terms in which tiiis assent would for Pecquius's letters, at least those 

have been granted. At the same of May 1610, hare disappeared from 

time we most note that the formal the Archives at BruflBolB. But the 
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BULLION CHABGED TO WATCH CONDfi AT MILAN 267 

This was not the only army which the King had chap. 
ready for action. The Spanish monarchy was threatened 
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on every side. On the side of the Pyrenees by which 

. "^ J J Bnllion, 

the Moors were to be introduced, an army was assembled French 
under La Force, and Lesdigui^res was ready to cross the sador at 
Alps with fifteen or twenty thousand men who would c^^"to 
join the troops of the Duke of Savoy. This Prince was ^^^^ 
about to assume the title of Lieutenant-General of the J^^i^ 
King for the region beyond the Alps, and Bullion, an ^^*^* 
able negotiator, who had just concluded the treaties of 
Ch^rasque, was to represent France in Turin. And 
another mission had been confided to this ambassador. 
In leaving his kingdom, Henri IV. wished also to re 
move from it every element of disorder. Cond6, re 
maining at Milan, might in the hands of the Spaniards 
become a source of trouble, and Bullion was charged 
with the task of watching him, and endeavouring to 
induce him to quit Milan.^ 

We have already noticed how the Court of Madrid, 
misled by the reports of their ambassador in Paris, had 
exaggerated the importance of the Prince ; they ex 
pected to find in him as] useful an auxiliary as the 
King of France had found in the Duke of Savoy. 
Phihp m. had again written to Cond^ to promise him 
his protection and assistance. The Duke of Lerma had 
seconded him with the most cordial declarations, and the 
Count of Fuentes continued to treat the Prince with the 
highest honours. He had been lodged in the palace ; a 

earlier despatches do not show the ^ Instructioiis given to the Sieur 

Regency of the Low Countries to de Bullion, etc. ; copy of the 

have been disposed to resist the pas- seventeenth century. (' Archives de 

sage, and SuUy's testimony is not Oond^.') 
confirmed. 
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268 nENRI IT. DE BOURBON. 

QHAP, sumptuous household had been appointed to wait upon 
him ; a guard of honour was stationed at his door and 



^^^^ followed him wherever he went; in a word, he was 

treated as if he had been an Archduke. But at the 

same time he was subjected strictly to the etiquette of 

the Spanish Court. Accustomed as he was to the freedom 

and ease of the French Court, he grew very impatient 

under the imperturbable gravity and continued pomp to 

which he was subjected. By Virey's advice, however, 

he bore it with a good grace, without however being 

able always to acquire the sosiego ^ of his hosts ; he 

astonished and annoyed them by his inquisitiveness. As 

there was, much to his disgust, neither hunting nor 

shooting to be had, he visited all the public buildings in 

Milan and the neighbourhood. At last, to pass the time 

away, he set himself to a translation of Tacitus, under the 

direction of his learned secretary. It was in the midst 

of these inoffensive occupations— not very alarming to 

Henri 17. — that the agents of Bullion found the Prince, 

and set to work to practice upon him in conformity with 

their instructions. 

Attempts The first was a doctor of the name of Foucquet. He 

Condi to had only a few vague words to say, and conveyed no 

>me. definite proposal. His mission had no result. The 

second was a certain Abbe Nozet, who, like Foucquet, 

onYe^ring ^^^ ^^ ofiicial Standing, but who conveyed to Conde 

eni^^f positive assurances of a good reception from the Pope, 

the French [f he would couscut to present himself at the Court 

into Lorn- *- 

i»«iy. of his Holiness. Nozet had no difficulty in showing 

* Letter to Mornay. Sonego has of blissful traDquillity, which boars 

no equivalent either in the language some analogy to the /ar niente of the 

or customs of France. It expresses Italians and espedaUy to the Ori- 

a state of physical and moral repose, ental kief, 
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CONDfi REFUSES TO GO TO BOME. 26 d 

that it was far more dignified for a French prince to chap, 
place himself imder the protection of the common father 
of the fiuthful than to seek the support of the hereditary 
enemy of his race and country. Cond6 began to waver ; 
he consulted Fuentes about his journey to Eome. The 
Spaniard, far too crafty to oppose the project directly, 
feigned to approve of it. But while pretending to de- 
vise the means of accomplishing it, he took care to de- 
tail its inconveniences and dangers. 'The Pope,' he 
said, 'was a man without character, wholly under the 
influence of Henri IV. What was the Prince to do, 
surrounded by ten thousand Frenchmen quartered all 
over Eome and excited by the rumour that a price 
was set upon his head? Already this rumour had spread 
in Milan, so that the authorities of the city had been com- 
pelled to take precautionary measures for his safety.* , 
Still, despite these insidious remarks, Cond6 was be- 
coming inclined to follow the advice of Nozet, when he 
heard of the expected entry into Lombardy of the Duke 
of Savoy and of Lesdiguieres. Fearing either to fall into 
the hands of the French troops, or to be arrested by the 
Spaniards, he finally decided to give himself up entirely 
to the latter. He summoned Nozet, and placed in his 
hands a despatch which he besought him to deliver to 
the Pope. The Abb^ glanced at it, and saw that it was 
a letter in Spanish, in which the Prince declined the pro- 
tection of the Holy Father, and declared that the counsels 
of the King of Spain, his protector, should be henceforth 
his only rule of action. 

' These are not the words of Cond^, but of Fuentes I ' 
exclaimed indignantly the Abb^. ' And what can I do 
now, other than place myself in the hands of Fuentes ? ' i 
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CHAP, replied the Prince. Nozet refused to be the bearer of 
^i» / - ^ such a message, and departed in hot haste. 

May. ^^^ ®^^^ ^^^ *^isj towards the end of May 1610, 

CondA Virey came one night and awoke Cond6, handing him a 
d^ot^ letter which the private secretary of Fuentes had brought 
Henn IV., ^^ y^^ deUvcrcd at once to the Prince. Cond4 read it 
jm^^and rapidly and handed it to Virey with profound emotion. 

JunHs* ""•* ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^® Governor of Alessandria, an- 
nouncing the death of Henri IV., who was assassinated on 
the fourteenth of the month. After a few moments of 
consternation, the Prince and his confidant pondered as 
to what their course ought to be. The first thing to be 
done was to cast ofi* the ties which bound Cond4 to the 
Spaniards, and which his evil fate, rather than his own 
imprudence, had led him to form. But he was now in 
their hands, and to break with them suddenly was im- 
possible. For the moment, the thing most to be dreaded 
was the excess of their interested benevolence. However 
incredible it may seem, it is certain that the ministers of 
Philip in. seriously thought of setting up Cond^ as a 
candidate for the throne of France. D'Estr^es relates how 
the ambassador of his Catholic Majesty at Eome ' made 
great overtures of an extraordinary idea ' ^ to the Pope ; 
and Virey aflSrms that Fuentes came to the Prince accom- 
panied by his officers, to congratulate him as ' the legal 
heir ' of Henri IV.^ Cond4 pretended not to understand 
him, and to believe that the congratulations were intended 
for the regent of the kingdom. He accepted that title ; 
perhaps he had some idea of disputing that office with 
Marie de Medicis ; but Virey says it was only to disarm 

» ' M^moiree ' of D'Estr^es. 

* ' Justus ut hae^res.' (Poem by Virey.) 
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CONDI'S RAPID RETURN TO PRANCE. 271 

the Spanish distrust in leading them to hope that * he . c^P- 
would move * on his return to France. In any case, the ^^ — « — ^ 
preparations for his return commenced forthwith. It May. 
seemed desirable to conduct these preparations with some 
degree of mystery, and to avoid going all across France in 
that moment of uncertainty and agitation. As Kochefort 
was on an embassy in Spain, the Prince was to be accom- 
panied only by Villeroy ; Fuentes gave to the latter a 
passport for the Low Countries, with a brevet of Captain 
of Light Cavalry. Cond6 was to pass for his alferez} 
They left Milan on the ninth of June, passing rapidly 
through Switzerland, Franche-Comt^, and Lorraine, and 
on the eighteenth arrived at Brussels, whence the Prince 
despatched his faithful secretary to Paris, with letters for 
the King and the Queen-Eegent. Deaf to the advice of 
the Spanish ministers, and even to that of the Nuncio 
Bentivoglio,^ he made up his mind to submit. 

Virey was well received at Court. There was much Condi gub- 

mitfl him- 

anxiety as to the position which Cond^ would assume, self to the 
and everybody was rejoiced at his expected return; some fuses to see 
hoping that he would bring fresh influence to bear in and^*^* 
fietvour of the authority of Marie de M^dicis, others parisf July 
counting upon him as the instrument of their ambition *^* ^^*^* 
and their turbulent dispositions. The messenger returned 
to the Prince with the congratulations of the Eegent and 
letters from his friends and his mother. Already before 
his departure from Milan, the Sieur de Coulanges Chaste- 
lux had handed to him the first despatches from his 
mother. She advised him to ' keep on good terms with * 
Marie de M^dicis ; but she excited him against his wife, 

* The title of a sub-lieutenant of cavalry in the Spanish army. 

» ' Mtooires ' of D'Estr^es. ^ . 
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272 HENRI II. DE 60UBB0K* 

CHAP, telling him that up to the last moment she had yielded to 
^^ — ^^^ the King's passion, and advising him not to see her, and 
*^^^ to leave her in the hands of the Infanta. Cond6 partially 
followed this advice. He consented to the Conn^table's 
* sending for his daughter/ and he appeared to show no 
resentment on account of the past.^ He received 
BoutteviUe, whom Montmorency had sent on a very 
different mission from his last, and who found him in ^ a 
conciliatory mood/ He even conversed confidentially 
with the secretary De Bemy, the same ' whom he had 
threatened with the cane at the time of the uproar in the 
H6tel d'Orange/ which is not a little astonishing ; * but he 
positively declined to meet his wife. When he went to 
bid adieu to the Archduke, the latter received him in the 
garden at Marimont, and begged him to listen to a re- 
quest. The Prince, suspicious as to what was about to be 
asked, prayed his illustrious host not to aak him for any- 
thing which it was impossible for him to grant, and then, 
perceiving in the distance the Princess, and fearing that 
an improvised reconciliation was about to be attempted, 
he hastily withdrew.* On the eighth of July he arrived 
at Mons, where he bade adieu to Spinola and to D'Anovar, 
and quitted the Spaniards who had served him, recom- 
pensing them handsomely. On the fifteenth he slept at 
Louvres,* and next day he started early for Saint-Denis 
to have a mass celebrated for the soul of the late King. 

^ Condd to the Conndtable, to the Praets, June 27-29 and July 6. 

Duchefise d'AngoulSme ; two un- PecqiduB to the Archduke^ July 1. 

dated letters, but written after the (Archives of Belgium.) 

death of the King. Biblioth^ue * Virey's < R^dt' Letters of 

imp^riale, Saint-Germain. ( Appen- Praets and of Vandegies, July 7, 8, 

dix, No. XXU.) and 9. (Ibidem.) 

* Montmorency to the Archduke, ^ See Analysis of the Prince de 

June 18. The Infanta to Mont- Condi's ' Journal de Voyage.' (Ap- 

morency, June 20. Vandegies to pendix, No. XXUI^^^^J^ 
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On his return to Bourget, he found Monsieur le Grand/ chap, 
M. d'fipemon, M. de Sully, and many of the noblesse, in 
all at least thirteen hundred horse. After exchanging 
compliments, they all left in haste, in order to escort the 
Prince into the presence of 'their Majesties. In truth, 
notwithstanding the assurances of Virey, there was still 
much uneasiness at Court, The night before a fresh oath 
had been demanded from all the captains of the body- 
guard, and care was taken to have the King well protected. 
Arrived at the Louvre, Cond^ saluted the Queen very 
respectfully, and assured her of his submission and 
fidehty. He then returned to his lodging, passing through 
the streets thronged with crowds of sad and silent spec- 
tators ; for the people were not consoled for the irrepa- 
rable loss which France had just sustained.^ 

» The* Grand ^uyer.' 

' Malherbe gives full detaila of this entry in his letters to Peiresc 
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APPENDICES. 



UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS. 

L 

Ths Prince de Oonde to the King. 

FiYB letters written in the interval between the second and third APP. 
Civfl War* (April to August 1568). ^ 

Valery, 24 avril 1568. 
Sire, j'ay re^u la lettre qu'il a pleu & Vostre Majesty m'escripre 
pour me commander de fidre tenir prestz les cinquante mil livres 
que nous devons fbumir aux reystres aussitost qu'ilz seront k 
Auxerre, h, ce que & faulte de cela, ilz ne s^joument ny arrestent 
rien d'avantage dans vostre royaume. Sur quoy, Sire, j'advertiray 
Vostre dicte Majesty que je y ay donn^ tel ordre que vous serez 
satisfaict en cest endroict comme je desire de le fiaire en tons autres ; 
car j'ay accord^ avec lesdiots reystres qu'ilz se contenterout d'avoir 
ladicte somme sur la frontiere d'Allemaigne et de n'arresteraucune- 
ment pour cela jusques & ce qu'ilz y soient parvenuz. Dans le quel 
temps, je feray de mon cost6 telle diligence d'assembler et leur faire 
porter ceste somme que je ne leur fauldray de promission ny ne leur 
donneray occasion de £uUir k ceUe qu'ilz m'ont faicte. Tellement 
que Vostre Majesty se peult asseurer que son intention sera pour ce 
regard suyvye comme elle sera tousjours, Dien aydant, en toutes 
autres choses de ma part. Au reste. Sire, sachant qu'en plusieurs 
endroictz de ce royaume Ton refuse & ceulx de la religion les pas- 
sages sur les rivieres et I'entr^e aux villes d'oii ilz sont, et qu'ilz ne 

* Many importaiit papon qnoted in Condi, or in other collections. We 

the text of this work are not here re- publish here only a selection of doca* 

printed, having been already published ments never before, we believe^ edited, 
in La Popeliniire, in the Mhnoires de 
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278 UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS. 

APP. penvent demeurer en senret^ en leurs maisons, il m'a scmble quo 
_ / ,_ - par mesme moyen j'en devois donner advis k Yoetre dicte MajeBt6 
ponr le bien et repoz qne je desire k yob snbjectz. Et mesme, comm 
le S>^ Desiernaj m'a faiet entendre qae le capitaine Foissj estoit 
pi*est de I'assi^ger en sa maison de la Mothe, qui descouvre et faict 
paroistre de plus en pins qn'il j en a, ainsy que j*estime Tavoir desj^ 
escript k Vostre dicte Majesty, qni n^ajant pen empescher la paix 
tant n^essaire qa*il voos a plea mettre en vostre royanme, se oiet- 
tent en devoir et efforcent de donner empescbement en Testablisse- 
ment et jonyssanoe d'icelle cbose, qni ne penlt estre qne d'nne bien 
manvaise et pemiciense conseqnenoe et apporter encore beanconp 
de mal k voz panvres snbjectz, tant travaillez des calamitez pass^es et 
qni anroient bien meillenr besoing de jonyr de la tranquillity en la 
quelle il plaist k Vostre Majesty qn'ilz vivent que d'estre plus ainsy 
molestez centre voz expresses defenses. Et ponr ce, Sire, que ce 
faict dn diet S' Destemay, entre les antres, ponrroit estre cause 
qu*il regarderoit de s'acoompagner ponr essayer avec Tayde de ses 
voysins et amys de reponsser le diet Foissy et empescber qu*il ne 
Iny fiM5e le tort et injure qn'il a deliber^ de faire centre vostre 
intention et la tenenr de voz 6dictz, je gapplieray tr^-bnmblement 
Vostre dicte Majesty de vouloir obvier an plus tost par le remMe 
qn'elle advisera plus prompt et convenable a ce qui en pourroit 
advenir, de penr qu'il n'en arrive de Tinconv^nient et que d'antres 
par tel exemple ne prennent bardiesse d*entreprendre cboses 
pareilles ; mais qne an contraire, quand Ton congnoistra la volonte 
que Vostre Majesty aura de faire jonyr vos subjectz dn b^n^fice de 
la paix, cbacnn se contienne en donlcenr et modestie, sans user de 
telles voyes d'hostilit6. Et pourvoyant k oe faict particnlier, il 
plaira k Vostre dicte Majesty vouloir faire de mesme pour les antres 
qui sent empescbez d'entrer en leurs maisons on travaill^ en 
icelles. 

(Original. Archives qftke Departement du Nord.) 



Noyers, 11 join 1668. 

Sire, j'ay entendu, par la lettre qn'il a plea k Vostre Majeste 
m'escripre par M. de Combanlt, vostre volant^ et intention snr la 
satisfaction que je doibtz k Tobligation par moy faicte de faire payer 
les cent mil escuz et tout ce que se monteroit 1' berry ghelt et naust- 
glet {etc) des reystres, k quoy, Sire, j'estimois bien ponvoir satisfaire 
plus amplement, si les moyens qui sent n^cessaires ponr y parvenir 
m'eusBent este plus tost ouvefs ; lesquelz estans donn^z par Vostre 
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Majesty, je mectray telle peine et diligence de mon coat^, que sans aPP. 
aacun d61ay ou retardement elle en demoarera con ten te, comme en I- 

toates antres choses nous rendrons prompte obeissance h voz com- 
mandemens, ainsi qn'est le debvoir de tres-lmmbles et fideles sub- 
jectz ; mais, poor ce qa'il plaist a Yostre dicte Majest6 se ramente- 
Yoir qne, par les deppntez ponr la pacification, il n'a est^ demand^ 
autre cbose que voz lettres patentee pour approuver et auctoriser la 
levee qne nous ferions faire de^d. deniers sur ceulx do la religion 
r^form^e qui m'avoient accompagn6, et non sur les autres qui 
estoient demourez en leurs maisons, ne me ponvant bonnement 
recorder de cest accord, d'autant que je n'y estois present et qu'il 
n'en a rien est^ nus par escript, je faiz pr6sentement une d^pesche a 
M. le cardinal de Chastillon, lequel, pour y avoir assists, pourra 
remarquer h Vostre Majesty toutes les particularitez, et luy pre- 
senter par mesme moyen la forme des provisions n^cessaires pour la 
lev^ desd. deniers, affin qu'estant veue en vostre conseil Pavance- 
ment de cest affaire apparoisse bientost apres les despesches faictes 
desd. provisions ; j'adjousteray seuUement sur ce point, Sire, une 
supplication tres-humble, qu'il plaise k Yostre Majeste qne faisant la 
lev6e desd. deniers, il ne soit faict distinction entre ceulx de lad. 
religion r^foim^e qui m*ont accompagn^ et les autres qui sont 
demourez en leurs maisons, d'aultant que leur volenti estoit une et 
semblable, et si tons n'y estoient en personne, soit pour indisposition 
faulte de moyens ou auUre empeschement, ilz ne laissoient d'y estre 
de coBur et d'affection, joinct ausgy qu'ilz obb6iront pour le regard 
de lad. lev^ aussi voluntiers les uns que les autres, et la c616rit6 en 
sei-a d*aultant plus grande que le fort portera le foible, et qu'ilz 
sentiront moins d'incommodit^, prestans chaoun Pespaule en cest 
aSaire. An reste, Sire, j'ay pri6 led. S** de Gombault faire entendre 
a Yostre Majesty ce que je luy ay remonstr6 des contraventions qui 
se font tons les jours a voz ^dictz en ce que vos pauvres subjectz de 
la religion r6formee souffrent tant d'oppressions et injustices (qui 
n'est moindre k Pendroict de plusieurs que de perte de la vie), que 
le desbordement ne s*est jamais veu si grand, et toutes fois esperent 
que vostre clemence et bont^ les en mectra dehors et les embrassera, 
comme cenx qui n'ont aultre recours apres Dieu qu'i Yostre Majesty ; 
ce que je vous supplie tres-humblement, Sire, prendre d*aussi bonne 
part comme de sincere affection et d'un cueur entier je suis pouss6 
d*en parler i vous, Sire, auquel apr^s Dieu j*ay vou^ et consacr6 
mon cueur, ma vie, ii?es biens, pour les employer du tout a vostre 
service, comme Pun de voz plus affectionnez subjectz et serviteurs. 
(Bibliothique impiriale, MS. Colbert, 24, V% 163.) 
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Noyera, 29 join 1568. 

APP. Sire, j'ensse bien desirS avoir ang meilleur sabject d'escrire k 

I' ^ Yostre Majesty que celay qui se pr^aente maintenant pour vou3 
relever de la peiue et fascherie que je vous donneraj par ioelluy 
d*euteudre mes plaiuctes et dol^ances ; maas puisque vous estes seul 
qui 7 pouvez applicquer remede, j'ay tant plus de bardiesse et as- 
seurauce a le cbercber vers Tous-mesme que le fiiict me toucbe de si 
prez et regarde taut d'autres que je ue pujs uj doibtz le celer k 
Yoetre dicte Majesty. H est tel, Sire, que depuis que je me suis 
retire eu ma maisou de ce lieu avec ma femme et ma &mille (en 
ceste Yolnnt^ de m'estudier en tout et partout it yous fiure paroistr^ 
par tons roes d^portemonts ouvertz et manifestes que je n'aj autre 
but, comme je n'ay jamais eu ny n'auray, qu'it reus rendre tr^- 
bumble service et obb^issance), j*ay eu plusieurs adrertissements 
que Ton £uct joumellement des menses coutre moy. A qnoy ne 
Toulant adjouster foy, estant appuy^ sur une bonne conscience et ne 
me pouvant d^fier de oeulx que je pense debvoir estre mes amys, 
pour m'y &ire toacber an doigt, on m'a amen6 depuis deux jours 
i^ng espion, nomm^ Jacques de I'EscoUe, serviteur du capporal 
Cagnart, de la compagnie du cappitaine la Yerriere, envoy^ en ceste 
yille par sou maistre et par I'enseigne de ladicte compagnie, laquelle 
est en gamison k Courson, distant de buict lieues d'icy, et a confess^ 
avoir cbarge de recogrnoistre la ville, la bauteur des muraalles et ma 
compagnie. Autres me viennent ^ire qu'on me veult tuer et me 
d^signent k peu pres ceux qui out jur6 ma moi*t. Les gamisons qui 
Bont en tons les environs d'icy viennent conrir jusques k demye 
lieue de ceste ville, emmenant les cbevaux de mes gens, font plu- 
sieurs outrages et violences, et disent tout baut qu'ilz vont centre le 
prince de Cond6. Tout cela, Sire, n'a poinct puissance de m'estonner, 
encores moins les faulses et calomnieuses imputations qu*on meet en 
avant centre moy, car Dieu fera paroistre ma fid^lit^. Et s'il est 
question du zele et affection k vostre service, il me fera la gr^e d'en 
laisser beaucoup derriere moy, qui, ayant plus d'apparence que de 
v6rit^, B*efforcent d'esloigner de vous voz bons et loyaux serviteurs 
et subjectz. Je me resjouys que, oultre les preuves du passe, nostre 
obbcissauce k Yostre Majesty s'est encores monstr^ f raiscbement, en 
ce qu*ayant cbacun ung petit bulletin en la main de voz commande- 
mens, nous sommes retoumez en noz maisons. Nostre patience se 
veoit en ce que la bayne ne fast jamais plus aigre ne plus aspre 
centre nous, ny les violences plus fr6quentes, et n^antmoins nous 
n'avons recours qu'it Yostre Majesty, laquelle je supplie tres-bumble- 
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ment, Sii^e, vonloir faire justice desd. entreprinBes, me oomxnander APP. 
ce qu'il voua plaist estre faicfc dud, espion et empescher les insolences ^ ^ 
et d^bordemens dead, gamisons. Je ne veulx onblier, Sire, it vons 
demander aussi justice d'nn menrtre crael et inhnmaiii conmiis depnis 
trois on qnatre jours en la personne d'un de mes escujers, nomni6 
Hercule, au lieu de Blandy, oil il passait. Les informations en 
seront presentees a Yostre Majesty. C'est le troisieme gentilhomme 
des miens qui ont est^ tuez depuis la paix. Le premier, nomm6 le 
cappitaine Bapin, fut d^capit^ it Tbolose. Le second tu6 prez de 
Yillerscosteretz, dont n'a est6 &icte auoune justice. De ce troisieme 
meurtre, je tous supplie tr^humblement, Sire, commander que la 
justice en soit faicte. J'adjousteray, pour la fin, une supplication 
tres-bumble pour le cappitaine Dupr^, lequel depuis ung mois a est6 
arrests prisonnier it Paris : s'il ne se trouve coulpable d'aucun crime, 
comme je m'asseure qu'il ne sera, ajant est^ asseur^ par plusieurs 
de son innocence, il vous plaira. Sire, commander qu'il soit mis en 
sa liberty. 
(Arehiifes of the D^partement du Nord,) 



N(>yer8, 22 juillet 1668. 
Sire, le d^sordre qui se commect tous les jours centre nous, qui, 
soubz YOstre obb^issance, vivons selon la religion r6form6e, nous 
donne ce subject de vous escripre nos doleances, et moy particuliere- 
ment, qui it ceste beure est plus recbercb6 que les autres, sans 89a- 
voir pourquoy ; car on ne me peult mettre assus que je fasse rien 
centre voz 6dictz et ne faiz que vivre en ma maison, soubz la foy 
pubHcque qu'il a pleu it Yostre Majesty donner it voz subgectz et 
promis en la presence des princes estrangers. Nonobstant cela, 
nous nous voions tuez, pillez, saccagez, les femmes forc^es, les filles 
ravies des mains de leurs peres et meres, les grands mis hors de 
leurs charges, les officiers bors de leurs estatz, et tous en g^n^ral 
nommez ennemys de vous. Sire, et de vostre royaume. Et tout cela 
se fiuct sans veoir une senile justice.' Belas! Sire, en quel estat 
sommes-nous r6duictz p Yeoir vostre peuple tuant et faisant ce que 
bon Iny semble sur vos subgectz et sur vostre noblesse, sans estre 
reprins ny cbastiez. C'est une grande consequence que Yostre 
Majesty S9ait trop mieuz comprendre que moy, et qui pis- est, ils 
disent qu'ilz ont le mot du guet, cbose que ne puys et ne veulx 
croire, Et pour aux plus petitz le persuader, disent : * Ne voyez- 
vous pas bien que, quand ilz sent mortz, qu'on ne nous en demande 
rien P Et si le Boy en vouloit faire justice, tous les arbres seroient 
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APP. plus couvertz d'hommes que de fneilles. Vous B9ayez bien qu'il 
. _ ' n'entretient ses forces que pour les deffaire ; car sans cela il nous 

oBteroit les armes et ne permettroit jamais les veoir entre les mains 
du peuple, qui ^ la fin en ponrroit abbaser. Begardez qu'^ ceste 
henre qa*il permect que les villes et le peuple s'associent ensemble, 
s'il n'est pas vray ce que nous vous disons.' YoiU^ Sire, les effectz 
et propos qui se tiennent et font en yostre rojaume. Pour y pour- 
veoir, je m*en remetz k vostre gentil esprit ; car vostre bon jugement 
vous diet assez que qaand il seroit, ce qu'il n'est poinct, que fussions 
meschaiis, £Bbudroit-il qu'il fust diet et pour jamais que soubz vostre 
regno on exer9ast tons ces d^sordres et cruaultez. Qui est celny 
qui peult asseur^ment vous conseiller rompre la foj publicqne P Je 
m'asseure. Sire, qu'il n'y a Eloquent nj orateur qui peust faire croire 
que ce fust bien faict de faire le contraire de ce qu'estes oblig4 en vers 
voz subgectz de leur administrer et faire bonne justice, et en quelle 
extr6mit6 seroient r^duictz voz princes et noblesse de se veoir bors 
d'esp^rance de justice. Je 89a7, Sire, qu'il 7 en a qui pensent estre 
bien fiers, qui diront que Ton nous la fiedct. Mais s'ilz vous dlsent 
que I'on nous bailie I'umbre pour le corps, ilz diront vray ; car nous 
avons veu M. le M^ de Coss6 en Picardie et en la ville d' Amiens, et 
puys c'est tout. Nous avons veu des maistres des requestes a 
Auxerre. Qu'est-ce qu'ilz ont faict P Bien. Voila, Sire, Tumbre ; 
mais rien ne s'est veu en effect. Je s^ay, Sire, que Vostre Majeste 
ne trouvera mauvais la hardiesse que je prends de vous escrire ceste 
lettre et de vous envoyer les informations d'un soldat que j'ay prins 
icy, que le cappitaine Laguette, qui est en garnison k Auxerre, 
envoyoit icy pour adviser les moyens pour me faire une estrette ; 
qui est une chose estrange veoir ainsy traicter les princes de vostre 
sang qui ne bougent de leurs maisons, et pour cela Ton chercbe a 
les fidre mourir. De cela je n'ay peur ; car j'espere bien me garder 
d'eulx et de plus braves qu'eulx, quand il plaira k Yostre Majesty 
ne se mesler ny porter telz rustres centre moy. Et veoys qu'il n'y 
a que deux jours qu'aviez escript une lettre a M. de Tavannes, par 
laquelle vous luy faisiez entehdre vostre volunte, qui est que vous 
vouliez qu'on me laissast en repos en ma maison, vivant sans rumpre 
ny enfreindre vos ecditz (sic) et ordonnances. Mais je m'asseure. Sire, 
que led. S*" de Tavannes ne s^ait rien de oeulx qui centre moy veul- 
lent quelque chose entreprendre ; car je le cognois do trop longue 
main ennemy de ceulx qui ne veuUent qu'entretenir les troubles. 
Parquoy je croy que cecy se faict k son desceu. Mais tonteffois. 
Sire, les choses passent ainsy. Suppliant tres-humblement Yostre 
Majesty de faire naistre quelque bel ordre pour changer la malheu- 
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reuse disoorde en Concorde amyable, et rhorrible orage de gnerre a PP 
craelle qui le tourmente et menace en tranquillity paisible. Ce ^- 

fistisant, Sire, vous verrez avecques voz vertnz relnire vostre royaume, 
qui est desji^ pasle des peines pass^es et pr6sentes. 

(Archives of the Dipartemewt du NardJ) 



Noyers, 22 aoiit 1568. 

Sire, j'ay re^eu la lettre qu'il vous a pleu m'escripre par Tun de 
voz valletz de chambre, present porteur ; m'esmerveillaDt bien fort 
que Vostre Majesty desire entendre quel ordre j*auray donn6 au 
recouvrement des sommes des deniers qui ont est6 promises par 
ceulz de la Religion, lorsque Tedict de paciffication fut conclude 
attendu que cela deppend du bon plaisir de Vostre Majesty ; ne 
pouvant y pourvoir sans avoir les commissions de contrainctes qui 
sont n6cessaires pour Fassiette et cottisation desd. deniers ; Texp^- 
dition desquelles il vous plaira commander, affin que je puisse user 
en cela de telle diligence que je S9ay bien le faict le requ^rir, comme 
je ferayen toutes autres choses qui concemeront vostre service. 
Quant ik ce qu'il a pleu a Vostre Majesty envoyer pardevers le S' 
de Tavannes pour luy faire entendre vostre intention sur le meurtre 
oommis en la personne du S** Damauzay a ce que la justice en soit 
faicte, Dieu veuille que Vostre Majesty puisse estre mieulx ob^ye eh 
cela qu'elle n'a accoustum^, et qu'entre tant d'autres insolences qui 
ont est^ commises et qui se commectent encores joumellement par 
tons les endroictz de ce royaulme, on commence k faire chastiment 
et punition dud. meurtre, affin que Taudace des mourtriers soyt 
reffr6n6e qui s'augmente tons les jours, comme depuis pen de temps 
on a veu a Meaulx, oil il en a est^ tu6 beauconp de ceulx de la 
Religion, et en Auvergne, d'ou la pluspart sont fagitifz, et ceulz 
desquelz on a pen se saisir constituez prisonniers et d^valisez, en 
sorte qu'il est ais^ h veoir qu'on tient fort peu de compte de voz 
commandemens et de vostre voulloir et intention; et ce qui est 
cause que je ne pxds esp^rer mieulx a Fadvenir est qu'on faict 
acheminer par de^a ung grand nombre de forces et que j 'attends 
d'heure k autre d*estre assi^g6 en ce lieu pour recevoir semblable 
traictement que les autres et pire que je n*ay encores receu ; remec- 
tant k faire domain entendre k Vostre Majesty plus particulierement 
par homme expres les tortz, injures et indignitez qu'on me faict et 
les advertissemens que je re^oys de jour k autre des beauz^es* 
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j^P^ Beings qai se pr^pazent contre moy et contre tons oenlx de la 
IL Beligion. 

(BMioik^ mpMaU, 113. Colbert, 24, Y\ 178.) 



n. 

Despatches and docnments firom the State Paper Office, London 
(French Papers)^ from Maj 12, 1568, to Maroh 10, 1569. 

Norreya to Cecil, 

(xzTBACT.) May 12, 1568. 

I receyvid jonr letter of the first of maye, right honorable, the 
8 of the same, wherbj I finde yon desirons to nnd^rstande wher the 
prince and the admirall are. Yt may please yon to be advertised 
that the prince is now at Mnrrett, in Picardy, at the marques 
Bothelin his mother in lawe's honse, the admirall at Chastillon, the 
cardinall Chastillon at Brayle in Bennoys, mons** d'Andelott at 
Tanley. 

The thinges here goithe not to ther behalfe as I wolde wishe or 
desire ; for that 1 finde thes here do the goo abonte to strengthen 
themselfs and weaken the Beligion and the fovorers therof what 
they may ; insomiche as wher so ever they shall make eny attempt, 
yt shal be (as they thinck) to the advantage of the papists, and to 
the great hinderance of them of the Beligion ; and wherby ther 
devices which now they have in hande may not be disclosid, they 
have cassid all them to Ithat f ] be of the Beligion, withe intent to 
lydd the King's honse of all that be snspectid therof. 

All things are mlid by Mons*" de Anjon, who, thonghe yonnge, yet 
a most emest and cmell ennemy against the favorers of Beligion^ 
and now hathe his prevy connselers, the cardinall of Lorreine beinge 
the chefiest ; he fnrther hathe hischanncelor, whiche snbmittethe and 
sealithe all soch things as the good olde channcelor of the Elinges 
refnsithe to seele, which thing he hathe so to harte, as he is retirid 
him home to his owne honse in the towne of Paris ; and wher as the 
King's channcelor I meane, who nether for love nor droad wolde 
seal eny thing against the statutes of the realme, or that might be 
prejndiciall to the same, this of M' d'Anjon*s refnsithe nothing that 
is proferid to him. . . . 
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Norreys to Queett BUmbetK 

(axTBAOT.) June 4,1668, 

« . , • Ther bathe lately passid dirers letters from the cardinal APP. 
de Lorreine to the prince of Condey, the wiche the said prince hathe ^ 
answered partly by letters againe, and partly by worde of mouthe. 
Amongst other the cardinal wrotte the 28 of maye nnto him, wherin 
he reqoirid the prince to treade all things paste onder fote, and to 
remember that they were nyghe allyed together, beside that for the 
comon pacis sake, he wold gladly be reconoilyed nnto biTn ; more- 
over, that he doutid not bnt that the prince had harde meny things 
of him, as toching his good will towards him ; more then was true. 
Whernnto the prince made a resolnte answer, that the cardinal was 
an enemy, bothe to Ck>d and man, to the common tranqnillite and 
peace of this realme, and that ther cnlde be no reconciliation betwixt 
them, nnless the cardinal! wolde departe the conrte, and leave the 
pertorbing of the common peace of the realme, which were the 
meanes to cause him the lesse to be offendid with him. 

Mary, for the admitting him amongst the number of his £&ends, 
he wished him never to loke for it ; but this the cardinall answerid 
that he had askid leave of the Kinge to departe the courte, but His 
Majesty wolde not suffer him so to doo, and therfor he required the 
prince not to be offendid withe his abiding ther. The prince replyed 
agein that soche deceites were not able to circumvent liiTn^ adding 
hereunto meny hothe words, insomuch as the cardinall, the last of 
maye, sent him a flatte answer, that he wolde not leave the courte 
unless he were driven from thens. How these differences will 
Buccede, yt will appeare at the marishall Momorance's retume to 
the courte, who presently is gone to mett his brother Damville at 
Chantille, and is lokyd for here abowt the YIL^ of this instant. I 
am given secretly to understand, at this repayer hether, that the 
nn marishalls coming together will make nete opposicions ageinst 
the card, of Lorreine, and requier execution of justice, with redresse 
of some other disorder ; so as uppon his retume consistithe the 
hole matter. 

Morover yt may like Your Maj. to be advertised that meny of 
the Beligion that dwelte in the good townes, understanding with 
what crueliy the protestantes were usid, do not retyer to ther 
howses, but kepe them in the feldes, with ther captains, in trouppes 
in diverse places ; wheruppon the King hathe adressid his secrett 
letters to 212 places in this reahne (for so meny are privily printed) 
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APP. wherof I send one unto Your Maj., to chardge the gOTemors, in case 
_ ^' ^ they finde eny accompenies or assemblees, to ranne uppon them by 
force of armes, and pntt them to the sworde, and if they retyer 
into the cities, that ther armes shnld be takin from them ; wherin 
Your Maj. will judge ther is smale place of snrety for them of the 
Religion, ether in towne or felde. Yt is forther to be notyd that, 
after the publications of the peace, the King sent prevy letters 
throngheowt the roalme, that the protestants retnmyng to ther 
bowses, they shuld be disarmed at ther entrey into the townes, 
wherof divers of them returning without armour, having lifte yt 
in the contrey with ther frendes, are not suffered to enter, but 
chargid to retume the fetche ther armes, and namely at Meauz, the 
first of June, divers were reftisid for the same cawse. 

At Lyons the peace was proclaymid the 15 of maye, and the day 
following came ther a curryar with the Kinge's letters, that His 
Maj. meanid not that ther shuld be eny preaching ther, whiche 
they of the Religion have emestly sought here, and bathe wrought 
all good meanes to atteine the same. Here your Maj. may peroejrve 
how indirectly they mynde to precede in observing th'edicte of 
pacification. 

On sondaye lasfce, the prince of Gondey sent a gentilman to the 
Kyng, to beseache His Maj. to minister justice ageinst soche as 
murther them of the Religion, and as he entrid into the cite, ther 
were five slain in S^ Anthonis streate, not farr finom my lodging. 
Of this cruel murther he complaynid to the Queene. She promisid 
justice shuld be executed uppon the offenders, but as yet nothing is 
done. ... 

Ncrreys to Queen Elizabeth. 

Jane 7, 1568. 

Yt may like Your most excellent Majesty that the 6 of this instant, 
Mons'' admirall sent to me one of his purposly withe request that I 
shulde spedely advertise Your M. of that which he thoughte hini- 
selffe bounde in conscience to gyve Your H. to understand of, know- 
ing Your M. to be the chefest favorer of Religion of your estat tliat 
lyvithe, so wolde he not but toching you so neere as this dothe, 
Your M. shulde be spedely advertised therof. As that the cardinall 
of Lorrein, who alone dothe all in every thing, hathe promizid to 
Mons' d'Anjou the King's brother, two hundrid M ffrankes yerly of 
the clergy of Fraunce to sustein the romish religion, wherto the 
pope, the kinge of Spaine, and other papisticall princes, hathe 
promisid all helpe and succour in every thing that Mons*" attempt to 
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the ruin of ihem of the Religion ; and the cardinal], the better to APP. 
incorage him in this hia enterprise, promisithe that the Q. of Scotts ^,_ 
shall be brought into Frannce, and that he will cause her to yelde to 
the King's brother all hir estat that she hathe or pretendid to have 
to your realme of Inglande, trusting hereby as well to kindell Your 
Highnea realme ther, as he hathe done and daily dothe thers heere ; 
so that the admirall's humble request to Your Honor is ss it 
tochithe Your H. and your realme most nere, evin so that Your 
M. will most circumspectly consider therof in time, and as now 
the Q. of Scotts is in your M. disposicion, so lyithe yt in you to 
frustrat the cardinal's expectacion, as to your Highnes most grave 
and wise judgement shall seme most expedient. 

Thus having delivered nnto Your M. that which I was charged 
withall, yt may like Your H. further to understande of great 
practizes usid of late to surprize the nobUite here, as the prince of 
Gond6 was sought to have bin nntrappid by Lavallete, Mons*' 
radmirall by Ghavigny, his brother Dandelot by Tavan and 
Barbasius ; but when they shnld cnm to ther matters in execution, 
they fbunde ther consell revelid, and them in soche order to receyve 
them, as beinge advertised therof, retumid witheowt making any 
attempt. Sins whiche time soche is the dowte of the fidelite they 
have of theres here, as they have cassid sundry of ther secretaris 
commises, thinking ther practises and others revelid by them being 
suspected to bo of the Religion, insomiche that the receyver of 
Senlitz, commise to Yilleroy, and Sagot, commise to I'Obespine, are 
dischargid, and it is thought that divers others shal follow. And it 
may further like Your Highnes to understande that this practise is 
not alone in hande, as by the seight the cardinaJl of Lorrein caused 
the Pariziens to exhibitt to the Kinge that yt will please him to 
gvyci the government of the Isle of Frannce and Paris to his brother, 
Mons' d'Anjou, whiche heretofore the Momorancys hathe till now 
inyvid, and now in his absens, being in his diett, gotten from him, 
whiche is thought will cause moche unqnietnes uppon his retume 
hethe^ ageine ; so as I thincke no lesse aa farr as I can see into this 
ther trubHd estate, but that I shall, er it be longe, advertise Your 
Highnes of new taking of armes ageinst the cardinall, who pre- 
parithe by all meanes to withstande the same, bothe by the EjDg's 
force, now under Monsieur's govemement, under whom he no we 
Bhrowdithe himselffei as also his owne and all his ffrendes. 
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Narreya to Queen EUzabetK 

(xxTaAOT.) June 23, 1668. 

j^pp^ » . • . • The prince of Condey at this present lyethe at a towns 

11^ of the princesse his wiflTe in Bnrgondy, callid Noyers, fifty and 
fowre leages from Paris. The towne is stronge and closid withe 
a faire river, and a stronge castell in the same, which they doo daily 
fortifye. The prince hathe two hundrid soldiers to kepe the towne, 
besides divers well appointed gentilmen and capteins, and thirtie 
miles about, the gentilmen of that country being for the most parte 
of the Religion doo kepe ther howses well accompanid, and are in a 
redines to waight on the prince when so he shall oommaunde them 
therto. 

Monsieur Dandelott lyethe at a castell of his callid Tanley, fowre 
leagues from the prince, wher he is also well accompanid withe 
divers capteins. The towne of Bochelle hathe now the thirde time 
bine admonished to render itself to the King again, and to receive 
Boche gamison as the Kinge shulde appoint, but the chefe of the 
towne have aunswerid even as afore that, onlesse in other places 
they of the Religion be better receyvid and the peace more observid 
than it is yet, they were mynded to receive no gamison, and mor- 
over that they have bine so true always to ther kyngs, that when 
they were under the dominion of Inglande, of ther owne accorde 
and good will, they rendrid themselfs to the kinge of Fraunce, and 
aydid him ageinst the Englishe to ther powre, for the whiche then 
done they hadd divers privileges graunted them, which of late have 
bin violated and broken. The towne also callid Oyan, 18 miles 
frx)m Orleans, hathe likewise refhsid to take eny gamison, as also 
hathe Nymes and Montpellier, and as yet are for the prince. . • • 



The Prince de Oonde to Queen Elizabeth. 

1a Bochelle, 15 septembre 1568. 

(Mada)me, c'est bien k men tres-grand regret (que je viens 
vous) faire entendre ung si triste et lamentable subiect et (que je 
8uis) contrainct vous d6clairer par le menu la piti6 et desolation 
(dont je suis) tanct afflig^. Mais, puisque la n6cesisite m'en con* 
voye, (je crois devoir) despescher un personnaige Eloquent et digrne 
d'une grande charge, (le S*") de Cavaignes, conseiller du Boy en sa 
court do parlomout de (Paris? ou Bordeaux? pourXmieujL vous 
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expiimer les caases et raisons qai mont meues la (-dessos). Lequel APP. 
je vous supplie tres-hmnblement vouUoir croire et adjou(ter foi a . ^' 
ce) qu*il vous dira de ma part, comme vous vouldries faire k moy- 
mes(me. Me) remectant sur la suffisance et capacity, je finiray ceste 
lettre (priant le) Cr^ateur, Madame, qu'il vous augmente ses 
sainctes gpr^ces et maintienne (toujours en saute) tr^s-boime et 
longue vye. 

Escript a la Rochelle le xv (septembre) 1668.^ 

Vostre tres-humble et tres-ob^yssant s(erviteur). 

Lots db Boubbon. 



The Prince de Navarre to Cecil. 

30 d^embre 1568. 
Monsieur Cecill, ayant entendu par les sieurs de Stuart et de 
Renty, Taffection et bonne volunte que vous portes a la juste et 
legitime cause par laquelle M. le prince de Cond6, mon oncle, et moi^ 
et plusidurs autres grands seigneurs, cappitaines et autres de ce 
royaume, avons prins les armes^ et aussi les bons offices que vous 
faictes envers la Royne, vostre souveraine, pour nous y favoriser et 
secourir, ainsi qu'elle a tousiours faict comme princesse chrestienne 
et tres-vertueuse, je n'ay pas voulu falir de vous en remercier 
de tout mon cueur, regardant qu'en ceste cause commune a tons 
ceulx qui par la misericorde de nostre Dieu sommes distraitz de la 
tyrannic du pape, il y va, oultre nostre particuliere ruyne, de la 
gloire et bonneur de Nostre- Seigneur Jesus-Christ, pour lequel il 
ne faut espargner cbose qui soit au moyen et puissance des bommes. 
Quant audict S"^ prince, mon oncle, et moy, qui avons embrasse la 
protection et deffense de ceste saincte querelle, nous sommes tons 
r6solus d'y employer no2 biens et vies, et si vous pouvez asseurer, 
monsieur CecilJ, que nous n'oblierons rien de nostre deb voir a vous 
racongnoistre voz bons offices, pour lesquelz aussi une grande et 
forte partie de la noblesse et des bons poldate de la France vous de- 
meureront en obligation et vous en ferout v^olontiers le plaisir et 
service que vous vouldr^s tirer d'eulx. Je ne vous feray point icy 

* The date of the month and all the same volume, is dated La BocJiellCy Sep- 

words or syllables enclosed within tcmbir 14. The original of this docu- 

brackets are wanting in the original, ment, with autograph signature and 

which has been damaged by fire. The subscription, is preserved in the British 

letter from Coligny, which accompanied Museum^ Cotton MSS., Caligiila £. Vl. 
thiB, and of which the original is in the 
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APP mention de ce qui s'esfc faicfc efc passe depuis la prinse des armes, 
. ^' . d'acdtant que vous Tentendr^s bien particulierement et au vray par 
le discours qui en est envoj^ par ce porteur. Bien avons-nous de 
quoj louer et remercier Dieu de Tassistance que nous avons trouy6 
en luy, le suppliant la nous youloir continaer, et vous donner, Mon- 
sieur Cecill, en parfaicte sant^, longue vie. 
De Thouars, le xxx« de d6c. 1568 . 

Vostre bien bon amy, 

Henby. 

The Prince de Conde to Cecil, 

81 d^embre 1568. 

Monsieur Cecill, le plaisir et fauvenr que nous avons re^eu de vous 
k toutos occasions qui se sont cy-devant presentees d'employer vostre 
credit pour nous envers laroyne d'Angleterre, nous ont faictesperer 
qu'^ ce coup, et en ce temps auquel il semble que tons les ennemjs 
de la relligion refform^e ayent conjoinctement complofct^ et conjur6 
la ruyne d'icelle, vous continuer^s ceste bonne affection et volunt6 
envers nous, en quoy nous n'avons est6 tromp6s, si ce n'est d'une 
chose, s^avoir est que nous ne pbuvions ni debvions, pour le pen de 
moyens que nous avons eu de prendre nostre revanche du passe, 
esp^rer la moindre partie des bons et favorables offices qu'il vous 
a pleu nous despartir envers Sa Majesty pour obtenir le secours et 
assistance que nous luy avons demand6e en ses demiers troubles, et 
dont monsieur Estuard nous a faict bien particulierement et au long 
le r^cit. Dieu, qui est le remundrateur de telles et si saintes oeuvres, 
le vous rendra en son paradis. De nostre part, nous vous prions 
croyre qu'il ne se pr^sentera oncques occasion ne recognoistre ce 
plaisir faict si bien k propos, que nous ne I'acceptions de la mesme 
franchise et affection dont nous s^avons que vous uzes envers nous 
et sur ce, apres vous avoir pr6sent6 mes bieus affectionn^es recom- 
mandations, je prieray le Createur vous tenir, Mons*" Cecill, en sa 
saincte garde. 

De Thouars en Poytou, le dernier de decembre 1568. 
Vostre bien affectionne et oblige amy. 

Lots de Bourdon. 

0. North to Cecil, 

December SO, 1568, and Jannaiy 11, 1569. 
(jreting, right honorable. To encreas my creditt after PJimouth 
broyles, I tendid my travell to Rochello, wher I arrivid the 26 of 
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October, and hearing the princes of Navare and Oondie were in APP. 
campp before Pons, 14 leagues from thence, I presentid myself unto 
them the last of the same. The moroe, being the first of november, 
we herd that Mons^ de Grujse, M' Briszack, and Mens'* Martigo 
were cum within 6 leages with 3,000 horse and 10,000 fotemen. 
The prince leaving the chardge of Pons to M' de Pile, went to en- 
countar the enemye, who, not leonine but leporine, lyett tumid the 
brydell. We folowyd them fower dayes, and so near as count 
Montgomerie, who leads the poynct of the wauntgard, with whom 
by the prince commandement I continuallie was, as appieryth by 
his lettars to Your Honour, sundrie tymes dislodgid them, fynding 
theyr supper prepared, but we guests unlokid for, they wanted 
curradge to abyd and bed us welcome, never loking back till they 
came to Chavonie (Ghauvigny), 7 leagues from Chatelero, and 8 
from Poytiers, wher the count with 10 comets of horsmen onlie 
presented them battell the 4 of november, which they refusid, and 
tooke the gard of a bridge well one hundrid passe over. That nyght 
we wonne the same, forcid the enemie to abandon the town, leaving 
5 ensignes of footmen in the castell. 

The 5 of november, by break of daye, we passid over ower vaunt- 
gard, folowyng the enemie as afore, leaving the castell to the prince 
cumming, which was uppon the first summons rendrid. 

The 6 we came within one miell of Chastelero wher the Kyng's 
brother was with 3,000 horse and 8,000 footmen ; he then strong 
6,000 horse and 18,000 fotemen. 

The 7 we presentid them battell with owr vauntgarde in nomber 
2,500 horse and 6,000 footmen, but they wold take no knowledge 
of us. 

The 8 we kept the field the whoU day, till we hadd intelligence 
by certayn pressonars that they had fortefyed the passedge to 
Chatelero, entrenchid theyr ordnance, and ment to stand to the 
gard of the same. The 9 and 10 we returned without any exployt. 

The ll*'' we came to Chavonie {Ghauvigny) againe, meaning to 
traye the enemie from his force to the field. The 12^ to Mortimer,* 
wher the prince and lord^ being in counsell, one sent from the 
bysshop of Poytiers to kyll the prince of Conde waa taken in the 
conncell chamber, with his pistolet chargid for the same, who at the 
first confessid the wholl, affirming that a hundred more had promesid 
the lyck attempt. 

The 13 to Ganson (Gen^ij), wher the prince of Condee callid 
me privatlie unto hym, and after long discourse he advancid himself 

» Three leagues to the south of ChaurigDy. ^.^^.^^^ ^^ GoOqIc 
V 2 ^ 
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APP. to the rest of the lords, sayeng he covetid nothing more en onceth 
^ ^^' to speak with the Quene's Ma** his mistres, commanding Her 
M**** vertuose above all princes christened, willing me (thoughe 
most unworthy) to wytnes of his repart, declaring that after his 
lasfc warrs the french king desyrid him to leade ane armie into 
England, which he utterlie refasid with much more then thes letters 
purport. 

The 14 to Chaney (Chenay), wher I had commission delivered 
me ageynst cdl papists by name French, Spanierd, Italian, Portungall 
or others whatsoever enemies to Beligion, with reward in favore of 
300 crowns. 

The 15 the enemies had apoyntid his randevous at Saynsom 
(SanoRai), and owr vauntgarde determined the same, so both the 
marshall of ether campp arivid there at one instant. The enemye 
tooke the field, back with a great wood, presented battell which 
was most desyrid of ub ; both the armies approchid within shott of 
harguebus, our vauntgarde advancid, they retyrid with the losse of 
a number both horsmen and footmen, wher Mons*^ Martigo was hurt 
in the arme with a shott. 

The 16, by break of day, we were in the field ; the enemie showid 
not ; count Montgomerie discoverid the wood ; we found the enemie 
fled, and by prisonars that we towk, we understode his fear in 
flyglit, we folowyd on the spurr and so near as by none we gaynid 
most part of all theyr carredge to the number of 160 carts, estimed 
at 100,000 crowns, besydos prisnars of sundrie condicion, forcid them 
to take the guard of a great wood before Lusinian, 3 leagues from 
Poicters, wher they had for theyr better defence placid theyr artil- 
lerie. Owr footmen entred the wood with a volie of 8,000 shott, the 
count backt them in the face of the cannon which was dischargid by 
account 360 shott, kyle with the same but 6 and hurt 3. We lost 
in all 65 ; the enemy 12 capteyns of footemen and 700 others. This 
skyrmysh, or rather assaute, continid long within nyght, for if we 
had enjoyed the benefitt of daye, wo had won theyr great shott from 
them. The 17, very earlie, we presentid them battell agayne, wher 
certeyn advancing themselves out of the wood unarmid, desyrid to 
park, enquyring severalye for theyr frynds and acquaytances, sum 
for his father, for his brother, and sum for theyr neyghbours, all 
affyrmyng we myght depart ; for they ment not to abyde battell, 
saying they were for the malice of myschevous cardinall compel'd 
to wer armes agaynst theyr conscyence. 

The IS*'* to Vousale (Vouzailles) wher the princes sojomed 4 
dayes, wher I had my congie, and returned to Rochelle* Sence my 
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comming from the campp, the news is that Mons' Briszack, the 24 APP. 
of november, ment to distres connt Montgomerie in bis quartar, bnt ^- 
hj the admirall's policy he was prevented and lost 5 comets of horse 
and 700 footemen. It is sajd for certayn that sundry tymes in theyr 
charging the enemy doth flyng away his pistolet and embrassythe 
"those that doe encounter with them. 

P.'ScrvpL The last of december the queen of Navarr was certifyed 
from the prince of Condee that deuk de Mall (due d^Aumale), Guise's 
bi-other, with 11 cornets of horsemen and 5,000 footmen went to cut 
of the dewk of Deuponts, who was comming to joyn with tihe prince, 
but Mons' de Chamisey, who hath the leading of the prince of 
Orange's vauntgarde having intelligence therof, in one nyght made 
a cavalcade of 16 leagues, distressid the dewk de Mall, overthrew 
all his footmen and forcid hymself with part of his horsmen in 
Reynes (Beivis), wher he is nowe besygid by the prince of Orange. 
The second of januarie Mons^ d'Andelot and count Montgomerie 
did Wynne a combbat near to Sommers (Savmur) in this ordar : 
Mons' d'Andelot and the count offrid to parle with th' enemie, and 
theyr soldyers drawyng near to hear the same, owers on the con- 
trary sied, brack suddenly certaynbarrs of windose, entrid in and 
put all to the sword, recompensing heavin the cruelty which was 
first offrid by the Philistiens at Milloy before, contrarie to ther 
promes. 

The Kyng's arraie is devidid in garrisons opon the river of Loyr 
to hyndar ower passeige. The prince lyeth nowe at Toward 
{Thouars), The 9 of this present Saynt Michells was wonhe, wher 
all was lykwys put to the sword : theyr warrs growe more crewell 
then afore. 

The Prince de NavaiTe to Cecil, 

10 Janvier 1669. 

Monsieur Cecill, encores que par la lettre que je vous ay naguieres 
escripte de ce Ueu par celluy que M. le prince de Conde, mon oncle, 
et moy, avons despesche en Angleterre, et par le discours qu'il a 
emporte quant et soy, vous ayez v6ritablement entendu I'estat de 
noz armes, et Toccasion pour laquelle nous les avons en main, si 
juste et si legitime, que par les seuls bons offices que vous faictes 
envers la Royne, vostre souveraine, pour nostre aide et assistance, 
vous approuves assez manifestement noz actions, dont je loue Dieu, 
si n'ay-je pas voulu laisser partir le S"" de Douet, present porteur, 
gentilhomme d'honneur et de qualitc, envoy^ de la part dudict seig*" 
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APP prince, mon oncle, et de la mienne, devers ladicte dame royne, ponr 
la r^y^rer, comme nous devons, de son secours et assistance, sans vons 
faire oo mot de lettre, poar yons prier, Monsieur CecUl, de continner 
envers ladicte dame yoz bonnes intentions et faveur de la canse qne 
nons soustenons, et Dien, qni est le juste jnge de noz actions, le vons 
saura et vonldra bien rendre, et de nostre part, qni sommes as« 
sembl^s en son nom, et pour son service, ne laisserons rien en 
arriere de nostre devoir et pouvoir pour la recognoissance de voz 
bonnes voluntas et offices ; M. le cardinal de Chastillon, mon cousin, 
qui est par del^ aura bien souvent de noz nouveUes, et vous aussi, 
sans vous desguiser aucune chose, comme voluntiers font noz 
ennemjs, qui chassent la v^rit^ en toutes sortes. Cependant je 
vous recommanderaj encores la continuation de voz bonnes affec- 
tions, et supplieray le Cr^ateur vous donner. Monsieur GeciU, bonne 
et longue vie. 

De Thouars, ce dbdeme jour de Janvier 1569. 

Votre bon et affectionn^ amy, 

Henbt. 
(A similar letter from the Prince de Gond6 of the same date.) 

The Prince de Navarre to Queen Elizabeth. 

2 f^vrier 1569. 
Madame, s*en alant le sieur de Vezines, pr^^ant porteur, devers 
vous, ne I'aj pas voulu laisser partir sans vous escripre ce mot de 
lettre, pour toujours me ramentevoir en vostre bonne grace et 
souvenance, et vous oSrir mon affectionn^e volunct^ k vous faire 
service, quand il plaira k Dieu m'en donner quelque bonne occasion. 
Atendant laquelle et remetant aussi audict sieur de Vezines k vous 
&ire bien amplement entendre de nos nouveUes, je salue voz bonnes 
graces de mes plus humbles reoommandations, et supplie Dieu vous 
donner, Madame, heureuse et longue vie. 
De Niort, le segund jour de febvrier, 

Vostre tr&s-humble et ob^issant cousin, 

Henbt. 

The Princes de Navarre and de OondA to the Prince of Ora/nge.^ 

10 f^Trier 1569. 
Monsieur mon cousin, nous avons entendu qn'on a commence 
vous tenir propos de la paix, et comme nous 89avons au vray que 

> The originals of this and the three Paper Office, but copies of them, sent to 
following letters are not in the State Cecil by Norrejs on the 9th of Maj. 
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c*est ung moyen par lequel nos ennemya vetdent empescher on ^^ 

retarder le secours qn'il vous plaist nous donner, nous vous prions, > , — 

sans aucnnement yous airester k ces beaux langages que le cardinal 
de Lorreine et ses adb^rans font mectre en avant pour yous tromper 
et circumvenir, vous acbeminer le plus diligemment qu'il yous sera 
possible au passage de la riyiere de Loire, ou esiant, nous aurons 
mojen de nous joindre avec yous, et nous rondre maistres de noz 
ennemjs, de Dieu, de bien et repos de ce royaume, mais du r6sidu 
de toute la cbrestiente, et lors nous leur baillerons telle loj que nous 
Youldrons, et que nous congnoistrons estre n^cessaire pour yiyre 
cy-apres en seuret6 et repos de conscience, yous priant, Monsieur 
mon cousin, croire qu*il n'y a aucun moyen d'y paryenir que par 
uno bonne et adyantageuse yictoire, ou apres ce que nous aurons 
reduictz noz ennemys k tel poinct et extr^mit^ qu'ils puissent 
toucher au doigt qu'il n'y a moyen de nous pouyoir r^sister ; ce 
qu'ils sentiront et recongnoistront en brief, et aussitost que nous 
serous joinctz, unis ensemble. Et sur ce, faisant fin a la pr^sente 
par noz bien humbles recommandations a yoz bonnes gr&ces, nous 
prierons le Cr^ateur yous tenir. Monsieur mon cousin, en sa saincte 
garde. 

De Nyort, le 10 f^y. 1569. 

Yoz plus affectionnez cousins et parfaicts amys, 

Henrt. Lots de Boubbon. 

{Au desBoubz ;) Messeigneurs les princes m'ont command^ de me 
signer a ce bout de lectre, 

Chastillon. 



The Prmeea de Navarre and de Oonde to the French O&rUlemen s&rvviig 
in the Army of the Prince of Ora/nge. 

10 fSvrier 1569. 

A MM. de Janlys, de Mouy, Moryilliers, Argenlieu et autres 
seigneurs, gentUzhommes de France, estans k I'arm^e de Mons. le 
prince d'Orange. 

Messieurs, nous ayons entendu que on est entr6 ayec yous en 
quelque pourparler de paLx, et^ parce que nous sayons certainement 
que c*est yraye ruze, de laquelle noz ennemys usent k leur acoustumd 
pour destoumer, desgoutter les forces estrangeres qui yiennent k 
nostre secours, nous yous ayons bien voulu prior ne yous endormir 
liudessus, et n^antmoins yous faire entendre la forme dont nous 
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tenir semblable langage. Le sicnr de Malassise, maistre d'hostel 
ordinaire da Boy, snr le commencemeiit des troubles, estant k 
Lymoge, nous envoya demand er sanf-condnict pour nous ^re 
entendre quel que chose de la part (comme il disoit) de S. M. 
auquel nous feismes responce que tant que le Roy seroit tenu et 
posB^d^ par le cardinal de Lorreine et ses adh^rans, ennemys de ce 
royaume et du repos public, nous ne recevi*ions aucune chose qui 
nous seroit dicte ou escripte soubz le nom de S. M. comme venant 
d'elle, ains comme estant forg^e et bastie en la bouticque dudict 
cardinal. H n'y a que deux ou trois jours que le sieur de Poully est 
venu k nous de la part (comme il disoit) de la Royne, pour adviser 
s'il y avoit quelque moyen de pacifier les affaires ; auquel sans per- 
mectre qu*il entrast plus avant en besongne, on couppa broche, et 
Iny diet-on que, tant que le cardinal de Lorreine et autres pension- 
naires du roy d'Espaigne, ancien et capital ennemy de la France, 
seroit aupres de nostre roy, on ne presteroit Toreille k aucun accord 
que on voulust proposer, bien certains que, demeurant S. M. asserrie 
et gouvem^e par telle maniere de gens, tons les traictez et accordz 
ne seroient qu'autant de pi^ges tenduz pour nous tromper et sur- 
prendre. H nous semble que youa debvez tenir semblable langage 
k ceux qui yous parleront de la paix, leur remonstrant en oultre 
qu'il seroit mal s^ant que telles choses fussent par vons tndct^ez et 
maniacs sans nous en advertir et nous faire entendre ce qu'ils auront 
propose. Ce sera ung moyen pour nous advertir souvent de voz 
nouvelles et de Testat de voz affaires, vous priant cependant n'inter- 
mectre pour cela aucun exploict ou effort de guerre, ny perdre aucun 
advantaige que vous peussiez gaigner sur nos ennemys, et vous 
r^souldre qu'il n'y a moyen d'acqu6rir repos en ce royaume, que par 
une bonne et advantageuse victoire, ou bien apres ce que nous aureus 
reduictz nosdictz ennemys k tel poinct et extr6mit6 qu'ilz puissent 
toucher au doigt qu*il n'y a moyen de nous r^sister, ce que, Dieu 
aydant, ils sentiront et recongnoistront en brief, et si tost que nous 
serous joinctz et uniz ensemble. A ceste heure, nous vous prions, 
pour rhonneur de Dieu, sans vous endormir en telles et semblables 
. Borcelleries, vous acheminer au passage de la riviere de Loire, en la 
plus grande diligence qu'il vous sera possible, et esp^rons, par ce 
moyen, vous veoir en brief. Nous prierons le Cr^ateur vous tenir. 
Messieurs, en sa saincte garde. 
De Nyort, ce 10* febvrier 1569. 

Voz bien affectionnez parens et meilleurs amys, 

Henry. Lots dj^^ Boubbon. 
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J'ai en conge de Mcsseigneurs les princes de vous faire icy mes APP. 
bien affection n^es recommandations. «— — ^ — 

Chastillon. 

The Princes de Navarre and de Gonde to the Due de Deva-Ponts, 

20 f^TTier 1669. 

Monsieur mon cousin, la presente sera pour vous prier de, suivant 
les nostres depescbes que nous vous avons fetes, vous acbeminer 
droict h nous sans faire sejour en aucun lieu, vous en venir droict 
gaigner le passage de la riviere de Loyre a la part oil ce porteur 
vous dira, esp^rans, avec Tayde de Dieu, qu'estans joinctz nous 
aurons bientost la raison de noz ennemys. Nous avons advou^ par 
noz despescbes pr6c6dentes, comme nous faisons par cestuy-cy, les 
actes d'bostilite que vous ferez en France, comme tendans au bien 
de la cause pour laquelle nous avons prins les armes, de quoy nous vous 
eussions envoy6 actes en forme autbentique, si nous eussions trouv6 
un bomme qui s'en feust voulu cbarger; mais ce sera k nostra 
arrivee que nous vous foumirons de cela, et de toutes aultres cboses 
n^cessaires pour Tex^cution de noz conventions. Les vicomtes de 
Montauban se viennent joindre avec nous, ayans sur le depart 
deffaict 4 comettes de cavallerie du S' de Montluc. M. de Piles a 
aussi defiaict 4 enseignes de gens de pied du diet Montluc, dont il 
nous a envoy6 les drappeauz. Vous ne 89auriez croyre les bona et 
beureux succes que Dieu donne journellement k son arm^e, qui 
portent certain t^moignage qu*il la veult k ce coup rendre vic- 
torieuse sur ses ennemys. Et sur ce, faisaut fin k la pr6sente par 
nos bien bumbles recommandations a voz bonnes graces, nous 
prierons le Createur vous tenir. Monsieur mon cousin, en sa saincte 
garde. 

De Nyort, le xx febvrier 1569. 

Voz tres-affectionnez cousins et meilleurs amys, 

Henry. Lots de Boubbow. 
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III. 

PAPIEES TROUVEZ SUR M. LE PRINCE DE C0ND1& 

quand 11 fut tu^^ le 13 mars 1669, enyoyez au Hoy par le due d'AnjoQi 
le 17 mars 1669. 

{Biblioih^ national, Colbert, XXIV, 186 4 191.) 

1. (The Queen of Navarre) A Monsieur le Prince mon Frere, 
APP. 

Ill* Mon frere, vous m'avez faicfc fort grant plaisir de me mender 

de Yos nonvelles ; mays pens6 qne vons mand6s que la r^nion qne 
je say avoir tant faict de mans a este atrap^e, et qne tont le mondo 
dit qn'il est 6chap^. Je vons prie mander la v^rit^. Quant ans 
nonvelles de la Bochelle, je snis fort aise qne tont sy porte bien, 
ormis la rendision des prises, oii j'ay ven tant de . . . . qni est 
partie. J'ay anjonrd'hni entretenn Sessac, qni m*a desconvert le 
fait de M. de Qramont, et entre antre chose, qne la Ryne disoit qne 
qnant le prince d*Orange estest en France, il disoit qn*il ne se 
ponvoit desclarer, qnant il en est sortj, il prometoit se tronver k la 
bataille. S'il vons plaist, ce entredemenrera entre vons et moy, 
sinon qne le disant je ne seys point aleyner. 

Yonsprenez la payne me mander qne mon filz se porte bien : j'en 
snis bien aise, et qn'il vons fasse service comme k son propxe pere. 
Je suplie Dien von3 faire la gr^ce de recongnoistre son . . . . et vona 
donncr, mon frere, tres-longne vie de par vostre .... servante, 

Jehanne. 



2. (^The Admiral to the Prince de Conde), 

Jamac, 11 mars 1569. 
Monseignenr, je vous envoye des lettres qne m'escrivent hier 
MM. de Sainct-Mesme et de Sainct-Ermine, et nne d'nn m^decin 
qui est anpres de M. de Jamac, affin qne vous la voiez et en faciez 
' ce qn'il vons plaira. An demoniant, le capitaine Plnviaux print 
hier qnelqncs prisonniers de divers corapagnies, entre lesqnelz y en 
a nn qni m'a dit qn'a I'arrivee des ennemys k Chasteannenf il fut 
rendu. Tontesfoys je ne le puis bonnement croire. J'ay envoye 
recognoistre, et, sij'apprens quelqne chose, je ne fandray inconti- 
nent de vons en advertir ; qni est tont ce que je vous puis escrire, 
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sinon ponr me reconimaiider tres-humblcment iL voz bonnes gi acee, 
priant le Cr^atenr vons donner, Monseignenr, en tr^s-parfaicte eaut^, 
tres-henrense et tres-longne vje. 
A Jamac, ce xi mars. 

n Yini hier un home, k ce que Ton m'a dit, de la maison de 
M. de Gnercbi, qni diet que le bruict esioit de par de\k qne 
M. Danmalle a est6 battn. Et diet anssy qae le Roy avoit log^ en 

la maison Davignan, qui est aud. Guercbi trois lienes 

d'Anxerre, et qu*il venoit droict k la rivierre .... mais je ne S9ay 
qu*en croire. J*ay envoy6 recongnoistre .... font k Cbasteanneaf 
et si le pont y est refect .... d'bier diet que Varm^e de Monsienr 
debvoit .... tirer le cbemin de Gascongne ainssy .... qne je 
pourre appreudre, je ne fauldr^ .... Thome qni vient de la 
maison .... diet anssy que Tarmce dn prince .... Fonts estoi^ 
k Montecler. Dieu . . . .* 



8. {SainUEr&niyne to the Admiral), 

Angouldme, 10 mars 1569. 

Monseignenr, nons vons avons tonionr despech^ en diligense 6 
mande le pais que tenoist nos enemis. Si viens tout k sette heure 
d'estre averty par homme qui vient de Paris, que la Baine a mande 
a Moncieur frere du Boy de vous combattre k quelque prix que ce 
soit, et, s'il ne se peult prestemant faire, qu*ilz se mesnent droict k 
Orleans en diligence. Monciear de Aumalle a est^ fort battu autre 
le Pont-^Moson et Nansy par Mons. le prince d* Orange et le duo 
des Deux-Ponts. A Paris n'eurent jamais sy grant peur ; tons les 
escoliers s'enfuient ; j'en ay envoyie querrir done quy en sont partis 
desfroi. Se que je pourai savoir je ne faudray en diligense de vous 
le faire antandre. Monceigneur, je suplie Dieu vous conserver. 

D'Angoulesme, le 10* de mars. 

Vostre tr&s humble et tres-fidelle serviteur, 

S.-Erbmtnb. 

J'ay bien resut ung aultre avertisemant, mais s'est sur les 
surprize de sette ville, k quoy, moiennant I'aide de Dieu, nous 
rem^dierons bien. 



1 This postscript is in the Admiiars throagh the torn condition of the leaf, 
own hand. Several words are lost, 
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4. Advis a VAmiral,^ 

Da 9 man 1569. 

Les choses qu'il fault faire entendre k Monsieur radmiral sont : 
jjj * Premierenient, que tons k present je viens de s9ayoir par deux 

^ - ■ gentilz hommes qui vienneAt de Mussidan, que la garnison dudict 

lieu deffict devant bier tous les soldats qui estoient dedans le 
chastel de Montreal ; ^ M. de Pilles apres pris la Sauvetat et Ejmet, 
qui sont deux petites villes a trois lieues de S*®-Foy.' 

Item, que k Parcou * y a quelque nombre de soldat qui se diet 
avoir cbarge de garder le passage dudict Parcou, qui font et com- 
mettent d'incroyables exactions et ransonemenz sur le people de la 
aupres, mesme sur de mes subjects, et telles, que s'il ne plaist a 
Monseigneur j rem^dier, les gentilz bommes cLrconvoisins, seigneurs 
desdictz subjectz, sont en cbemin avec partie du peuple de s'op- 
poser h, telles vexations, et en pourroit sortir du scandale, s'il n'y 
est pourveu ; ce qui se pourra faire ais^ment, s'il plaist k mondict 
Seigneur de commander a celluy qui est cbef desdictz soldats, qui 
est le Sablon, de se retirer vers Messieurs les princes ou vers M. de 
Pilles ; car il ne sert de rien, ne sesdicts soldats, audict passaige, 
sinon de fouUer le peuple, et que pour le soulagement dudict paoure 
peuple, je me donneray bien garde, avec les forces et garnisons que 
j'ay en ce lieu, dudict passaige, s'il plaist k mondict sieur I'admiral 
me le commander, comme j'ay tousjours feiict et fais nonobstant la 
susdicte gamison dudict Parcou. En oultre ce, touttesfois et 
quantes qu'il sera de besoing, je drescheray en ce lieu ung pont de 
bateau, sur Icquel on pourra aussi aisement et avec plus grando 
seuret^ passer qu*audict Parcou, et ay lesdict batteaux tousjours 
prest et les ay eus despuys I'advertissement qni me ftist donn6 par 
mondict sieur de Pilles, de luy bailler passaige et icelluy asseurer, 
comme j'ay tousjours faict, grace a Dieu, jusques k present, et feray 
cy-apres avec son aide et faveur. 

Davantaige, fauldra advertir mondict sieur que I'ennemy est 
a quatre lieues d'icy, et que d'beures k aultre on me vient donner 
advertissement qu'il se delibere acheminer icy pour empescher le 
passaige k Messieurs les vicomtes et k M. de Pilles, et mesmement 
que tous pr^sentement j'en ay receu ung de bonne part et d'ung 

> Sent by the hand of Sainte-Mesme. 'On the Dordogne. La Sauvetat 

See the foregoing letter from the Ad- and Eymet are on the Dropt, to the 
iniral. S.E. of Sainte-Foy. 

« A league and a half E.S.K of ♦ On the Dordogne, to the S.E. of 

Mufisidan. Ribcirac 
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papiste ; mais j'espere, moiennant Paide de nostre Dieu, do lea bien APP. 
recepvoir s*ils j viennent, ot qu*ils ne mettront en ceste place le ^- ^ 
pied, on ilz me passeront snr le venire. 

Vous n'oblierez aussj de faire entendre a mondict Seigneur les 
fortifications qne j'ay faictes et fois faire de jonr k atdtre, et com- 
ment par le moien de ce et de la garnison que je tiens, je tiens, 
grace a la bont6 de nostre Dieu, ce passaige asseure et ses environs, 
pour tons cealx qu'il plera k mondict Seigneur j envoyer et faire 
passer, et que aultrement, il n*y auroit aultre mo'en de passaige ne 
seuret^ pour tons les nostres. 

An surplus, dire a mondict sieur que je le supplie tres-humble- 
ment vous vouloir despecher en diligence, d*aultant que la chose 
requiert extresme diligence,*et s'asseurer que je luy feraje service 
tres-humblement jusques k la derniere goutte de mon sang, et pour 
son particulier et pour le general, que je le supplie croire qu*il n'y 
a gentilhomme en France qui de meilleure volunte expose bien et 
vie que moy. 

Et faudra bien remonstrer que ledict lieu de Parcou n'est autre- 
ment fort, ne ferm6, ne commode k garnison, sinon pour une re- 
traite do voleurs et gens de mauvaise [vie]. Pour des quels purger 
le pais sera de besoing de faire desloger les sosdicts, et aussi pricr 
mondict sieur de me mander comment il luy plera que je me gou- 
verne en ces affaires, affin d'appaiser beaucoup de gentilz bommect, 
qui seront pour courir sus aux susdicts, si bientost il no plaist a 
mondict sieur de nous faire entendre sa volunt6. 



5. Nouvelles dtverses de Paris envoy ees a M, V Admiral} 

Monseigneur, voicy desja lo sixiesme message que nous avons 
envoye depuis six semaincH pour vous advertir de tout ce qui se 
passe par de9a : 

Premierement quant k nostre estat : tons cenx de la Religion 
sent ou p risen niers, ou fugitifs, ou caches. Toutefois, ceux que 
Dieu a r6serv6 ne s'espargnent a s'employer en tout ce qu*il vous 
pl6ra leur commander. Depuis le premier edict, par lequel les 
officiers de la Religion sont empesch^ do leur office, il en est venu 

' By the physician of the Comte de was found witliin the gauntlet of the 

Jarnac; see above, p. 298, the Admiral's Prince de Cond^, as appears from the 

letter. This note, written doubtless in letter of the Due d'Anjou to the King, 

haste, on a strip of paper 36 centimetres dated March 1 7. 



in length bj 7 centimetres in breadth, 
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APP. deux autres : Tun, pour continuer les temporisemens et prouver 
' ^^« qu'ils out fait leurs Pasques et esfce h confesse, sur peine d'etre 
privea de leur office ; I'autre, pour les contraindre d'eavojer pro- 
curation entre les mains du Roy pour r6signer leurs offices, et cc, 
Boubz esp^rance qu*on leur en fera rente en THostel-de-Ville, com- 
bien qu'on j ait arrests toutes les rentes de ceuz de la Religion, et 
apres qu'ils auront vescu un an entier en la papaut^, qu'ils seront 
pourveus d*autres offices. M. le mareschal de Montmorency n'oso 
consister en cette ville, a cause des embusches que luy a fait dresser 
le cardinal par ceux do coste ; de sorte que le jour mesme que on 
receu en ceste ville Monsieur le Due, il deslogea sans trompette, et 
pour qnelques jours s'estant tenu a Chantilly, avec deux de sea 
fidelles, il a commence k visiter son gouvernement, et est a present 
en Soissonnois on k Laon. Monsieur le Due gouveme seul, mais 
gouverne par Saint- Supplice, en son conseil par Tarchevesque de 
Sens, auquel conseil de nagueres k di verses fois a est^ arrest^ de 
8*as8urer de M. le mareschal ; outre les li belles diffamatoires qu'on 
some centre luy, et mcsme dans un placard du 13 de f6vrier il 
estoit appele v® ameau (?), avec la planche de sa maison ; et ad- 
vertissemens donnas aax Parisiens de se garer d'eux comme d'en- 
nemys, et exhortation . . . . de lai courir bus et centre quelques 
officiers qui ont intelligence avec luy. On y void tout ouvertement 
TEspagnol commander entre le cardinal et ledit archeveque, lesquelz 
se servent de leurs gens appostez k leur devotion comme : des pre- 
sidens Henneqnin, procureurs du Roy, conseillers du Drac et Poisle 
et quelques autres, et d*un Ranchon, pre vest des mareschaux, lequel, 
depuis 15 jours, k la poursuite de I'ambassadeur d'Espagne, fit 
estrangler, a deux heures du soir, un pylote portugais qui avoit 
servi centre les Espagnols, ou k Madrid au fils de Montluo, et fut 
ject^ en I'eau le corps tronque, et ce combien que ledit pylote fnt 
redintegr6 par lettres authentiques du Roy. En quoy les Icttres de 
cachet du cardinal ont eu plus grande vertu ; lequel mesme Ranchon 
amena auparavant un qui revenoit devers le prince d'Aurenge, 
s'estoit retir6 en sa maison, lequel vous avoit servi de fourrier de 
compagnie cs demiers troubles, et le feist pendie tout bote, sans 
que jamais on le p^t faire varier de sa Constance, qui fut admirable, 
lis se servent aussi entre autres corporiaux de deux ou trois bestiers 
d^sesper6s qui font les emprisonnements et autres executions, sans 
aucune figure de justice, lesquels n*estant rassasi^ d'avoir em- 
prisonn6 touz ceux qu'ils ont pu, font k present requeste au Roy 
qn'il leur soit permis de recherchor, par toutes villcs, ^s raaisona 
des papistes qui ont retir^ leurs parents et amis /<ie la Religion. 
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Hz en trottvent un grand nombre, jusqaes a cent ou six vingt, des- APP. 
qaelz il y en a dea plus notables, nonobstant sertnent de caution . ^ _^ 
qa*on a exig6 d'eax ; entre autres ilz tiennent fort ^trangement le 
.... Portal (?) pour r^oompanse de sa legation, luy imposant 
qu*il vous a entam^ termes de paix, comme venant de la Royne, 
dont eUe ne luy avoit donn6 charge, le capitaine Pr6 de Bloys, gen- 
tilhomme de M. de Mouy, Galaudiny H^mon, secretaire du Roy, 
nonobstant deux lettres patentes obtenues du Roy, pour sa deli- 
vrance, luy imposant qn*il vous a esorit, etc., et plusieurs autres 
factions de marque et de bon esprit, les bourgeois qui ne peuvent 
prendre fort int^rfet, Thabitant des faubourgs et forces estrangers 
Fran9ois chassis (P). Quant ^ Tarmee du prince d'Aurenge, apres 
avoir fait par trois fois constante response au Roy qu'il ne sortiroit 
du royaume qu*il ne veist la Religion restablie, s*en est retourrie 
par je ne S9ay quel soudain mouvement, dont on allegue diverses 
causes, bien que luy eussions fait entendre vostre intention de 
l*advouer; et, comme les seigneurs de Oenlys et de Mouy nous 
eussent demand^ assistance de deniers, j*envoye lettre par vostre 
moyen d. M. le cardinal de Chastillon pour recouvrer deniers ; nous 
leur feismes tenir response audit sieur cardinal, que, s'ils vouloyent 
aller a la teste de ceux de Picardie, il leur feroit teuir 80,000 escus ; 
mais ce ftist trop tard pour le reculement dudict prince d'Orange. 
Desquelles choses nous vous donnasmes soudain advertissement. 

Depuis 15 jours, a passe par ceste ville le capitaine de Bas, 
despSch6 de vostre part vers ledit prince d'Aurenge, lequel s'estoit 
retire jusqu'^ Strasbourg pour assister aux nopces de la fille du 
prince palatin et du fils du Lantgrave, o^ se tient une diete ft la- 
quelle le Roy a envoys Laforest. On dit que le due Auguste de 
Saxe y sera esleu roy des Remains, pour foreclore a Tadvenir de 
Tempire la maison d'Autricbe. La royne d'Angleterre y a envoy6 
le sieur de Hillegay, qui a espouse la soeur de la femme du sieur 
C6cile, secretaire d'Angleterre, et ce afin qu'il y resta toujours pour 
baster les AUemands de vous aller joindre, et le commandement 
de faire entendre tout ce qui se passera entre les AUemands k 
M. Norreis, ambassadeur de la royne d'Angleterre en France, affin 
qu*elle et vous en soyez advertis. EUe commanda a sondit am- 
bassadeur en ceste ville qu'il nous fist entendre qu'ello avoit envoye 
20,000 escus des le l®*" de d^cembre au due des Deux-Ponts, afin 
que luy avec nous vous le fissions s^avoir, avec toutes amples pro- 
messes de vous donner tousjours aide ; et que vous communiqaiez 
sou vent avec son dit ambassadeur en ceste ville, do tout ce que 
vous lui voudrez fieiire entendre. Combien que ledit ambassadeur r 
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APF. soit; en court avec tons les ambassadeurs, toates fois ne laissercz 
^^- d'adresser toutes clioses en son logis, devant Tarsenal, an sieor de 
la Chapelle, de la part de ceste . . . , ou ledit ambassadeur a laisso 
Madame sa femme et la pluspart de sa famille. Nous sommes 
adycrtis, an vray, qne ledit prince d'Orange est joint an dnc des 
Deax-Ponts et quails s'acheminent vers la France avec 14,000 
chevaux et 18,000 de pied et 30 pieces d'artillerie. Le prince 
Cibsimir s'y pourra bien joindre, estant fascbe de n'avoir rien receu 
du Boy sar ce qai lui est deu de reste qu'il a demande de nagueres. 
Les Fran9ois tiennent Tavant-garde. Le Roy a commande k 
Danmalle de les combat tre hors le royanme, a quelque prix que ce 
Boit. II a aussi desp^cb6 par ceste ville le sieur de Sefar (?), 
lieutenant du due de Guise, vers Monsieur, pour hsister les 8 cor- 
Xiettes de rbeistres qu*on envoie contre vous, afin de vous livrer 
bataille k quelque prix que ce soit. Quant k Testat d'Angleterre, il 
est en maSuvais mesnage avec le due d'Albe, d*aultant qu*il a saisi 
en Flandres tons les Anglois et leurs biens. De quoy irritee, la 
royne d' Angleterre a fait de raesme contre les Flamans et Espagnols 
qui estoient en Angleterre, ayant pris quelques vaisseaux ou il y 
avoit plus de 45,000 escus j et des deux ambassadeurs, I'espagnol 
en a si bien joue son roolle, que Tambassadeur du due d*Albe n*a 
plus dopuis parle avec celuy d'Espagne, et c*est ce qui empescbo 
que la royne d* Angleterre n'a encore receu response de Tespagnol. 
On avoit commence a Rouen et Boulogne de prendre les Anglois 
k sa succitation, mais le Roy les a fait delivrer depuis buit jours, 
aiant peur d'entrer en guerre contre T Angleterre. La royne 
d' Angleterre, de sa part, pour avoir meilleure couleur d'assister 
aux Fran9ois, a fait un edict defendant aux Fran9ois de debiter en 
Angleterre les marchandises qu'ils ont butinez sur la mer. Le roy 
parti t de Join ville le 14 fevrier pour aller a Toul, et de \k on ne 
syait ou il doit tirer, a Nancy ou a Langres. Le comte de Vande- 
mont et le due de Lorraine, depuis, sent venus veoir le Roy, et tout 
exhorte k la paix ; mais le cardinal et la Royne et leurs sectatenrs 
n'en veulcut ouyr parler, aimant mienx hazarder tout TEstat que 
de rien perdre de leur credit. On fait accroire an Roy qu*il a plus 
Iji . . . . de forces et moycn qu'il n*a, afin de Tiriter d'autant plus 
et Iny donner vaine confiance. Le due de Nemours a parl6 si bant 
qu*il a obtenu d'estre lieutenant general de Monsieur, soubz la con- 
dition qu'il baillera sa cbarge de la cavallerie legere au due de 
Guise. Dauraalle conduit Tavant garde. Ilz ont receu 4,000 
Suisses et ajitres 3,500 rbeistres, soubz le jeune Lantgrave, le coaite 
de Wirtemberg et le marquis de Baden, mais desqaels on n*est 
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asseur6 s'ilz combattront. Hz ont beaucoup de genq, mais ilz ne les APP. 
savent plus sonstenir, en etanz venus si bas que le Roy demands , ™' 
a nostre ville 60,000 escus k rente, qu'il ne pent tronver. Ilz ont 
engager les reliques, le . . . . de la Royne et les joyaux de la couronne, 
et les ambassadenrs strangers s*excasaient de plus rien foumir. 
L'Espague est troubl6e par les Maures. Le cardinal de Guise y est 
encore fort malade et n'a gueres advance en sa legation. L'Espa- 
gnol a ecrit au due d?Albe que le plus grand plaisir qu'il luy sauroit 
faire, ce seroit de faire tomber tout Torage sur la France. Sanxerre 
a v6ritablement soutenu trois assaultz et a contrainct Tennemy de 
lever le siege, avec perte de plus de 500 bons hommes et des pluB 
braves capitaines, dont le Roy est fort irrite contre d'Antraigues ; 
ce que Mar. . . . s*est venu excuser en cour, avec promesse d'y 
retoumer et de bien faire, si le Roy Ty veut depescher tout seuL 
II seroit bien besoing de dpnner secours k ladite ville. On mene 
toutes les pouldres et munitions k Orl^(ans) de ceste ville pour y 
retoumer ; ceste ville est toute . . . . de pouldre, de munitions et 
de matieres pour en faire. Le peuple et la pluspart des plus 
notables sent fort lassez et.ennuyes de la guerre. 

Sur ce, faisant fin, Monseigneur, nous prions le Seigneur qu'il 
preside tousjours sur vos conseils par son esprit, et vous cotoye de 
ses armies d*anges, pour vous delivrer et vous donner victoire, et 
a toutes ses 6glises, sur ses ennemys. Vous pr^sentant nostre 
humble service et obeyssance et nous recommandons k voz bonnes 
grkces et de tons les seigneurs qui vous accompagnent. Nous avons 
veu lettre du roy de Danemarch au prince d'Aurenge, par lesquelles 
n s'excuse k vous venir joindre et luy envoye 3,000 chevaux et 
deniers. 



6. {The Admiral to) Monseigtieur Monseigneur le Prince de Conde, 

Jarnac, 11 mars 1569. 
Monseigneur, je vous ay, depnys ce matin, mand^ deux fois de 
mes nouvelles, et depuis j*ay receu la lettre qu'il vous a pleu m'es- 
crire par ce porteur. Et quant a ce qu'il vous plaist que je vous 
mande du logeis que nous ferons aujourd'huy, si j'en eusse chang6 
je n'eusse failly k le vous mander ; mais il fault que j'attende davant 
que rien changer de veoir ce que dcviendront nos ennemys. Je 
viens d*avoir advertissement que les ennemys marchent le chomain 
de Oongnac, et de faict nous voyons acheminer quelques trouppes de 
cavallerie k notre veue. S'ils veulent aller du cost6 de Congnac, en 
mettant une bonne troupe d*infanterie la dedans, je croy que c'es^ ce 
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AFP. que nous debyerlonB desirer. J'aiir6 toosiours gens anx champs, et 
^ ^^' . oe que je poiirr6 aprendre je vous en advertire. Monseignear, je 
prye Nostra Seigneur vons avoir en sa saincte garde et protection. 
De Jamac, oe xi* de mars 1569. 

Je Tons BQpplj, Monseignenr, regarder et mettre quelqaes hommes 
de bien dedans Gongnac. L'on m'a diet que lenrs bagages ne des- 
logent poinct. 

Yostre tr^hnmble et tres-afectionn6 servitenr, 

Ghastillok. 
(Wholly autograph.) 



7. (Sawi-lfwmc) A Monseigneur Monseigneur U Prince de Conde, 
Due d^Anguyen et Pair de France, 

Angoalftme, 12 mars 1569. 

Monseignenr, despnys n'avoir ben cost bonnenr que de vons es- 
cripre, je n'ay rien goitres apprins de nouvean, si ce n'est qne les 
compagnies de MM. du Lnde, Rnffec, des Gars, la Vangnyon et 
tronppes de lUcbelien marcbent et s'en yont rendre k Gbasteannenf, 
par le cbemin de de9& la riviere, et non de yostre coasts, et croy 
qn'ilz meynent Targent ponr fiiire ffere monstre k Tarm^ do Mon- 
seignenr fr^re dn Boy. Hz se sent retranchez k Gbasteannenf, ou 
ils laissarent bier tont lenr bagage, sonbz la garde de paHye de regi- 
ment dn sienr de Joyense, comme j'ay entendn par tons cenx qui ont 
yen lenr arm^. Hz sent assez fort de cavallerie, mays non d'infan- 
terie. Ilz ont raconstr^ le pont dndit Gbasteannenf, et an bont de 
celny ont pareillement fidct nng retrancbement. Hz sont apres ponr 
tronver les moyens qn'ilz penyent cbercber, comme j'ay est^ adyerti, 
ponr prendre par intelligence ceste yiUe. J^j anray Toenil le mienx 
qn*il me sera possible, ponr me garder de snrprinse, tant ponr le ser- 
vice qne je doibs k mon Dien, k cette canse et k yostre grandenr, de 
Borte qne j'espfere qn'il n'en yiendra incony^nient ponr ce regard, 
ayecqne Tassistance qne j'ay des bons cappiteynes qni en celaferont 
bien lenr debyoir. 

Monseignenr, byer nn Allemand, estant a Dirac et yenant dndit 
Gbasteannenf et camp de mondit sienr, s'esmoya de M. de Nantenil, 
et Ini mandoit qn'il me priast I'enyoyer qnerir ponr me dire cbose 
qni yens estoit de grande importance, ce qne je fis ; et I'ayant en ce 
lien Tay bien incontinant yonln desp^cber ponr le yens enyoyer. 
J'ay trony^ nn pen estrange la fa9on qn'il a layss^ le camp de mondit 
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sieur. En cest endroit, je snpplieray Nostre Seignenr vous donner APP. 
en perp^tnelle sant^, Monseigneur, tres-bonne, prospere et longae ^ ^ ^ 
vie. 

A Englesme, le xii^ de mars 1569. 

Yostre tres-Iinmble et tres-ob6issant subject et serviteur, 

S^-Mesme. 
(Signatore alone autograph.) 



8. Logis de la Bataille de imzi^me Mars mil 'tf sotxanie-neuf, 

Messeignenrs les princes et lenr snite . . Congnac. 

Lenr garde Sainct-Brys. 

Ponr leor train Sainct-Sauvenr et 

Lonzac. 

Monsienr de Yandine Bichemont. 

M. d'Anconne JavreEac. 

M. Myrabel Sainct-Trojan. 

M. de Blaoon Xainctes. 

M. le Prince Chirac. 

La compaignie de Monsienr le Prince sonbz 

la charge de M. de Conrboson . . Mons. 

La compaiginie de Monsienr le Prince sonbs 

la charge de M. des Essarts . . . Sainct-Sanlyan. 

M. d'Angnys Chapni^res. 

M. le comte de la Boche .... Mesnac. 

M. de Yerac La Ghapelle. 

MM. le Yidame, de Saincte-Marie, des Aige, 

d'Anlx Sainct-BrjB. 

M. de Mirambean de la Caze . . . Brizambonrg. 

M. de Noix Saiact-Andr^. 

M. Lavardyn Dampierre. 

M. de Montejean Le port Channean 

et Orlac. 

M. de Ghanlmont Esconenx. 

M. de Sainct-Martin et de Sainct-Stnryn. . S^-Snlpice. 

M. de la Bochesnard Migron. 

M. de FonteraiUes Nanthelle. 

M. le Comte de Choisy .... Sainct-Hillaire. 

M. de Tracy et Sey Ogeac (Aujac). 

M. de Manperyer et d' Anconne . . . Anthon et Andonec 

M. de Bobodange Anmai|ne.^ ^ Q^^gJ^ 
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M. de Montlieu Au Searre. 

By a comparison of this document with Cassini's map, or with the 
sheets recently published by the War Department, it will be ob- 
served that the greater part of these villages lie in a Hne along the 
road from Cognac to Saint-Jean-d'Angely, for a distance of six 
leagues. It was this comparison which suggested to us the belief that 
from the eleventh of March onwai*d, Conde's plan, more or less de- 
termined, was to retreat towards the upper waters of the Charente, 
and to attempt a march upon Sancerre through the province of 
Berry ; though this has been nowhere positively affirmed, or even 
stated in so many words. 

How is it possible, on any other hypothesis, to explain his assign- 
ing such quarters as these, when for twenty-four hours, or twelve at 
least^he had known that the enemy was on the other side of the Cha- 
rente ? The silence of historians on this point may be accounted for, 
partly by the slight importance which they attached to the question, 
and partly by the evident hesitation of Conde — a hesitation of which 
his movements and his orders afford evident proof. These move- 
ments and orders admit of no doubt. Besides, contemporary writers 
are all more or less agreed in saying that this had been his plan be- 
fore the march of the Due d'Anjou from Chinon upon Confolens, and 
that his march to join the Vicomtes was only a preliminary to his 
returning with them to meet the Germans. The latter was there- 
fore his final aim. Again, it is agreed by all, that on the twelilh, the 
Prince had given orders to the Admiral to join him the next morn- 
ing at dayhreahy that on the thirteenth, he had nearly all his troops 
to the left of the field of battle, that is, to the north of Bassac ; and 
that on this day he was moving off from Bassac, when he received 
the Admiral's appeal. It is not said what direction he was taking ; 
but how could he think of returning towards Saintes or Cognac? 
after what he knew of the enemy's position ? Finally, Tavannes, 
who himself wrote an account of this campaign (inserted in the 
Memoires edited by his son), and who was better able than anyone 
else both to describe it and to judge of it, speaks plainly of the 
anxiety that he had- felt on account of a projected retreat of the Pro- 
testants towards the east. Before he would allow the Royal army 
to cross the Charente, he took care to ascertain that the Protestants 
were not crossing it in the direction of Montignac. Further, a Pro- 
testa»nt narrative of the period speaks of orders having been given 
to the army to take a line of march between Ch&teauneuf and 
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Angonl6me, wkLcb is impossible. But, making allowance for the aPP. 
inaccuracies which characterise this narrative upon all topographical ^' 
points, who does not see that this hint points to an eastward march ? 
Onr conviction has been again strengthened hj the evidence of the 
letters found upon Condi's person ; in his then condition, the tidings 
of the march and of the success of the Due de Deux-Ponts were 
well calculated to excite in him an eager desire to effect a junction 
with that Prince. 

We have thought it right to enter into these details, which may 
perhaps appear trivial, because this is the only point on which we 
have been compelled to have recourse to conjectures of our own ; we 
have sought to exhibit the foundations that there are for such conjec- 
tures. Every other statement in this history is found in some of the 
contemporary memoirs, documents, and narratives, which have been 
carefully collated, or in the pages of historians, who, though not 
always present at the events they relate, yet have had the oppor- 
tunity of consulting eye-witnesses — of La Popelini^re, De Thou, 
D'Aubign6, and Davila. 

' We may add, in conclusion, that of Condi's three battles, that of 
Jamac is the one in the relation of which there are the gp^eatest dis- 
crepancies among contemporary narrators. We have done our best 
to harmonize the accounts, both with each other, and with the 
natural features of the scene. 

The following letter accompanied the papers just laid before the 
reader : — 

(^The Due d^Anjou) Au Roy Monseign&ur. 

Segonzac, 17 man 1569. 
* Monseigneur, pour le desir que j'avois de vous advertir sur-le- 
champ de la victoire qu'il a pleu k Dieu vous donner sur voz ennemys 
le xin® de ce moys et de ne vous garder une si bonne et heureuse 
nouvelle trop longtemps, je n'eus loisir de vous rendre compte par- 
ticulierement de tout ce qui se passa ledit jour entre noz ennemiz et 
nous, et depnis, ayant fait dresser un recueil contenant k la v6rit6 
Tordre que nous avons tenu pour aller chercher nos ennemys, les 
combattre et poursuivre encores apres les avoir combattu, je n'ay 
voulu faillir k le vous envoyer par ce courrier, estimant, Monseigneur, 
que vous aurez contantement de ce qui y a este faict pour vostre 
service, et que vous y trouverez de quoy louer Dieu grandement 
d'avoir est6 servy de cueur et d'affection de taut de bons et vail- 
lans serviteurs, capitaines et gens de bien qui sont en vostre arm6e ; 
par ou il est ais^ k congnoistre que Dieu est protecteur de son 6glise . 
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et de la justice de vostre cause, et qu'il vons a r^seir^ assez de gens 
de bien en vosire rojaulme ponr abbaisser Torgaeil de yoz ennemis 
et r6dnire voz subjectz rebelles en vostre ob6issanoe. Cependant, 
pour avoir enti^re et meilleure congnoissance de ceulz de noz en* 
nemis qui ont estd tnez snr-le-cbamp et prins prisonniers, et affin 
qa'ils ne pnissent estre mis en liberty par argent on par la &venr de 
cenlx qni les tiennent, j'ay &ict tres-ezpr^ commandement qne tous 
cenlx qui en ont en vostre arm6e eussent k m'en advertir et les 
mettre en Evidence, leur deffendant tr^ezpress^ment ne les laisser 
aller pour ranfon ou aultrement sans mon oong6 et consentement. Et 
depuis j*a7 d6pe6cb6 ung de mes gentilz bommes par tous les regi- 
mens, pour s^avoir au vray le nombre desdits prisonniers et en 
dresser un rooUe certain, lequel je ne fauldraj de vous envoyer in- 
continent, pour vous faire veoir k Todil la grandeur de vostre vie- 
toire, laquelle, pour gaigner temps et pour rompre les desseings de 
plusieurs qui ont mauvaise volenti, et pour empescber ou retarder 
pour le moings les effortz des princes favorisans voz ennemiz, j'aj 
faict sfavoir incontinaut par toute TYtalie, ayant d^pesch^ le mar- 
quis de Bangon vers nostre saint pore et le due de Florence, le conte 
de Metula vers les dues de Savoye, Ferrare, Parme et Urbin, et le 
eieur Camille vers la seigneurie de Yenise et le due de Mantoue, et 
leur aj bailie semblable recueil que celluy que je vous envoye 
des cboses qui se sent pass^es despuis que j'ay command^ en 
I'arm^ qu'il vous a pleu de me bailler, ayant faict semblable office k 
Tendroict du roy d'Espagne, ou j'ay envoy6 le jeune Villequier, esti- 
mant que, en attendant qu'il vous pleust fiedre visiter les princes 
dessus-dicts de vostre part, il estoit n^cessaire pour vostre service 
que cette nouvelle fust entendu par moy de tous lesdicts princes 
k la v6rit6, avant que nos ennemys se fussent esforcez de la des- 
guiser et retenir encore par leurs mensonges les cueurs et affec- 
tions de leurs amys &leur devotion ; j'escrips k ceulx des ligues et k 
la royne d'Angleterre, et leur envoye le mesme discours que j'ay 
fidct aux aultres princes dessus-dicts, ayant le tout adresse k voz 
ambassadeurs qui sont r^sidens aupres d*eulx, affin que touttes 
cboses passassent avec plus de reputation et qu'elles apportassent 
plus d'auctorite et de favour k voz affaires ; et vous envoye les d^- 
pescbes que j*ay pour ce faictes k ladicte royne d'Angleterre et aus- 
dictes ligues adressantes aux seigneurs de la Motbe et de Bellievre, 
affin qu'il vous plaise de commander qu'elles soient port^es avec 
celles qu'il vous plaira leur faire. J'ay aussi escript k mon frere, M 
le due d'Alen9on, k la cour de parlement, et aux provost des mar- 
cbans et escbcvins de la ville de Paris, pour leur faire part de ceste 
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bonne nonvelle, et par mesme mo yen en ay doniii6 adyis anx seigneurs APP, 
de Montluc et k voz courtz de parlement de Thonlouxe et Bordeanlz, ^ ^ ^ 
ensemble auz seignears de Bellegarde et Montferrand, affin qne 
ceste victoire contienne voz bons et lojanlz sabjectz en lenr debyoir, 
et mette crainte et terrear an caeor de tons voz ennemys. Et 
d'anltant^ Monseignear, qn'il est k pr^snpposer qne le reste de cenix 
qni sont escbappez de oe oombat se retirerent ha places fortes qn'ils 
ont k lenr d^yotion, et qu'il est impossible, cela adyenant, qne nons 
poissions de gn^res adyancer yoz affaires sans ayoir Tartillerye et 
6qnipage n^cessaire ponr les forcer dans icelles, je yons snpplie tris* 
hnmblement commander qne en tontte dilligence les yingt canons 
qne yons ayez ordonn^s ponr ceste arm6e nons soyent enyoy6s ayeo 
lenr Equipage ; car antrement ceste armde seroit inutile et ne yons 
seryiroit qne de despense. J*en escript k mondict fr^re M. le due 
d'Alen9on, affin qn'il tienne la main, qne Ton y nse de dilligence. 
Tonttefois, Monseignenr, il est bien n^cessaire que yons en faites en- 
cores nne bonne recbarge et que yous commandiez bien express6ment 
que Ton y nse de toute la plus grande dilligence qn'il sera possible ; 
car je congnois desj4 par experience que, ponr n'ayoir a pr^nt 
ladite artillerye, nous n'ayons pas grand moyen de forcer noz 
ennemys dedans Congnac, oil ilz se sont la plus part retirez, et som- 
mes en danger de n'adyancer gueres yoz afEaires et d'acqu6rir pen 
de reputation les poursuiyant dedans le dit Gongnac et aultres yilles, 
ob, ilz ont mis tout ce qui lenr est demeur6 de leurs forces ; car nous 
n'ayons pas moyen de les prendre ne forcer, tant k cause qu'eUes 
sont fortifi6es que pour le grand nombre de gens de guerre qui y 
sont a present. Je partis ayant-hier de Jamac, oii j'estois entr6 d^s 
le jour que nons combatismes nozdits ennemis, ayant laiss^ dedans 
bonne gamison de gens de cbeyal et de pied, et yins concher k 
Gentay pres Congnac, et fust log^e I'ayant-garde de yostre armde 
assez pres de ladite yille, et yostre artillerye et les Snisses entre eulx 
et moy, ^s lieux les plus commodes et k propos pour se Bo««>xuir I'ung 
Tautre que Ton ayoit pen cboisir. Et d'aultant que en ce lieu je ne 
pouyois gueres faire aultre chose que de contenir ceulx de dedans de 
courir et s'esqnarter par la campagne, je suis yenu loger icy, distant 
d'nne lieue dudit Jamac et dudit Congnac de deux lienes, pour r^ 
garder k rassembler yos forces, et retirer des places qui sont icy 
alentour les compagnies de gens de guerre qne j'y ayois mises, laissant 
quelques soldats pour la garde du ch&teau d'icelles, selon I'importance 
et le danger des lieux ou ilz estoient. Et affin de me pouyoir seryir 
du regiment du sieur de Joyense et des autres forces qni estoient 
dedans Jamac, je les en ay retirees, et ay laiss^ ponr la garde dndit 
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APP. lieu la oompagnie du sleur de la Chastre et quatre compagnies de 
^ ^^' ^ gens de pied, et ay faict faire ung pont de batteaulx au dit lieu, et 
Tay faict tellement disposer que uug fort que j'ay ordonn6 y estre 
faict defiend tant le pout de pierre que celiuy que j'y ay faict falre. 
Je receuz bier les lettres qu'il vous a pleu m*escripre des premier et 
cinquiesme de ce moys par les deux couniers que je yous avois en- 
voyez, sur les quelles je me reserve vous faire plus ample response 
par la premiere d^pesobe que je yous feray ; priant Dieu, Monsei- 
gueur, apres avoir pr^sent6 mes tres-bumbles recommandations k 
Yostre bonne grkce, yous donner en parfiucte sante tres-longue et 
tres-heureuse vie. 

Escript au camp de Segonsac, le xvii* jour de mars 1669. 

Monseigneur, despuis la pr^sente escripte, j'ay receu deux lettres 
du sieur de Monluc, desquelles je yous envoye le double et de I'in- 
struction qu*il a baill^e au sieur de Sallys, et par la yous verrez 
comme Dieu favorise yoz affaires de tout coustez. Le sieur de Saul- 
tour m*a pri6 de yous escripre en sa faveur, a ce qu'ilvous plaise luy 
donner la moiti6 de la compagnie du feu prince de Cond6, et Tautre 
moiti6 au sieur de la Roue, snivantla requeste que je yous en ay der- 
nyerement faict, ce que je yous supplie tres-humblement leur YOuUoir 
accorder. Je yous envoye aussi tons les papiers qui out est^ trouves 
dedans les posches des cbansses du feu prince de Conde, et une lettre 
non sign6e escripte bien serr^e et menue qui vient de Paris, laquelle 
a est^ trouY^e dedans son gantellet apres qu*il a este tu6. 

Vostre tres-bumble et tres-ob^issant frere et sabget, 

Henry. 

(Original ; signature autograph. Bibl. naiionalet Colbert, XXIV. 197.) 

The same day the Due d' Anjou wrote to the Queen-Motber a letter 
identical with this in substance, but containing fewer particulars. 



IV. 

Tbree unpublished letters signed by the Princes de Navarre and 
de Cond6 (Henri I.). 

Le^ Princes de Navarre et de CondS, VAmiral de Coligny, les 8^' 
d'Andelot et de la Rochef(yucauld a . , , i 

Saintes, 18 avril 1569. 
On a est^^ bien fort ayse d'entendre de voz nouvelles si particuliere- 
mont, et d'autant que nous ne faisons doubte que noz ennemys n'ayent 
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faict semer le bruict faulx de revenement de la rencontre que nous APP. 
avons eue avecq eulx le 13 du mois pass^, pour donner occasion ^ ' ^ 
d*effroy et estonnement a ious ceulx qui sonfc joinctz a ceste cause, et 
retarder les effectz de leur bonne volenti, on n'a voullu ^dllir de 
vous despescher incontinent ce porteur, qui vous asseurera de nostre 
bonne disposition et de la bonne volonte en laquelle est toute ceste 
arm^e, qui n'a, grkce ^ Dieu, d'autres pertes et dommaiges, sinon le 
regret et desplaisir que ung cbascun de nous a receu que feu Mons^ 
le prince de Conde, ajant eu son cbeval tu6 k une charge et tombe 
soubz iceluy, apres avoir est6 prins prisonnier et baill6 sa foy aux 
S" d'Argence et S*-Jehan, ayt este, de propos deliber6, cruellement 
et inbumainement occis par le S*^ de Montesquieu, capitaine des 
gardes de Suisse de Monsieur, frere du Roy, accompaign6 de quelques 
hommes, estant bien certain que les eonemys out perdu plus de deux 
cens bommes, et qu'il ne se trouve poinct que nous ayons faict perte 
de cinquante ou soixante seullement, dont y en a x^xv ou XL de 
prisonniers. Et le lendemain dudict rencontre, la gamison dudit 
Cognac feit une sortie sur lesdicts ennemys, ou il fut tu6 sur la place 
plus de deux cens bommes, et entre iceulx 14 de leurs meiUeurs 
capitaines, et ou peu s'en fallut que les S" de Guyse, Brissac et 
Martigues n'y demeurassent, qui furent contrainctz, pour se sauver, 
de se gecter d'un precipice asses bault, faisans la retraicte a plus de 
deux ou trois grandes lieues de ladicte yille, sans quo depuis ilz 
ayent peu rion entreprendre sur nous ny sur aucune de toutes les 
places que nous tenons, ny s'accroistre d'un poulce de terre a nostre 
d6sayantage, sinon que Mussidan, ou le sieur de MonluCj apres avoir 
faict brescbe et perdu deux cens de ses meilleurs bommes, a ley6 le 
si^ge et s'est retir6, de fa^on que, tant s'en fault que les forces que 
nous attendons d'beure k autre, tant en Gascongne qu'en aatres 
endroictz, soient refroidies ou d^courag^es par la mort intervenue de 
feu M. le Prince, que au centre ceulx qui avoient tousiours diff^r^ 
de laisser leur pais pour nous venir joindre se sont acbeminez, in- 
continent qu'ilz ont entendu ce qui est advenu, pource qu'ilz out 
consid4r6 qu'il ne reste plus de moyen de se conserver et garantir 
des mescbantes intencions de nos ennemys que par les forces et les 
armes, par le moyen desquelles nous esp6rons, moiennant la grAce de 
Dieu, faire tomber bientost sur leurs testes les mesmes dangers et 
calamitez dont ilz nous menacent. Et pourtant ceulx qui estiment 
avoir quelque interest au gain ou perte de ceste cause, doibvent plus 
que jamais s'evertner et emploier en ce qu'ilz pourront, selon les 
moyens que Dieu leur a donnez, et ceulx qui par les arraes peuvent 
faire service s'assembler, en trouppes pour nous joindre, ou estre de 
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APP* nos forces quand roccasion s'ofirira ; et cenlx qui par les armes no 
^ . peuvent faire service, qu'ilz fassent entre eulx colleotes de deniers, 
pour Boudojer le grand nombre d'estrangers qui nons vient seoonrir, 
dont lbs feront le plus grand fonds qn'il sera possible, et nous man- 
deront au plus tost qa'ilz pbnrront les sommes dont nons ponrrons 
faire estat, et si nons n*y envoions si bonne et senre escorte, qa*il ne 
fanldra avoir crainte qu'ilz soient perdnz, a qnoy on les prie de 
veiller et vacqner soigneasement, conune k la chose qui nons aemble 
estre la plus n^cessaire, et par deffanlt de laqaelle il penlt advenir de 
grans inconv^nients ; qne si cbascun veolt estre retenn, oomme on 
a par trop est6 c^-devant, qu'ilz s'afiseurent que Dieu les en cbastira 
et qu'ilz en recevront le loyer et la recompense qu'ilz m^ritent ; car 
aussi bien, quand ilz ne feroient jamais aucune demonstration de 
tenir nostre party, que I'opinion seullement que nos ennemjs ont 
qu'ilz nous favorisent, ilz se peuvent asseurer par leurs effectz mesmes 
des ennemys que leur salut on mjne sera manifestement conjoincte 
& la nostre ; de quoy rendront tesmoignage les lettres intercept^es 
que Gigogne, gouvemeur de Dieppe, a nagueres escriptes k xing 
ambassadeur pour le Boy, ou il les remarque au doigt et k I'oBil, les 
cbargeant de la surprinse de Dieppe, du Havre, encores que on 
sache bien qu'il n'en soit rien. Et encores mesme, depuis pen de 
temps, il y a de noz prisonniers au camp de nos ezmemys, qui ont 
este fort instamment int^rogez s'ils ne s9avoi')nt que ceulx de par 
deik eussent intelligence avec nous ; je laise^ A juger k quoy tendoit 
cela. Cependant nous ne doubtons point de leur bonne volonte, et 
nous asseurons bien qu'ilz desirent notre conservation ; mais ceste 
bonne volenti ne nous a poinct garantiz, ni ceste couronne, des 
entreprises de noz ennemys, et n'attendons point qu'elle nous 
garantisso encores si les effectz ne s'en suivent; k quoy on s'esbaby 
fort qu'ilz aient est^ si lents, si froids, si tardifs, veu que on S9ait 
bien qu'ilz sont de trop bon jugement pour n'avoir pr6veu de long 
ce que debvoit advenir k eulx et a nous. Que s'ilz n'ont poinct 
voulu jusques a maintenant, et qu'ilz ne veullent encores avoir soin 
de leur conservation, que k tout le moins il se souvient que 9a este 
a leur veue et devant leurs yeux que on a ruyn^ ce royaume, sans 
qu'ilz y aient apporte les remedes et les moyens que Dieu leur avoit 
donnez ; et quant k nous, nous y mourrons, comme nous en sommes 
r^soluz et delib6rez, ou de vain ere. Nous avons rendu nostre vie, 
noz honneurs et noz biens k Dieu premierement^ k nostre patrie et k 
nostre roy, auxquelz nous les debvons, et laisserons par nostre mort 
tesmoignage k toute la posterity de nostre fidelity envers Dieu et 
envers nostre prince. Quant au faict port^ par ung petit m6moiro 
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dont le Dharme avoit est^ porteur pen anparavant les troubles, il est APP. 
impossible que eela se puisse eflTectuer par personnes que on envoye . ^' _^ 
d*icj, qui n'auroient jamais moyen d*aller jusques aux lieuz pour 
estre par irop congueus et remarquez, et ne se peult faire cela que 
pour ceulx qui sont tous portez sur les lieuz. Ceste lettre satisfait 
aux deux m^moires envojez, et partant sera commune k tous voz 
Yoisins de par deli. 

Depuis ceste lettre escripte, nous avons sceu au vray, par le sieur 
de Buisson, qui nous a est6 enyoy6 par le due de Deux-Ponts, que 
noz reistres avoient jd, passes des le 30 du pr6c6dent, et qu'ilz se 
debvoient rendre des jeudy, pour le plus tard, au bord de la riviere 
de Loire, ou ilz ont d61ib^r^ tout k coup d'assi^ger la Cbarit^ pour 
avoir le passage plus libre. Ledict S*^ duo a 10,000 reistres et 8,000 
lacsquenetz, oultre 2,500 cbevaulx, ou 5 ou 6,000 barquebouziers 
fran9ois et 20 pieces de baterie, 50 milliers de poudre, des boulletz 
et aultres munitions k I'^quipollent. M. le prince d'Orange et son 
&ere, le due Ludovic de Nassau, se sont joinctz avec ledit S** due, 
ayant de belles forces, et en attendant encores de plus grandes. II 
y a en Allemagne 5 ou 6,000 cbevaulx prests pour marcber k vous, 
pourveu que on ayt moyen leur foumir quelques sommes de deniers, 
lesquelz n'ont vonlu accepter le party advantageux que noz ennemys 
leur ont pr6sent6. Les S" d'Averfcigny, du Brueil et autres S" de 
la Religion avoient rassembl6 k Yeselay 1,000 ou 1,200 cbevaux 
et 6 ou 700 bommes de pied, qui se sont joinctz avec ledit S' 
due. 

Faict k Xaintes, ce 18 d'avril 1569. Ainsi sign6, 

Henby. 

Akdblot. 
Henby de Boubbon. 

La Rochbfoucault. 
Chastillon. 

{State Paper Office, French Papers.) 



The Princes de Nwvwrre cmd de Condi to Henry Ohampemowne} 

Saint-Maizant, 28 septembre 1569. 

Monsieur de Cbampemon, nous avons est^ merveiUeusement aises 
de vostre arrivee avec une si bonne trope de gentilz bommes et gens 
de guerre angloys, venus de francbe et lib^iulle volunt^ pour nous 

> Son-in-lav of Montgomery. I^Aa- which this gentleman brought from 
bign^ mentions the reinforcements England in 1669 and 1570. 
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^ru' ^®courir h une si saincte et legitime cause que nous avons en main, 
— ^J^^ dont vous et eulx devez en premier lieu esp^rer de nostre Dieu, 
d'aultant que c'est pour son service, une bonne recompense ; et apres, 
vous asseurer que nous ne demeurerons point ingratz de tons vos 
bons offices, comme les effectz de nostre bonne volunt^ le vous feront 
tousiours paroistre. Cependant nous vous dirons qu'il semble que 
Dieu vous a oonduitz pour vous rendre a propoz k ung jour de 
bataille, k laquelle selon qne nous venons d'en recevoir I'advertisse- 
ment de M. I'admiral, noz ennemys sont r^soluz, et nous nous 
pr^parons pour les y recevoir. Comme jusques icy, grkcsR k Dieu, 
il n'a jamais tenu k nous d*en venir k ce poinct. A ceste cause, 
nous vous avons bien voulu tenir adverfcy et vous prier que, si vous 
et la compaignie estes rafraiscbis du travail de vostre voyage, vous 
veuill^s vous acbemyner promptement vers nostre arm^e, laquelle 
nous allons domain joindre pour y attendre ce qu'il plaira k Dieu 
nous donner, et nous confiant de vous veoir bientost, nous ne vous 
en dirons poinct, pour ceste beure, davantaige, si n'est que vous et 
toutte la trouppe soyez le mieulx que bien-venuz, et supplions Dieu 
vous tenir et eulx pareillement en sa tres-saincte gr&ce. 
De S*-Mexant, le xxviii* jour de septembre 1569. 
. Vos bien bons amys, 

Henrt. 

Hbnbt de Bourbon. 

(State Paper Office. French Papers.) 



Tlie Princes de Navarre and de Conde to CecU. 

Saintes, 16 octobre 1569. 
Monsieur Cecill, nous envoyons k Monsieur le cardinal, nostre 
cousin et oncle, le discours de la bataille dernierement donnee, et 
V avons prie vous en faire part comme celluy que nous B9avons estre 
si zel6 en la cause que nous soustenons, que vous serez grandement 
en Buspens jusques k ce que vous en S9aurez la v6rit6, et parce que 
vous ne desirerez pas moins S9aroir T^tat auquel depuis la bataille 
nous sommes, nous Tavons pareillement represent^ par ledict 
discours, et depuis parce qu'en avons escript k nostre cousin et oncle. 
Et s^aicbant que le tout vous sera par luy faict entendre, nous en 
remettons a ce qu'il vous en dira. Et parce que nous avons entendu 
par le sieur de Cavaignes les bons offices que vous faictes pour nous 
en affiiires qui nous concement, et la peine que vous y prenez tons 
les jours, combien que la senile retribution qui vous attend du ciel, 
comme a tons ceux qui s'employent vertue^s^mjtg^Qi^^oyuvre du 
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principal de voz actions en cest endroict, nous ne laissons de vous 
en estre bien fort obligez h recognoistre, par tons les moyens que 
Dieu nous donnera, les biens que nous ressantons de vostre part, 
lesqaelz nous sommes constrainctz a ceste heure plus que jamais youS 
prier vouloir continuer et accroistre, puisqu'il plaict 4 Dieu que le 
danger et besoing soit accreu et multiplie sur nous, et par consequent 
d'autant aproche de tons ceux qui font profession d'estre dellivrez 
du joug de TAntechrist. Nous vous ferions plus ample remonstrance 
si nous n*estions assurez que vostre bon zelle n'a besoing d'exci- 
tation, et qne vous consid^rerez avec la prudence que Dieu vous a 
donn6 ce qui est n6cessaire et expedient, tant pour le service de Dieu 
que pour la seuret6 de ceux qui font profession d'estre de son party, 
et singulierement de la Majeste de la Boyne, laquelle, comme 
tenant le premier lieu entro les princes de la BeUgion, et pour autre 
particulieres occasions que vous 89avez, est la premiere en la hayne 
et envye de noz communs ennemis ; et pource que de toutes ces 
choses vous en conf6rerez avec nostre dit cousin et oncle plus 
amplement que ne pourrions par lettre, nous ferons fin, vous 
asseurant qae nous avons si agreable la bonne et intyme amyti6 qui 
est entre vous, que nous estimons tout ce que vous faictes en son 
endroict estre faict k nous-mesmes, et le recongnoistrons pour ung 
accroissement d'obligations envers vous. Sur ce, vous ayant salla6 
de nos affectionn^es recommendations k vostre bonne grkce^ prions 
le Seigneur vous donner. Monsieur Cecill, en tout honneur et sant^, 
multiplication de ses sainctes grS^ces. 
De Xaintes, ce xvi® octobre 1569. 
Voz bien bons et affectionnez amys, 

Henry. 



Henby de Boubbon. 



{State Paper Office, French Papers.) 



V. 

Letters and documents relating to Fran9oise d'Orleans, widow of 
Louis I., Prince de Conde, and to the education of the Prince's 
younger sons. 

Fran^oise d^Orleaiis, Frincesse de Oonde, to Queen Elizabeth, 

La Hochelle, 12 aTril 1569. 
Madame, aussitost quo j*ay peu imp6trer de la juste douleur de 
ma perte insuportable quelque moyon de pouvoir metre la main a la 
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APP. plume, je Tay voullu d^dier s presenter a V. M. des sonspirs et des 
. y* ^ larmes de la plus d6sol6e jeune venfve qni vive aujoxtrd'huy but la 
terre, k laqneUe, apres a^oir en cest honnenr d'avoir esponas^ I'un 
des premiers princes da sang de France, qui a perdu sa vie pour la 
gloire de Dieu et le bien de sa patrie, il ne reste pour toute con- 
solation que six filz et une fille jeunes sur les bras, d^nuez de tous 
biens et mojens humains pour mesme occasion, qui me faict implorer 
Tajde de Y. M., Madame, et la supplier tr^s-humblement les vouloir 
avecques la m^re, recepvoir en vostre protection, sujyant la faveur 
singuliere qu*il vous a pleu monstrer tousiours par bous effectz h une 
si juste cause, et particulierement encores k feu Monsieur mon marj, 
qui a toasiours tenu vostre secours le premier et plus seur d*entre 
les hommes, pour I'avoir bien esprouv6 k son grand besoing, dont il 
se sentoit k jamais oblig^ a vous faire tr^s-humble service, et en ceste 
devotion, Madame, je mettraj pejne de nouirir ses enfans, taut que 
je vivray, esp^rant qu*un jour ilz auront cest honneur de recevoir 
voz oommandementz, pour y ob^yr d'aussy bonne volont^ que eulx 
et moy nous pr^sentons a vous faire tres-humble service. 
(State Paper Office. French Papers.) 



The Princesse de Conde to Mademoiselle de (rmUermUe^ Oovemesa of 

her Children, 

Blandy, 16 aoftt 1571. 
Mademoiselle de Ghiillerville, je ne puis vous escripre aultre cbose 
synon que ne me sauriez &ire plus grand plaisir que oontmuer k 
souvent me mander des nouvelles de mon fils, le comte, et de ses 
freres,^ et principallement quand vous verrez sa fiebvre I'avoir laisse. 
A ce que m'escripvez, je voy qu'il y a amendement, mais non pas tel 
encore que je le desire. II ne m'est possible de encores Taller veoir 
pour estre Madame ma mere quasy en ung mesme estat qu'elle a 
accoastum6. M. de Denonville, lequel vient de Paris, Test venue 
veoir k ce matin, et lequel, a ce que j*entends, est remys en tous ses 

> Charles de Bourbon, Comte de 1658; and Charles de Bonrbon (who 

SoissoDB, bom at NogeDt-le-Rotrou, No- took holj oiders), bom March 30, 1662. 

vember 3, 1666 ; Louis and Benjamin The charge of the two latter Princes 

de Bonrbon, who died jonng; these was more especially confided to their 

were the three sons whom FraD9oise nncle the Cardinal. Bat it wiU be seen 

d'Orl^ns had borne to Lonis I., Prince from the following letters that all the 

de Cond6. Perhaps to these names children seem to have lived mnch to- 

onght to be added those of two children gether, and to have received their edu- 

by his first marriage, Fran9ois de Bonr- cation in common under the direction of 

bon, Prince de Conti, bora Angnst 18, the Dowager-PrinoeBS and the Cardinal. 
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biens, de quoy je S9ay que serez bien ayse. J'avoys envoye vers APR 
M™® de Corbonzoy la prier qu'elle me vinfc veoir icy, mais elle est ^' ^ 
si grosse qu'elle ne peult marcher. VoilA ce que je puys vous man- 
der, sinou que j'ay envoy 6 mon tailleur k Paris pour achepter des 
chappeaux k mes enfans. La premiere fois que m'escriprez, mandez- 
moy ce qu'ils out le plus de besoing affin que je leur face avoir. 
Ma oouzine leur envoye ung petit present, lequel vous leur baillerez. 
Je vous prie avoir I'oeil sur tout ce que vous verrez estre de besoing, 
et empeschez que ce qui a gast6 jusques a icy lea confitures n'y 
touche plus. 

{BihlioiUque imphiale, Fontette, XXIII. 322.) 



The Same to the Same. 

Blois, 7 octobre 1571. 
Mademoiselle de Ghiillerville, envoyant un bomme ezpres vers 
Madame ma mere, tant pour 89avoir de ses nouveUes que aussi pour 
mes affaires, je vous ay escript ceste lettre pour vous pryer de ne 
vouloir faillir k me mander, le plus souvent que vous pourrez, des 
nouveUes de mes enfants, et cercber toutes les occasions que vous 
pourrez pour m'escripre de leur sant6 et bonne disposition ; car c'este 
la chose que je souhaitte en ce monde le plus et que j'auray plus 
agr^able. Et si ne trouvez messagier k Cond6 qui vienne de defa, 
vous envoyerez vos lectres k Madame ma mere pour me les faire 
tenir. Dictes aussy k mon fils Charles Monsieur qu'il m'escripve de 
ses nouveUes et de la sante de ses freres.^ 

(BiUwtlUque tmphriale, Fontette, XXIU. 322.) 

The Dawager-Prvncesse de Oonde to Mademoiselle de GhiUlervtlle, 

Fontainebleao, 28 avril 1573. 
Mademoiselle de Guillerville, j'ay est^ bien fort ayse d'avoir 
entendu par Pichot la bonne disposition de mes enfans. C'est le 

' In this letter the Princess appears be he who is meant by * Charles Mon- 

to speak of ' her son Charles Monsieur ' sienr/ and who is asked to ' write abont 

and of 'her little Connt' as if thej were himself and his brothers.' Having 

two different persons. Her son, the been bom in 1562, he was nine jears 

Comte de Soissons, was called Charles ; old when his stepmother wrote this 

but her husband's last child by ]&16onore letter; the 'little Comte' de Soissons 

de Koye was also called Charles, and was not yet five years old, and could 

became Cardinal de Bourbon. It must not yet be a very regular correspondent. 
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APP. plus grand contentement que je puis recevoir que de s^avoir souvent 

s.^.^; , de leurs nouvellcs, qui mo fait vous prier de ne laiaser passer 

aucune occasion sans m'en faire entendre. On m'avoit un peu 
auparavant raporte que Benjamin avoit mal a nn ceil ; mais Tespe- 
rance que Pichot m*a denude du contraire me fait croire qu*il n'en 
est rien, et aussi que je m'asaeure que n'eussiez failly k m'en advertir, 
suivant ce que. je vous ay souventes foys dit que je voulois estre 
incontinent advertie du moindre mal qui leur pourroit advenir ; co 
que vous prie encores que faciez et que vous servi^s d'un medecin 
bien ezperimente qui demeure pres de la, ainsi qu'on m'a dict> si 
d'adventure il leur survlent quelque malladie : prenez bien garde 
qu'ila ne s'eschaufent, et qu'ils n*endurent aussi trop de froid ; car 
de ces deux extre mites viennent les pleurisies, qui sont main tenant 
bien en r^gne. Je suis asseuree du bon dcbvoir que vous y faites, 
et pour ce je ne les vous recommanderay d'avantage. J'ay entendu 
qu*on a retrancli6 la moitic des gages de leurs serviteurs, contre ce 
que Monsieur le cardinal mon frere m'avoit accorde.* 
{Bibliothique impiridle, Fontette, XXIII. 325.) 

The Same to the Same, 

Blandy, 22 d^oembre 1573. 

Mademoiselle de Guillerville, j'ay est^ bien fort ayse d*avoir 
entendu des nouvelles si bonnes de mon fils. Je vous prie ne faillir 
a m*en escripre encores par ce porteur. Je me delibere, apres avoir 
encore este quelques jours en ce lieu, m'en aller & Parip, et de la & 
Gailon.* Vous direz k mon filz que je lui porteray de belle besongne 
pour se jouer. Je me suis bien estonn^e d'avoir conneu par ses 
lettres qu'il a, en si peu de temps, si bien apprins k escrire. Je 
pensoys qu'il ne fist aultre chose que passer le temps a s*esbattrc, 
mais je voy bien qu*il veut devenir bien sage. 

{BiUiothique imperiaU, Fontette, XXIII. 326.) 



VI. 

HenH J., Prince de Conde, to Admiral Coliyny, 

La RochcUe, 8 scptembre 1571. 
Mon oncle, j'ay est^ bien aise de congnoistre par vos lettres que 
vous n'aves aucune cliose qui vous ait pu retarder votre voiage de 

> It is evident that the charge of the ' Gaillon, a house belonging to the 

cliildren 8 education was shared between Cardinal de Bourbon^ j 

the Princess and the Cardinal. Digitized by V^OOg LC 
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la cour. Je prie h Dieu qu*il S9ait qne je le desire. Toutefois l*on APP. 
m'a adverfcy avoir ony dire k Monsieur le marqais .... qu'il _ 

estoit £Etsch6 de qnoj totls y allies, et qu'il craignoit qu*il vous en 
advinst du mcd. Je voua supplie prendre garde a vous. Je 89aj 
bien que yous av^s beaucoup d'amis et serviteurs par del^ ; pour 
cela, mon oncle, youb ne d^laisserez a pourreoir comme vous sfaur^s 
bien fidre aux advertissemens que vous en recevres ; car il ne se 
peult nuUement doubter que vous ay 6s encores ]k un grand nombre 
d'ennemys. Quant a moy, je ne fauldray de vous adverfcir tousjours, 
sitost que j'entendray que Ion en veult tant a vous que k d'aultres, 
et mesmes, quand il sera question de la cause g^nerale, de vous 
rendre certain de tout. L'on m'a asseur6 aujourdhui que le due de 
Medina Celi, qui pars d'Espaigne pour aller en Flandres, a charge de 
faire quelque entreprise sur ceste ville en passant, et, s'il y fault, le 
due d'AIbe en s'en retoumant y donnera essay avec cong6 du Boy, 
80 diet-on. J'en ai adverty Messieurs de ceste ville y prendre garde, 
et de faire commandement aux hostelliers et tavemiers de porter 
tons les Boirs au maire les noms de leurs hostes, et pour sfavoir ce 
qu'ils viennent faire ici. Asseur6s-vous qu'il ne tiendra point k moy 
que Ton ny face bon ordre, aussy qu'ils le m'ont promis, jusques k 
regarder aux vendengeurs, comme il est besoing. L'on diet qud 
Landreau est all6 au devant du dac de Medina Celi pour le guider, 
et s'est all6 embarqu6 vers Saint- Jean-de-Luz. Toutefois Ton me 
diet qu'il estoit passe, et que Ton avoit veu quarante navires d'une 
flotte qui alloit en Flandres. 

Au demeurant, j'entretiens ma bonne tante paisiblement, ma 
consine et mes petis cousins, et u'est gu^res de soirs que nous ne 
facions nne belle vye k vostre gr6, en nous esbatant tons ensemble 
joieusement, pour tascher k passer nos m^lancoliques heures. Je 
yous prye que, tout ainsi que je vous escris de mes nouvellos, comme 
je vous promets que je vous feray k toutes les occasions, escrivez- 
moi aussy des vostres, car asseurez-vous que je prens k gran plaisir 
en entendre. Cependant je me recommanderay bien k vostre bonne 
gr&ce, et supplieray le Cr6ateur, mon oncle, qa'il vous ait toujours en 
sa saincte garde. 

Escrit k la Bocbelle, le 8*°* de septembre 1571. 

Yostre bien bumble et ob^yssant nepveu, 

Henbt db Bouhbon. 

Je ne fikuldray de satis&ire k vostre lestre, et partiray d'icy pour 
aller a la terre ung jour de la semaine prochaine. 
{Library of Berne, Collection Bongars, i. CXLI. p. 5.) 
VOL. 11. Y Digitized by CjOOQ IC 
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VIL 

The Prince de Conde to the Gomd Palatine. 



vn. 



Soug^res/ 9 ayril 1576^. 
APP. MoDBieiir mon consin, j'ay eu avertissement aujourdhuy que les 

Suisses dn Roy et ses reistres, qui Bont environ mille cbevaux, out 
repasse la riviere d'Yonne, yl y a seullement deux iours, et qu'ilz 
n'ont encor nul effroi de nostre armee, et pancent ceux qui cong- 
noissent le pays que il n'y a d'icy a eux plus de seize ou dix-sept 
lieues. Voyant cella, il m*a sembl6 qu'une plus belle occasion ne se 
pourroyt presenter pour bien employer la bonne vollont^ de tant 
de gens de bien qu'il y a en ces trouppes, ayant envoy^ pour cest 
effect vers vous le sieur de Coubrelles vous faire entendre le desir 
que j'ay de tenter une telle entreprise, et vous prier affectueusement 
de gauigner tant sur quelqaes-uus de vos colonelz, quilz me vueillent 
accompagner, et suffiroyt des cornettes de Therze et de Stein, qui 
sont les plus prochaines d'ici, m'assurant, Monsieur mon cousin, que 
nous ferons quelque chose de bon. Et, cella avenant, pencez quel 
avancement cella apporteroyt k une bonne paix. Les belles entre- 
prises se font de loin, lorsque Tennemy, pendant estre en assurance, 
demeure negligent ; aussy bien est-il n^cessaire d'avancer quelque 
bonne trouppe pour le tenir en crainte, jusques a ce que nostre 
arm6e soyt toutte unye et que ung bon ordre soyt estably parmi no", 
car, si en ce d^sordre, et estant logez escartez co® no' sonmies, de 
leurs gens 8*avan9oyent, ils nous leveroyent des logis an prejudice 
de nostre reputacion. 

Un marge : Si vous trouvez bon que I'entreprise s'execute, il en 
faudroyt avertir les colonelz, affin qu'ils commen9assent demain k 
marcher. 

Au has : Je vous supplie de m'envoyer cent livres de poudre. 

(Original. Archives de Condi,*) 



VTII. 

The Prince de CondS to the Earl of Sussex * (f). 

La Bochelle, 12 jnin 1577. 
Monsieur mon cousin, les grandes obligations que je vous ay de 
tant de plaisirs et faveurs que m'avez tousiours faictz de tout ce 

' In the Dopartement de I'Yonne. 

* Kadcliff, Earl of Sussex, Lord Chamberlain at the Court of Elizabeth.— Tb. 
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qui a deppendn de vostre credit en vers la Majesty de la Reyne et APP. 
tons les antres seigneurs du oonseil, de Tassurance que j'ay telle de ^^^^' • 
la continuation de vostre bonne amity^ envers les eglises de France, 
le Toy de Navarre et moy, par les rapportz de tons ceulx qui s*adres- 
sent a vous, me font encores concepvoir une plus grande esperance 
que jauiais que vous nous serez encores k ce coup si bon et parfaict 
amy, que vous nous ferea le bien de n'espargne toutes voz ^veura 
a ce que nous puissions obtenir de Sa Majesty le service qui nous est -^ 
tres-necessaire pour nons relever de la ruyne en laquelle noz en- 
nemys nous veulent precipiter, nous amusant d*ung cost6 de faindre 
negociations de paiz, et d'aultre part assi^geant nos places, et nous 
approcbans tousiours le plus qn'ilz peuvent, sans que nous puissions 
esp^rer aucune bonne paix d'eulx, nous voulans tons les jours re- 
trancber quelque cbose de T^dict k mesure qu'il leur arrive^ quelque 
prosp6rit4 centre nous, qu'a faict r^soudre ledict S*" roy de Navarre 
et moy de nous nous y plus fie, et de nous attendre d*avoir aucune 
bonne et seure paiz qu'avecq de bonnes forces estrangieres, pour 
lesquelles mectre sas nous estans icy mis en tons le debvoir k nous 
possible de faire quelque somme de deniers, nous avons taut esp^re 
de la pi^te et vertu de la Majesty de la Boyne et de vostre credit 
et favour en son endroict, que vous n'espargnerez rien qui soit en 
vostre puissance pour la persuader de noas secourir encore ceate 
fbys, vous asBurant que nous reoompenserons tellement le pen de 
debvoir que nous avons &*ict par le pa8s6 de nous aquicter dea 
grandes obligations que nous avons k sa dicte Majesty, qu'elle aura 
toute occasion de nous conserver I'amiti^ dont il lui a plu nous fairo 
tant de demonstracion, et d*oubli6 tons les mescontentemens qu'eUe 
pent avoir receu par &iulte de Ten avoir satisfaicte comme il ap- 
partien, chose qui est du tout provenue du pen de compte que font 
noz ennemys de tenir leur foy et parolles, non-seulement k nous, 
mais anssy k tons les princes estrangiers, ainsy que plus amplement 
les S" d'Hargenlieu et de la Pebonne le vous feront entendre de 
ma part, avecq le S' du Plessis de la part du roy de Navarre, dont 
je vous supplie bien affectueusement les vouloir croyre comme moy- 
mesme, et sur rasseurance que j'ay si grande en vostre amiti^ que 
vous nous ferez en leur negociation tons les plaisirs que vous 
pourrez, je vous asseureray aussy en recompense qu*il n'y a prince 
en la cbrestient^ dont vous puissiez faire plus d'estat que dudii 
S' roy de Navarre et moy, pour n'espargn6 jamais rien qui soit en 
nostre puissance par tout ou nous vous pouvrons ob^yr. 
(Briiitk Museum. Cotton, Titus, B. VII. 820.) 
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IX. 

The Prince de OandS to the Queen-Mother, 

Saint-Jean-d'Angely, 18 noTembre 1579* 
Madame, 

APP. Je ne Baarojs assez hamblement remercyer YoBtre Maiest^ de 

^' rhonnenr qu*il luy playst me ffere, de m*avoyr envoy^ visiter par 

■ ■ ■* Mons' Dalbene, et de lassenrance que par Iny me domiez de la 
continnation de vostre bonne volunt6 et affection envers moy, quy 
me sera k iamais nne tres-estroite obligation, aveq nne infiniiS 
d'antres pr^cMentes, de vons rendre le tres-hmnble et tres-fid^Io 
service qa*k vons doy, et toncbant, Madame, le oommandement que 
Vostre Maiest^ me fait de tenyr la main k la restitution des villes 
accord^ par la conf<^rence de N6rac, d'antant qne oela a est^ 
traict^ par le roy de Navarre et en son gonvemement^ anssy que 
par le gentilhomme qu*il ba naga^res envoy^ vers Yoz Maiestez, 
£1 lenr a faict entendre les occasions pour lesqnelles il n'a pea 
encores accomplyr oe que desirez snr oe de Iny, je ne vons en feray 
autre disoours; toutesfoys si, en oela et toutes autres choses qui 
eoncemeront le service de vozdictes Maiestez, il vous plaist m'bono- 
rer de vos commandemens, je monteray aussytost k cbeval pour les 
ex^cuter promptement ; et pour le regard du maiyage dont m'es- 
crivez, k la v^rit6 je reconnoys que ce m'est un tr^grand boimeur, 
voyre tel que je n'eusse aus6 Teep^rer, mays, en ayant demand^ 
Tadvys des ministres nagu&res assemblez au synode tenu k Figeac, 
ilz m*ont fiaict responce que, pour la diversity de religion, ie n'y 
pouvoys entendre, si Madamoyzelle de Yaudemont n'en faisoyt 
pareille professyon que moy. Aussy, Madame, quand ceste con* 
syd^ration cesseroyt, ce me seroyt un bonneur k demy, s'il ne play- 
soit k Yoz Majestez me remetre en mon gouvemement, duquel ie 
ne iouys point, encores que ie Taye eu par le moyen du Boy. Pour 
le regard des Hens, je m'en remetray tousiours k oe que Yob 
Maiestez en advyseront et ce que Messieurs mes parens m'en con- 
seilleront. Yous supplyant tr^bumblement, Madame, prendre 
le tout en bonne part, et me fayre cost bonneur de croyre que 
n'aurez jamais un plus fidele serviteur que moy, quy en cest en* 
droict supplye le Cr^ateur contynuer k Yostre Maiest^, Madame, 
en tr^parfaicte sant6, tres-longne et tr^^beureuse vye. 
A S*-Jeban, ce IB novembre. 

Yostre tr^bumble et tres-obeissent serviteur, 

Henrt db Boxtrbov. 

(Original antograph. Archives de Condi.*) 
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The Prince de OondS to Lord Bwrgldey. 

La Fire, 12 ayril 1580. 

Monsiear de Bnrghley, les obUgations que les panvres ^glises de >^pp. 
ce Toyanlme vons ont en g^D^ral, et moy particulierement, Bont si -^' 
grandes, pour tant de fayenrs desqnelle yous av^s cy-deYani assists 
le bien de nostre cause, tontes ei qnantes fois qn'en av^s est6 reqnis » 
et vos moiens Font pea permectre, qn'apres vons en avoir desiil 
faict nn, voire plnsienrs affeciion^s remercymens, nous sommes 
contraincts tontefois d'en confesser encor la debte non moindre ; 
xnais pnisqn'il n'y a en aaldUL defianlt de desir et de bonne volenti 
ik vons en revencber, je venlx encore vons promectre la vie tonte 
semblable an besoing qni s'offire maintenant de la recbercbe et se- 
mondre ponr le seoonrs de nos affaires ; snr la disposition desqnels 
je despesche pr^ntement le sienr BoncbaHy mon conBeiUier^ vers 
la Boyne^ voetre sonveraine dame, avecqne nne tr^bnmble snp- 
plicacion de son assistance, Tayant anssi bien express^ment obarg6 
vons veoir de ma part, et onltre de tesmoigner de ma pai&iote 
amyti6 en vostre endroict, vons assenrer bien particnli^rement de 
tontes les occnrenees de de^^ et des canses de soul voiage, dont je 
me remects dessns Iny, apr^s lay en avoir donn^ ^ congnoistre. Je 
vons prie d'avoir en telle et si sp^ciale recommendacion ce dont il 
vons reqnenra en mon nom, et ponr obtenir, par vostre moyen, 
non-seallement one &vorable andiience de Sa Majesty, mais anssi son 
ezpMition en telle que nosdictes affaires en re9oy vent le fruict qni 
lenr est n^cessaire ; et si voos oognoissez que, ponr le contentement 
de vons on des vostres, je pnisse vons faire plaisir, le sacbant, je 
m'y disposeray d'nne vollont6 si firancbe, qa'elle servira tonjonrs 
d'angmentation k la vostre, dont la certitade me gardera voos fieuxe 
nne plna longne lettre. 

{BfiiiBh Museum, Cotton, Galba, £. VL 12^> 



XI. 

The Prvnee de Oond4 *A Messieurs les Syndiques ef ConseU de la VtUe 

de Oenhje,* 

Saint-Jean-d'Angely, 26 mars 1684. 
Messienrs, la mesme religion de laqnelle nons fidsons profession 
nous enseigne assez la conjonction qui doibt estre entre nous 
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APP. Mais, pnisqae nos ennemifl nons rapprennent davantage par lenrs 
, ^- ^ desseings, qn'ils bastissent tons lea jours pour nous miner tous ^ la 
fois, oelanous doibt occasionner d'estreindre pins fort le lien d'amitie 
et nnion, oonome le plus asseur^ moyen, selon les hommes, de nostre 
conservation; oe que je djs, Messienrs, afin de toos tesmoigner 
par la pr^sente le semblable que par mes pr^c^dentes, ei vons prier 

. V croire qne j'ai meryeiUensement & coenr yostre bien, repos, accroisse- 
ment et contentement, tenant pour certain que, si Dieu vons con- 

* tinne, comme je Ten prie ardemmeDt, nne tranqniUit^, il vons fera 
anssi la gr&ce de Templojer a Tadyancement de sa gloire, ponr 
triompher an milieu de vos ennemis. Si, ponr y parvenir, vons 
estimez que mes moyens y pnissent apporter de la &GiIit^y je lea 
vons offre yolontairement ayec ma personne, de laqnelle je vons 
serviray de tonte raffection qne yens ponyez attendre et yous pro- 
mettre d'nn prince desirenz de vons voir sortis des perplezit6s qui 
vons trayaillent de longtcmps, ^ quoy il semble, par vos demieres 
lettres, que Dieu yous pr^sente nne ouyerture qui ne sera jamais si 
senre ny si prompte que je la vons sonbaitte. Messieurs, priant Diea 
que, malgr6 vos adyersaires, il conserye et accroisse yostre estat, 
yous faisant prosperer de plus ^ plus ^ son honnenr, yostre soulage- 
ment et utility de nos ^'glises, qui y ont un interest. 

{Amhivu de Genhe,) 



xn. 

Tfie King of Navarre to Beza, on the Death of the Prince de GondS, 

MftTs 1688. 
Mons*" de Besze, il vons fiEint qne je vons dye qne de lontans je 
n'ay este tellement contryst^ et afflyg6 en mon Ame qne je snys de 
la perte pnblyqne et particulyere qne j'ay f^te de fen mon cousin 
Mons<^ le Prynce. Mais surtont j'ay nn extreme d^pl&syr de la 
fason de sa mort, laqnelle j'ay de tant plus en borrenr et ex^craiyon 
quelle est domestyqne et sans semblable exemple en tontes ses cyr- 
constances. Je n'onblye rien pour av^rer ce fayt. Mais nn {)age 
de Madame la Princesse, nomm^ Belcastel, en est pryncipal ynstru- 
ment, leqnel s'est sany^ dans Poytiers, et ponr le reoonvrer j'ay 
d^pesch^ vers le Boy, esp^rant qn'il n'appronvera telles voyes 
abomynables, et qu'il le fera amener en ce lien de Saynt-Jan, pour 
pouvoyr myeux ayerer le fet et ynstmyre le proces qne je leur fiiys 
f^re. An mesme temps il y ayoit yynt-quattre hommes depescbea 
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en ces cjartyers pour espyer roccasyon de me tuer. II j en a nn APP. 
qny se d^guysoyt en jantylliomme fryson, k quy le cmenr fayllyt ^ -^^ . 
ainsy qu'il me presentoit nne requeste h N6rac, et, le jonr mesme 
ayant est^ piys, il a tont confesse, ainsy qne voas yerrez par la 
eopye de la d^posyiyon, que j'envoye a M. de la None. II £ant bien 
dire que nous sommes en un mys^rable tans et que Dieu est byen 
courrouc6 centre nous, puysque ce syecle produyt de tels monstres, 
lesquels, faysans mestyer d'assassynas et empoysonnemens, et en 
estans auteurs, veulent estre estim6s jans d'honneur et de vertu. 
Je say qu'yls ne peuvent ryen fere centre moy, sy ce n'est avec la 
Yolont^ et par la permyssion de Dieu, lequel, malgr6 tons les efors 
de Satan et de l*Antechryst, d^lyvrera son Eglyse, quoy qu'yl 
tarde ; s'yl ne se veult servyr de moy en cela, il a ass^s d'autres 
moyens, mays, cependant qu'il me donnera la yye, je I'employray 
et tons mes moyens pour son servyce. Je me reconmiande h vos 
bonnes pryeres, comme aussy je vous prye'd'avanser nos aferes. 
Sy nous sommes un peu ayd^s, nous vous assurons de fere quelques 
bons efets et veyles, non-seulement a ce royaume, mays a toute la 
crestyent^. Je prye Dyeu vous vouloyr conserver pour le bien de 
son Eglyse. A Dyeu, Mons' de Besze : c'est 

Yostre plus afectyonn^ amy k jamais, 

Henbt. 
A Mens, de Besze. 

(Original autograph. Library of Gotha, MSS. vol. 405, p. 502. Unpublished.) 



ThSodore de Beze to the King of Na/uarre on the same occasion, 

Man (?) 1688. 
Sire, 
A grand p^ne k vray dire se pourroyt jamais inyenter acte plus 
execrable que celuy qui a est^ ex6cut^ si abominablement centre 
feu Monseigneur le prince de Cond^, puisqu'il a ainsi pleu k Dieu, 
et Tautre si malbeureux entrepns centre Yostre Maiest^, et destoumd 
par la singuliere bont^ de celuy centre lequel rien ne vault, ny 
cautelle, ny violence. Mais il n'y a rien si mescbant de soy dent 
les vrais enfans de Dieu ne puissent etne doibvent faire leur profit. 
Nous avons done premierement k apprendre par ces choses si 
estranges que vrayment Dieu est grandement courrouc^ centre nous, 
puisqu'il a lascb^ si avant la bride a Tesprit bomioide, et par 
oonaiquent qu'il est plus besoin que jamais de penser^t^ une bonno 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



328 UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENIB. 

/ ^P. et vraye conyersion, de peur que, ny pensant de pins prfes, 6 lay 
^ ^™* ^ continiiant de frapper, la maladie ne se rende du tont irremediable. 
£n Beoond lien, ce qn'il a plen k Dien, qni ponvoit priver son figlise 
de tonts lea deaz, nous en laisser on et mesme le principal, noaa 
donne tres-iuste occasion d'esperer de plus en ploa en sa tres- 
gnude misericorde, nons montrant que, la meecbancete de sea 
eunemys estant venne an oomble, son jngement n'est pas loing de 
lenr teste. Mais, oultre tout cela. Sire, ceci tous doibt bien 
advertir, avec tant d'antres experiences qne Dieu tous a &ici Toir 
eu pen d^ann^eB en tant de personnes de toutes qnalit^s et en tant 
de sortes, qne vons soyez tant plus songneux de vous oonserver a la 
panyre France, k Tfiglise du Seigneur 6 k youB-meeme, oomme nous 
en prions et en prierons le Seigneur asadueUement. A cela ie suis 
oontrainct d'adiouster, oognoissant k quoy vous pourroyt amener 
quelqne sinistre conseil e vostre cl6mence ^ bonte naturelle, qne, 
▼OS ennemis ayant bien os^, par une impudence 6 meschancete dn 
tout desesp^ree, semer le bruit que cest acte si detestable estoit pro- 
cede de vous, Yous ne pouvez ni debvez nullement flescbir en ce 
fiiict, sans fiftire une bresche irreparable a yostre reputation, mais 
an contraire en poursnyyre le iugement et rexecution, qui ferme la 
boucbe k ces detestables calomniatenrs deyant Dieu et devant lea 
bommes. An reste, me remettant k yous declarer en queUe dispo- 
sition se trouyent yos bons allies et amis sur celuy que yous y ayes 
employe demi^rement pour s'en enqnerir, et qui n'a faulte ne de 
fideiite ne de diligence, ne de bon iugement pour sayoir oe qni en 
est, e yous en bien esclaircir, ie yous diray seulement un mot. Sire, 
dnqnel je respondray tousiours deyant Dieu quant k ma conscience, 
et deyant les hommes quant aux raisons sur lesquelles ie me fonde, 
et en quoy ie supplie tr^humblement Yostre Maieste me youloir 
croire, quoy qu'on yous ait on escrit ou dit, ou qu'on yous dye cy- 
apres, sinon que I'estat du monde change du tout: qui est en 
somme qu'autant que yous debyez craindre et yous garder k estre 
rednict k I'extremite, laquelle yos ennemis yous pourchassent, qui 
est de yous yoir destitue de touts amis par le dehors e en mauyaia 
mesnage par dedans, yous entreteniez par tous moyens ayec Mon- 
seigneur le due Casimir toute bonne e sincere intelligence, et que 
par mesme moyen Tunion mutuelle se continue inyiolablement entre 
les eglises fran^oises et estrangeres de nostre confession. Sans 
lequel lien ainsi reciprocque, je supplie tres-hnmblement Yostre 
Maieste d'estre persnadee qu'il est comme impossible que yous 
tiriez aide quelconqne des estrangers, ni mesme que yous conservies 
yostre reputation en son entier, comme an contraire, entretenant oe 
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lien, 6 pout cest effect employant des serviteurs lesqnels, aveo la ^^• 
fid61it6 et diligence telles qu'il vons faat yrajment recognoistre en ^ — ,-1^ 



cenx que vons j avez employez, ayant nne hnmenr qni se pnisse nn 
pea mienx, mais tontesfoisen bonne pmdence, accommoder an natnrel 
de la nation, pour en tirer dextrement oe qn'on en desire, vons en 
deyez esp^rer trop meillenrs effects qne par cj-devant, ponrven 
qu'on s'aide de son cost6, ainsi qne la n^oessit^ le reqniert, et ainsi 
qne j'estime qne Yostre Maiest6 anra entendn d'aillenrs plus k 
plein. Vons serez anssi adverty, s'il yons plaist, qn'il y a desjti 
qnelque temps qn'nn bmict sonrd a conm d'nn abonchement se 
debvant faire en personne 6 en Poicton de Sa Maiest^ avec yons, ce 
qni se reconferme maintenant depnia ces demiers monyementa 
snryenns k Paris, le tont forg^, comme pr^snpposent yos seryitenrs, 
par yos ennemys d6se6p6r6s, 6 ce & deux fins, k s^ayoir d'nn costd 
pour yons rendre odienx 6 mettre en sonp9on, non-senlement enyera 
les ^gUses, mais anssi enyera yos amis estrangers, anqnels, da 
temps mesmes qne les ambassadenra estoyent k Paris, nn certain 
malhenreax apost6 yoaloit fi&ire accroire qae yoos ayiez intelligence 
secrette ayec Sa Maiest^ ponr la mine des 6glises, et d'anltre cost6, 
tout an contraire, ponr falre de pins en plus accroire anx catho- 
liques que Sa Maiest^ s*entend ayec les h^r^tiqnes, ou que, si oe 
n'est le Boy, pour le moins ce sont ses conseillera qni le possMeni^ 
anxqnels ponr cette occasion ils disent et escriyent qne le zele de 
lenr religion et de la conseryation de TEstat, 6 non anlcnne ambition 
ou manyaise intention, les contndnt de s'opposer. Je laisse k part 
cenx qui imaginent et se persnadent qne tout ce qui s'est pass6 
jusqnes ici entre le Roy et la Ligue, et mesme ce remnement de 
Paris, n'estoit qn'une feinte pour yons attraper; ce qui me semble, 
de ma part, n'estre ni yray ni yraysemblable. Quoi qu'il en soit. 
Sire, yons yoyez quels filets yons sont tendus de tontes parts. Ayez 
an contraire Toeil onyert ^e tonts cost^s,* et cognoissant par tant 
d'exp^riences a qnelles gens yous ayez k fisure, tenez pour suspectes 
les promesses les plus ayantageuses, 6 ne soufirez qne ny yostre 
bont6, ny le desir d'une bonne paix (laquelle Dieu nous doint sur 
tontes cboses !), seryent do pi6ge pour yons enlacer, tenant tons* 
ionra, qnoy qn'il en soit, yostre personne en bonne senrt6, et no« 
tamment, cas adyenant qne yons soyez solicits de oonf<6rer en 
personne, prenez bien garde k la fa9on, 6 mieux que ne fit le fen 
conn^table de Sainct-Paul, ainsi qne Philippe de Commine le r^te. 
Bref, Sire, retenant tonsioura le tr^s-iuste fondement de la defense 
en laquelle yons ayez est6 contrainct et forc^ de yons mettre, 6 
^emearant es yrayes, sainctes et tres-pertinentes responses par 
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APP. voixs faictes 6 tant de fois r^iter^es but le poinci de la Religion, 
^^^' ^ opposes k la violence et puissance de touts vos ennemis la force du 
Tont-Puissant, et k lenrs canteles la grande providence de nostra 
Dien, que vons avez tant de fois exp^riment^e ; aox difficnlt^s et 
oomme impossibilit^s qne voos pr^vojez, et anxqnelles pent-estre 
vous voos verrez r^dniot, I'assistance de celai qui pent et vent tout 
pour les siens, faict les grandez choses par les petites, et ne £uct 
en rien mienx apparoir sa force qu'en la d6bilit6 des siens, qoand 
Dien leur &iot la grftce d'attendre leur secours d'en haut, oomme 
vons Tavez visiblement essay^ il n'j a pas longtemps. Et surtont, 
pour oe que ceste temp^te a desj& longtemps dar6, et ne se void 
encore apparence de la fin, il est requis, Sire, que vous consid^ries 
en vous-mesmes que, si Dien a r^gl^ le cours des ionrs, des mois e 
des ans, k plus forte raison il a bom^ I'espreuve des siens, qui luy 
Bont trop plus pr^tieux que le ciel ny la terre, et dont luy-mesmes 
tient en sa main la iuste mesure. Adioustez k cela. Sire, que c'est 
an bout de la carri^re, 6 non au commencement ny au milieu, que 
se trouve le prix de la iouste 6 ceste couronne incorruptible que 
Dien vous a pr6par6e sp^cialement, oomme il lui a pleu vous choisir 
pour estre son bras 6 sa main en ce monde pour ceste heure, k Tad- 
vancement de sa gloire et conservation de ses pauvres affliges, 
lequel ie supplie de tout mon coeur. Sire, vous en faire la griLce, e, 
vous accompagnant en tout et partout de son S^-Esprit, conserver 
la Maiest6 en laquelle il luy a pleu vous eslever en toute saincte 
prosp^rit6. 

Yoetre tres-humble et tres-ob6issant serviteur, 

Theodore db Beszb. 
(Original. Library of Gmeva, Letters of Theodore de B^, toL CXYIL) 



XIII. 

Letters written by tbe Princesse de Cond6 during her captivity 
at Saint-Jean-d'Angely. 

I. To her Mother^ Jecmne de Montmorency. 

Mai 1592. 

J*avois toujours pasiant6 jusques k oest beure, an Tatante de 
quelque nouvelle de la court, ou des vostre, et m'atandois au retour 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



xin. 



APPENDIX XIII, 331 

de quelq'im de mes laqnais ; mais, tons ces moiens me manquant, APP. 
j'ai panc6 estre k propos vous depaicber se porteur, pour vous 
snplyer tres-homblement faire tenir k mon frere nn petit paquet 
que je vous anvoye. C'est chose importante, et par ou il poura 
desconvrir les desams du dnc et du conte, qoi est k cest heure en 
Gkbscoigne. H est n^saisaire qu'il saiche prontemant se qne je lay 
mande snr ce snjet. H me semble que mondit frere est fort pareseux, 
et ceulz qui ont la solisitation de mes affaire an main, de n'aYoir 
d^paicb6 ancun de mesdits laqnais pour nous esclersir du partement 
dudit oonte, sy c'est avec la bonne grasse de son mestre ou 
autrement ; car cella brouille les esprits de plusieurs, Aussy que 
ceulx quy sent tres-bien disposes an ce lieu ont besoin d'estre 
maintenus et souvant visittez par lettre de mon frere, et qu'il leur 
aparoise quelque bons ofiBse de lui. Ce n'est le tout de panser avoir 
Iais4 lee affaire an bon estat ysy ; mais iL faut ce painer k les 
antretenir, et le plus exp6diant moien seroit ung avansemant an mes 
affaire ; s'il n'y ont donn6 ung bon coup, estant tons ansamble, je 
ne say quelle esp^ranse il y aura dor^navant. J'avois pense que 
nous aurions rbonneur de vous voir. Je ne me puis immaginer k 
quoy il tient, puisque les faicte sent pac^es. Je crains infinimant 
me randre importune de sy continuelle suplication pour cest effect ; 
mais quant vous considerez combien vostre venue est de oonse- 
quanse, vous ne me bl&merez. Je voas suplye done tres-humble- 
ment ne me voulloir remestre an plus de longueur. Toute cbosse 
sent an tres-bon train an ce lieu. Les petis se porte bien, Dieu 
mersy. Je desrroys extr^memant que vous aportysiez vous-mesme 
vos nouvelle. Je vous bayse tr^s-bumblemant les mains. 

11 sera tres-bon qu'usyez de diliganse pour anvoyer le petit 
paquet k mon frere, s'yl vous plait. 

(Original autograph. Ch&Uau de Serrent Communicated by M. Marchegay.) 



II. To the Due de Bouillon, 

Undated. 

Ge qui m*apporte tant de oontentement an milieu de mes mi- 
seres, c'est de ne pouToir estre accus6e justement d'impatience ni 
de pr^ipitation en mes affidres ; mais, tout ainsi que je m6rite 
quelque esp^ce de louange en oela, je serois digne d'un blAme 
extreme si ces continuelles souffrances rendoyent mon esprit 
tellement assoupy qu'il s'y remarqu&t de la negligence et du peu 
de soin de ce que j*y devois tenir plus cher que ma vie. Votre 
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APP. absence, mon cousin, m'avoit retenne dans les limites d*iin silence, 
_ \ - leqnel j'estimois m*estre plus utile en oe temps que la poursuite de 
oe qui me oonceme. 0^, je ne yous discourraj point sur oe qui 
s'est pass^ depuis votre partement : je croy que vous avez 6t6 tres- 
bien inform^ que les choses sont en pareil 6tat que vous les laiss&tes, 
et qu'il n'a rien est6 ex6cnt6 des promesses qui vous furent feites. 
Les longueurs sont si pr^judiciables que je m'assure que Totre bon 
jugement en connoit les consequences : la principale est I'ayanoCTient 
de r&ge de mon fils, sans voir aucune reconnaissance que Ton face 
de luy, au moins si parfaite comme il seroit requis. Les aflbires ne 
peuTent clianger de face qu'elles ne lui apportent toujours pins 
d'amp^hement k r^tablissement des siens. Tons ceuz qui lui 
appartiennent j ont tant d'int^rdt, que j'oserois dire, avec leur 
permission, qu'ils n'en ont pas tel ressentiment qu'ils devroyent^ 
pour demeurer en ce profond sommeil. C*est done vous, mon 
cousin, qui les en retirerez ; yous en avez le pouvoir ; je &y £tat de 
▼otre bonne volonte, laquelle yous ne sauriez employer en occasion 
qui YOUS apporte plus de gloire ; je yous supplie que les effete s'en 
produisent k Yotre arriY^, car je tiens pour certain que yous ne 
serez refus6, si I'on juge qu'ayez en affection d'y Yoir une fin. H me 
semble que le retui^ment n'y servira plus que de destruction. 
tTenvoye Befforoe vers yous, afin qu'il serve k vous fisure ressouvenir 
de ne laisser perdre nul sujet oii il y ayt moyen d'apporter quelque 
bien aux affaires de mon fils et de moy. Le s^jour qu'il fit der- 
ni^rement k la cour profita fort peu ; je souliaiterois que cette fi:>is ne 
fdst pas semblable, car beauooup de gens toument ces voyages 
infructueux k moquerie. Je parle librement k vous, m'assurant que 
ne le trouverez mauvais, estant celuy de tons ceux qui me sont 
proches duquel je me promets plus de soulagement. Aussi plusieurs 
pensent qu'il ne tiendra qu'& vous si je n'en recoys. Je say que 
mon fr^re y est oblig6, mais il n'a tant de credit ; c'est pourquoy 
j'en seray redevable k vous seul, et n'auray de f^licit6 que lorsqu'il 
me naitra une occasion de vous bien servir. En attendant^ je 
nourris mon fils en devotion de n'oublier les bons offices qu'il 
recevra de vous en son bas ftge. H est infiniment joly et plein 
d'esprit. Dieu, qui I'a conserve jusques k cette heure, le rendra, 
s'il luy plait, digne de servir k sa gloire, de faire au Boy le tres- 
humble service qu'il lui doit, et de vous honorer conmie, pour mon 
particulier, je le veux 6temellement. 

(Bibliothique de FJrsenal, MSS. de Conrart. Ckdlecdon in octayo, roL V.) 
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m. TotkeDucd'apemon. 

1593, 
Aveo quels regrets, Monsietir mon consm, fant-il que lee mallienrs apP. 
me foroent de commencer cet ^crit ? De le vons pouvoir exprimer XHL 
par des paroles, ce sont des moyens trop foibles pour repr^senter 
Yiyement les donleurs si extremes qne celles que je supporte de 
vostre perte et de la mienne.' J'ay double tourment, Tun de 
m'imaginer les autres (^), et Tautre le ressentiment trop cruel 
des miennes. Si uue cr^ture, ayaut ^prouy^ tous les plus rigou- 
reux traits de la fortune, peut estre propre k donner quelque conso- 
lation k un afflig6, je penserois apporter quelque soulagement k vos 
peines, et n'esdmerois iua condition beureuse qu'en cette occasion. 
Mais c'est trop faillir que de penser que vostre courage se laisse 
surmonter par la douleur : tous qu'avez accoutum6 de commander 
k autruy, n'auriez-vous pas le m^me pouvoir sur vous-m^meP 
Pardonnez k ma passion causae de mon d6plaisir, se je doute de 
votre Constance, et vous entretiens d'un si filcbeux discours. 
Lorsque j'ay d61ib^r6 de d^pdcher ce porteur, je ne croyois avoir un 
si triste sujet que celuy que le ciel a fait naltre depuis ; et, sans 
Tassurance que j'ay que vous I'aurez entendu par d'autres, j'eusse 
encore retard^ son partement, qui estoit fond6 sur le desir que 
j'avois de savoir de vos nouvelles, ayant sen vostre blessure, et 
aussi pour vous dire quelque particularity des affaires de mon fils et 
de moy, k Tavancement desquels vous avez taut de moyens d'ayder, 
que je ne doute nuUement, s'il vous plait en prendre k bon escient 
Taffirmation, qu'ils ne r^ussissent beureusement ; la promesse que 
m'avez faite souvent d'avoir agr^able de vous y employer, me fait 
Ubrement requ^rir cette faveur. Vos enfants et les miens sont si 
proches que le bien que vous procurerez aux uns sera commun aux 
autres ; car je desire qu*ils soyent tellement unis d'amitie qu'ils 
n'ayent rien qui les puisse s6parer. Et pour ce que je craindroys 
estre ennuyeuse de plus de langage, je le finiray, remettant le 
surplus k ce porteur, lequel vous croirez, s'il vous plait. 

(Biblioih^gue de V Arsenal, MSS. de Conrart. Collection in octavo, vol. V.) 

The Conrart collection contains also three other letters in the 
same style addressed by the Princess to D'Spemon. 

* It appears ftom a note accompany- death of the Duchesse dl^mon, which 
ing this letter, that this refers to the took place September 23, 1698. ^^ . 

digitized by CjOOQ IC 



XIII. 



334 UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS. 

• IV, To the Due de Montmorency. 

Undated. 
APP. Monsienr mon onde, j'aj receu tout tm temps avec beanconp de 

contentement, snr Tesperance de vostre arriv^ en conr; mais, 
lorsque j'aj sea la canse sinistre de votre retardement, jagez, je tous 
snpplie, combien de donlenrs ensemble j'ay ressenty en Vkme ; la 
plus cruelle est celle de la perte que youb avez faite/ que je n*estime 
m'estre moins dommageable qu*^ yous ; I'autre de me voir fmstree 
de Tattente que j'ayoys d'en estre pres, et de savoir votre beureuz 
establissement au lieu ou vos vertus aurojent plus de lustre, et ou 
vous triompherez de ceux qui ne craignent rien tant que de yous 
Yoir pr^s du soleil. Pardonnez, Monsieur mon oncle, k ma liberte 
pousB^ d'un zele tres-ardent de voir la restauration de cet ^tat par 
vostre moyen. Ceux qui voyent le plus clair jettent les yeux sur 
YOUS, et sur la cr^ance qu'ils ont que yous, estant pres du Boy, 
revetu de telle authority, apporterez de Tamendement aux afiairea 
de Sa Majesty et n'empirerez les Yostres. Les accidens qui yous 
sont suTYenus depuis la resolution de Yotre Yoyage sent sujets assez 
suffisans d'avoir apport^ de la longueur en Tex^cution d'icelui. 
Mais, Monsieur, au nom de Dieu, surmontez toutes ces difficultez, 
et que Taffection du bien public ne yous face oublier ce qui est de 
Yotre porticulier, k quoy on ne pent rem^dier. J'ay pense estre 
tr^s-necessaire de yous euYOyer ce porteur pour yous representor la 
face des affaires ; bien que je sache que yous avez souYcnt des avis 
certains, si est-ce qu*y ayant int^rdt, et ne Youlant avoir reoours, 
apres Dieu, qu'^ Yostre favour, je Pay bien instmit sur les princi- 
pales occasions qui pressent de donner ordre aux affaires de mon fils 
et de moi ; il les vous fera entendre, s'il vous plait les ^couter, vous 
suppliant tres-humblement^ Monsieur, vous y employer, et donner 
la demi^re main : c*est de vous de qui j'espere tout mon bien, k 
vous seul en seray-je obligee, et d^pendray peipetnellement de vos 
volontez, nourrissant ce que j'ay de plus pr6cieux en pareiUe 
devotion. Yous acquerrez doublement ce qui vous est par devoir 
assez acquis,, et croiez au porteur de oe qu'il vous dira de ma part. 
{Biblioihique de F Arsenal, MSS. de Gonrart Collection in octavo, toL V.) 

> The death of the Duke's son Her- oaths as Conn^tablein July 1595. This 

eulp, which took place shortly after the letter must have been written betwera 

year 1591 (accompanying note). On these two dates, 
the other hand, Montmorency took the 
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XIV, 

The Marquis de Pisani to the King. 

Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 4 d^cembro 1695. 
Sire, 

Hier aa soir, Monseignenr le prinse de Ooiid6 et Madame sa mere APP. 

ariverent en se lieu, aiant couclie k S*-Clou, ou Mesieurs le chan- , ^^' ^ 

seller de Belie vre, de Sansi, de Ghomberc et anltres Mesieurs du 

couseils le vindrent visiter, qui le trouverent fort beau et spirituel, 

comme k la y^rit^ il le Test, et croys, sil est bien conduict, que 

Yostre Mageste demourra tres-satisfaicte et contante de rhonneur 

qu'elle luy faict d'avoir pris soin de luy et de le faire norir, me 

asurant qu*il se randera propre de luy faire service en quelque bonne 

oquasion, quant les forses luy en. donneront le moien, s'asurant que, 

le tamps qu'il plaira k V. M. que ie demoure aupres de luy, que ie 

ne luy donneray aultre laison (le(^) que I'observanse et honneur 

qu'il le luy doibt porter. H est ausi tr^nes6saire qu'elle ne souire 

aupres de luy que ians vertueux et tres-afectionn^s k vostre roial 

service, et tenir sete maxime de luy donner moins de ians qui se 

poura, pour qu'il n'y ait poinct de confusion en sa maison, mais 

tout le bon ordre qu'il se poura. Madame sa mere a un tr^grand 

soin de luy, et a mis toute la diliganse qu'elle a peu de le rendre 

issi. H est tres-nesesaire qu'au plutaust Ton luy donne un bon 

pr^septeur (ie dis bon. Sire), parse qu'il ne luy fault donner qu'une 

personne vertueuse et tres-confidanto k vostre service. L'on ne luy 

doibt lais6 set esprit que le moins que l'on poura oesif, de peur qu'il 

se aplique, comme il le I'a tres-vif et pront, k petites vaganteries, 

auquels ses esprits prompts se apliquent volontiers, si a bonne heure 

l'on n'y rem^die. V. M. me commandera et ordonnera, s'il luy 

plest, au plutaust se qu'elle veust que ie fase k selle fin que, sachant 

sa roialle volenti, ie n'y faille d'un seul poinct. Led. sieur prinse 

n'a moien ne cr6dict que seluy qu'il luy plaira luy donner. 11 n'a 

nule sorte de meuble, et couclie avecque Madame sa m^re, qui est 

cause que ie ne le puise voir ne le matin ne le soir pour prandre le 

soin de luy que ie desiroes, pour le retirer de beaucoup de petites 

libert^s que le temps luy pouroest aporter, si le remMe n'y es k 

bonne beure. M"^ de Boian va tout expres trouver V. M. pour luy 

donner particulier conte du progres du voiage de mond. seignor le 

Prince, qui a est4 receu partout ou il a pase conforme aus commande- 

mants qu'elle avoit faict tant k ses gouvemeurs generots que car- 
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APP. tacoliers, comme ausi aux xnaires et eschevins de sea viUes ou nous 
^ _ ^' ^ avons pas^, aiant k votis asurer que tout le monde y a faict son 
devoir, si se ne sont seus de Montleri, ou ie avoes donn6 le d^parte- 
ment de la compagn^e de mond. seigneur, qui logoit se soir la k 
ChMre, et alant loge lad. compagne, il la resurent si bien k coup 
d'arquebus qu'il en demoura troes fort lionnestes bomme sur la plase, 
si bles6s qu'il sera di£sille qu*ils en escbapent. Ie croj que, si ie 
n'y buse ausi taust rem^di^, que la troupe, ou il y a 9ant bons 
bommes, en bust beu la revancbe sur-le-cbamp, mais ils se accom- 
moderent k se qae ie youleus, qui fut de oommetre Bapin k informer 
de ses ex^s, comme il a faict si dextremant quil en amene les 
principaults prisonniers k Paris. J'ay donn6 avis k Monseigneur le 
prince de Gonti de se faict, a M^ le cbanselier et k M' le premier 
pr^sidant, qui out iug6 le faict digpie d'un cbtLtimant examplaire, et 
ausi que sens dud. Montleri sont coustumiers k telles insolanses k 
toutes les troupes qui pasent par li, se confiant k de mescbantes 
murailles qui m6riteroest estre mise par terre. H plaira jk Y. M de 
command^ k mond. sieur le prince de Gonti et k Mesieurs de sa 
court de parlemant, quil soit faict iustice de set exes. S^te oom- 
pagnee la va trouver, qui est de cent bons cbevots, et croy que, si 
Toquasion se ofre, qu'elle en sera bien servie. Ie suplie tr^s- 
bumblemant Y. M. de me donner cong6 de aller trouv^ ma &me, 
que ie croy estre k s^te beure arriv^ k lion, croiant estre oblig^ de 
raison de luy aller au-devant, puisqu'elle n'a poinct crint de faire 
un si long et fik^beus yoiage, laiser sa patrie, ses parants et biens 
pour me venir trouver, sans crindre ausi de se qu'elle sait les pen 
de commodit^s et moiens que i'ay de la recepvoir autant que sa 
quality le m^ritent, ne me trouvant, apr^s sinquante ans qu'il y a 
que ie sers, que le plus miserable iantilbomme de se roiaulme, 
devant plus que mon bien ne vauld, et seray enfin contrainct par 
ma n^s6sit6 de me retirer en quelque trou dont ie ne sorte jamais, 
pour n' estre importun davantage k Y. M., la supliant tres-bumble- 
mant de me pardonner si ie Pay est^ pour s^te fois, et la suplie de 
commander a Mesieurs de ses finanses de me paier se qui m'est deu, 
si ne se pent tout d'un coup, pour le moins d'une partie, comme le 
pouront porter ses finanses, pour que ie puise susister aus incom- 
modit6s qui me pressent. 

(Original autograph. Archives de Condi, ) 
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XV, 

Ths Prmcesse de CondS to the Cofi/netahle, 

Monsieur, il fanlt tonsionrs que je voiis importune des affaires de APP. 
mon fils, et aye recours h vous. II me fache que ce soit pour sy peu . ^^' ^ • 
de chosse comme du ret ranch emant que Mons^ de Bony veut faire 
de catre mille escus sur la pansion qu'il a plen au Koy Monseigneur 
ordonner a mon fils. C'est bien loing d'esp^rer k ravenir ocmanta- 
tion, puis quant sy peticte somme Ton la diminue. Tout ceulx quy 
ont assists au conseil lors quy c'est traict6 de ceste affaire out 
aport6 ce qu'il leur a est6 possible pour ampescher que le retranche- 
ment n*eust lieu. Mais led. S' de Rony luy seul a faict cecte 
resolution, a ce que Ton m'a dist. Je ne say sy Sa Magest^ luy a 
commande ; mais il Ta form^e estrangemant an ce dessain. Pour 
moy, Monsieur, il ne m'est possible de subsister a douze mille escus, 
ou bien il fault chasser la moity6 de ceulx qui sont an la maison de 
mond. fils, u'aiant aucun moien de son chef. J' ay jusques k cest 
heure emploie le mien, affin que sa maison se mainti^ne onorable- 
ment, et de telle sorte que j'y suis angag6 k bon essiant. Je 
craiudrois anfin que Ton se mosquat de moy et n'an avoir autre 
raison. Four ce quy sera de Tantretenement de mond. fils, je ne 
manqueray jamais de coutinuer de Tassister comme j'ay faict. 
Mais de sa suite, elle ne pent estre sy grande sy Ton n'y mest autre 
ordre. Je pansois aussy estre assignee de deux mille escus de 
Guiene ; mais Ton les refose aussy bien que le reste, de fason que 
nous resantons toutes sortes de disgrasse, lorsqu'il samble que tout 
le monde se resant du bien de la pais. Je ne me laseray de bien 
faire et de donner tousiours occasion de contantemant k Sa Magest^ 
an toutes mes actions. Je vous suplie. Monsieur, m'obliger d'an- 
treprandre ceste affaire, laquelle est tres-juste, et je demoureray 
toute ma vye r^solue de vous randre Tob^isance et service que je 
vous dois et d'estre perp6tuellement, 
Monsieur, 

Vostre bien humble et obeisante niepce a vous faire service, 

Ch. de la Tb^moille. 

La partye de Mons^ de Haucourt et de Mons"^ Lefebvre, pr^cepteup 
de mon fils, est aussy bien *r6duite que la nostre. Le servisse tres- 
fidele et utille qu'ils rande tons les jours a mon fils m^rite que Ton 

VOL. II. Z igitizedbyCjOOglC 



S38 UNPUBLISHED D0CU11EKT9. 

jUPP. ait soing d'eax. Je Tons saplye qn'ils ne soit Tetranchj an lean 
_^' asizubsions (^aasi^fnoHoM). 

(Original autograph. Archives de CtndS/) 

The following letter appears to have been written earlier ihan the 
preceding one > doubtless it had remained unanswered. 

The Pnncesse de CondS to the King. 

Undated. 
Sire, 

G'est avec nn extreme regret qne je snis oontrainie d'impartoner 
y. M. de ma tr^s-hnmble supplication d'avoir agr^able de commander 
h M' de Bosny de &ire achever de payer le dernier quartier de 
I'annte pass^e et de la pr6sente de la pension qu'il Inj a plea 
ordonner iL man fils, ei de oelle de son gonyemement ; ajant ton- 
jours est^ assnr^e que 9'a est£ I'intention de Y. M., ce qui m'ayoii 
emp^di^e jusques k cette heure de luy donner la peine d'estre en- 
nuy^e de oe discours. La n6ce6sit6 me force d'y avoir recoars. Les 
receveurs nous doivent diz mille 6cus d'arr^rages, de sorte. Sire, 
qu'il est hors de mon pouvoir, encore qu'ordinairement je &oe les 
avances du mien et y employe ce que je puis, pour n'inoommoder 
y. M.y de fiEure plus attendre ceux qui foumissent la maison de mon 
fils, s'il ne luy plait d'6crire k M^* de BoKiy sa volont^. II est telle- 
ment nourry k ne respirer que ses commandements, et de n'ayoir 
autre soin qne de luy rendre toutes ses actions agr^ables^ comme 
Yotre creature, que je me promets n'avoir jamais sujet de regretter 
le bien qu'elle luy a &it et continue. Aussi ne peut-il avoir d'avance- 
ment de bonne fortune et d'honneur que celuy qu'il recevra de Y. M. 
Honorez-moy, Syre, de croire qu'autant que je vivray, j'aideray fl 
luy engraver les impressions de son devoir, qui out commence a 
prendre telles radnes en son fime qu'il ne prendra fin qu'avec sa vie. 
Pardonnez-moy si j'entretiens trop Y. M. sur ce sujet : accusez-en 
mon affection, et qu'elle re9oyve la enhance de ma fid^lit^. 

{Biblwthi^ de PJrema , MS3. de Conzart CoUectioo in octavo, vol V.) 



XVL 

The Princesse de OondS to M. de HaucourL 

Undated. 
J'ay diSM jusques k votre demiere lettre a vous faire r^ponce 
pour ne vouloir estre accus^ de precipitation ; mais, puisque vous 
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. conimnez ik blamer mes meilleares actions et celles qni^loivent esite APP 
reconnties de vons principalement plus favorables k ceux de la R6- -/^^\- 
ligion que contraires, comme le temoigne la mativaise cr^ance qne . 
vons en avez, je suis contrainte d'opposer k ces opinions sans raison 
la vertn toute simple, qni senle les pent distraire. Ce qni est k la 
vene de toat le monde ne se pent d^gniser, ni voiler, de telle sorte 
qne la confusion des m^disans ne soit prSte k paroistre an jonr. La 
nonrriture de mon fils est si vertuense qu'elle ne Inj apprend k haSr 
cenx dont Iny et les siens ont recen de bons et signalez services; son 
inclination le porte a les estimer et non k lenr nnire, bien qn'il en 
enst le pouvoir : sa naissance et son natnrel sont trop diffi^rens de 
cette pemiciense impression, et ma volont6 assez claire anz jenx de 
mes domestiqnes, et je diraj de tonte la France, ponr ne devoir estre 
cacb6e anz vostres, qni les devez ouvrir a yoatre kmo et les employer 
k dissiper le nnage qne Ton j fait naistre par artifice. Bejettez done 
ces ennemis de vostre repos, et ch^rissez antant qne vons devez celny 
dont vons ponvez esp6rer le maintien de vostre estre et Tangmenta- 
tion de vostre bonne fortune, et ne meprisez point ce qn'nn milion 
des plus grans de I'Europe sonbaittent d*avoir comme vons. J'ay 
dit k Mons"^ de B61in vos pleintes snr ce sujet ; il vons en 6crit : il 
n'a donn^ jnsqnes k cette henre antre conseil k mon dit fils qne celny 
qne ponvez desirer ; et moj, qni ne manqneray jamais de vons bon- 
norer et rendre prenve de mon amiti6, je vons baise les mains. 



The Same to the Same, 

Undated. 
Si le mal qni precede de Tartifice des ennemis pent avoir la force 
de donncr de vivos attcintes k nne 4me conragense, combien pins 
celles qui viennent de vons, qne je devois estimer un second moy- 
'mSme, me doivent-elles estre sensibles, et du tout insupportables, 
puisqu'elles sont en la cbnnaissance de ceux dont la cr^ance de notre 
union leur avoit est4 souvent confirm^ par mes disoours ordinaires? 
Et, bien qu'entre proches il se passe quelquefois des affaires qui lea 
brouillent, si est-ce qn'il est n^cessaire, en ce qui regarde le prin- 
cipal, de se r^server Tesprit sain, pour n'y laisser glisser nulle sorte 
(de mauvaises impressions qni puissent alt^rer Tamiti^. tP^cris ce 
qne je fays, car, encore que vos lettres ftissent assez suffisantes pour 
troubler les pins forts, le mien est demeur^ et se conservera en son 
premier estre, ne desirant de faire rire nos ennemis, ni 6ter la bonne 
opinion que mes amis ont toujours eue de mon bon naturel. Youa 
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ne me serez oblig^ : en yiyant comme je doj, c'est pour me satis- 

APP.. fiure, et je ne lecherohe de oontenter par mes effets vos paesionB, ni 

^J^^'^ moins d'essayer k les mod^rer. H vous est permiB, et je ranrajr 

bien agr^able, lorsqu'il se pr^sentera oocasion, de me d^partir de tos 

avis, mais non de oommenter snr toutes mee actions; je les doy 

savoir r^gler; si ce n'est par T&ge, m^ oontinnelles et diverses 

trayerses m'ont donn6 trop d'ezp^rience, et 6t6 la vanity accontom^ 

k oenz de ee si^le, et principalement de mon sexe. Je vons snpplie 

done que oe soyent les demiers traits de la foiblesse qni reste en 

▼otre ftme ; je vons protests anssi que cette lettre sera la demiere 

de oe stile. Je vous baise les mains. 

{BibliotMgpte de fJrmud, MSS. de Ck>niart. Collectioii in octavo, toL Y.) 



XVII. 

The PHncesse de Condi to the Oomtesse de MoreO 

Undated. 
Madame la oomtesse, estant obligee par devoir, et plnsde volants, 
d'honnorer tout se que le Roy ayme, j'ay desir6, en vous rendant cet 
i^r^able devoir, estre reoonnue de vons pour celle du monde qui se 
r^jouit davantage de votre gloreiuse fortune, et qui, par autant de 
veux tres-devosts, requiert continuellement an ciel de vouloir con- 
tinner k Sa Majesty oe contentement, et k vous ce bonbeur, k tres- 
longues ann^es, sans que jamais cette indigne, de la forcenerie de 
laquelle votre beauts nous a tons d^livrez, Leurs Majestez, ce royaume 
et moy, se puisse relever de sa cheute. Dieu, qui, pour le bien dn 
Boy, a est^ autheur de ce tant souhait6 efiet, exau9ant ma priere, 
acoompagn^e de celle de tons les gens de bien, en sera le conserva- 
teur, et me donnera le moyen, comme je Ten requiers, de me &irQ 
paroistre, par quelque digne efiet, votre etc. 

The Princesw de OondS to the Prince de CondA^ her Bon. 

UndAted. 
Mon fils, je ne pensoys devoir recevoir k mon r^veil un deplaisir ai 
extreme que votre lettre me fedt ressentir, de reconnoistre que le 

> Jacqueline de Bneil. Her grand- bronght np, as has been already stated, 

mother, Jacqueline de la Trimonille, at the H6tel de Cond^. This letter 

was annt to the Prinoesse. She herself, must have been written in October 

having been left an orphan, had been 1604, at the time of the marriage of the 
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Bojr ajt du m^ontentement de moj snr tin snjet qni me semble Inj APP. 
devoir estre indifilSrent, et me d^fendre rhonnenr de la presence de ^ ^^^^,^ 
Sa Majesty, de celle de la Bejne, en consideration d'nne cr^atiire 
que j'ay trop cherement noarrie,^ poor estre cause de me priver de 
ce que j'estime plus mille fois que ma vie, n'ayant jamais pens^ 
m^riter, par ce mojen, cette d6fayeur, qui me seroit insupportable 
si, par une seule de mes imaginations, j'estois si miserable de Fayoir 
offens^e. Je me consoleray done en mon malheur, et conserveraj 
inyiolablement Taffection tres-fidelle que je dois k son tr^s-humble 
service, recevant, sans plainte, tout ce qu'elle ordonnera de moj, 
en vivant icy autant qu'elle Taura agr^ble, sans aller Timportuner, 
jusques au temps que ses commandemens me feront changer cette 
resolution, puisque je suis si malheureuse de ne luj pouvoir rendre 
de plus signal^es preuves de ma devotion qu'en I'occasion qui s'offire^ 
esp^rant temoigner, par toutes mes actions, qu'il n'j a rien qui me 
puisse fiure sortir des limites de mon devoir. 

{Biidiothique de F Arsenal, Coniart MSS. Collection in octavO) yoL V.) 



XVIII. 

Le contrat de marlage de ' Henry de Bourbon, premier prince du 
sang, premier pair de France, prince de Condej due d'Anguyen, 
gouvemeur et lieutenant g^n^ral pour le Roy en Guienne,' et de 
* Madamoiselle Charlotte-Marguerite de Montmorancy, fille de Mon* 
seigneur le connestable et de deffuncte Madame Loyse de Budoz, jadis 
sa femme en secondes nopces,' ^t Mt et pass^ * en la galerie du 
chasteau du Louvre, le 2 mars 1609 : fnrent pr^sens ; le Hoy ; les 
deux Beines ; le prince de Oonti ; le comte de Soissons ; la princesse 
donairiere de Gonde ; Henry, due de Montmorancy, pair et connes- 
table de France ; Gharles de Montmorancy, seigneur de DampyillOi 
Gonnor et aultres lieux, admiral de France et de Bretagne, oncle de 
la future Spouse ; Madame Diane, l^gitim^e de France, duchesse 
d'Angoul^me, sa tante ; Henry de Montmorancy, gfouvemeur pour 
le Boy en Languedoc, son frere unique ; Dame Jeanne d'Espeauz,' 

Comteflse de Moret, of the beginning of > The Comtesse de Moret 

her avowed fayonr with the King, and • Thne written wraall'^ ailed 

of the disgrace of the Marqnise de Scepeanx, 
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APP. dncliesse de Beanpr^n, femine de mond. seigneur de Montxnoraiicj ; ' 
■H ^^^' - I^Do© Marie de Bienx, veufVe de M" Gny d'Espeaox, viTant duo 
de Beaapr^n^ oomte de Chemell^, mere d'icelle Dame Jeanne d'Es- 
peanx ; Dame Cbarlotte de Montmorancj, femme et esponze de 
Monseignenr Charles de YaUois, comte d'Anvergne, scenr de la 
future Spouse; Monsieur Henrj de YaDois, comte de Lauraguais, 
son nepveu ; Messire Henry de la Tour, due de Bouillon^ prince de 
Bedan, Jamez et Baucourt, premier mareschal de France, et premier 
gentilhomme de la chambre du Boi ; Messire Charles de Cosse, 
chevalier des ordres du B07, comte de Brissac, mareschal et grand 
pannetier de Franco, ses cousins ; Dame Ben^ de GOS06, femme e1( 
esponze de mondict seigneur Tadmiral, son oncle ; Messire Gaspard 
de CoUignj, chevalier de I'ordre du B07, seigneur de Chastillon, 
Charles de Collignj, aussj chevalier, seigneur d'Andelot, ses cousins ; 
Anthoine Herculles de Budos, seigneur et vicomte de Fortes, son 
oncle ; Fran9ois des TTrsins, chevalier des ordres du B07, seigneur 
et marquis de Treynel, et liouis de Montmorancj, chevalier, seigneur 
de Boudeville, bailly et gouvemeur de Senlis, cousins de madicte 
damoiselle de Montmorancj : et aussjle conseilde mondict seigneur 
le prince, savoir est : Monsieur M® Martin Langlois, seigneur de 
Beanrepaire, conseiLler du Roj et maistre ordinaire des requestes de 
son hostel, nobles hommes maistres Nicolas Lefevre, advocat en la 
cour de parlement, cjdevant pr^cepteur de mondict seigneur, Lojs 
D0I6, seigneur du Vivier en Brje, conseiller et procureur g^n^ral de 
la Boine, et sbdvocat de mondict seigneur' le Prince, Ben^Macguei- 
gnon, Fierre Parenteau, Claude Snoch Virej, et Ysaac de Lagrange, 
iiecr^taire, et maifitre Michel Bibere, m^decin de mondict seigneur 
le Prince ; et le conseil de mondict seigneur le connestable, S9avoir 
est : nobles hommes Maistres Kicolas Girard, seigneur de TiUaj en 
France, Anthoine Amauld, seigneur d'Andillj, advocat en la cour de 
parlement et de mondict seigneur, et Pierre Forestier, conseiller et 
procurer du Boj en la pr6vost^ de la connestablie et mareschaulcee 
de France.' 

Les principales stipulations du contrat ^taient les suivantes ; 

Le Boi donnait au futur 6poux cent cinquante mille livres ; 

' Jeanne de Scdpeanx married, in 1609, But the death of Henri IV. intervening, 

fienri de Montmorency, who was then this project was no longer entertained, 

fourteen years old ; this marriage was and Montmorency married Maric-F^lice 

shortly afterwards dissolved, in order des Ursine, a lady rendered illustrious 

that the youhg nobleman might be at by her piety and her devotion to the 

liberty to many Mademoiselle de Ven- memory of her husband. 



d6me, the King's legitimated daughter. 
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Les fatars £pouz seraient mari^s oommuns de Uens, sauf cerfcunes AFP, 
reserves ; XVIIL 

L'amiral, oncle de la fntnre Spouse, Ini doimait les trois qnartas de 
la terre do Samt-Lj^baolt^ siae aa baillage de Troyes, et la terre 
d^Orvilli^s, sise pres Montdidier, mais s'en r^servant rnsofruit ; 

Le connetable donnait 'k sa fille trois cent mille livres et tme 
rente annnelle de cinq miUe livres tant qne durerait rxLsnfmit de 
Tamiral; 

La fotnre 6ponse ienon9ait k la succession de son pere et de sa 
tnercy sanf le cas ou, son fr^re monmnt sans en&nts, elle serait 
rappelee, avec ses soenrs, an partage desdites successions ; 

TJne rente aannelle de dense mille livres et la jonissanoe d'nne 
des cMteanz de Yalery, Laz (?), on Mnret, Staient assignees a 
la fmture ^ponse, k titre de donaire, en cas de pred^c^s de son 
inan« 

Les exp^diiions dn contrat, rev^tnes du seel de la pr6yost6 da 
Paris, furent faites et passes doubles ^en Fhostel de Montmorancj 
a Paris, rue Saincte-Avoje,' le 3 mars 1609, 

{Jnskwu de France, E. ^^,) 



XIX. 

Despatches and documents from the Arcliives of tbe Kingdom of 
Belgium, (1609 and 1610.) 

The Prince de Condi to the Archdukes, 

lAndrecies, 1* dkembre 1609. 
MesseigneurS) 
Aiant dessain d'envoier ma femme vers Madame ma soeur la 
princesse d'Orenge, et moy d'aller trouver Vos Altesses pour des 
raisons que je les suplie tres-humblement youloir ouir de ma 
bouche, j'ai despecli6 ce gentilbomme expres pour auplier tres* 
humblement Yos Altesses vouloir me donner seuret^ en vos terres, 
et permission de vous aller b^ser les mains. Si vous ne m'accord^s 
ceste grftce, il y va de mon bonneur et de ma vie^ mais Tassurance 
que j*aj que Yos Altesses ne refuseront refuge aus afflig^s m*a fait 
cntrepren^re ce cbemin. Croi6s» Messeigneurs, que vous n'obligeres r 
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APP. tlh ingrat, qui aura, avec la grkce de Dieu, mo'ien de voas rendre da 
■^ . service, vous supliant tres-hambleiiient me tenir k jamais, 

Messeignenrs, 
Yostre tres-humble et tres-ob^issant servitenr, 

HeNBT de BoUBBONy 
Prince de Condi. 



Charles, Diie de Oroy et d'ArscTiot, to the Archdvke AlherL 

2 d^mbre 1609. 
Monseigneur, 

J'ay receu la lettre qu'il a pleu a Voatre Alteze m^escripre en 
creanoe snr le comte de Fontenoy,* leqael m'ayant communioqae 
tout aa loing le contenn de tont ce qnj s'est pass^, tonchant le 
personnaige que est arrive k Landrechies avecq sa femme, comme 
anssy du contenn de la lettre qn'icelny a escript a Vostre Alteze, et 
snr qnoy Vostre Altoze me commando de lay r^servir de mon ad vis, 
et encores que ci me sens incapable de lay donner qnelqne bon advis 
la-dessns, sy est neantmoins qn'il ne manqnera an debvoir et fidelito 
mienne de m'en acqnitter snivant mon petit talent, oomme nng vray 
fidel vassal et tres-bnmble serviteor est tenn et oblig6 de faire. 

Je serois doncqae d*avis, Monseigneur, soubs tres-hnmble cor- 
rection de Yostre Alteze, qne, n'ayant faict ledict personnaige cbose 
contrevenant an debvoir qn'il doibt a son Roy et royanlme, et estant 
vena se mectre en lien en-debsons de Tob^issance de Yostre Alteze, 
ponr le snbject par lay all6gb6, qn'icelny est tel qne Yostre Alteze 
ne lay doibt refaser touttes sortes de coartoisies et faveors, estant 
de la qaalit^ qa*il est, et de mesme k sa femme. Et k ces fins, le 
plnstot le meilleor, craindant qnelqne requisition bitive qni ponrroit 
venir de la part da roy de France k Yostre Alteze tonchant ce faict, 
et qny ponrroit mectre en donbte on en paine ioelle de denx costez, 
qne Yostre Altoze donnast incontinant permission k sa fenmie de 
ponvoir librement passer son chemin par les pays de son obeyssanee, 
ponr ponvoir aller tronver sa soenre ou elle est. Sy, comme dame et 
essenll6e qn'elle est, Yostre Alteze, par son acconstnm^e pmdence et 
discretion, tronve convenir de faire nzer par les cbemins de qnelque 
conrtoisie envers elle, je le rem est k Yostre Alteze. 

Qnant an faict dn mary, s'il desire aller le mesme chemin qnant 
et qnant, j'en nserois avecq Iny de mesme, et se seroit bien le 
meiUenr et pins convenable et expedient, ponr les raisons d'est^t 
qne Yostre Alteze mienlx quo moy pealt consid6rer. 

> Charles- Alexandre de Cxx>y, nephew of the Due d^Anchot. 
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Sinon, s'il persiste do yenir baiser lea mams k Yostre Alteze, APP. 
encoires que se seroit bien meillenr de par bon moien s'en excnser, -'^^^ ^ 
je remect ce faict k la discr^tioii d'icelle ; mais il conviendroict lors 
de donner bonne ordre qne par les chemins nulz incony^nients ne 
lay yinssent de la part de cellny qn'elle s^ayt, snr les pays de son 
ob^yssance, et singolierement a la sortie de la yille fronti^re on il 
est. 

S'il demande sanlf-condnict de Yostre Alteze ponr demenrer en 
qnelqne yiUe on place de sa dicte ob6issance, estant le subject tel^ 
ung prince sy grand comme Yostre Alteze le peult bien acoorder ; 
mais se seroit bien de meilleur de, ayecq qnelqne conrtoisie et fayeur, 
luy fikire persuader de youloir prendre le mesme chemin que sa 
femme pour les raisons que dessus. Mais s'il persistoit an contraire, 
et que Yostre Alteze luy yolusse acoorder ledict sanlf-oonduit en son 
pays, les places qu'elle luy pourroit accorder samble qu'icelles deb* 
yeront estre les plus esloignees de touttes les frontieres du lieu ou il 
est, tant pour ^yiter les incony^nients apparents, que la suyte et 
yenue de plusieurs noblesses quy le youldroient yenir trouyer, 
pomme j'entens plusieurs s'y apprestent. Ce quy ne pourroit sinon 
apporter beaucop d'ombraige qui ne sent que bons d'eyiter en ce 
tamps present, aultant qu'on peult, et partant les places que Yostre 
Alteze luy pouroit accorder, pourroient estre assizes an mitant de 
son pays, et en grandes yilles, telles qu'icelle trouyera conyenir. 

The Oonnetahle de Montmorency to the Archduke Albert, 

16 Janvier 1610. 

S6r6nis8ime prince, Yostre Altesse a desift dann6 tant de tes- 
moignages de sa bonne yollont6 et courtoysie h, Madame la Princesse, 
ma fille, que j'oze me promettre qu'elle la luy continuera, et qu'elle 
ne youdra point souffinr, puisque Monseigneur le Prince ne yeult 
poinct revenir en France, qu'elle sorte de Bmsselles pour estre 
errante par le monde, a suivre ung jexine prince lequel n'a aucun 
desseing arrests en son esprit. C'est poor se subject que j'ay 
enyoy6 ce porteur yers Yostre Altesse. 

Tecguivs to the Archduke Albert. 

1« ferrlep 1610. 
Monseigneur, 

Un homme du marquis de Qneuvre (Ooeuvrcs) apporta ces jourB 

icy nouyelles an roy tres-chrestien, que Yostre Alteze lui ayoit 

donn^ audience, le 23 du courant, ayecq toutes les courtoisies et j 
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AFP. demonstrations de bonne et &yorable volont^ qn'il enst pu desirer, 
^_^^* . de mani^re qn'il s'en tenoit infiniment oblig6 a icelle, ce que le Roy 
a eu ponr fort agr^able, s'aasenrant de pins en pins de la sincere 
affection de Vostre Alt^se k proonrer le retonr du prince de Cond^, 
ainsy que m'ont diet bier le cbancellier et le baron de Bonoeil. 
Desqnelz j'ay en ontre seen qne le lendemain de la dicte audience 
Vostre Alt^ze envoya le sieur de Yendegies ^ parler audict marquis 
an subject de son ambassade, sans qu'ils m'ayent diet en particulier 
oe qui s'y est pass6. Trop bien me d^clara le cbancellier que I'in- 
struction dudict marqms est dress^e sur le pied de ce que le Roy 
m'a donn6 k entendre de sa volont^ et resolution sur cet afiaire, et 
que pour le present Ton ne touche qu'au premier point, k s9avoir de 
la reconciliation dudict prince, en donnant par le Roy promesse a 
Vostre Alteie de le recevoir en sa gr&ce, avec onbliance des choses 
pass^es et toutes sortes de bons traittements, selon la quality 
d'icelluy, soubs les conditions propos^es endroit la residence de la 
princesse sa femme. Je respondiz qu'il ne resteroit j& k Vostre 
Alteoe qne la reconciliation ne se feist, ny 4 Sa Majeste catholiqne 
xton plus, d'aultant que j^avois apprins qu'eUe ne Fauroit pas k des- 
plaisir, oomme de vmy je I'ay ainsi entendu de don Innigo de 
Cardenas, qui a desire que par occasion j'en rendisse certains les 
tninistres de cette cour, en tesmoignage Hen evident que le depart 
dudict prince n'a pas este complotte avec sa dicte Majeste, quoyque 
Ton en ayt soub9onne et criailie par de^ Le cbancellier semonstra 
tres-aise de ce avis, comme feit aussi par apr^ ledict de Bonoeil, 
lequel me dit consequemment en confianoe que le Roy commence a 
entrer en opinion, et la Royne croyt fermement, que ledict prince n*a 
point d^wieUigence avecq sa dicte MajestS mj (wecq Vostre Alteze, mais 
la pourroU bien avoir a/vecq OMitres princes fran^oisj et mesmes atdcuns 
du sangy ou bien a/vecq les Huguenots,* Et, crainte de cette intelli- 
gence, ledict cbancellier et de Bonoeil, k les ouyr parler, n'ont pas 
beauooup d'espoir de ladicte reconciliation, pour ce mesmement que 
ledict prince faict paroistre par ses propos de n'avoir le coeur dispose 
au service de son Roy, ny de ses enffans, jusques k avoir demande k 
table, en une compagnie oii ladicte princesse beuvoit a la saute de la 

> l^ieolas de Montmorency, Seigneur place of head of tlie financial depart- 
de VendegieB, Baron d'Haverakeique, ment to their Serene Highnesaes the 
belonged to a branch of this illustriona Archdukes. He died in 1617. (Du- 
family which had been eatabliehfd in chesne, ' Histoire de la maison de Mont- 
Flanders since the end of the fifteenth morency,' i. 834.) 
century. He was a Counsellor of State^ ' In this and the following docu- 
and bad succeeded his uncle Mazimi- ments, words printed in italics are in 
lien Villain, Comte d'Isenghien, in the cypher. 
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rojme de France, quelle royne elle entendoit, pnisqu'fl j en avoit APP. 
tant. Je ne 89ay pas si cela est veritable, mais bien m'a confess^ -^ ^^ _ 
ledicte de Bonnadl que le S' de Bemj a donn6 des advis au Boy de 
semblables discours pr^tendaz tenuz par ledict prince, que Ton 
trouye sans apparence de prenve, dont le Boy, qui conime picqu6. 
s'estoit facilement laiss6 emporter a les croyre, a maintenant peu de 
satisfaction dudict de Berny* J' ay tascb^ de sonder ed, k &ulte de 
ladicte reconciliation, le roy tr^s^chrestien se roidira k pr6tendre que 
Yostre Alteze interdise audict prince le sejour en ses pays. Et, & oe 
que j'ay peu recueillir des discours du cbancellier, I'on &dt estat par 
de9a que ledict prince demandera bientost qu*on le laisse aller, s*il 
voit qu'on lui donne le tort de reftiser le party qui luy est offert,- et 
qu*on ne luy donne point d'entretenement, m'ayant ledict cbancellieR 
represents qu'il n'est encore besoin de presser ce point, comme s'il 
eust Youlu dire que le Boy de France 8*est tm pe7i haste de irCen jpa/T" 
ler, avant que ladicte reconciliation soit faiUie, et que possible Ton y 
apportera quelqu'autre accommodement, en consenrant la reputation 
de part et d*autre, sans que rintentlon du Roy soit d'y proceder 
autrement, et moins d'user d'aucunes bravades ou menaces non plus 
envers Yostre Alteze que sadicte Majeste, dont ledict chancellier 
faisoit de tres-grandes protestations, affirmaut que le Boy ne parle 
jamais de cette matiere qu'avecq la discretion et respect deu k telz 
princes ses voisins, et mesmes avecq declaration de vouloir recog' 
noistre Tobligation estroite qu*il leur aura s'ilz continuent k y faire 
les bons offices jk commencez, comme il Tavoit aussi diet au marquia 
de Guadaleste, lui tesmoignant qu'il desiroit demeurer en amytie 
&atemelle avecq sadicte Majeste et Yostre Alteze, mais que le plus 
grand tort (il disoit aggravio en espagnol) qu'elles luy pourroient 
faire, ce seroit d'entretenir et fomenter ledict prince en leurs estats. 
Et si Ton avoit rapporte a Yostre Alteze que le Boy eust use d'autres 
termes en son regard, ou de sadicte Majeste, ledict chancellier me 
requeroit de les asseurer qu'il n'en est rien, oomme Yostre Alt&ze 
trouveroit aussy de fait par les propositions et remonstrances que 
ledict marquis de Queuvre est encbarge de luy &ire avesq toute la 
doulceur et modestie dont il se pourra adviser. L'on faict icy 
courrir le bruit que ledict prince, estant venu visiter ledict marquis 
le lendemain de son arrivee, luy auroit diet qu'il ne luy pourroit 
donner aucune responce sur le faict de sa reconciliation, sans au 
prealable avoir nouvelles d'Espaigne. Mais lesdicts chancellier et 
Bonoeil ne s'y arrestent pas, croyans plustost que le prince pourroit 
avoir diet que Yostre Alteze ne resouldra rien sur ce fait, sans estre. 
informee de I'intention de sadicte Majeste. J'ay este bien ais^au 
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APP, reste d'entendre d'enlz que le Roy lenr maistre, tronvaat fort bonne 
- _ , - 1^ courtoisie de la s^renissime infante envers ladicte piinoesse, de 
led avoir enyoy^ des estoffes k ae ponrveoir d'babits, va perdant 
Topinion qni lay ayoit est^ imprim^ de Targent qne sadicte Majesty 
anroit faAt foumir andict prince, josques k dooze mille escoz, dent 
on avoit parl6 avec tant d'aflBrmation qne si on lea enst vea 
compter. . . « 

Pecquiue to the Archduke Albert. 

4 f&Trier 1610. 
Monseigneur, 
Avecq beancoup de ratson m'escrit Y. Alt* de ne m'ayoir jamais 
€ommand^ qn'an cas qne le prince de Cond6 ne se sonbrneist k 
demander pardon et retonrner en France, j'ensse k donner parole an 
roy tr^s-cbrestien qne V. Alt* feroit sortir led. prince bors de ses 
pays, et retiendroit la princesse sa femme par delk^ promesse a 
laqnelle je n'ay aassy oncqaes pens^, et c'est pourqnoy fay trouvS 
fort estrange ce que le marquis de Coeuvres a dit corUre verite^ et plus 
encore de ce que fay enUndn de don Inigo de Cardenas, qvs le S^ de 
Larraulty nagneres amhassadenr du roy de Fraiwe en Espagne, luy a 
affimie d'acoir seen de son maistre qne V, A, auroit dit auS^ de Bemy 
que si ce n^enst esii pour considerations d'Espagne, eUe enst defd delivre 
ledit prince entre ies m^ins dudii S' roy^ lesquelles inventions ledit don 
Inigo estlme avoir estS mites eti avant d desseing d^irriter le roy 
d'Espagne centre F. A, 8.^ ct east bien desird qne feusse tenu 
secretes Itsditts nonvelles de Barrault ; ce qne tontesfois je ne Iny ay 
pas promis, m,^estant advis que V, A, en doibt estre informee afin 
qu*elle voye comhien seroit danger euse la criance de ce que Von shaven- 
ture i^y de dire, . II est vray neanmoings que, pins de quinze jours 
devami que Von eust parU de fairs venir ledit prince d BruxeUes ponr 
traicier de sa reconciliation, V, A. m^envoya ses leitres en date da 4* 
decembre dernier pass^, dont la copie va cy-joincte, par lesqnelles je 
fuz adverti de ce qu'elle avoit d6clair6 andit S' de Bemy, qn'Ll 
ponvoit assenrer ledit S*" roy qn'elle ne sonffriroit que ledit prince 
feist sijour^ et moins sa demeure fixe, ri^re Ies pays de son ohSyssance^ 
avecq commandement qu'elle me feit de me servir de cest advis-la, 
et ainsy qne je le tronverois convcnir ; ensnite de qnoy j*en diz anssy 
nn mot en passant andit 8^ roy trois jours apres, selon qu'il est apparu 
par mes lettres dn 7* dudit mois ; mais, comme le Roy n*enfaisoit lort 
aulcun compte, toutfascke qu'U estoit du passage accordS par F. A» 8. 
audit prince, a/ussy tie m^en u-il depuis parle, ny avltre personne que 
eoit ; an oontraire, ayant entendu de moy, le 19®^adit mois, qne 
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y. A.^ poTMT seconder son desir^ estoit oontente de s^eniremectre <m faiet APP. 
de ladite riconciMaium^ ilmedii entre a/idbres choses qu'U seroU hien ^_-^^ 
que F. A. mencujost ledU prince de le fcUre vneowtment sortir de ses 
pays, au cos quHl ne se vovllust mecire en son dehvovr, voire H me 
reqmst d^icrvre a V. A, 8. qu^tl la prioit de le fame deshger aitdit cas, 
sans fa^e mention d^aulcune protnesse, non phis qu^U ne fdt en 
V audience da 7* dn pass6, rrCayant lots seulement dit que son intention 
estoit, arrivant que ledit prince refosast le party k Inj ofiert, que 
Y. A. ne Inj permeist pas la demenre en aes pays, de maniere que 
ce qa'il penlt avoir diet an marqnis de Ooenyre de ladiote pr6tendne 
promesse ne se peult prendre que pour une cassade, ainsi que Y. A. 
entendra encore mienlx par les rencontres qne j'en en mon audience 
dujourd'hui, 3^ de ce mois. 

En laquelle apres mes remonstrances courtoisement faictes de la 
peine prinse par Y. A. et par aucuns de ses ministres k ce commia 
pour disposer et induire ledit prince k embrasser ledit parti, et de la 
sincere volenti qu'avoit Y. A. de continuer ces bons offices, je dis 
au Boj que jusques ores Ton n'en avoit pas tir6 le fruict que Ton 
eust bien desir6, le prince prennant pour son excuse la crainte qu'il 
diet avoir d'estre blasm6 de 16g^ret6 s'il retoumoit sitost en France, 
mais qu'il seroit apparent de se r^souldre k demander son pardon 
par escrit^ et, icelui obtenu, se retirer, du gr6 et consentement du 
Boy, en quelque pays catbolique non subject k Sa Majesty 
catholicque ny k Y. A. ; et le Boy, sans me laisser hien achever ce 
propos, me rSpondit qu*il y avoit desjd quelqiie temps qu'il sqavoxt ces 
nouvelles, et que ledit prince avoit bon raison de demander qtCil luy 
continuast sa pension pour Ventretenir hors de France, comme s\l avoit 
cause sujffisante de s^en tenvr absent ; que c'estoit folic de s*y attendre, 
et qu'il ne lui accorderoit jamais pardon, qu*a cbarge de retoamer 
incontinent en son royaume; cons^quemment il me dit qu*il ne 
Youloit plus penser a ladicte reconciliation, dont le prince se rendoit 
indigne par son opiniastret^, mais qu'il estoit temps de lefaire vuider 
des pays de V, A., comme die avoit promiz audit m^rquiz de le faire, 
selon ce qu^dle en a/ooit auparavant faict dire par de^. A ceste 
parole je me retir6 on pas arri^re, comme estonn6, et demand^ an 
Boy si je Tavois bien entendu, k s9avoir que Y. A. eust faict tello 
promesse audict marquis. II me le r6pete et confirme. Et, sur ma 
repartie que Y. A. ne m*en avoit rien escrit, le Boy voyant que je 
n'en voulois rien croire, cbange aussytost de langage, et me dist ces 
mots : ' Non, je m'abuse, je me mesprens, le marquis ne me Ta pas 
escrit ainsy ; mais ne m^avez-vous pas dit d-devant que je rrC assewrasse 
qu^U n'y auroit pas de difficvXti en cela si le prince vouhit demeurer 
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APP. ohstine ? ' Je respons qu*il me Tavoit propose pea devant le Noel, 
^ ^' . et que je m'estois charg^ d'en donner advis h> V. A., comme j'avois 
fiiit^ pour attendre Ui-dessaB sa response en temps et lien, laqnelle 
je n'avois pas encore receue, et n'en estois pas esmerrill^, pnisqne le 
point de la reconciliation n'est encore faillj, le priant de consid^rer 
si, 8CUM avoir nou/veUes de mon maistrey je potwois avoir engage ma 
parole en ceste endroU, TL repart : ' Poisqne vous dSsavouez cecy^ je 
Toj bien que I'archidncq n'a point d'envie de me faire du plaisir, 
mais que oe sont de friperies dont vous avez use jusques k present ; 
bien, chacun verra ce qu'il aura k &ire.' Et quoj que j'aje depuis 
protests au contraire, et affirm6 fort et ferme la sinc^rit^ de Tin- 
tention de Y. Alteze et la candenr de mes paroles, le Boy est touiours 
demeur6 en son propos, en quoj, avant que passer oultre au r6cit 
du surplus de ladicte audience je ne &j doubte que Yotre Alteze 
ne remarque ^videmment Vartifice dont le Boy 8^ est servy^ pensant 
fti^attirer dans ses fillets et me trainer a quelque confession de pro^ 
messe^ dont je nie sms bien gardS, pa/rce que de vray tant s^en faidt 
gV^ foAfe faict ceUe par ltd advanc^e, qu'au contraire je ne lui aj 
rien diet k pr^nt de Tintention de Y. A. sur ledict point par luj 
propose. Et, quant k ce que le 7* dudict mois de dScerribre dernier 
fay couU en mon discours sur le pied desdictes letires de V. A. du 4«, 
tZ n*a rien de commvun avecq ladicte proposition^ qui n'estoit lors enrxrre 
faictey ny 16 jours aprhs^ et d^aUleurs ce iCest pas sur ceLa que le Boy 
veult fonder son dire, tellement qu'il n' j a pas de subiect de s'cn 
mectre en peine. 

Et, pour faire veoir tout plus clerement k Y. A. le peu de fermeto 
qu'il y a eu audict propos du Boy, il me voulut faire acroyre que V. -4., 
en acceptant le premier des trois points de sa proposition faite ledict 
19^ de d^cembre dernier, qui estoit de faire venir ledict prince a 
Bruzelles pour le traitte de sa reconciliation, s'est quand et quand 
engagee et obligee k I'accomplissement des deux autres, lequel 
argument je souluz (sic) ais^ement, en luy disant que lesdicts points 
estoient tons diff^rents et proposez chacun k part soy, et nullement 
k condition de les accepter on refuser tons ensemble, dont il n'avoit 
este donne mot. Et k tant, laissant cette dispute, je demanday au 
Boy si ledit marquis de Cceuvre avoit requis Y. A. de faii-e sortip 
ledict prince de ses pays, et ce qu'eUe y avoit respondu ; sur quoy, 
comme il m'eut diet que ledict marquis en avoit parl6 k Y. A. et 
qu'elle avoit prins jour pour y respondre, je r^plicquay qu'il n'avoit 
pas doncq d'occasion de se plaindre que Y. A. n'en voulust rien faire, 
mais qu'il falloit attendre sa response, apr^s qu'elle aura essay 6 si 
par la persuasion et recharge de ses bons offices elle ne pourra rien 
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gaigner snr ledict prince poor le faire retonmer en France ; et le aPP 
Roy, persistant d. maintenir que V. A, tascheroit de tirer la n6go- XIX . 
elation k la longne en attendant nouvelles d'Espagne, et, en fin de 
compte, n'en feroit rien, me dit qu*il remanderoit ledict marqnis de 
Goeuyre, et que mesmement il ne se sonlcioit pas si ledict prince 
demeurant obstin^ se tenoit en Espaigne, en Flandres, en AUemaigne, 
on en qnelqne autre pays, puisque S. M. catholique le pourroit 
entretenir quelque part qu*il fast, soubs attente de se pr^valoir un 
jour de sa personne pour troubler la France ; k quoy je respondiz 
que les effectz rendoient desj^ assez de tesmoignage combien la 
Yolont6 de sadicte Majesty estoit esloign^ de tel dessein, attendu 
qu'eUe desiroit, oonjointement avec V. A., que ledict prince s'en 
retoumast r6concili6 en sa patrie, dont je disois estre bien certain. 
Mais le Boy ne le voulut croire, disant que ce n'estoient que bons 
semblans, et que u6antmoins il ayoit encliarg6 son ambassadeur en 
Espaigne d'en parler k sa dicte Majesty, pour S9avoir si elle se 
Youdra rendre raisonnable en ce subject, dont il avoit tant plus de 
cause de doubter que ledict prince a parl^ k don Pedro de Toledo 
en cette yille, et depuis audict don Innigo, peu de temps devant sa 
retraite, comme il disoit en avoir des advis tres-asseurez ; joinct que 
ledict prince a diet au diet marquis ne pouvoir respondre sur ses 
propositions qu'il n'eust premierement lettres d'Espaigne, et qu'il 
est aussy tout cognu que sadicte Majesty lui a desji^ fedt donner de 
I'argent, dont il a fait dee payemens k ses gens jusques k deux mille 
escuz en esp^ces de ducatons. A propos de quoy le Boy me ramenta 
en outre que le marquis de Ouadaleste luy avoit confess^ d'avoir 
ofiert deniers audict prince, et que le marquis de Spinola avoit £Edt 
de mesme, tenant le Boy pour chose Mvole que ledict prince, 
n^cessiteuz qu'il est, oust refus6 de telles offires. De toutes lesquelles 
choses j'ay tasch^ de d^sabuser le Boy par tons les moyens dont j'ay 
peu m'adviser, mais avecq peu d'effect, au moins selon la mine qu'il 
en faisoit. Et, sur ma remonstrance iterative qu'ayant ledict prince 
son pardon par escrit, et jouyssant de sa pension en quelque pays 
neutre, Ton pourroit esp^rer avecq le temps de le retirer de ]kf de 
son bon gr^, potir le remettre en cette cour, le Boy me respondit 
derecbef fort r6soluement qu'il ne luy donneroit jamais pardon qu'en 
France ou pour y venir. 

Au regard de ladicte princesse, il ne m'a diet mot d'aucnne 
promesse de la retenir par deli. Bien m'a-il parl6 des mauvaia 
traittemens qu'elle re9oit dudict prince, son mary, qui pourroient 
donner matiere au connestable, son pere, et qu'il esp^roit que, si 
ladicte princesse se jectoit auz picds de la s^r^nissime infinite pour 
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APP» estre sonlag^e de tant d*afflictions, elle ne Inj d^nieroit pas son 
_ , *_- assistance afin de Iny xnojenner plus de repos. Disant aussj que 
ledict marquiz de Spinola s^ewtt hien pen passer de certam propos par 
luy ienu, qu^U semhloU que Von vouloU /aire la sSrSnissime infaiiie 
alcahueta de ladicte princesse, De quoy je disois n'avoir rien entenda 
et croyre qu'il adj oustoit pen de foy a semblables rapports. Vonllant 
snr ce bien dire kY, A. que ledict connestable ne oesse de lamenter 
et d^plorer la fortune de sa fiUe, de sorte que Ton a compassion de 
le veoir en telle destresse, sans n^antmoins que je sache ny croye que 
pov/r le present il desire le retour de sa dtctefiUe en France. Et quant 
a la duchesse d^AngoidesTne, il est facile de la ranger aux desseingz du 
Bay, son grand aage comvienga/nt a luy eshranler le jugement. 



Finalement, retoumant le Roy a parler dudict prince, il me raconta 
que depuis pen de jours Ton avoit amen6 en cette ville sept prison- 
niers, tons huguenots, chargez de la consjuration descouverte il y a 
deux mois an pays de Poittou, desquelz les deux ont desja confesse 
d'avoir en de Tintelligence avecq ledict prince. De quoy comme je 
me Youlois servir pour monstrer qu'il y avoit tant moins d'apparenco 
de soubconner que ledict prince eust des pratiques en Espaigne, et 
que s'll debvoit arriver du trouble en son royaume ce seroit plustost 
par les huguenots que par autres, il repartit qu*il se tenoit fort 
asseur6 du cost6 des huguenots, et qu'ainsy qu'ilz luy ont tousiours 
est6 tres-loyaux, ilz le seroient de mesme a son daulphin, qu'il me 
monstroit k la main, mais que si les Espagnols entretenoient ledict 
prince, il n'auroit de quoy les tenii* pour amys de son repos. Et^ 
apres que je I'eusse pri6 de se despouiller de tulles empressions et 
particulierement de faire estat que V. A. continuera tousiours a luy 
faire paroistre combien elle desire de le veoir content k I'endroict 
dudict prince, il me respondit, pour fin de Taudience, que, si bientost 
ledict prince luy vouloit demander pardon, il le luy accorderoit, pour 
le respect de V. A., aux conditions susdictes et non autrement, pro- 
testant que telle estoit sa demiere resolution. 

J'ay depuis ladicte audience veu le S*^ de Villeroy, lequel, inform^ 
de ce qui s*y estoit pass6, me dit que je debvois prudemment sup- 
porter les humeurs k moy cognues du Roy son maistre, qui ne pouvoit 
digerer ny^ dissimuler le desplaisir infiny qu'il a de I'opiniastret^ 
dudict prince, et que pour toutes les responses et reparties un pen 
brusques qu'il m'avoit faites il ne falloit pas d^laisser les bons offices 
commencez'pour la reconciliation dudict prince, y adjoustant que je 
pouvois desjjl avoir remarqu6 et trouv6 par experience que le Roy 
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est bien prompt de paroles et leiU d'effectz^ et qu*il nousfaiUoit regarder AFP. 
en paix, a quoy il OendroU t&usiours la bonne main^ me sommant dc ^^X. 
faire de inesme, II me confessa aussj ne s^ayoir que feusse faict 
aulcnne promesse n^y engctgS ma paroUe touchami hdict poind de 
faire sortvr lediet prince hors des pays de V. A.^ mats qu'U croyoit 
qu'icelle V, A, seroit plus aise de Van veoir dehors que dedans, et 
qu^enjin elle se rSsouldra de le faire ren/ooyer courtoisement a CotUoigne, 
d'oH il est venu ; puis mesmement que le 8^ de Vendegies a diclaire 
attdict Marquiz quHl esperoit que V, A, donneroU consentement audict 
S" roy, au regard dudict poinct, mais qu'il auroit de la difficult^ en 
Tantre concemant la retention de ladicte princesse ; an reste, il me 
semble que Ton attendra icy nowoelle d^Espagne, et que cela peult 
servir a V. A. powr tenir V affaire en surcSance si elle trowoe hem estre, 

Pecquius to the Archduke Albert. 

10 f^Trier 1610. 
Monseignenr, 

Advertj que je fuz hier par nn gentilhomme da connestable de 
Prance qn'il desiroit me venir veoir avecq la dnchesse d'Angonl^me, 
je me rendiz pen d'henres apr^s chez Iny ponr les sonlager d*incom- 
modit^, selon le respect qne. m^ritent lenrs qnalitez et aages. Le 
propos 7 fot commence par la recognoissance qne feit ladicte dnchesse 
en termes bien amples d'estre tres-estroitement obligee k Y. A. et a 
la s6renissime infante des bonnenrs et bons accneils dont il leur 
plaist de favoriser la princesse de Cond^, qn'elle desiroit tenir pour 
sa iille propre, comme Tayant eslev^e par la permission dndict con- 
nestable, son pere, et Inj tenir' lien de m^re, ainsj qn'elle feroit 
encore k tontes occasions, me priant d'assenrer Y. A. et la s^r^nis- 
sime in&nte qn'il n'j a chose qn'elle ne face tr^s-yolontiers ponr 
s'emplojer tr^s-hnmblement k lenr service, et qn'elle estime tant 
lenr diet bienfait qne, si ce n'estoit sa grande vieillesse, elle entre- 
prendroit le voyage de Bmxelles ponr lenr en aller baiser les mains, 
dont eUe disoit ne qnitter pas encore dn tont le dessein. Le con- 
nestable nsa pareillement de tontes sortes de remerciemens, submis- 
sions et offres de son service, ne tesmoignant pas seulement par ses 
paroles, mais encore par ses gestes et par sa face, d'j estre port6 
d'une singnliere cordiality. Puiz ilz se meirent k regretter I'infor- 
tnn6 manage de ladicte jenne princesse, la qualifians nn enffant, et 
protesterent d'y avoir presto leur consentement k contrecoenr, ponr 
ne d6sob6yr k la volenti dn roy tr^-chrestien, avecq declaration 
que feit lediet connestable qn'il enst beanoonp mienlz aym6 donner 
sa fille k qnelque honneste gentilhomme de deux mille ®^®^^piqT/> 
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APP. rente, qn*an prince de Gand6, parce qu'estant assez informe de sea 



XIX. 



humenrs et conditions, il ne 8*en promettoit pas de contentement, 
sans tontes fois avoir jamais pens^ qu'il se i^t jecte anz extremitez 
ou il se Yoit plong6 a present, ny qn'il east tenn telle indiscretion 
et radesse k sa fenune comme il fait de pins en pins, en qnoj disant 
(sic) par ledict connestable, les larmes Ini vindreut aux yenx. Et, 
bien qn'ayant le courage assez attendry, il se retint de specifier les 
maavais traittements que re^oit ladicte princesse, dont lay et 
ladiete dacliesse croybient qae j'easse ji les noavelles particalieres. 
Us ne Bcearent toates fois mo receler ce qa'ilz disoient avoir apprins 
par lettres bien fraisches, qae ladicte princesse est rabroaee par 
ledict prince son mary de ce qa'elle ne caresse pas assez le marqais 
de Spinola, et qae pais pea de joars en 9a on sien gentilhom.mc 
nomm6 Bochefort, entrant en la chambre de ladicte princesse, ou 
estoit aassy celle d'Orange, tira en lear presence et a leor grand 
effroy de coaps de pistolets dont il va gamy en ses poches, et dit 
qae c'estoit poar quiconqae vouloit da mal aa prince son maistre. 
lis me dirent ensayte qa'a ce qa'ilz avoient entendu, il y restoit pea 
d'esperance qae ledict prince se voulast recognoistre poar demander 
pardon et s'en retoamer en France, et qae la plas grande crainte 
qa'ils avoient, c'estoit qae partant de Bruxelles il ne contraignist 
ladicte princesse de vagabonder misi^rablement pai^my le mondc 
avecq lay. Pour k qaoi obyier, ilz me reqairent tons deux fort in- 
stamment et d'une fa9on pitoyable de supplier V. A. et la s^renissime 
infante d*avoir compassion d*ealx et de ladicte princesse, et de la 
recevoir b6nignement lorsqa'eUe se viendra jecter k lenrs pieds pour 
n'estre abandonn^e a tel malheur, disans qu'ilz seroient tres-contens 
qu'elle demeurast au service de la serenissime infante entre les 
moindres de sa cour, et mesmes ledict connestable qu'il aymeroit 
beaucoup mieulx d'ouyr les nouvelles de sa mort que d'entendre 
qu'elle fust emmen^e en autres pays estrangers par ledict prince. 

Mes responses k ces discours furent consolations en la meillenro 
forme que je puz adviser, avecq affirmation que V. A. et la s^n^nis- 
sime infante sont du tout dispos^es k gratifier et faire plaisir tant a 
ladicte ducbesse et audict connestable qa'h ladicte princesse, I'ayant 
prinse en affection pour ses qualitez, vertuz et bonnes gr&cea, et 
qu'eUes feront tousiours tres-volontiers en son endroict ce que la 
raison et la r6putation leur permettront de faire, mais qu'il £ailloit 
consid^rer que par les lois divines et humaines les femmes sont sub- 
jectes aux commandemens de leurs marys, et d*estre compagnes de 
leurs fortunes et adversitcz, s'il n*y a raisons fort urgentes pour les 
en excaser, dont je disois qu'au cas present ce n'estoit a faire a V. A. 
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de prendre cognoissance ny si ladicte princesse vonloifc delaisRer son a PP. 
marj ou point. >^IX. 

Snr quoy ilz repartirent d'estre fort assenrez qne, s'il plaLst a V. A. 
se laisfier informer des imdesses, manvais traittemens et antres canses 
de grand poids, qni lea meuvent a desirer qne ladicte princesse soit 
retenne par del^, elle tronvera lenr desir tr^s-jnste et tr^s-16gitime, 
et cognoistra anssy qne ladicte princesse n'a rien pins en apprehen- 
sion et horrenr qne d'estre forc^e k s'en aller conrir le monde avec 
son diet mary, me reqn^rant fort chandement de croyre qne ce qn'ilz 
en disoient partoit dn fonds de lenrs coenrs et libres volontez, sans 
m'arrester anz bmits qne ledict prince va semant, qne ce ne sont qne 
mines qn*ilz en font ponr oomplaire an roy tres-chrestien, ce qn'ilz 
affirmoient n'estre ainsy, mais qne les effectz feront tonsjonrs foy 
du contraire, yoire mesme qne la pins grande f^licit^ qni lenr ponr- 
roit maintenant arriyer en ce monde, seroit de rencontrer la volonte 
de Y. A. favorablement encline h prendre ladicte princesse en sa 
protection, sans la laisser tirer de 1^ centre son gr6. Je ne me 
vonlnz pas enqn^rir pins avant des circonstances de lenrs intentions, 
ny snr qnel pied ilz vonloient laisser ladicte princesse en la conr de 
V. A., ains me contentay de lenr dire qne j'avois fort bien comprins 
tont ce qn'ilz m'avoient repr6sente, et qne je ne fanldrois d'en 
donner advis particnlier h V. A., avec sonbait qne Dieu lenr feist la 
grdce de les rendre contens, et de conduire Paffaire dn diet prince k 
telle fin qne le roy tr^s-cbretien et V. Altesse restassent satisfaicts 
de lenrs bons desirs. L^-dessas ledict connestable, m'embrassant a 
diverses fois, me pria et repria, tant en la presence qn'en Pabsence 
de ladicte dncbesse, d'avoir le fait de ladicte princesse en reoomman- 
dation, aocompagnant tonjonrs ses paroles de tant de gra/oite et nmfvetSy 
que je rCy peuz pours lors remarquer aulctm mdice de pareure artier 
ficielej quoy que j^y pri/nse rega/rd de prhs; wussy m'o-tZ este rapporte de 
horme part que mmstre Nicolas Lefebvre, persomie digne de foy^ ci- 
deoant prieepteur dudict prince^ a dit bien sqamoir que ledict conneetahle 
desi/re verHahlemerU que ladicte princesse se separe de son mary, mais 
que V admiral de Fram/ie, sonfrerej n^ est pas de tel adms, 

J^Bj en des advertenses conformes de diverses parts, qne le propre 
jonr de ma demi^re andienoe le roy tres-cbrestien assembla son con- 
seil de gnerre h, PArsenal, demenre dn dnc de Snlly, et y r^solnt de 
rompre avecq Sa Majesty catbolicqne et Y. A. & la premiere oppor- 
tnnit6, an cas qne ledict prince ne s'en retonme en France ; tontes 
fois je n'en assure rien. Et d'autant moins qne, comme le jonr 
d'bier, estant en disconrs avecq le S'' de Villeroy, je Iny tonchay nn 
mot dn bmit qni conrroit de ladicte manvaise r^solntion, dont^ je 
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APP. monstrois de faire peu de caa, il me respondit qu'il estoit bien vray 

. -^^* que ledict jour apres midy Ton avoit tenu le conseil de gaerre andict 

lien, mais que Ton n'j avoit fait mention qnelconqne, en bien nj en 

mal, dndict prince, et moins de rompre avecq none, me disant qae 

j*en pouvois estre h repos snr sa parole. 

Une chosBy d, ce que fay pSnetrS, peult-on a present tenir powr touie 
certat7is a man grand regret^ que le roy de France^ apres Icmgue deltbe- 
rationy a rSsolu, qnoyqne ci devant Ton en ait dovhUy d^asstster le8 
princes de Brandenbourg et de Neubowrg contre 8. M, impSriale, et le 
fera bientost, Qnelqnes-nngz m'ont vonln faire 4 croire qn'il fera 
marcher a enseignes desploySes vers Gleves un ost de quatre mtUe Fran^ 
Qois et de six mille Suysses fantassvns avecq mil dnq cens chevaulx; 
mais il m*est advis qn'il n'y envoyera ja/mais telles trouppeSy qui seraient 
de trop gra/nd omhrage aiix voisvnSy ains que son secours ira couverte^ 
ment a divers temps sur le m^odeUe de ceulx ci-devant envoyes aux Estats 
des ProvinceS'UmeSy lesqnelz j cxmtribaeront aussy leurs m/yyensy si ce 
qu*en dit Artssen entre les siens mSrite cr^ance, Yenille le bon Dien. 
que ce ne soit unfuneste rejecton de nostre guerre ! 



The Archduke to Pecquiiis. 

(minutb.) 13 ftvrier 1610. 

Cher et f6al, vons anrez entendn par nostre pr6c6dente qne vons 
avons desp^ch^ par nn ezpres, la nnict pass^e, Tintention et resoln- 
tion dn prince de Cond6 de se retirer hors de noz pays de par-de9a, 
et la nostre de, k sa requisition, recepvoir en nostre maison la prin- 
cesse, sa femme. La pr^sente vous advertira que le mesme prince 
nous est ce soir venu advertir qu'il estoit bien inform^ que nombre 
de Francois estoit arriv^ en ceste ville & desseing de luy enlever par 
la force sa dicte femme, nous requ^rant qu'il nous pleust pourveoir 
k sa seurete, puisqu'il s'estait venu rendre k nostre protection et 
sauvegarde. Qaoy consid6r6, et que d'ailleurs nous avons seen que 
de fidct Ton a yen frequenter en I'hostel de Nassau (ou il est log^) 
plusieurs Fran9ois incognuz, armez de pistoles, il nous a sembl6 que 
ne pouvions excuser de, selon la demande dudict prince, envoyer 
audict hostel aulcuns soldats de nostre compagnie de garde avecq 
qaelques bourgeois des ghuldes, faisans garde ordinaire en nostre 
palais, afin que ne luy arrivast aulcun mal, dont estant advertiz, les 
marquiz de CoBuvre et S*" de Bemy nous sont a I'instant vennz 
trouver, se plaignans desdictes gardes comme si eUes y ftissent en- 
voy^es pour tenir comme prisonniere ladicte prinQssse, ct voire 
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soab90imans qne Ton la vouloit envojer en Espagne, prins occasion APP. 

du coarrier nonvellement envenu. Et, encore qne nons avons pro- . _^^' ^ 

cnr^ de les en desabaser, lenr disans ce qn'en est h la y6rit^, et qne 

nons pensions de Taccommoder demain en nostredicte nudson (ainsy 

qne, Dien aydant, nons sommes r^sonlnz de fiedre), si est-ce qne 

nons avons vonln qne fnssiez advertj de tont ce qne dessns par le 

mSme, afin qn'en donniez incontinent compte k cenlx des ministres 

dn roy ti-es-chrestien qne tronverez a propos, ponr les pr^venir de 

la verite de cest accident centre les advertissemens & contraires 

qn'en ponrroient donner lesdicts ambassadenrs. 



Praefs^ Secretary of State, to Pecqulus. 

(mikxttb.) 16 fiyrier 1610. 

Monsienr, par la p^nnltieme de Son Alteze, dn xiii® de ce mois, 
anrez-Yons entendn comme elle anroit est^ occasionn^e d'envojer 
qaelqnes soldatz de la compagnie de garde, avecq anlcnns bonrgeois 
des ghnldes, a rh6tel de Nassan, snr I'advertissenient qne Inj avoit 
donn^ M. le prince de Conde d'nne partie de Fran9ois dress6e ponr 
Toler et emmener en France Madame la Princesse, sa femme, leqnel 
anroit dn depuis tellement est^ circpnstanci^e, mesmes par tesmoings 
ocnlaires, qne raisonnablement Son Alteze anroit este men6e d'en 
sonp9onner et voire d'en croire qnelqne chose, et dont vons anrez, 
snivant son ordre, donn6 compte & cenlx des ministres dn roy tres- 
chrestien qn*anrez tronv6 convenir, et proonre de les pr^venir de la 
verity dn faict centre les jngemens et disconrs contraires qne vray- 
semblablement Inj auront envoj^s MM. les marqniz de CoBnvre et 
S' de Berny, parce qn*ilz n'ont pas tronv6 bon que ladicte dame 
entrast en conr apr^s Iny avoir est6 donn6e garde andict hostel de 
Nassau, Tinterpr^tans sinistrement et comme si cela Iny tonmast k 
d^shonnenr, et fnt nne espece de violence et de prison, ainsy qn*a 
dit ledict S' marquiz k M. le baron de Havesqnerqne, qni le Iny a 
d^battn par des solides raisons, et monstr^ qne Ton ne Iny a miz 
garde ponr la prendre ny ponr s'assenrer de sa personne, mals ponr 
assenrer sa personne, e't ainsi fnt la garde commise k M. le prince 
d*Orenges, ponr avecq icelle assenrer sa maison, comme Iny semble- 
roit mienlx convenir, anqnel effect fnt ordonn6 anx mesmes gardes 
de £ebire ce qn'icellny prince lenr commanderoit, de fa9on qne cela 
ne ponvoit anlcnnement estre cause ponr penser qne Ton pr^tendoit 
de faire qnelqne force a ladicte dame princesse, puisqn'il estoit 
certain que ponr cela n'estoit reqnise plus de garde que celle que 
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AFP. ledict S' prince, son mary, lay eiut vonln £Eure. Concloant ainsi 
^^* ^ ledict S' baron de Haveeqnerqne, qne le pins acerte estoit que 
ladicte dame princesse entrast an palais tant pour le danger qu*eUe 
craindoit dadict S' prince, son marj, que pour n'j aller rien de son 
honneur, se trouvant lea affaires aux tennes ou ilz estoient et son 
innocence tant oogneue comme elle est, oultre ce que noz princes 
sent tout amateurs de Phonnestet^, de la vertn, que la reception 
seule en leur maison jastiffie la personne qui y entre et en oste 
soup9ons contraires ; vray est que les chosea estans passees en la 
maniere que dessas et s'estre seen publiquement (ainsj que Pon 
^^avoit) que ladicte princesse debvoit venir au palais le mesme jour, 
cela fut est^ difiere, Pon auroit doQn6 plus d'oocasion k chascun de 
penser que Leurs Altezes ne Peussent voulu recepvoir pour quelquo 
8onp9on qu'elles pourroient avoir eu d'elle, par ou son honneur 
auroit est^ beaucoup plus int6rcss6. De tout quoj Son Alteze venlt 
qu*informiez bien par le menu M. le connestable et M°^ la duchesse 
d'Augoulesme, ensemble ceulx que jugerez convenir.* 



Feoquiua to the Archduke, 

IBf^Trier 1610. 

.... lik-dessus voicy arriver un autre courrier avec lettres do 
Vostre Alteze du 13, losquelles venues, jo m'en allay incontinent 
trover ledict S*" de Villeroy avant-liier, sur les huit heures du soir, 
et apres luy avoir fait part du contenu esdictes lettres du 12, je luy 
parlay cons^quemment de oea demieres, le priant de donner du 
tout advis au Boy, qui estoit party sur les trois heures vers S^- 
Germain-en- Laye. 

Pour response il me dit que le S^ de Vendegies avoit declare 
audict marquis de Coeuvre de par Vostre Alteze les mesmes choses 
que je venois de luy dire touchant Pintention dudict prince de se 
retirer des Pays-Bas, et y laisser la princesse, sa femme, mais que 
je ne disois pas qu*il s*en alloit k Milan. Et sur mon affirmation que 
je n'en s9avois rien, ny pareillement ledict don Innigo, h, ce qne 
j'avois entendu de luy, ledict Villeroy repartit que, si bien Vostre 
Alteze ne faisoit point d*estat de se servir dudict prince, les Espagnols 
ne laissoient pourtant d*en avoir grande envie, selon les advis quo 
le Boy son maistre 6n avoit tant d*Espaigne que d'ailleurs, et so 
manifesteroit par ladicte retraite k Milan. Ce qu*il dit d'une fa^on 

> In the original of this minute there note in Spanish iu the handwriting of 
are various correctionSp suggested by a the Archduke Albert. 
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moins doulce qne 8a constnune, sans &ire ancan semblant que le aPP. 
Boy sceast gri k Vostre Alt^ze d'avoir conduit lea affaires anz points XIX. 
par moj repr^sentez, dont je monstrois de m'esmerveiller, yen qne 
ledict sienr roy tronveroit accomply tont ce qn'il avoit desir^ de . 
Yostre Alteze, et qne lea effects rendoient ample prenve de ce qne 
j'avois tonsionra diet de la bonne et sincere volenti d*icelle en son 
endroict ; joint mesmement qne le Boy m'ayoit cy-devant d6clar6 
qne qnand ledict prince seroit hors des pays de Yostre Alt^ze, elle 
en seroit descharg^e, et s'il se retiroit en qnelqne Uen snbject an roi 
d'Espaigne, Ton en parleroit lors k Iny. A propos de qnoy, estant 
ledict de Yilleroy par moy enqnis si Tambassadenr dn Boy son 
maistre avoit traitt^ de cette matiere en Espaigne, et qnelle response 
il y avoit ene, me respondit qne Ton en avoit pas encore de nonvelles, 
et pnis il se meit k me raconter qne le maistre d'bostel dndict 
ambassadenr, s'acheminant pnis nagnierres d'Espaignes vers France 
par la poste, avecq nne despesche de son maistre andit S'' roy tres- 
chrefftien, avoit est6 contraint par qnelqnes o£Eiciers espagnols de 
rebronsser chemin sept postes en arri^re, sonbs ombre de la rechercbe 
qne Ton disoit £sdre d'nn Fran9ois qni avoit desbancli6 nne fille, dont 
enfin ledict maistre d'hostel fat reuvoy^ oomme innocent, apr^s qn'il 
fht devanc6 de denz jonrs par ledict courrier Bivas, la &rce n'ayant, 
an dire dndict de Yilleroy, est^ jon6e qn*afin de gaiguer cetavantage 
dn temps, dont il protestoit qne Ton se ressentiroit en temps et liea. 
Je Iny dis qne c'estoit chose particnliere k moy incognne, et qni 
concemoit Tambassade d'Espaigne, dont partant je ne vonlois m'en- 
tremettre, mais qne c'enst est6 nn estrange attentat de vonloir 
enlever par force ladicte princesse k la vene de la conr de Yostre 
Alteze ponr la mener en France. A qnoy ayant replicqn6 qne la 
fa9on de proc^er dndict marqnis de Goenvre avoit bien tesmoigne 
qn'n n'estoit pas venn k Bmxelles k tel dessein, il protesta qne ce 
n'estoient qn'inveutions mises en avant par ledict prince on ses gens 
poiir tascher de rendre le Boy odienz par del^ et, comme j'en 
reparty de n'avoir apprins qne Ton en vonlnst charger ledict 
marqniz et qne, si qnelqnes antres avoient propos^ de Tentreprendre, 
je m'assenrois trop qne ce n'estoit pas de Tadvis, ny dn seen de lay 
(de Yilleroy), il me dit qne, si Yostre Alteze snppli^e d'envoyer 
qnelqnes-nns de ses gardes ponr la senret^ dndict prince et de 
ladicte princesse, les avoit en ce gratifie, eUe avoit &it en bou 
prince, et qn'an resto ladicte princesse seroit bien henrense d'estre 
sonbs la protection de la grandeur et vertn de la s&r^nissime in&nte 
et d'avoir Thonnenr de vivre en sa conr. Finalement il me promit 
de faire s^avoir le tout en diligence an Boy son maistre audict S*- 
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AFP. Oermaiu, et le lendemain, qui fut hier, il m'enyoja dire qa^il desi- 
' _^.^ - roit me veoir pea apr^ le disner, oe qni toQtesfois, pour des em- 
peschements 4 luy snirennz, a est6 remis josques k oe jonrd'hni sur 
le soir. 

£t en cette eniarevene il m'a diet que le Boy croyt tout oe qui se 
penlt croyre de la bonne intention de Yostre Alteze en oe qui s'est 
pass^ ^ affaires dndict prince et de ladicte princesse, mais qu'il ne 
peolt tronver bonne la fa9on dont Pon a na^ pour lea garantir dn 
pr^tendn attentat que ledict prince disoit appr^hender, k s^avoir 
que Pon eust fait tort k sa personne et enleve violentement ladicte 
princesse. Crainte que ledict de Yilleroy maintenoit avoir este 
simul^e tout k propos par ledict prince, pour diffamer le Boy, lequel 
il quaUfioit si doulx et d^bonnaire de son nature!, que jamais il ne 
donnoit lieu k la rigueur que quand il estoit force, et bien qu'il ayt 
tousjours eu beaucoup d'ennemys, comme il a encore, si n'aToit-ii 
oncques youlu consentir k aucune supercherie pour entreprendre 
sur leurs vies, quoyque bien souvent il en ayt est^ soUicit^ comme 
ledict de Yilleroy affirmoit d'en avoir particuliere cognoissance. Et 
quant k Penlevement de la princesse, il disoit n'y avoir apparenoe 
d'en soub9onner le Boy, taut parce qu'il n'attenta onques rien de 
semblable, comme pour autant que c'eust est^ offenser I'authorite 
de Yostre Alteze et luy donner juste occasion de ressentiment d'une 
violence qui eust est6 faicte en la ville propre de sa residence et a 
sea yeulx, laquelle aussy, k son dire, ne pouvoit aucunement r6ussir, 
non pas de jour, prenant regard aulx circonstances du lieu et du 
pouvoir que Yostre Alteze seule y a, ny pareillement de nuit, puisque 
ledict prince y pouvoit ais^ement pourveoir, en faisant coucher 
ladicte princesse avecq luy. A quoy il adjousta en outre que 
Yostre Alteze avoit d6ja resolu de recevoir ladicte princesse en sa 
cour, ce qu'elle eust pen faire k pen de bruict, sans envoyer a 
Phostel d'Orang^s tant de gens de ses gardes et mettre la ville en 
alarme, comme il disoit avoir eate fait^ jusques k y avoir fait la 
patrouille et tir6 quelque coup d'une piece d'artillerie estant sur le 
rempart, plus ne moins que si la ville eust 6t^ pleine de Fran9ois 
armez, aiusy que Pon y en faisoit courrir le bruit, au lieu que le 
lendemain matin Pon eut honte de n'en avoir peu trouver que diz- 
huit en tout. Lequel varcarme U imputoit principalement aa 
marquis de Spinola, qui avoit voulu &dre de Phomme de guerre, 
disant ledict de Yilleroy ne pouvoir croyre que Yostre Alt^e Peust 
fait de son mouvement ny de Padvis de oeulx de son conseil, pour 
avoir est6 une procMure scandaleuse, tant ii Phonneur dn Boy que de 
ladicte princesse, dont Pon s'eust bien pu abstenir. II me parla 
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oonseqneininent dn secretaire da S' de Bemy, qui, estant venu aPP. 
audict hostel d'Oranges ponr ramener sa maistresse chez elle, fut XIX. 
oiiltrag6 de coups d'esp^e par ledict prince, et east est6 pis traitt^ 
sans Tayde que luy donnerent ancniis bonrgeois de la garde de sa 
cognoissance. Bref, il se plaignit qa'en toute cette action Ton 
avoit par trop second^ les desseins 16gers dudict prince, en donnant 
trop de crdance h ses rapports. 

A tons ces disconrs je respondiz en premier lien d'estre bien aise 
da contentement qa'aroit le Boy de ce que je lay avois diet toncbant 
la retraitte dadict prince bors des Pays-Bas, en laissant la princesse, 
sa femme, en la coar de Yostre Alt^e, et qa'^ mon adyis ce con- 
tentement ne se debvoit ofiosqner de Pombrage de qaelqaes bommes 
de la garde de Yostre Alt^ze envoyez andict hostel d'Oranges ; ven 
que, si les plaintes dadict prince se trouvoient sans fondement, h luy 
en seroit le blasme, Pbonneur du Boy demeurant sans aucun 
esclandre ny interest. Et, au cas qu'il y eust indices et advis suffi- 
sants poor fonder lesdictes plaintes, et que mesmement Ton east 
veu banter et s'assembler audict hostel plusieurs Fran9ois incognuz 
armez de pistoletz, je repr^sentois audict de Yilleroy que les 
dangers imminens avoient besoin de remedes prompts et soubdains, 
et que partant Yostre Alt^ze n'avoit pen s'ezcuser audict cas de la 
diligence dont elle a &it user. Je luy diz avecq ce que Yostre 
Alt^ze ne m'ayoit pas mand6 que le diet prince se fust plaint que 
ron Youloit attentir k sa personne, tellement que de ce cost^-l^ le 
Boy n'avoit subject de s'offenser. Et ledict de Yilleroy r6pliqua 
d'avoir eu advis contraire de Bruzelles, et que mesmement Pon y 
disoit que le S' de Warde, gouvemeur de la Capelle, avoit eu part 
au dessein de cette entrepriuQe, dontilPezcusoit fort soigneusement, 
affirmant qu'il s'estoit rendu 4 BruxeUes pour traitter de quelques 
affaires particuH^res avec le S'' de Barbanson. Je repartiz ne 
vouloir accuser ledict S' de Warde ny autres dudict pr^tendu 
attentat, ny mesme prester I'oreille h beaucoup de discours qui s'en 
font en cette ville, mais que j'esp^rois que, le tout bien et meure- 
ment consider^, le Boy prendroit les actions et o£Eices de Yostre 
Alteze de si bonne i)art, comme elle y avoit proc^d^ & bonne inten- 
tion. A quoy il monstroit de vouloir tenir la main, disant au reste 
que le temps enseignera ce que les Espagnols veuillent &ire dudict 
prince, et que s'ilz Paccueillent et entretiennent, le roy tr&s-chrestien 
sera constraint de pourveoir & ses affaires h quelques pris que ce 
soit, plus tost que de se laisser pr^venir. Puis il me demanda si le 
prince estoit encore a Bruxelles, et, sur ma response que je n'en 
B^avois ricD, il me dit que le Boy son maistre n'en avoit pas aussy 
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APP. de Bonvelles, et que Ton disoit que Vostre Alt^ze fait tenir lea 
^ ^^- ^ passages fermes. De quoy je tasohay de le d^simprimer, oomme 
croyant fermement qu'il n'en est rien. II est grand bruict que le 
roy tres-chrestieii aMendoii Itmdy dernier a/udict S'-Germain les 
Ttouvelles de VexScution et succes dudiet aUentat de VenUvemeni de la 
princesse, resolu de Valler rencon^er cm cos gu^eUe Iv/y eusi este 
cmmenee, et qu^eniendani la fcdlliie U 8*en trouhla fort ; Von m'a 
aussy donnS advis secret qu'un gentUhonvme nomme de S^-George 
estant par dela a eu charge d^attenter a lame du prince^ et que le 
iS^ de Migneul^ gowvemewr de MonstreuUy a dit que ledict de Warde^ 
avecq un nomrni LopeZj lieutenant de le eompagme du ducq de Vendcme^ 
ont este lee principcmlai entrepreneurs de Vetdevement^ et qu^Uz en 
pourroient hien wooir a souffrir s'ilz estoiewt aitrapez avec le capiUune 
des gardes de Vostre Allege^ qu'il disoit y avoir tremp^, le nonmiaiit 
le S'' de Barbizieoz 



The Archduke to Pecquius. 

(imnrrB.) 22 t&ma 1610. 

Cher et fM, yons serez adverty par ceste que ce matin nons sent 
arriv^es toz deux demieres, du xiiij et xviii de oe mois, et sera au 
plus tost respondu aux poinctz d'icelles qui le requerront. Cepen- 
dant nous Q.yons bien touIu signifier que la princesse est entr^ en 
nostre maison lundi, le 14® de ce xnois, ainsi qu'aurez entendu par 
noz demieres, et le prince, son mary, est party d'icy dez avant-hier 
soir ou de nuict busquer ' sa fortune, sans que nous S9achions quelle 
route il aura prins, ce que vous pouvez et debvez dire k oeulx des 
ministres du roy tres-chrestien qu^estimerez convenir. Et parce 
que ses ambassadeurs publient par icy que nous auiions promiz que, 
si la duchesse d'Angonlesme venoit en ceste ville h desseing d*y 
faire quelque s^jour et nous demandoit ladicte princesse pourTavoir 
pres d'elle, nous la luy laissions suyvre, et qu'il y a de rapparence 
qu*i1z doibvent aussi avoir escrit ainsi audict S*" roy, si vous en 
entendez quelque chose, vous debvez en d6sabuser ceux que 
conviendra, et que voire nul des deux ambassadeurs nous en a donne 
mot, ains est la v^rit^ que, k la requisition dudiot prince, nous luy 
avons promis que nous la retiendrions pr^s de nous jusques k cc 
que lay la nous demandera, ou bien jusques k ce que par sentence 
legittimement donn6e il sera dit qu'ilz se pen vent divorcer ; ce 
qu*adjoustons d'aultant que nous entendons qu'elle pretend se 

' From the Spanish buscar, to'scek. 
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s^parer d'avec ledict prince. Et, an dehors de ces denx cas, yons aPF. 
ponvez dire et assenrer par delli que nous ne la laisserons jamais XIX. 
partir d'avecq nous, quand mesme le connestable on ladicte 
duchesse nous en requ^rissent. 

PecquiiM to the Archduke Albert. 

23 f(&Triflr 1610. 

Monseignenr, 
Fort k propos m'a V. A. foit advertir par lettres du secretaire 
Prats da 16 de ce mois des rencontres qni se sont pr^sent^es par 
deli snr le point de loger la prinoesse de Gond6 en la conr ; car, 
comme Ton en disconroit icy diyersement, je diff(§rois d'en parler k 
la dnchesse d'Angonlesme et an connestable de France, en attendant 
d'en estre esclercy par advis assenr^, leqnel arriv^ par lesdictes 
lettres, j'en ay anssytost donn6 part k ladicte dnchesse, Iny certi- 
fiant la bonne inclination de Y. A. et de la s^rSnissime infante 
enyers ladicte princesse, que je disois estre tres-henrense, en son 
malhenr, d'estre tomb^e sonbs la protection de telz princes, qni Iny 
ont desj& fait, et feront encore sk Tadyenir, tonte la £ftyenr qn'elle 
ponrroit desirer. Ladicte dnchesse me respondit qne les nonyelles 
de I'entree de ladicte princesse en la conr de V. A. Iny estoient les 
pins agr^ables qn'elle enst recenes de longtempe, tenant k tres-grand 
honnenr qne Y. A. et la s^r^nissime infante ayoient daign6 de Ty 
receyoir, dont elle disoit lenr ayoir nne infinite d'obhgations, et 
qn'elle yiyroit contente le reste de ses jonrs en la sonyenance de 
cette felicity. Pnis elle se meit k loner hanltement la bont^, et les 
antres yertnz de la fene royne d'Espaigne, £lisabeth, tontes trans- 
mises en la personne de la s^r^ssime in&nte sa fOle, et se ne pent 
saonller de tesmoigner I'aise qn'elle ayoit d'entendre qn'icelle s^r^- 
nissime infante Iny yenlt dn bien. Elle me d6clara anssy d'ayoir en 
lettres de ladicte princesse depnis son entr^ en la conr, par lesqnelles 
et celles de la femme dn sienr de Bemy apparoissoit dn contente- 
ment qne ladicte princesse en a. Ge ne ftit pas tontefbis sans me 
dire donlcement qn'elle ayoit en nn x)en de desplaisir de Talarme 
qni s'estoit donn6 a Bmxelles le jonr de deyant ladicte entree, 
d'antant qn'on jngeoit par delA qn'il n'y en ayoit pas en de snbject, 
ains qne le prince de Cond^ I'ayoit procnre ponr d^shonnorer le roy 
tres-chrestien et la dicte princesse sa femme. Snr qnoy je Ini 
remontray qn'il estoit tont cognn et notoire par deli qne Y. A., 
ayant enyoy^ dn soir qnelqnes hommes de sa garde k Thostel dn 
prince d'Oranges, afin qn'ilz Iny ob^issent en ce qn'il lenr comman- 
deroit poni' preserver son diet hostel et les personnes y log^M de 
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APP. ^^^^ onltrage et violenoe, a voalu favoiiser ladicte princesae, en la 
XIX. garantissant de tons dangers, jnsqnes k ca qu'elle fast menee 
honorablement en sa conr en plein jonr et & la vene d*nn chacnn, 
sans qn'elle ajt est6 sonp^onn^e d'aaoone sinistre intention, et 
moins que Ton ayt pens6 d'envoyer la garde pour s'assenrer de sa 
personne. Ge que je priois ladicte dnchesse de crojre oomme chose 
certaine, et qn'antrement elle n*east est^ re9ene en conr, qnoyqne 
Ton venille ffdre courrir des bmits par de9cl qu'elle j a eaiA men^ 
par nne espece de violence et de prison, ainBi que je disois qne le 
marqnis de Gcdavre et ledict de Bemy Tavoient bien os^ repr^sen- 
ter i V. A. pour la destoomer de sa bonne resolution en cet en- 
droit, mais que leurs allegations avoient est6 si minces et de si pen 
d'apparence qu'il n'y avoit eu ponrquoy s'y arrester. Comme de 
yray ceulx qui jug&nt icy saru passion de ladicte retnonetra^u^ des 
amibassadeurs fram>qois rCy trouvent rien que de la vaniie ei fadaise, 
n'ayant servy qu*d dSmontrer quHlz sont iTiarriz que ladicte princesse 
est en siferme main que celle de F. ^., et que par la tonte esp^rance 
leur est retranch6e de la faire enlever et viener en France, Et 
certes si le roy tres^chrestien a desire que ladicte princesse denieurast 
par dela, ou a Br4da^ je vois hien qu*il rCa pas eu opinion qu^elle fust 
placSe en si hon lieu qu^elle est, Bref, ladicte ducbesse, entendu 
mon discours, se rangea k mon adyis, mesme pour tres-bien s9aToir 
que ladicte princesse a fort desire d^estre en ladicte cour h Fabry de 
tous dangers, tant du oost^ dudict prince que d'ailleurs. £t si 
protesta ladicte ducbesse que, si Von a eu desseing d^enlever ladicte 
princesse de deld^ Von s'est hien ga/rd6 d'en parler wy audid connes' 
table ny a elle, qwi n'y eussent jamais conseniy, Elle me pria en 
apres fort instanmient d'interc^der envers Y. A. pour trois cboses : 
la premiere que ladicte princesse ne retoumast jamais plus vers 
ledict prince, quelque instance qu'il en feist; la seoonde qne le 
ma/rquiz de Spvnola s^a^stinst de visiter et entretenir ladicte princesse, 
comme n*estami hienseant^ tant a cause de propos qu^elle disoit avoir 
estS tenuz par ledict prince touchamt la frSquentatioti dudict marquiz 
que pour aultres respectz; et la troisieme que V. A. accordast k 
ladicte princesse, pour son service et soulagement, sa damoiselle 
nomm^ de Ghasteauverd et une fiUe de chambrenomm6e Pbilippote, 
qui se sont retirees cbez le baron de Havesquerque, parce que ledict 
prince a empescb^ qu'elles n'entrassent a la cour k la suite de leur 
mfldtresse, k dessein de la faire servir par la soeur de Kerreman, 
conseiller du prince d' Oranges, et par autres femmes, a elle incog- 
nues et desagreables. Affirmant que ladicte damoiselle de Gbasteau- 
veiHl et ladicte chambriere sont filles d'bonneur, de fort bonne vie 
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et conduite, nonrrieB au service de ladicte princesse dez son enffance, aPP. 
laquelle h cette occasion les a pie9a prmseB en affection et confidence, XIX. 
et la serviront beauconp mieulx qne ne ponrroient feire ancnnes 
antres. Semblable tesmoignage de bonne nonrritnre, modestie et 
fid^lit^ donna ladicte dnchesse de la damoiselle de Sertant, estant 
entr^ en conr ayecq ladicte princesse, et me pria de tenir la main 
qu'elle j penst demenrer avecq les denx antres. Je respondiz k ces 
trois desmandes qae j'en donnerois ad viz particnlier k Y. A. pour 
en 89avoir son intention, et laissay sur oe ladicte duchesse en plein 
contentement, et de mesme la comtesse d'Anvergne, fille aisn^e 
dudict connestable, qui survint k la compagnie sur le point de mon 
depart, et tesmoigna de se conjonir de tont son coenr avecq ladicte 
princesse sa soeur des honneurs et bienfaits qu'elle re^oit par dela. 
Je veis pen apr^s ledict connestable, et le trouvay si content et 
alaigre de la r^eption de sa fille en la maison propre de Y, A. qn'il 
ne s'en peult rien dire davantage, comme il me le d^clara avecq 
beaucoup de paroles, recognoissant Tobligation que luy et toute sa 
famille en auroient perp^tuele 4 Y. A. et & la s6r6ni8sime infante, 
qui faisoient plus d'honneur k sadicte fille qu'elle ne m6ritoit, et qvs^ 
si lesdicts ambassadeurs s'estoient advarusez de dire qu^elle estoU 
menee comme en prison, U espSroU que V. A, passeroit cesie indis- 
crStionj et se contenteroit d^estre assetirSe que ladicte duchesse, Vwy, 
son frere, et Urns ses vroAjs parens et amvys, Ventretiendroierd auUre- 
mentj et que mesmement ilz se tierment beaucoup plus heureuM que si 
ladicte princesse estoit ramenSe en France ; car encore (feit-il) qu'il 
n'y enst rien de tam,t de choses que Von dit du Boy, si s^y-je hien 
Vestat quHl faniUfavre de la fame et opinion puhlique a V&ndroU de 
persowne de ma qualUS. Et en ce disant il protesta de ms pa/rler 
cler, pa/rce qu^U voyoU quefy procSdois framhement et avecq camdeur, 
me priant d^y conimuer et m'ass&urer qu*il m^ouvroit son coeur, commie 
faisoit aussi la duchesse ; mais il me rafraischit cons^quemment avec 
beaucoup d'ardeur les susdictes trois demandes qu'elle m'avoit 
fiadtes, monstrant d'estre mal imprim6 dudict ma/rquiz Spinola, qu^U 
appeloU a chasque fois le Oenevois, par mamere de desdaing, phis 
(i ce qu'il m'en sembloit) powr le commandem^nt que ledict prince a 
faict a la princesse sa femms de le caresser, que pour aultres conside- 
rations, et disant au reste beauconp de bien desdictes trois femmes, 
qu'il prioit k Y. A. de laisser k sadicte fille, comme k un enffant qui, 
battu de la fortune et esloign^ de son pere et de tons ses parens, 
mettroit en cela une grande partie de sa consolation, ne fiist toute- 
fois qu'il y eust quelque chose k dire sur lesdictes femmes ou 
aucune d'icelles, qu'il ne pensoit nullement; et, s'il en e^tjpit 
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AFP. iiironn6 il tascheroit tout le premier de les faire chastieE seion lean 

^^' . d6m6rites. 

L'nn de ces jours passes, le baron de BanoBoil me vint dire qne le 
roy tres-cli!re8tien lay avott command^ de me &ire 89ayoir qn'il 
esp^roit que je tnase bien aise d'avoir recognu la Tanit6 des ad vis 
donnez h Y. A. toncliant le dessein qae Ton disoit estre dresse 
d'attenter^ la yie dadict prince et d'enlever ladicte princesse sa 
femme, qui n'avoit estS qn'nne invention forg6e par ledict prince, 
aaqnel il s'esmerveilloit qne Y. A. aroit vonln tant pratifier qne d'en 
faire si grand fanfarre, jnsqnes a avoir permis an comte d'AxLover de 
conrrir par la ville accompagn6 de soixante chevanlx on environ, 
criant alarme. Et me convia ledict de BonceuU par amadouemens 
de demander audience (vti roy tres-chresiien a la pr&ndere occasion que 
fen awroie^ m'affirmant qne je lux eerois totujours ofuasi Men venu 
qu^ambassadeuT qui soil en cour, encore qn'a ma demi^re andience i2 
euet wnpeuparU hors des devis en donnani vent a la cholere qui le 
tra/nsporte qnand il parle dn faict dadict prince, ce que je debvai* 
disevmuler pa/r prudence et me r^jouir, voire gloriffier, qne ledici 
sieur roy et see principoMlx ministree advouent maintenant que je ne 
hiy ay rien dU qui ne se veriffie par lee effectz. Je respondiz qne, s'il 
n'estoit rien dndict dessein, j'en estois vrajment bien aise, mais 
qne je s9avois bien cependant qae Y. A. en avoit en des indices 
v^b6mens, qni Tavoient oblige k faire ce qn'elle a fait, sans tontes 
fois qne j*ensse ony parler de ce qu'il me racontoit dndict comte 
d'Anover, mais qne j'estois encore pins aise qne mes propos se 
trouvoient v^ritables, et qn*an demenrant ce me seroit tonsjonrs 
grand bonnenr d*avoir andience dn Boy, qne je ne fanldrois de lay 
faire demander a toates occasions de snbjetz qni le vallnssent, comme 
dn pass^. 



The Archdukes to Fecquius. 
(himutb in ctfheb.) 



I f^Yiier 1610. 



Cher et f^, le contenn de vostre demiere dn xxiiij^ de ce mois 
nons a an long adverty des disoonrs passez entre la dncbesse 
d'Angoulesme, le connestable de France et vons snr ce de Tentree 
de la princesse de Gond6 en nostre maison, et si avons-nons volontiers 
entendn qne I'nn et I'anltre en ait la satisfaction et contentement 
qne nons tesmoingne ladicte vostre. Ladicte princesse monstre 
anssy de Tavoir a tont ce qni se penlt jnger de sa contenance, et 
nons anrons soing, ainsy qne jnsqnes maintenant, de le lay pronver 
anltant qne faire se ponrra, et ponr sa qnalit^ et m^rites, et ponr le 
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respocu desdicts connestable et dnchesse, et, qnant a rallarme dont APP. 
ladicte dnchesse anroit monstr^ quelque resentimeiit, nbns yonlons _^^\ ^ 
croire que vostre repartiepertinente U-dessoB Ten auralaisse appais6e. 
Et respondana anx trois cboses dont elle nous a faict r^qn^rir, 
rep6t6es anssy par ledict connestable, toils Im direz de nostre part 
(en leor donnant oompte de ce que dessus) que, pour aultant que 
conceme la premiere, nous ne Tojons comme nous puissions refuser 
de rendre au prince de Cond6 ladicte prinoesse sa femme, quand il 
la r^p6teroit, mais que les choses ne sont maintenant dispos^es que 
cela doibye arriver dans peu de temps, et que partant il n'y a 
pourquoy ilz s'en mectent maintenant en peine. Et pour la seconder 
qu'ilz peuvent bien estre a repos.que ny le marquiz Spinola niaultre 
quelconqne n'a ny acces ny bantise, ny atilcun moyen d'entretenir 
ladicte princesse, combien que nous tenons ledict marquiz pour tant 
Yertueulx qu'il n'y aura eu que honneur en TentretenaDce et con- 
versation qu'il a eu avecq elle en compagnie des plus notables de 
nostre cour, pendant le s6jour qu'elle a faict en Thostel de Nassau, 
si qu*ilz peuvent bien tenir pour choses controuv6es celles que d'icy 
Ton pealt avoir escript au contraire de cela. Pour la troisieme 
demande, nous sommes bien marriz que n'ayons moyen de leur 
complaire pour I'information qu'avons toute certaine que ladicte 
damoiselle Chasteauverd et la fille de chambre Philippotte ne sont si 
bonorables comme ilz se persuadent, ains est bien av6r6 qu'elles sont 
gagnees de la part du roi tres-chrestien, et tiennent correspondance 
avecq luy, et qu'elles furent de Tintelligence du desseing de I'en- 
levement de ladicte princesse, signamment ladicte de Chasteauverd, 
qui le jour -pr^c^dent, celluy destin6 pour Texploict, avoit envoy6 k 
la maison de Tambassadeur de France ' les habillements d'ioelle 
princesse ; si que non-seulement il n*y a moyen de les rendre k 
ladicte princesse, mais nous desirous que ladicte dnchesse ou con- 
nestable les face rappeler au plus tost en France, demeurant ic^ au 
service de ladicte princesse la damoiselle de Sertaut, qui est icy en 
mesme figure et opinion de modestie et fid61ite en laquelle la tient 
ladicte dnchesse, et si la fera-t-on acoompagner encore de quelques 
aultres damoiselles vertueuses et nobles que Ton va cerchant. 

Pecqums to the Secreta/ry Prasta. 

I*' mars 1610. 

Monsieur, les deux ministres de cette cour, le ehancdier et Is 
Resident Jea/nnmy sont bien de diff^rentes opinions, comme verrez 
par celle qui s*en va k Son Alteze, et la cause de cette diversity est k 
mon advis que le peu de contentement du Roy treS'Chresiien proceds 
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APP. ^ *^ pov/vair encore jouir de see a/mowrs^ ce que le premier desdicfs 
--^^.^'_^ WMiifffo'eff disnnmle et VauUre le hlasme. Je stufl bien desirenx 
d'entendre qael a est^ le depart da marquis de Coduvre, et si nj Iny 
ny le Q^ de Bemy n'axiront fait ancnn remerciement k Son Alteze 
des bons offices par elle rendoz hs aflhire du prince et de la princesse 
de Gond^. Le roy tr^chrestien, apres avoir ony an long le rapport 
dndit marqnis, a ten/u «n conseU cTStai dont le rSsuUat m'est encore 
incogn/u, Bien me dit-on qne le Boy demeure chagrin et mal content 
dudict marquizy aycunt dit au ducq de Vendome que son oncle n^est 
qxCvme hestcy ei si ce que le nonce de Sa Sainctet^ a raccont^ est 
veritable, le Roy a escrit au marquiz mesme qu*U esioit un sof, 
nimimm quia raptus Helence non succeesit Qnelqnes-nns disent icy 
qn'il enst est^ k propos de laisser mener la princesse hors de la yille. 
poBT par apr^ Foster auz entrepreneurs, k leur concision. Mais il 
me sonvient d'nne loy qui diet : * Melius esse in tempore occurrere, 
quam post caussam vulneratam remedium quserere.' Au reste, il 
est certain que ledict 8' roy ne sera jamais a r&pos «'i2 ne voit la damp- 
qui luy fisdt plus de mal que ledict prince, L'on luy apporta les jours 
passez lettres interceptSes du 8^ de Beaumont^filz du premier president 
du parlement de Paris, escriptes audict prince, auquel Von dit quil 
offroit son seroice. H s^est dbsente d*icy, et ledict premier president en 
est en extreme transe. 



Pecquius to the Archduke Albert, 

3 mars 1610. 
Monseigneur, 
Je faz adverty hier matin de par le connestable de France qu'il 
Youloit me venir voir apr^ le diner. Et k Tinstant suryint le baron 
de Bonoeuil, qui me dit d'avoir seen du marquis de Coeuvre qne le 
roy tr^cbrestien luy avoit command^ de se rendre aussy en mon 
logis, avecq ledict connestable et la duchesse d'Angoulesme, pour 
oonf(6rer ensemble de ce qui estoit du prince et de la princesse de 
Cond^. De fait ilz se trouverent tons trois cbez moy, trois beures 
apres midy, et le marquis, commen9ant le propos k la semonce du 
connestable, me dit que, pour donner compte particulier de oe qui 
s'estoit pass6 k Bruxelles durant son ambassade, il jugeoit k propos 
que je sceusse que ledict connestable envoya avec luy audict 
Bruxelles un sien secretaire nomm6 Girart, que le Roy avoit com- 
mand6 k luy marquis de pr&ienter k Yostre Alteze, pour d61ivrer a 
icelle les lettres dudict connestable et de ladicte ducbesse, par 
leBquelles ilz la prioient de ne permettre que ladicte princesse fust 
emmen^e en autres pays estrangers par ledict prince son mary, ains 
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de la refcirer de bonne henre de scs mains, et la tenir par deU sonbz aPP. 
leur protection. De quoy ledict marqais disoit avoir parl6 au baron XIX. 
de Havesqaerqne premier qae de presenter ledict secretaire k Vostre 
Alteze, de penr que, Tenant cette presentation et le subject d*icelle 
k la cognoissance dndict prince, il n'en print occasion de plus 
d'aigreur et mdesse centre ladicte princesse, et d'avoir propose 
audict baron de la mettre aupr5s de la femme du S*" de Bernj. Ce 
que n'ayant leiict baron gouste, ains respondu qu*il Iny sembloit 
pi as expedient de loger la princesse en quelque honnorable monast'ere, 
ue fust que Yostre Alteze et la serenissime infante voulussent la 
recevoir en leur palais, ledict marquiz disoit avoir reparty qu'en 
France c'estoit quelque note d*infamie auz femmos d'estre encloistrees 
arriere de leurs marjs, ot que le logis dudict S"" de Bemy seroit bien 
plus propre a ladicte retraitte. Depuis, estant ledict secretaire pre- 
sente a Vostre Alteze et ayant ledict baron, par charge d'icelle, 
declare audict marquis qu'elle vouloit proteger ladicte princesse et 
poui*veoir qu*aucun tort ne fust faict k sa vie ny a son honneur, 
ledict prince avoit demande k la princesse laquelle chose de deux 
elle aymeroit mieulx, ou de s'en aller avecq luy suyvre sa fortune, 
ou bien d'estre mise aupres de la serenissime infante en son palais. 
A quoy elle avoit respondu qu*il la surprenoit, et que, s'il avoit pens6 
a cette proposition a son loisir, il estoit raisonnable qu*elle eust aussy 
du temps pour songer, et en sfavoir Tadvis de ses parens, ausquelz 
elle estoit contentc d'en escrire au plustost. Mais, au lieu de luy 
accord er ce delay, ledict prince s*en estoit all^ supplier Vostre Alteze 
de la recevoir en sondict palais, disant qu'il s*en iroit en aultre 
pays. Et suyvant ce, avoit ledict baron de Havesquerque tasch6 de 
fairo trouver bonne, taut a ladicte princesse qu'audict marquis, la 
resolution de Vostre Alteze conforme au desir dodict prince. Mais 
ledict marquis avoit tousjours insists au contraire, et quant k ladicte 
princesse, si elle avoit diet de s'y vouloir soubsmettre, 9*avoit este k 
condition de n*estre jamais rendue audict prince. L^-dessus le 
marquis de Spinola s'en estoit venu tout eschaufiTe k I'hostel de 
Kassau, le sabniedy 13 du pass^, donner ad vis audict prince qu'il y 
avoit nombre de Fran9ois tous pre^tz a enlever ladicte princesse, de 
son consentement, et la mener en France, de quoy Vostre Alteze 
advertie tout aussy tost par le diet prince, luy avoit envoy^ sa garde; 
et vint-on dire audict marquis de CoBuvre, a table, qu'il y avoit a 
I'hostel de Nassau trois cens hommes en armcs avecq 60 chevaulx 
quo le prince avoit reproch^ k la princesse qu'elle estoit coulpable 
du dessein dudict enlevement, menace et fait battre le secretaire 
dudict S*" de Berny, et que Ton s'en alloit cewhant les Fran9oi8^ar 
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APP. la yille; qui avoit meu ledict marqais et ledict de Berny de 
^^^' ^ B*addresser k Vostre Alteze pour B9avoir la cause du yacarme ; et 
lenr estant respondn par Vostre Alteze qu'elle estoit inform^e dudict 
dessein, ilz raroient priee d'en faire chastier les entrepreneiirs, si 
ancnns y en aroit, oa de s'en esolaircir, k qnoj elle ayoit repartj qa*il 
n'estoit j& besoin de lenr en donner plos d'esclaircissement. Et le 
lendemain fat ladicte priacesse menee an palais, costoy^e de pres par 
son ennemy Bochefort, mignon dn prince, non sans beanconp de 
oomptes et bruits conrrans par la ville h Tint^rest de sa reputation, 
centre oe que Vostre Alteze ayoit promis de prendre sa yie et son 
honneur soubs sa sauyegarde. De quoy ledict marquis de Ccenyre 
me dit que ladicte princesse ayoit eu beaucoap de regret. Et, pour 
monstrer qu'elle n*ayoit rien moins desir6 que d'estre men^ en cour 
de cette fa9on, il me donna k lire une lettre qu'ello luy avoit eRcrite 
sans date, contenant quelques plaintes en termes g6n6raulx des 
peines, injures et oultrages qu*e11e soustenoit, le priant de Fassister 
qa'elle ne fast mise au palais contre son gr6 et par violence. Laquelle 
lettre ladicte duchesse d'Angoulesme print en mains, comme si 
auparavant elle ne Feast pas veue, et en advoua Fescriture et la 
signature, qae je disois estre fort bien et artistement faites poar uue 
jeune dame. Puis ladicte duchesse et ledict connestable, embouchez 
(comme il fait accroyre) par le Roy et ledict marqais, se plaignirent 
que Fon avoit fait entrer ladicte princesse au palais sur un tel 
yacarme pr6allable que Fon disoit touscber a son honneur. 

Ma response k tout ce disoours fut que ladicte duchesse et ledict 
connestable avoient pen yoir par les effectz le beaucoap de bien que 
Vostre Alteze et la s6r6nissime infante vouloient k ladicte princesse, 
mesmes pour Faffection singuliere et cordiale qu'elles ont h ladicte 
duchesse, et qae par deux fois, en parlant a moy, tant devant 
qu'apres ladicte entree au palais, ilz avoient confess^ de lenr estre 
infiniement redevables des faveurs qae ladicte princesse recevoit 
d*elles. Ce que m'estant par eux advoue, je disois qu'ilz n'auroient 
aucune raison de B*imaginer que Vostre Alteze enst jamais eu 
Fintention de faire on soufiTrir estre faite chose qui eust peu mettre 
Fhonneur de ladicte princesse en danger, la conservation dnquel elle 
avoit au contraire en tres-grande recommandation, et se fust aussy 
bien gard6 avecq la 86r6nissime infante de donner place h ladicte 
princesse en lenr maison propre, s'ilz eussent seulement doubts qu*il 
y east tant fust peu a redire en son fait ; le lustre de ladicte maison 
estoit tel et si rev^rable que la seule reception en icelle empesche et 
purge tout Boub^on sinistre de ceulx et celles qui ont Fbonneur d'y 
entrer. Je leur remontray consequemment qu'ilz m'avoient . fort 
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insfcamment reqais de prior Yostre Alteze de leor part poor ladicte aPP. 
reception, et qa'apres en avoir entendu leg nouvelles, ilz m'avoient XIX. 
tesmoign^ d'en estre tres-joyeux, avecq beaucoap de remerciemens 
da bienfait signal^ dont il avoit plen k Yostre Alteze les gratifier en 
cest endroit, ce qa*ilz ne debvoient avoir fait B*ilz pensoient que ce 
fast aax despens de la bonne renommee de ladicte princesse. De 
sorte qne je ne ponvois comprendre de qnoy ilz vonloient mainte- 
nant tirer subject de plainte, ou d'aucun deschot de leur premier 
content'ement ; car quant h ce que ledict marquis de Cceuvre avoit 
racont^, que par ledict vacarme fait k Thostel de Nassau et par 
toute la ville de Bruxelles ladicte princesse auroit este diffamee 
d*avoir complott6 sondict enlevement, je disois que Yostre Alteze 
avoit envoy6 gens de sa garde au prince d'Oranges, afin qu'il s*en 
servist comme il trouveroit estre besoin, pour preserver sa maison 
de violence, sans luy avoir dit, ny fait dire, ny k autres, que ladicto 
princesse eust aucun mauvais dessein, ce que je ne croyois aussy que 
ledict marquis de Coeuvre eust ouy de Yostre Alteze, de la serenis- 
sime infante, ny d'aucun de leurs ministres ou officiers ; et d'autant 
moins que je n'avois entendu que ledict prince eust rapport^ rien de 
tel k Yostre Alteze, ains seulement qu'il y en avoit des Fran9ois qui 
vonloient enlever ladicte princesse, sa femme, par force. En somme 
je maintenois fort et ferme qne tout ce que Yostre Alteze avoit 
fait en ce n^goce avoit este pour favoriser ladicte princesse et les 
siens, et que Ton auroit tort de le destoumer k interpretation 
contraire. Consid6r6 mesmes que Tinnocence de ladicte princesse 
est notoire en ladicte ville de Bruxelles et ailleurs, et que Ton S9ait 
aassy tout commandment qu*elle n'a pas est6 conduicte en cour 
pour crainte que Ton eust qu'elle feist un faux bond k son debvoir, 
mais bien de son bon gr6 et selon son desir, pour crainte qu*il ne 
luy m^sadvinst, fust par maniere dudict enlevement, ou par mauvais 
traittement dudict prince son mary. 

Ledict marquis de Cceuvre r^pliqaa qu'il y a bruict en ceste cour 
et par toute la Prance que ledict prince et le marquis de Spinola 
out adverty Yostre Alteze que Ton vouloit enlever ladicte princesse 
par complot secret fait avecq elle, et qu'il n'y a point aussy d'appa- 
rence qu'ilz en eussent parle autrement, a 89avoir que Ton dessei- 
gnast d'attenter ledict enlevement malgre ladicte princesse, pour 
estre trop certain que c'eust este une entreprinse du tout t^m^raire, 
et qui n'eust pen aacunement r^ussir, usant ledict marquis de ces 
termes : cela seroit bon k dire k des enfans, et non k des personnes 
de bon jugement. Pais, prenant un plus hault ton, il me dit qne 
Yostre Alteze avoit est6 plus fistcile a adjouster foy audict priy 
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^^P. qii'il ii'en estoit besoin, et que tout oe que j'alleguois tendoit blen 
XIX. ^ oouvrir et sauver Thonneur de ladicte princesso, maia qu'il falloit 
adviser qu'en ce disaut je ne tombasso en aultro inconvenient, de 
rejecter la pr^tendue coulpe sur personne plus grande. Je respondiz 
que je ne rejectois la coulpe sur personne, et que je parlois en sorte 
que je n*en debvois craindre aucun inconvenient, voire que je main- 
tiendrois toujours franchement devant un cbacun que Vostre Alteze 
n'a rien fait au regard dudict prince ny de ladicte princesse qu'elle 
ne deust faire. Et, sur la replique dudict marquis qu*il y alloit de 
Thonneur du roy tres-chrestien, je dis que je ne maintenois pas ny 
ne voulois maintenir que le Roy eust donne cbarge d'enlever ladicte 
princesse, mais que Vostre Alfceze, advertie qu'on la vouloit enlever, 
a est^ justement meue d*y pourveoir. Le marquis persistant en son 
dire, imputa la cause dudict accident en partie a nn advis qn'il 
disoit avoir est^ donn^ mal a propos par don Innigo de Cardenas, 
mais principalement aux rapports, pratiques et instigation dudict 
marquis de Sprnola, s'entendant fort estroitement avecq ledict 
prince, auquel il avoit donn6 de Targent, et offert le cbasteau 
d* Anvers ou de Gand pour sa retraite, y consentist Vostre Alteze au 
point, et estant mal satisfait au reste de ladicte princesse, pour le 
pen de favour qu'elle luy a manstr6, mesprisant ses courtoisies et les 
offres de ses services, dont, au dire dudict marquis de Coeuvre, il a 
este fort liberal et libre en vers ladicte princesse, jusques a luy avoir 
diet qu*il s9auroit bien la servir et s*en taire, et tascher de gaigner 
la damoiselle de ladicte princesse nommee du Cbasteauverd, afin 
qu'elle le favorisast en ses amours, luy ay ant, h ces fins, premiere- 
ment offert sa bourse, et par apres dix mille escuz d'or, lesquellcs 
offres estant par clle refus^es, ledit marquis e'en seroit despite et 
auroit est6 cause qu'elle a est^ retiree de ladicte princesse, com me si 
elle eust tremp6 au dessein de son enlevement. Sur quoy le con- 
nestable prend aussy occasion de descharger son coBur avec cole re 
centre ledict marquis de Spinola, qu'il appeloit marcbant, et mons- 
troit par ces propos et gestes de 1' avoir en grande hayne, comme 
faisoit aussy ladicte ducbesse, quelque peine que je rendisse a leur 
donner meilleure impression de luy, afiirraant qu'il a toujours eu 
reputation de seigneur fort sage et forfc advis^% sans que je I'eusse 
jamais ouy noter d'aucunes folies d'amour. 

De la Ton meit sur le tapis si ladicte princesse debvroit tous- 
jours demeurer au palais de Vostre Alteze, ou ledict marquis de 
Coeuvre disoit qu'elle estoit comme en prison, et au surplus logee 
pen convenablement a sa qualite de premiere princesse du sang de 
France, luy ayant prcmieremcnt est 6 donn^e la ctambre de Ma- 
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damoiselle d'Espinaj, et depnis une autre k galetas, au plas hanlt aPP. 
estage, en compagnie d'tme senle de ses femmes, qui ne Pa pas XIX. 
servie longtemps, les deux autres luy estaus ost^es, k s^avoir 
ladicte du Chastcauverd et la chambriere, avecq lesquelles elle avoit 
le plu3 de privaut6, et qui luy reudoient le service le plus n^cessairc. 
De quoy ledict connestab^e et ladicte duchesse feirent aussy de 
grandes doleances, et de ce qu'on aToit voulu donner k ladicte 
piiucesse des damoiselles k elle incognues, de Malines, et mesmes 
une niepce de Kerreman, qu'ils qualifioient Espagnol et grand 
favori dudict marquis de Spinola, comme Msoit de mesme ledict 
marquis de Coeuvre. Hz me proposerent ensuyte de tenir la main 
que Vostre Alt^ze eust pour aggreable de renvoyer ladicte princesse 
audict connestable son pere, ou k la dicte dachesse, qui Pen sup- 
plieroit, et la s^r^nissime infante, par leurs lettres. Et, apres que 
j'eu respondu que Vostre Alteze ne la pouvoit rendre k autre 
qu'audict prince ou celuy qu*il d^nommeroit, pour Pavoir receue en 
son palais k cette condition, que je trouyois fort juste et raisonnable, 
ledict marquis de Coeuvre repartit que Vostre Alteze et la s^r6nis- 
sime infante avoient parl6 de la rendre a ladicte duchesse, si elle 
les en venoit requ^rir. Je demanday si Vostre Alteze ou la 86r6nis- 
sime infauto luy en avoient fait promesse, ce qu'il n'osa pas afi&rmer, 
ains seulement que la ser^nissime infante, suppli^e par ladicte 
princesse de ne la jamais remettre au pouvoir de son mary, ains 
plustost de son pSre, ou de ladicte duchesse, avoit respondu qu'elle 
la rendroit plustost k ladicte duchesse qu'a nul autre. Bien me dit- 
il que ledict baron de Havesquerque luy avoit declar^ que Vostre 
Alt^ze ne se hasteroit pas k recevoir ladicte princesse en son palais, 
mais qu'apr^s Py avoir receue elle ne la rendroit pas audict prince. 
Je respondiz k cela de n*en avoir rien entendu, mais bien S9avoir 
que Vostre Alteze avoit engage sa parole de ne rendre ladicte 
princesse sans le consentement dndict prince, ne fust en cas de 
divorce. Et sur ce lesdits connestable et duchesse se prinrent k 
all^guer et ezag^rer plusieurs causes pour lesquelles ledict divorce 
se debvoit faire, du moins la separation du lict, dont ilz disoient 
croyre que je sceusse une bonne partie, comme entre autres par- 
ticularitez que ledict prince avoit menace ladicte princesse de la 
jecter hors de la fenestre si elle ne caressoit ledict marquis de Spi- 
nola, qu^il avoit dit heaucoujp de villenies c^mtrouvees d*elle au 8^ de 
Malemhais, et des ekosea que Vcni ne diroit pas d^une garce, . . . 
Ausquelz propos je respondiz que, s'ilz pensoient avoir causes 
legitimes pour fonder le divorce ou la s^paraiion du lict, Vostre 
Alteze ne les en empeschcroit pas, et moins Pexecution ^^f^^p^Qlp 
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APP. sentence qui s'y pomroit rendre k lenr advantage. Tiz repliqnerent 
^IX. qxiQ le proces ne se pourroit faire aillears qu'en France, et qn'a ces 
fins il fanldroit que ladicte princesse y fust renvoj^e. De laqnelle 
matiere je diz n'avoir charge de traitter plus avant que je n'avois 
ja declare, mais qu'^ mon adyis le proces se pourroit aussj bien 
demener k Bruzelles ou ailleurs que par de9a, par-devant un jnge 
qu'il plairoit k Sa Saintet^ de del^guer, n'estant sa jurisdiction 
restreinte k aucun lieu, et comme ils persistoient au coi^traire, avec 
tant de chaleur que je vojois bien que c*estoit pour cela princi- 
palement qu'ilz m'estoient venuz trouver ainsj tous ensemble, 
avan^ans cette raison parmi les auUres qu'a leur advis et d'aoltres 
qu*ilz en avoient ouy parler, dez que la femme demande le divorce, 
elle doibt estre exempte de Tauthorit^ et pouvoir de son mary par 
nianiere de provision, je ne vouluz plus contester sur cet article, 
disant que j'en escrirois un mot a Vostre Alteze k la premiere 
commodity, et qu'au demeurant ilz se pouvoient tenir asseurez quo 
ladicte princesse avoic receu jusques k present au palais, et reoep- 
vroit encores tant qu*elle y seroit, tout le bon traittement qu*elle 
pourroit desirer, avecq la liberty convenable, sans que je me pensse 
persuader qn'elle eust de quoy se plaindre de son quartier, mais que 
Ton debvoit considerer qu*es palais des grands princes il y a le plus 
souvent bien pen de place pour aocommoder ceulx que Ton y loge 
par.dessus la famille ordinaire, et que roesmes I'exp^rience le mon- 
stroit au Louvre, en cette ville qui est la demeure du Boy. Je diz 
en outre audict connestable et a ladicte duchesse que Vostre Alteze 
ne m'avoit pas encore respondu sur le poinct desdictes deux femmes 
do ladicte princesse retirees chez ledict baron de Havesqnerque, 
mais qu'en ayant nouvelles je leur en donnerois incontinent part. 
Ilz m'en prierent fort instamment, comme si c*eust est6 choee de 
fort grande importance, disons se confier que Yostre Alteze aui« 
commiseration de ladicte jeune princesse en ce regard, ainsy qu'a la 
verity il semble qu'elle m6rite cette gr&ce, si tant est qu'il n'y ayt 
cause plegnante et certaine pour laquelle lesdictes femmes seroient 
indignes de Thonneur de son service. Finalement ledict con- 
nestable, apvtis m'avoir recommand6 k part le fait et la consolation 
de ladicte princesse, et recognu qu'il se tenoit oblig6 & Yostre 
Alteze, et & la ser^nissime infante pour tousiours, comme estoient 
aussy tous les siens, des favours qu'elles d^partent si largement a 
ladicte princesse, me dit qu'il vouloit s^rieusement penser audict 
divorce, avecq bon conseil, et d'aultant plus qu'il avoit ferme 
creance pour plusieurs respectz que sa dicte fille n'a pas encore este 
toucb6e par ledict prince. Bref quelque demonstration que ledict 
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connestable et ladicte duchesse ayent &it de n'avoir entier coniente- APR 
ment de la forme de la procedure dont Ton a ns^ en ces affaires ,^- 

par dela si pais-je certifier Vostre AJtesse que 9'a est^ plus ponr la 
presence dadict marquis qu'antrement, et qu'en leurs dmes ilz sont 
fort satisfaicts jusques ores, comme ilz doibvent. 



Peequvus to the Archduke Albert, 

10 mars 1610. 
Monseigneur, 
Plusieurs advis et rapports conformes renans de bons lieuz 
rendent indubitable ce que j*ay escrit k Vostre Alteze par aucunes 
de mes pr^cedentes, que le roy tres-cbrestien appreste en dilligence 
ses troupes k pied et k cbeval pour aller (comme Ton publie) an 
secours des princes de Brandenbourg et de Neubourg, jusques au 
nombre de dix-buit mille bommes de pied, que Fran9ois que Suysses, 
et trois mille cbevaux, qui auront leur rendez-yous, k ce qu'il semble, 
a Montcomet, frontiere de Cbampaigne. Je ne suis pas encore 
bien inform^ qui sera le geniral de cette arm6e, mais Ton tient pour 
certain que le ducq d'Espernon, comme colonnel g6n^ral de Pin- 
fanterie fran9oise, le ducq de Koban, cbef des six mille Suysses qui 
doibyent marcber de bref yers S^- Jeban de Laune, en Bourgogne, le 
due de Neyers, general de la cayallerie, le ducq de Sully, g^n^ral 
de I'artillerie, et les mareschaulx de Bouillon et de Layerdin s'y 
tronyeront, yoire mesme il se croit que le roy tr^s-cbrestien se rendra 
en personne h Ob^lon, en Cbampaigne, oil il a fait mener d'icy 
yingt et une pieces d'artillerie, yingt mille bouletz et grande 
quantity de pouldre. Quelquesuns parlent de plus grand nombre 
de gens, mais ce que j'en escris me semble le plus asseur^, et, si les 
ordres et commandemens du B>oy tiennent et sont bien ex6cutez, 
cette armee debyra estre preste pour le 15 du mois procbain. 
Quant au cbemin qu'elle prendra pour entrer au pays de Juilliers, 
Pon en discourt ici diyersement, les uns disans que ce sera par 
Lorraine, et les autres par yostre pays de Luxembourg, par lequel 
le Roy demanderoit passage a Vostre Alteze, et, au cas de refus, le 
prendroit par force ; il y a bien plus, que, selon les adyis que j'ay 
receuz depuis quelques jours en 9a, le dessein dn roy tres-cbrestien 
est de faire une inyasion hostile au pays de Vostre Alteze, et d'y 
snrprendre quelques places sur la frontiere s*il peult , comme estant 
resolu de rompre ayecq Sa Majesty et Vostre Alteze pour le fait du 
prince de Cond^, qui s'est embarqu6 secr^tement (k ce que Pon dit 
icy) au port de Dunkerque, et doibt desj^ estre arriy6 en Espaigne. 
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-A PP. Les discoDrs da chancelier, du president Jeannin et da sienr de 
- . V - Villeroj me font croyre que, si le Roy a tel dessein, c'est la passion 
du desdaing et du despit quHl a de la retraite dudict prince avecq la 
prvncesse^ sa femme, qui Vy aura porte, se remarquant en luy vne 
picqueure si vehSmente depuia lafaulte de Ventreprinse de Bitixelles 
que ceulx qui ont accoustum6 de lui comer la guerre aux oreilles 
n'ont peult-estre & ce coup rencontr6 guerres d'obstacle en ses 
huroeurs a . Vj disposer, qui seroit an grand regret de plnsienrs 
aultres mienlx advisez et plus clervoyans, ne se pouvant augurer 
rien de bon d'une guerre que Von vouldroit faire maisire de telle 
cause; car en tant que toucbe le ressentiment le roy de France 
manstre d' avoir du Urrt qxCauroit estSfaict a sa reputatuni par Valamie 
qui se donna a Bruxelles a V hostel d^OrengeSj Von n^en parle id que 
comme d'un masque, le desseing de ladicte entreprinse estant tcnu pour 
certain^ auquel quelquea-uns me veuillent asseurer qae le S^ de 
Freaulx et la femme du 8^ de Bemy ont eu leur bonne part, et que le 
&'*■ de Warde a este encharge de mener ludicte princesse a la Capellc, 
si on la pouvoit enlever de Bruxelles, J'ay aussy veu une lettre 
dudict S' de Bemy, escrite a une sien amy par de^d, par laquelle il 
donne assez k entendre la verite dudict desseing, lien qu'il pri teste de 
n*y avoir trempe, faisant ladicte lettre mention d\in Francis nomme 
de Montcheaux, qui auroit este de la meiiSe, estant presentenieni a 
Bruxelles fort chSry du comte de Btisquoy, duquel Montcheaux m^a 
aussy parU la Rocqidniere, Frame's cognu a Vostre Alteze, dis&ni 
qu'icelluy Montcheaux a- este hanny de France a cause de quelques ho- 
micides, mais que le S^ de Traigny, gouvemeur ds la ville d' Amiens^ 
a persuade au roy de France de Venvoyer a Bruxelles pour ledict des- 
seing, et que c'est un meschant homme dont Von se doibt hien donner 
garde, . . . 

Pecquius to the Secretary Praets. 

16 mars 1610. 

Monsieur, le temps est venu, ce me semble, que nous pensions a 
nous et nous tcnions bien sur noz gardes pour les causes contenues 
en celles que j'escris au maistre. Mais, en cas de rupture, je ne 
voy pas que nous puissions iviter un chocq bien rude d^abordie, et pour 
ceste a/nnee prSsente, meiitendum est, inq^uim, ne sentiannis aculetim 
Gallomm, quo amisso, statim torpent; sed spectare convenit ad con- 
silium Scipionis, ut bellum in Africam transferatur. Et je diray 
francbement que j*ay borreur de penser k cette guerre pour les 
maulx infiniz qu'elleversera a pleins vaisseaux sur toute la cbre8tient6, 
et non pas que nous ayons bcaucoup k craindre les forces fran^oiEep, 
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pour plusicurs considerations qui ne se peuvent fier au papier, apP. 
mesmes au regard des divisions que nous pouvons meftre en la Fi'ance^ XIX. 
eb des entreprinses fort importantes dont Von iiotm offre les moijens, 
comnie entre aultres siir les villes de Marseille ef de Lion, . . . 

La Eocquimere me raconte que led/ct S' roy a dit au comte de 
Bruay que, si le eonnestable de France d&mandoit sa fille a Son 
Alteze, et qu'elle luy fust refusee, il assisieroit ledlct eonnestable de 
BBS forces pour la reprendre, Cela s'accorde assez au propos que m'a 
tenu la duchesse de Longueville ; mais je ne s^ay que penser com- 
ment ledict cmnte de Bruay se rend si familier audict Bocquiniere, 
jusqnes h Pavoir mene avecq lay audict Fontainebleau, puisques luy- 
mesme m*a confess^ de le tenir pour suspect, ay ant six cevs escus de 
pension dvAict 5*" ro'y, qui iie se d&iment qu'a bonnes enseignes. Jo 
seray bien aise d*entendre plus particulierement en quelle reputa- 
tion Icdici de Eocquiniere est par deld. « . . 

The Connetahle of France to tJie ArcJiduJce Albert, 

18 mars 1610. 
S^r^nissime prince, 

Je remercye tres-humblement Vostre Altesse de Phonneur, faveur 
ct support qu'elle a depparty a Madame la piincesse de Cond^, ma 
fille, et me sens tellement son redevable que je recercberay par tons 
moyens de rendre tres-bumble service k Vostre Altesse, laquelle 
sera asseur^e de mon ob^yssance h, tous ses bons commandemens, et 
que je ne desire rien tant que de faire cbose qui luy soit agr^able. 
Et, d'aultant que Vostre Altesse n'ignore point le pen ou point 
d'amour que Monsieur le prince de Cond6 porte h madicte fille, 
quell es sont ses moBurs et ses depportemens en vers elle, la sev^rit6 
qu*injustement il luy tient, que sa passion a est^ si grande qu'il n'a 
poinct eu de respect a son honneur, qu'enfin on peult bien souhaitter, 
mais non pas se promettre, qu'il change, je supplie tres-humblement 
Vostre Altesse de permettre a madicte fille qu'elle vienne me trouver 
pour consoler ma vieillesse, mesmes pour assister au couronnement 
de la Boyne, auquel sont obligez d'assister tous les princes et prin- 
cesses, seigneurs et officiers de ceste couronne, pour y servir Sa 
Majesty, laquelle sera tres-ayse de veoir madicte fille, a cause qu'elle 
tiendra le premier rang en ceste action, qui sera fort c^lebre. Je 
croys que Vostre Altesse aura esgard a ma juste supplication et 
qu'elle m'octroyera la grkce que je lui demande. Ayant command^ 
a Girard, mon secretaire, porteur de la pr^sente, de representor h 
Vostre Altesse, si elle a agreablo de luy donner audience, le surplus 
de mon intention. . . . r^^^r^T/^ 
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The Archdukes to Pecquiua, 

(mihtttb.) 19 man 1610. 

ic?v Cher et f^al, par votre demiere da xv« de ce mois avons-nons 

— r— ^ an long entendn ce qne jnsqnes lors estoit venn a vostre cognoissance 
do rappareil qni se fslct en France et des desseingz da roy tres- 
chresiien, et nona attendrons qne nons teniez advertiz d'nne entre- 
saite, et avecq partionlaritez de toat ce qa'entendrez nlt^riearement 
de Ton et de Fantre, mesmes par des coorriers expres, qaand Fimpor- 
tance de caa le reqaerra, afin qae de bonne henre nons paissions 
poorveoir k ce que, ponr et selon les occorrences des affaires, nons 
tronverons oonvenir, et poar pr^venir incony^niens et sarprinses. 
Nous avons volontiers entendu ce que nous escripyez du contente- 
ment qu*ont le con nestable de France et la duchesse d'Angonlesme 
(«l ce qu'avez pa tirer de leurs propres propos) de I'accoBil et traicte- 
ment qui se fioiict icy a la princesse de Cond6 ; car, puisque Ton rend 
peine de luj faire le meilleur que Ton peult, il va bien qu'il soit 
recognen. McUs^ quant a la venue de Iodide dttchesse pour demander 
et emmener ladicte princesse^ nostre intentiofi est queprocuriez de Ven 
dlvertir, parce qu'eUe seroit peine perdue, ainsi que nous avons mande 
parune nostre du xxij* du mots passS, comme serai t aussi d* envoy er par 
dcfd deiw damoiselles en la place de Chasteauverd et la Philippote, 
d'aultant qu'en nostre palais ne s'admectent que des filles de chambre 
qui se cercbent et se trouveront k la satisfaction d'icelle princesse ; 
par dessus Vapparence qu*il y a que celles que Van vouldra envoyer se 
lairroient icy facUement suborner et corrompre, si elles ne Vestment 
desjdy a Vinsceu et contre V intention desdicts connestahle et duchesse, 
avant partir de France. Par quoy sei'a hien qu* avecq terms courtois 
vous procuriez que Veiivoy desdictes damoiselles soit excusi, car elles ne 
seroient receues, et de taaU moins que depute nagu^res Von a intercepts 
une lettre de plusieurs que doibt avoir escript la Chasteauverd a ladicte 
princesse, par laqv^lle elU Vinstruict d*escripre audict S^ roy qu'il 
fault qu'il treuve nwyen de Venlever d'icy, et quHl rCy a avXtre remede 
plus propre, ny pour luy ny pour elle, pour sortir d'icy, et qu'il y 
a de Vapparence qu'eUe aura escript d'aultres semhUbbles leitres a la 
mesme princesse, et elle audict roy. Ce que vous debvez discrete- 
ment suggerer ausdicts connestable et duchesse, k ce qu*ilz soient 
informez des causes qu'il y a de soigner ot veiller (comme Ton faict) 
pour leur fille. Et, parce qu'eUe souptpnne que Von luy reiient quelques 
lettres dHcelle duchesse, vousferez dehvoir d'en sQavoir comhien eUe luy 
en a escript depnis qu'eUe est venue a/u palais, ou a la Sertautt, avecq 
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designation dee dates, afin qu'elle puisse s^voir si et queUes luy man' APP. 
quent. Nous vous resonvenons derechef rezp^tion du feict de la ._ ^ ' 
neutrality et deputation des commissaires ponr la conference sor les 
differens de limites en nostre comt6 de Bourgoigne et pays de Lnxem- 
boarg. 

Tecquius to the Archduke Albert, 

19 man 1610. 
Monseigncur, 

Par confrontation de divers advertissemens qne j'ay recneilly de 
personnes oonfidentes pour m'informer du nombre de gens dont le 
roj ti-es-chrestien veult dresser son armee qui doibt marcher vers 
nos lisieres, j'en ay mis par escrit le discours ci-joint. Moyennanfc 
lequel j'esp^re avoir satisfaict pour le present au commandcment 
qu*il a pleu k Vostre Alteze me faire un ccst endroit par ses lettrea 
du 15 du courant, receues avant-hier. Et je ne manqueray de 
prendre encore laugue de jour en jour sur ce qui se passera au 
dressement de ladicte armee, laquelle de v^rite ne me semble pas 
sculement nous obligor k nous tenir en garde, mais aussy i, nous 
pourveoir en diligence d'accroissement de noz forces ; et, d'autant 
plus que j'ay apprins que Is gouvemeur de Bovryogne, grand favorit 
du roy de France, je dis son grand escuyer, qui a bonne part au secret 
de ses desseings, a dit a un personnage d^authorite, U n^y a que 
trois jours, qu'il y aura de la guerre entre Espagne et la France. 

Les discours que le Boy tint au nonce de Sa Sainctete, en son 
audience d*avant-liier, foi*tifient aussy de beaucoup I'apparence de 
cette Y^rit^ : car il est ainsy que, luy ayant le nonce pr^sent^ un 
brevet de Sa Sainctete, pour Texborter k procurer quelque bon 
accommodement des afiaires d'Allemagne, veu mesmes qu'il y alloit 
de la religion, il respondit que ce n*estoit pas une affaire de religion, 
puisque TEmpereur d6claroit vouloir rendre justice & chacun des 
pr^tend&ns k la succession du feu ducq de Cleves, pour la faire 
adjuger k celuy qui seroit trouv6 y avoir le plus de droit, sans faire 
distinction des religions, mais qu'il s'y traittoit seulement de 
rint^rSt particulier de la maison d'Austriche, par menses et as- 
sistence de Sa Majesty catholique, dont il estoit suffisamment 
adverty, quoyque Ton tasch&t d'y apporter de la couverture et du 
desguisement; bref qu'il s 'estoit r6solu d'assister ses amys, comme 
il debvoit faire ; qu'il estoit j^tard de parler d'accommodement; que 
les diff(Srens ne se pouvoient desmesler que par I'esp^e, et qu'il avoit 
bientost son arm^e preste, en laquelle il se trouveroit en personne, 
et s'en iroit droit k Juilliers. Le nonce dit, selon la requeste que je 
lui en a/vois faiete devant qu'il 8* en allaat a V audience, 
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APP. aventure le chemin de Varmee seroit jplus court a s^voir vers les Pays- 
' . Bos, comme il j en ayoit grand bniit, et snr la response froide du 
Roy que c'estoient des disconrs, comme le nonce eut diet qu'il 
demanderoit passage k Vostre Alteze par son pays de Lnxembourg, 
et k son refiis le prendroit par force, ct mesmement qu*il avoii VwU 
8ur Thionville, le Roy r^pliqua qu'il n'avoit que faire de passer sur 
le pays de Vostre Alteze que bien pen sur quelques recoins, et qu'il 
ne luy demanderoit point de passage. Et quant d Thionville, apres 
avoir demand^ au nonce si Ton en parloit, qui respondit qu'oay, il 
repr^senta Tiraportance de ladicte ville, et qu'il y auroit bien a 
faire k la prendre. De 1^ il se meit sur des plaintes de Sa Majesty 
catholique, disant avoir remarqu6 dez longtemps, et de remarquer 
encore de plus en plus, la mauvaise volonte qu'elle luy porte, et 
dont rendoit preuve certaine la response rude et altiere donnce 
puis naguierres par le due de Lerma k son ambassadeur, sur la 
proposition par luy faite que sadicte Majesty ne retinst pas le prince 
de Gonde, a S9avoir que de tons temps les roys d^Espagne avoieiU 
accottstume de recepvoir et proteger les opprimez, que Sa Majeste 
continueroit ceste louahle coustinne envers ledict prince, et dofit eUe 
avoit tant plus d'occasion que ledict S*" roy avoit tousjours receu et 
eiitretenu, comme il faisoit encore, les rehelles fuglUfz d^Espagne, et 
qu^ouUre ce il avoit foviente et maintenu tant d^aniyees la guerre 
d^HoUande, et use d'une telle fa<;on de procSder envers don Pedro de 
Toledo, marqtiiz de Villafranca, lors de son amhassade 'par det^, que 
sadicte Majeste, ouye sa relation, avoit d^termin^e de ne jamais plus 
panscr a traicter de temhlahle matiere, Le nonce repartit d'estre 
marri de la rudesse et asprete de la response dudict ducq de Lerma, 
dont, k son advis, il eust bien pen s*excuser, mais que possible il 
s'estoit resouveru des propros brusques tenuz k moy et autres par 
ledict S'' roy touchant les affaires dudict prince et de la pnncesse 
sa femme. Puis, sur la remonstrance du nonce qu'il debvoit du 
moins avoir tout contentement de Yostre Alteze, qui n'avoit obmis 
aucun bon office envers luy esdictea affaires, il respondict avecq 
alt6ration que Vostre Alteze V avoit tres-7naltraict6 en touchant hien 
avant a son honneur, comme eUe faisoit encores, mesmes en retenant 
ladicte princesse prisonniere en son palais, et privee du service de ses 
deux femmes qu*on lui avoit oste, Sur quoy ayant le nonce r^pliquo 
que le palais de Yostre Alteze n'estoit pas une prison, ny ladicte 
princesse k tenir pour prisonniere, puisqu'elle y estoit de sou gre et 
de ses parens, et se tenoit bonoree et obligee des bons traictemens 
qu'elle y re9oit, le Roy dit brusqnement qu'il estoit mal informe, 
d'autant quo ladicte princesse protesto d'estre tcnue par force audict 
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palais, et qu'elle j est mal fcraifcfc^e. Le nonce remon^fcra au Roy que aPP. 
luy-mesme avoit desir^ que ladicte princesse fast retenue a Brnxelles XIX. 
an deffauU de la reconoiliation dudicfc prince son mary, ce que le Boy 
voulut denier, et, sur la re^lique du nonce qa^ilme V avoit ainsi declare, 
le Roy J divertissant ce jpropoa, dit qu'Ufalloit que Vostre Alteze retidist 
ladicte pnncesse au connestahle son pere, ce que le nonce maintenoifc 
ne se pouvoir faire sans le consentement dndict prince, pour estre 
ladicte princesse soubmise k son pouvoir, et que mesme ledict 
connestable son pere a fait instance qu'elle fust receue audict palais, 
et a du contentement qu*elle y est. Le Roy, aprcs avoir diet que 
ladicte princesse a souffert tant de mauvais traittomens de son mary 
qu'il ne peult plus dire qu'elle soit soubs sa puissance, et que ledict 
connestable ne nous diet pas tout ce qu'il pense, ains se lamente fort 
de la detention de sadicte fille, demanda au nonce qui debvoit estre 
le jnge de la matiere de divorce, et si Ton en debvoit cognoistre en 
Flandres. Puis, entendue la response du nonce que ce debvroit estre 
Peglise qui estoit en Flandres et partout, le Roy dit que le connestahle 
demanderoit sadicte fille a Vostre Alteze et qu'il Vassisteroit afin qu'elle 
luifust vendue, Et la-dessus, se reprennant, il dit que c'estoit assez 
parle de ladicte princesse, attondu que ce n*ostoit pas en cela que 
gisoit la principale difficulte, ains en la retraite dudict prince en 
Espaigne, duquel les Espagnolz se serviroient demain pour demain 
a brouiller, s'ilz pouvoient, la France, et faire une pauvre vefve de 
la Royne et un paulvre Daulphin. Le nonce respondit d'avoir 
Bouvent ouy de don Innigo de Cardenas et de moy que jamais Sa 
Majeste catholicque n'ayderoit le prince de Conde k debattre la 
couronne au Daulphin, et le Roy repartit que les Espagnolz ont 
honte de le confesser, mais qu'ilz ne seront pas honteux de le faire. 
Et voyla le recit particulier des discours passez entre eulx, 
desquelz, joints a autres propos dudict S*" roy, residte sans doutte une 
vehemente conjecture quU'l a deaseingz contre nous, et j'en remarque 
encores une qui me semble de consideration, a s9avoir qn'il est peu 
apparent que les princes protcstans de AUemaigne veuillent recepvoir 
en leur pays une si grosse et puissanfe oiinee que celle que ledict 8^ 
roy prepare, ayans mesmement les princes de Brandebourg et 
Ncubourg dit puis nagucrres au S*" de Vaubecourt (coramc il a 
raconte a un sien amy) qu^ilz se pa<iseront hien des gens du Roy, et 
offert audict de Vaubecourt la clwrge de six mille hommes de pied et de 
mil cincq cens ch^evaulx d^atdtres nations que Franqois, que le Roy luy 
veult donuer ; davantage les advis quo nous avons quo ledict roy a 
fait recognaisire de noz villes frontiercs servent de troisicme conjecture 
du dessein de rupture. Et, pour la quatricsmc, je poise que les 
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APP. principaulx ministres dadict roy Befoni maintenani iirer VoreHle et ne 
-/^^_^'_- oherchent que dea delaiz au faict da renouvellemeni de la neutraZUe de 
Bourgoigne^ quelque presse importuns et sans reldche queje continue a 
leiir en donner, me fondant sur les promesses quele Boy m*en a f aides, 
et eidx de sa part, Le 8^ de Villeroy et U prSsident Jehannin m'ont 
cy-devant donn^ k entendre qn*il ienoit au chanceUier; mats ten 
aultre personnage fort famtUer d iceUuy ehanceUler dU que le r^ardo- 
ment ne f)ietU pas de luy, ains d'aiUeurs, et que le Boy est un fin 
mattois, ce qui me meet de tant plus en peine que le baron de Lux est 
arrivS avajnt-hier en ceste vUle, qui empeschera ladicie neutraliie pat 
Unites sortes de dissuasions eUauUres nioyens a luy possibles. 



Pecquius to tJie Archduke. 

27 man 1610. 
Monseigneur, 

Mas ad vis prec6deu8, ton chant le nombre des gens de I'armee qni 

B*appreste par de9a, ee vont confirmans, tant par noaveanx rapportz 

qui m'en viennent de jour k autre, que par les propos que le roy 

tr^s-chrestien mesme en a tenu avant-hier k don Fernando Jiron, 

selon qu'il escrit particuli^rement k Y. Alt*, ensemble, par ce que 

m'a diet le Si^ de Yilleroy ces jours passes, que le Roy arme puissam- 

ment, k Tadyenant de la lev6e des forces imp6riales, qu*il croyt 

debuoir estre fort grande moyennant les deniers d'Espaigne. Depuis 

trois jours en 9a, Ton a veu en cette ville bailler au rabais lo 

foumissement du pain de munition, jusques k quarante mille litres 

par jour, et du foin et avoine pour le nombre de sept miile chevaux, 

k s^avoir tant de selle que d'artillerie et bagage, dont Ton avance 

aux pour voyeurs cent mille livres, avecq promesse de pins dans pen 

de jours. L'on continue aussy d'envoyer de Tarsenal de cette ville 

multitude de munitions et armos k Ch&lon, mesmes, entre les autres, 

grande qaantite de mousquetz de longueur fort extraordinaire, a 

usage (comme Ton me diet) d'offenser de loing ceux qui se 

pr6sentent k la deffence d'une brescbe, ou pour s'en servir parmi les 

chariotz. Les compagnies d'hommes d*armes du ducq de Mayenne 

et du grand escuyer du Roy se doibvent rendre. Tune k Montmiray 

et Tautre a Ghastillon-sur- Seine, pour approcher Ch&lon, et le rests 

de la cavallerie a son departement au long de la riviere de Meuse, 

avecq ordre de s'y aobeminer au plus tost. Je parle de la cavallerie 

ordinaire entretenue, car d'extraordinaire il ne s'en leve pas encore, 

saulf que Ton commence k faire nouvelles compagnies d^hommes 

d'armes du prince de Goniy et du ducq do Yendosme. Et il est 

vray que la leu6e des recrues dee gens de pied, po^^^[^xicq 
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regimens ordinaires et lea trois extraordioaires mentionnez en aPP. 
I'escrit que j'ay envoy6 avecq mes demieres, va un pen lentement, XIX. ^ 
sans que le S*" de Yatibecoar^ nj autres ajans commissions de 
nonveanz regimens, ayent commence aucunes levies, nj ix>uche 
deniers pour ce faire, bien que le S*" de Vaubecour die d'auoir les 
rooUes de ses gens tout pretz pour les assembler en pen de temps. 
J'ay ta8ch6, par divers moyens, de sonder quel chemin doibt tenir 
lad. arm6e pour marcher vers Juilliers, et ce que j'en ay apprins est 
qu'elle prendra sa bris^e droit par les pays de Liege et de Luxem- 
bourg, selon les ordres en donnez au ducq de Bouillon, qui a charge 
de pouryeoir k ce pa&sage, apres Pa voir fait bien recognoistre par led. 
de Yaubecourt (sic), lequel dit bier a un capitaine de ma cognoissance 
que s'il y avoit apparence d'obstacle au passage, et que les petards 
et les surprinses y manquassent, cinquante pieces de canon en 
feroient la raison. J'ay seen d'abondaut que depuis pen de joars en 
9a le Roy, se trouvant avecq plus" S" en son cabinet aux livres, y 
visita et examina les cartes desd^ pays de Li^ge et de Luxembourg, 
et que Pon y jugea estre necessaire de se saisir d'une place sur lad*® 
riviere de Meuse ; mais je n'ay encore pen 89avoir quelle. Quant au 
general de Parm^e, Pon n'en diet rien d'asscure, d'autant que le Roy 
fait courrir le bruit de s*y vouloir trouver en personne. Bien 
diet-on que le prince d'Anbalt fait instance pour en avoir la charge, 
par ce mesme que les fraiz de lad. arm^e se prennent sur environ 
quattre millions de livres que le Roy luy debvroit pour services 
cy-devant faits en France, toutefois, je n'en S9ay rien au vray. Mais, 
si lad. charge se donne and. prince, il est trop certain que ny les 
dncqs de Nevers et d'Espemon, ny autres seigneurs fran9ois de 
marque, ne vouldront marcher soubs tel general, et en ce cas il y 
auroit de Papporence que le Roy se contenteroit d'envoyer en 
Allemagne ses six mille Suysses, avecq trois ou quatre mille hommes 
de pied fran9ois et quelqucs mille et cinq cens chevaux, ainsy 
qu'aucuns en discourent par de9a ; autres affirmant que Jacques 
Bongars, retoum^ puis naguierres en cette ville de sa legation 
d' Allemagne, et le s"" de Bordes, qui en est revenu depnis luy, ont 
rapports au Roy que r^solucment les princes protestans ne veuillent 
pas d'arraee fran9oise en leur pays, et que le Roy s'est estrangement 
cabre a la reception de ces nouuelles, ce qui n6antmoins me semble 
pen croyable, veu les grands appretz de lad. armee j^ faits, dont il 
est apparent que le Roy se fust bien gard^, si au prealable il n'eust 
este inform^ que lad. armee seroit la bien-venue ausd. princes. 
Mais, si ainsy est qu'ilz ne le veuillent pas, il en resultera une con- 
sequence presque indubitable, que c'est aux pays de Vostre Alt^ze , 
que s'adressent couvertement les desseins du Roy, et non aiUeurs.'^^^*^^ 
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APP. De quoy j*ay aussy depuis mes dernieres tir6 qnelques autres 

XIX. conjectures nouvelles des discours dn cbancelier, du president 
Jeannin et du S*" de Villeroy, en ce qu*ilz m'ont tons diet que le 
Roy continue h, se tenir offens6 de Vostre Alteze, a cause de raffront 
qu*il pretend luy avoir este fait par l*alarme donn6 k Bruxcllcs, 
Buivy de I'emprisonnement (ainsy en parlent-ilz) et de la detention 
de la princesse de Cond6 par dela contro son gr6. M^ayans diet 
davantage que si le connestable de France dernaiule ladicte princesse, 
8a fillcy a Vostre Alteze par une juste reqneste, et qu'il en suit 
refuse, le rchj de France ne se pourra ercxiser de lui prestcr des forces 
pour favoriser sa pretension, et que Vostre AMeze nuroU peude raison 
de refuser ladicte princesse audict connestahle, son pere, au cos quil 
la luy demande, attandu quelle n*est pZiw souhz le potwoir du prince, 
son mary, cnminel de lezemajeste, et comme tel temi pour civilement 
mort, du tnoins que si Ton fait coromettre la cause de separation au 
nonce resident par de9a, et qu'iceluy face donner assignation a 
ladicte princesse k comparoir par devant luy, il n'y aura moyen que 
Vostre Alteze empesche sa comparition en personne. Ausquclz 
propos il m*a este ais6 do donner solution sur le pied de mes 
reparties faites k semblables objections, comme il s'est ven par 
aucunes de mes lettres pr6cedentes ; mais pour tout cela lesdictz 
ministres n'ont laissc de me faire cognoistre que le Roy Ten tend 
autrement^ de sorte qu'il ne se fauldroit pas esmerveillcr 8*il 
vouloit poursuyvre les effectz de son intention par la voyo des 
armes, se persuadant mesraement que Vostre Alteze, veue une 
puissante arm^e royale sur les frontieres de ses pays, se resouldroifc 
a lascber ladicte princesse plustost que de se porter a d'autres 
extremites, comme out bien os6 dire aucuns bi^vaclics de par 
de^^ dont n6antmoins ilz perdront bientost Topinion, ainsy que j'ay 
repondu a aucuns d'entre eulz, quand ilz se verront en teste une 
puissante armeo contraire, au cas qu'il en faille venir la, estant 
desja le bruict icy asscz commun que Vostre Alteze leve de grandes 
tronppes nouvelles pour se mettre sur la dcflfensive, en attendant 
que Sa Majestc catholique entrepronne et execute Toffensive en 
tous endroits, dont il ne se peult croyre corabien plusieurs des 
plus judicieux et les clairvojans do par'deya ont d'appr6hension, 
signamment preimans esgard d li vrayc cause de ces apparciis remue- 
mens, de laquelle Von discourt icy nvec heaucoup de liberie, Lesdictz 
ministres de cette cour m'ont aussi bien diet ne pouvoir nier que 
Vostre Alteze n'ayt assez de subject d'armes, pnisque le Roy, leur 
maistre, se dispose k rnpprochor avecq tant de gcrs. Et sur ma 
remonstrance faite le 24 de ce mois audict president Jeannin qu'il 
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m'avoit aniarefois declare que nous ne tomberions pas en rapture, k 
son a\ris, pour ladicte guerre d' Allemagne, il me respondit que, si 
ladicte princesse estoit de retour en France, le Boy n'auroit plus 
d'occasion de mesoontement de Yostre AJt&ze, et que par avanture 
cela produiroit prou de bons effectz. Je r^pliquaj que je n'en 
pourrois espSrer grand bien, si tant eatoit que ledict sieur roj 
voulust rompre pour le regard dudict prince de Conde, parce qu'en 
tel cas il estoit k pr^sumer que la rupture s'estendroit aussi k 
Yostre Alteze, nonobstant que ladicte princesse s'en fust retoum^e 
9n France. Joint, disois-je, qu*^ ouyr les discoi\rs desdicts chan- 
cellier et de Yilleroy, si Tarm^e fran9oi3e 8*en va en Allemagne et 
que la guerre s*y escbauffe centre TEmpereur et oeulx de son party, 
il est ^ craindre qu*ello n'enveloppe tons les princes voisins, et que 
mesmes nostre trefve d'Hollande n'en soit mise en grand bransle ; k 
quoy ledict president se contint de repartir, advouant n^antmoins 
que Uvdicte trefve courra grand hazard, arrivant que ladicte guerre 
d' Allemagne aille avant, paroe qxxe les Fstats des Provinces-Uuies 
estant encore en guerre, s'estcdent obligez d'assister le prince de 
Brandenbourg pour le faire jouir de la succession de Juilliers, 
lorsqu'elle viendroit k Iny escbeoir. Bt suy vant ce que Ton tient 
icy pour tout oertain que lesdictz Estats ont desja accord^ et promis 
pour commencement de secours audict prince et k celuy de Neu^ 
bourg deux cens mille escuz, comme Ton S9ayt aussy que lesdicta 
Estats doibvent envoyer de bref audict sieur roy quattre k cinq 
cens matelota pour s'en servir au fait de Tartillerie eu s^icte 
armee. 

Je Buys adverty au reste de bon lieu qu'il rCy a que peu de- jours 
que le roy de Fraiice recent lettres de ladicte priricesse^ contenani 
iplaincte de sadicte detention a BruzelleSy aveoq prieres iwtante* de 
con»iderer que o^est pour V amour de luy qu^elle p^tity et qu*il ait k 
adviser de trowoer les moyens de la retirer au plus tost de la, ybij 
faict diligence pour s^a/voir la date desdictes lettres et la voye par 
laquelle le roy de France les a receues, raais je rC&ii ai encore rien 
peu pmetrer ; bien me dit-ou que le Boy en faiot grand estat entre 
ses phis privez, II est aussy bien asseur6 que ledict roy a cuidS 
vnduire la royne de Fra/nce a escrire a la serenissime infante^ afin 
qu'elle permeist a ladicte princesse de se trov/ver par de^ pour assister 
a son sa^cre et coaronnement, mals que ladicte royne s^en est excusee en 
termesfort resouluzy pour deux causes par elle all6gu^s, Vune qu'elle 
ne vouloU pas se rendre sa 'nuicquefelle^ et VauUre quHl luy seroit maU 
sSant de faire une requeste a ladicte royne (sic), dont ily a apparence 
qu'elle seroit escoryduUte^ raisons si pertinentes qu^elUs ont faict a^ 
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j^p ladicte proposition au vent, estant aassy hdid eouironnement remui 
XI X. jusqu^a Vautomne prochain. Ledict president JeanniD, sans faire 
mention dudict refus de ladicte Boyne, m'a parU dudici eaq^edient 
d'evoquer ladicte princesse audict eouronnemenl, mais avec eeste 
adjotute quHl croyoit que Vostre Alt^ze ny Iodide infante n'ei* feroient 
rien^ en laqaelle bonne cr^ance je I'ay confirm^. . . . 



Pecqmtis to the Archduke Albert. 

2 ami 1610. 
Monseignear, 
Force propos aspres et yeh^mens se passerent bier en Tandience 
que don Innigo de Cardenas avoit trouv6 bon de demander an roi 
tres-chrestien, dont j*estime que Vostre Alteze sera inform6e par 
ses advis ; et partant je seraj bref a escrire selon ma m^moire le 
pins remarquable de ce qn^il m'en a racont^. C'est qne, snr sa 
remonstrance faite an Eoy que c'estoit une nouveaut^ suspecte que 
d*apprester comme il faisoit une grosse et puissante arm6e pour 
Tenvoyer snr les fpontieres du pays de Vostre Alteze, et qu'au cas 
de continuation de ce dessein Sa Majesty catbolique, n 'ay ant qu'une 
soeur au monde, seroit justement convive de pourreoir k la conser- 
vation d'icelle, comme Tayant en singuliere afiection, ensemble 
Vostre Alteze son oncle, le Boy respondit qu'il estoit vray qu'il 
armoit, et qae c*estoit pour assister ses amys, comme il avoit tons- 
jours declare auz ambassadeurs de vouloir faire, et, snr la repliqne 
dudict don Innigo, qu*il n'avoit point d'ennemys, ny subject pour 
lequel il deust faire une telle arm^e, le Boy dit brusquement que 
Ton s^avoit bien ce que Tarchiducq Leopolde estoit venu faire a 
Juilliers, et k qooy visoient les moyens que sadicte Majesty fait 
ioumir en favour du pariy imperial. Sur quoy Iny ayant ledict 
don Innigo repr^seut^ que ce n'estoit pas sadicte Majest6 qui eust 
soubslev6 ny voulust mener la guerre en Allemagne, le Boy respon- 
dit que c' estoit une mocquerie de dire telles choses. Ce qui porta 
ledict don Innigo ^ dire avec jurement que les minislres de son roy 
telz que lay n'avoient accoustum6 de proc^der et traitter qae 
serieusement et de vray, mais qu'il sembloit que d'une petite gnerre 
il vouloit faire une grande, et se prendre k ceulz qui ne Iny en don- 
noient occasion. lA-dessus, le Boy se meit k parler fort haultement 
et aigrement des affaires du prince et de la princesse de Cond6, disant 
que sadicte Majest6 le traittoit fort mal, et jurant que, si en cas 
pareil un prince des vassaulx d'icelle se fust venu retirer en France, 
il le luy eust renvoye, mais que Ton en vouloit k ses enffans, et que 
ce n'estoit pas en cela senlcment que paroissoit la mauvaise volonte 
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de sadiote Majesty envers luj, mais qn'elle s'estoit dez-pi^^a aFP. 
manifesto en une infinite d'occurrencea pass^es, tant du feit du XIX. 
dacq de Biron, de la marquise de Yemeoil, de M^rargiie, de rHoste, 
secretaire du S<^ de Yilleroj, qu'aatres. Et qnant h, Vostre Alt^ze, 
il confessa que du commencement elle avoit &it qnelque demon- 
stration par paroles de luy vouloir donner contentement, mais que 
depuis elle s'estoit laiss^e aller a des eflectz contraires, par com- 
mandemens venuz d'Espaigne. Ledict don Innigo, protestant que le 
Boy n' avoit raison de dire que Ton vouloit ou pensoit faire tort k 
ses enfians, maintint que, comme Vostre Alteze n'avoit obmis aucun 
bon office esdictes affaires du prince et de la princesse de Conde, 
aussj sadicte Majesty ne faisoit en cet eildroit nj ne feroit chose 
qu'elle ne deust faire, et qu*il n*y ayoit aucune apparence de livrer 
au Boy ledict prince comme il pr6tendoit. Et le Boy, se mettant 
en fougue de plus en plus, dit qu*en termes d'amyti6 Ton ne debvoit 
refoser ladicte delessance, mais que les Espagnolz vouloient tout 
faire k la mode d'Espaigne, et luy h celle de France, et que la sienne 
estoit accompagnee de raison qui ne se trouvoit en Tautre. A quoy 
apres que ledict don Innigo eut replicqu^ avecq assez de cholere, 
le Boy luy demanda enfin qu'estoit ce pourquoy il estoit venu luy 
parler. Et ayant ledict don Innigo r^p^t^ en substance sa premiere 
proposition cy-dessus narr6e, le Boy persistant en ses propos, que 
Ton manquoit du debvoir d'amyti6 et de bonne intelligence avec 
luy, meit fin h Taudience. 

Le nonce de Sa Sainctete, que je viens de veoir, trouve peu de 
goust esdictz discoursy comme desireux que lea choses se passent pa/r la 
voye doulce, 8*il estcit possible, a quoy huttent aussy tous mss sauhaictz. 
Et k cet effect, apres avoir iticonte audict nonce ce qu'il m'avoit 
communique k nostre derniere entrevue touch aut la cause de sepa- 
ration d*entre ledict prince et ladicte princesse, je Tay prie de 
trouver bon que sans attrendre stir ce response du Roy, considere qu^il 
y a du da/nger au delay, fen feisse ouverture aux ministres de par 
dcQa. A quoy il s'est accorde. Et je ne fauldray dez demain de 
commencer k mettre cette pratique en oeuvre, avecq quelque pen 
d'esperance d'en tirer du fruit, puisque ledict nonce m'a asseure 
d*avpir entendu hier au soir de fort bonne part que le connestdble 
s'est rSsoulu d'intenter le proces d-e ladicte separation^ ayant este emeu 
par les propos que fai fenus sur ce subject a la diicliesse d^Angoulesme. 
Au reste, le roy tres-chrestion continae encore k donner des 
commissions pour la levee de nonvelles gens de pied, pardessas les 
regimens denommez en mes ad vis precedens, mais il n'en debourse 
point encore d'argent que j'aye pen s^avoir. Les Suysee^ sent. 
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AFP. partiz de lenr pays et marchent, mais avecq pen de diligenoe, selon 
. J^^-' ^^ nouvellee que le file du colonel Galati en apporta hier an Boy. 
La lev^ bes Carabins s'avance, et le Boy a command^ que tons les 
mareschanlx de France, en nombre de sept, fiMsent lenrs compagnies 
d'hommes d'armes, qni ponrront monter k cent cbevanlx chacnne, 
J compriDB les archers. Les boolangers retennz pour la provision 
du pain de ladicte arm^e sont partiz.dez mardi dernier vers Ch^lon, 
Mezieres et Mefcz, et crojt-on j avoir ordonnance que tons les 
chevaulz d'artillerie, jusques au nombre de quattre mille, soient 
meuez en cette ville pour le 15 de oe mois, afin d*y estre marquez. 
Mais avecq tout cela il me semble, en confrontant diligemment tons 
les rapports que Ton me fait d'une continnele entre£Eiyte, que 
ropinion la plus apparenie est que Tarmde ne se ponrra rendre a 
Clialon qu*apres la my-may procbainement venant. De qnoy, eutre 
plusieurs autres, m*a aussy voulu asseurer ledict nonce oejonrd'hny, 
bien qu'il pourroit estre que le Boy envoy ast quelques trouppes pins 
tost au secours des princes de Braudenbourg et de Neubourg, aolon 
ce que j*en ay toucbe par mes demieres, et dont il est inoessamment 
sollicit^ par le prince d*Anbalt, qui est toujours k ces oreilles. 

Cost chose estrange et n^antmoins tenu pour asseurde que le 
ducq de Sidly rend mmntenant tons ses efforts pour desioumer le roy 
de France de la gtierre qu'il vetUt eiiirepr&ndre^ Vwy remonstrant de 
jour a avltre fort librement les grans inconveniens apparens d*en 
dehvoir vaistre ; iiiais il n'est pas escoute, hion que Von remarqne de 
Virresolution du Roy en ses desseins. 

The Archdukes to Pecquius. 

(himxttb.) 4 avril 1610. 

Cher et feal, ceste vous advertira de la reception de voz trois 
demieres du 30* et dernier du pass^ et premier du mois courant. 
Et d'aultant que nous avons entendu du secretaire Pratz que noz 
trois lettres au ducq de Montmorency et duchesse d' Angoulesme qu'il 
vous avoit envoy6 pour eulx et que le secretaire d'icelluy ducq ne se 
monstre fort hast6 de retoumer en France pour les lenr envoyer 
par luy, nostre intention est que, jectant au foeu les susdictes lettres, 
vous leur d^livriez celles-cy joinctes, avecq une copie d'icelles pour 
vostre information, en leur repr^sentant de nostre part que, sans la 
raison qu'ilz y ent«ndront, nous eussions condescendu volon tiers a 
leur desir en ce dn renvoy de la princesse de Cond6, mais que 
maintenant ilz peuvent bien comprendre cela ne se pouvoir faire, 
sinon au mojen d'une sentence de divorce legittimepaent donn6e, ct 
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que, s'ilz estiment que notiB pnissions faire avecq fraict quelqnes aPP. 
offices pour radvanoement de telle sentence, nons en advertissant, .^^- ^ 
nous nous j emplojerons de fort bonne volenti, et ^ ce propos nons 
ne 89aurions sinon loner Tezp^dient concen par le nonce de Sa 
Sainctet^ en France (et lequel il Inj auroit j^ sngg6r6 par ses 
lettres), de r^server k soy la cause dndict divorce, pour en estre 
cogneu et d6cid6 k Borne snr les informations qui s'en prendront 
tant en France qn'en ces Pajs-Bas et aillenrs, et est partant nostre 
intention qn'j apportiez la chaleor possible. Cependant vons 
ponvez bien asseurer de nostre part lesdicts connestable et duchesse 
qne nons ne forcerons jamais ladicte princesse h, sayvre sondict niaiy 
contre la volenti d'elle 



The Archduke Albert to the Carmetahle ofFrcmee. 

(MiinTTR.) 5 avril 1610. 

Monsieur le ducq, rostre demiere que m'a d61iyr6e vostre secre- 
taire m'a apporte beaucoup de oontentement pour le tesmoignage 
qu'elle m'a donn^, aussi bien que luj de bouche, de la satisfaction 
que vous avez de ma volont6 en ce qui touche Faccueil et caresses 
qui se font en ceste maison k la princesse, vostre fille, et se con- 
tinuera de faire tandiz qu'elle j sera, tant pour vostre respect que 
pour ses m^rites propres. An demeurant, quoyque, pour les causes 
que contient ladicte vostre et ce que m'a repr6sent6 vostre diet 
secretaire, vous desirez que soit permiz k ladicte princesse de vous 
aller trouver, je m'asseure de vostre discretion et bon jugement que 
ne laisserez de consid6rer que cela ne se peult faire, presuppose 
(comme il est vrai) que le prince de Conde nous Ta laissee 
enchargee, avecq requisition et promesse nostre de ne la rendre k 
personne sans son consentement, ne soit toutesfois que, par sentence 
legitimement donnee, elle soit separee d'avecq ledict prince, auquel 
cas nous ne ferons aulcune difficulte de vous gratiffier en cest 
endroict, comme, cessant la susdicte, nous Taurions faict volontiers 
dez la reception de ladicte vojstre. Bien vous diray que je ne la 
forceray jamais de suivre ledict prince, son mary, contre la volonte 
d'elle.i 

* This concluding sentence is followed it in a separate letter to Peoqnius, with 

by a note of interrogation in the hand- instructions that it should be repeated 

writing of the Secretary Yendegies. In vivd voce to the Conn^table— '^ra qtu 

an autograph note the Archduke orders la diga de palahra,^ 
him to cancel the sentence, but to insert 



Digitized by 



Google 



890 UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS. 

Pecquius to the Arckdvke Albert. 



7 avril 1610. 



APP. . . . Lea disconrs de neutrality meuerent ledict S' de Villeroy ct 

^^^ . moy k ceulx de la guerre, et & oe qui en avoit est6 diet en la 
demiere audience k don Innigo de Cardenas, dont ledict de Yilleroj 
me raconta rhistoire un pen diffiSremment du r^cit que j'en avois 
auparavant ouy, disant que, Bur la remonstrance dndict don Innigo 
du soub^on resultant de Tarm^e que le Boy vouloit faire marcher 
yers les frontieres des Pajs-Bas, trop grosse pour estre receue en 
Allemagne, et que Sa Majesty catholique ne laisseroit jamais la pro- 
tection de la s6r6nissime infante, sa soeur unique, pour raffection 
singuliere qu'elle luy porte, le Boy respondit que ses amys pour 
lesquelz il armoit avoient besoin do grande assistance telle qu*il leur 
pr6paroit, et que sadicte Majesty catholique fiaisoit bien d'aymer la 
B6r6nissime infante, laquelle il aymoit aussy, mais qu'en Espaigne 
Ton ne debvoit pas tant ajmer ses parens comme Ton faisoit. Sur 
quoy, ayant ledict don Innigo demande quels parens, le Boy res- 
pondit en cholere le prince de Condo, lequel estant desbauch^ par 
les Espagnols, apres le ducq de Biron, la marquise de Yerneuil et 
tant d'autres, il ne restoit plus que de desbaucher son Daulphin et 
ses freres. Et comme ledict don Innigo eut r6pliqu6 que, si le Boy 
oust parl6 k luy des affaires dudict prince, il eust trouv6 moyen de 
les conduire k quelque bon chemin, le Boy lui dit qu*il en avoit fEut 
parler k sadicte 'Majest6 catholique, qui n'avoit encore daign6 luy en 
donner response, mais le ducq de Lerma en avoit donn6 une tres- 
indiscr^te k son ambassadeur. Et sur la repartie dndict don Innigo 
qu'il n*estoit inform^ de ladicte response, le Boy dit que c'estoit 
une mocquerie de vouloir dissimuler telles choses. Et la-dessus s'eu 
aigrirent les courages et les propos de plus en plus, tant qu'enfin, 
ayant ledict don Innigo demand^ ce qu'il debvoit escrire k sadicte 
Majesty, son maistre, le Boy respondit: ce que vous vouldrez. 
Bref, au dire dudict de Villeroy, le Boy resta fort att^r^ et offens6 
de ladicte audience, et Toffense n'en est guierres moindre du coste 
dudict don Innigo, qui veult bien qu'on le s^ache, a ce que j*entens 
de luy ; mais je croy avecq ledict de Villeroy qu'^ grand* peine 
auront-ilz entendu la mojti6 de ce qu'ilz ont diet Tun k Tautre, le 
Boy estant pen vers6 en la langue espagnole et don Innigo moins 
en la fran^oise. 

Je remonstray en apr^s quelques considerations audict de Villeroy, 
par lesquelles sadicte Majesty pouvoit estre meue a recevoir ledict 
prince de Cond6 en sa protection, et il respondit qu'il n'y avoi^ 
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raison qui peost excnser sadicte Majest6 d'accneillir et entretenir aPP. 
ledict prince comme elle faisoit, ores qu'elle eust par adventtire peu - ^^ - 
trouver qnelque oonlenr de le tolerer senlement en son pays. Con- 
86qnemment il me d^clara par expres que le Boy, son maistre, 
tieut raccaeil qui se fait audict prince pour Tune des plus giundes 
injures qu'on luj pourroit faire, et que pour ceste cause il est 
malais^ que les deux roys demeurent en paiz, mesmes qu*il vault 
mieuz pr^venir les mauyais desseins de sadicte Majesty que de lui 
donner le loisir de les mettre a execution k sa commodity, pour faire 
un jour disputer le royaume au Daulphin, ce que ledict de Villeroy 
me dit avecq demonstration de dol6ance que les affaires se dispo- 
soient ainsy k une guerre, laquelle k son advis seroit de longue 
haleine, et bien plus difficile h finir qu'4 commencer, par ce mesme- 
ment que lesdits deux grands rois, ayant souvent mesur6 leurs 
forces, n'ont accoustum^ de gui^res gaigner Tun sur Tautre, ains 
apres longues mis^res et afflictions out tousjours rendu r^ciproque- 
ment par la paix ce qu*ils avoient occupe par les armes. 

Je luy diz que, si le Roy, son maistre, venoit k rompre avecq sadicte 
]^Iajeste, Ton pourroit pr6veoir qu'il romproit aussy avecq Vostre 
Alt^ze, mais que ce n'estoit pas a luy que j'en voulois demander des 
nouvelles. Et il respondit que jele pourrois s^avoir d*autres, et que 
le temps nous en rendroit sages. De 1^ nous tombasmes sur le fait 
de la princesse de Cond6, et de la requeste faite k Vostre Alteze par 
le connestable de France et la duchesse d'Angoulesmes, de la 
renvoyer par de9^ laquelle requeste je disois et maintenois par 
plasiears moyens ne leur pouvoir ni debvoir estre enth6rin6e, et que 
le Boy tr^s-chrestien n'auroit aucun subject de se resentir du re^s 
que Vostre Alteze et la s^r^nissime infante en feirent, et moins 
d'entrer pour ce en guerre, comme il sembloit (k ouyr parler ladicte 
duchesse) qu'il en avoit la volonte. A quoy ledict de Villeroy 
respondit qu'il trouvoit mes raisons fort bonnes et pertinentes, 
confessant clerement que Vostre Alteze se pouvoit honnestement 
excnser dudict renvoy, fors au cas de divorce entre lesdicts prince et 
princesse, dont il luy sembloit que le proces ne se pouvoit faire en 
Flandres. Et je luy diz qu'il se debvoit faire k Rome, en retenant par 
Sa Sainctete la cognoissance de la cause k soy, pour en decider sur 
les informations qni s'en prendroient, tant en France qu'en Flandres 
et aiQeurs ou le besoin seroit. Lequel expedient il trouva mer- 
veilleusement bon, saulf qu'il craignoit qu'il n'allast k la longue ; 
mais, quoy qu'il en fust, il me dit que nous n'aurions pas la guerre 
pour la princesse, et que je m'en asseurasse, mais pour le prince, y 
adjoustant que possible la guerre d'AUemagne ne canseroit j^ de 
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j^pp, rapture entre lea denz roja et lenrs adherents, encore que le pearij 
XIX. de PEmperear ftLst assists da oost^ d'Espaigne, et oelay des princes 
de Brandenboorg et de Neabooig da cost^ de France, si oe n'estoit 
le fait dndict prince, qni seroit caose de toat le malhear panchant 
snr la chrestient^. Je repariyz qae, si le Boy, son maistre, avoit 
envie de rompre, il en prendroit le pr^texte qae bon lay sembleroit, 
mais qae tel rompt qoi 8*en repent, et qae beaacoap miealx yaadroit 
de cercher et embrasser les moyens propres k nostre bon accord et 
manatention de long^e tranqaillit^, ce qa'il m'advoaa avec pro- 
testation d*en estre aassy desireoz qae moy, mais qae Ton n'en 
prennoit pas le chemin, ains qa'il semble que noz p^ch^ ayent 
proYoqa^ Tire divine sar noos. 



Pecgutue io the Archduke Albert. 

14 avril 1610. 
Monseigneor, 
Ayecq les demieres de Yostre Alteze me sent arriv^, la veille 
de Pasqnes, les lettres qn'elle et la s^r^nissime infante ont escrites 
ik la dnchesse d'Angonlesme et an connestable de France, lesqaelles 
je lear ay d61ivr^es avant-hier, et cons^qnemment lear ay repr^nte 
oe dont il avoit plea k Vostre Alteze m'en chai*ger par sesdictes 
demieres. Ladicte dncbesse, apres avoir lea les lettres de la 
s^r^oissime infante en ma presence et ouy mes remonstrances sar 
les causes da refus de Vostre Alteze, n'en monstra point de mes- 
contentement, ny de parole, ny de mine. Aa contraire, entendne la 
declaration par moy faicte qoe Vostre Alteze ne forcera jamais la 
princesse de Cond6 & say vre le prince, son mary, elle tesmoigna de 
recevoir siDgaliere all^gresse de si bonnes nonvelles, poar n'avoir 
jamais rien plas appr61iende, sinon qae ladicte princesse fast envoyee 
centre son gr6 en Espagne, on en antres pays estrangcrs, qai lay 
east caas6 la mort et \adict connestable, comme elle disoit ; de sorte 
qu'elle se tenoit tres-oblig^e de noaveaa a Vostre Alteze de ceste 
conrtoisie et de la continuation des lionnears et bons traittements 
dont elle favorise ladicte princesse. Et qaant aadict connestable, il 
n'onvrit pas en ma presence les lettres ^ lay escrites, mais feit 
semblant de ne prendre en maavaise part ce que je lay repr^sentois 
da contena en icelles. Puis se rejouissant et remerciant Vostre 
Alteze de ce que je lay promettois qu'elle ne constraindra jamais 
ladicte princesse, sa fille, h retonmer vers son mary, il me demanda 
si les lettres de Vostre Alteze en mentionnoyent, et, aa cas que non, 
s*il n'y aoroit moyen de tirer de Vostre Alt^e cette promesse par 
eecrit pour sa plus grande asseurance. A qaoy je respondiz qn'il 
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avoit subject de se contenter de ma parole, ponrce qu'il ne debvoit APP. 
craindre que j'en fusse d6sadvou6 par Vostre Alteze, ny qu'elle ^^^ , 
manquast jamais k sa promesse, dont enfin il resta content, et me 
monstra fort bon visage, qui me meut de luj dire que j*estois bien 
aise de veoir les effectz de sa prudence contnures au bruict qui avoit 
courru par la ville, qu'au cas dudict refus de Vostre Alteze, il s'en 
prendroit au Boy, son maistre, pour le disposer h, redemander 
ladicte princesse par la voye des armes. Et il me respondit que jk 
il ne pleust k Dieu qu'il se rendist autheur d'un si grand mal, qu*il 
avoit trop d'ezp^rience pour vouloir inviter le Boy k une telle guerre, 
qu'au contraire il seroit toujours port6 & verser de I'eau sur le feu, 
et que tout le monde seroit repeu de manne s'il ne tenoit qu'& son 
souhait, me confessant avecq ce que non pas luy seulement, mais 
encore les autres plus grands du royaume, ne desiroient pas 
ladicte guerre, ains esperoit qu'il n'en seroit rien. Et sur ce nous 
nous d^partismes apres qu'il m'eut diet qu'il respondroit ausdictes 
lettres et m'enyoyeroit ses responses pour les addresser. 

Mais le lendemain j'entenditz bien autres nouvelles du president 
Jeannin, qui me Tint veoir sur le soir, et me dist qu'une heure apres 
que j'eus laiss6 ledict connestable, il avoit parl6 h. luy et eu inspec- 
tion desdictes lettres de Vostre Alteze et de la ser^nissime infante, 
desquelles il I'avoit trouve fort mal content et tout dispos^ k s'en 
plaindre au Boy, pour en avoir la raison, et que, pour estre grand 
personnage et le premier officier de la couronne, le Boy par avanture 
pourroit faire quelque cbose en sa faveur. Je respondiz que ce 
n'estoit pas le langage que le connestable m'avoit tenu, et luy 
racontay les propos passez entre nous, telz que cy-dessus, dont il 
s^esmerveilla. Et comme, sur ma demande si le Boy estoit adverty 
du contenu esdictes lettres, il eust confess^ qu'ouy, je prins conjec- 
ture que le Boy lui en debvoit avoir parle, veu mesmement qu'il me 
diet d'avoir est6 le matin au IJonvre, voire, je presume, que le Boy 
r avoit envoy6 vers moy pour m'ouyr de plus pres sur cette matiere, 
tant prennoit-il de peine k me persuader que Vostre Alteze, sans 
blesser sa reputation, pent renvoyer ladicte princesse en France, 
nonobstant sa promesse faicte audict prince de ne la renvoyer k 
aultre qu'a luy, ne ftist en cas de divorce. Je luy diz qu'il estoit 
bomme sage et vertueux, et le priay de mettre la main sur sa 
conscience pour juger franchement si ledict reius de Vostre Alteze 
est accompagn^ de raison ou point. H respondit que le Boy se 
plaignoit de ladicte promesse de Vostre Alteze, comme si par ]k elle 
eust voulu plus complaire audict prince qu'^ luy, et qu'en tout cas 
elle avoit est6 faite rehus etc stantibus, mais qu'^ present I'estat des 
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APP. affaires estoit cbang^, poor esire appam an Boy, tant par tes- 
_ . _ - moignage de botiche que par les escrits dndict prince, qu'il luy est 
Tebe]le tout k fidct et criminel de leze-majest^ auquel cas ledict 
president youloit dire que la puissance maritale cesse, et qu'il n'j a 
raison d'empescher la femme de s'en retoumer k la maison pateroeie. 
Je r^pliquay que les femmes ne s'ezemptent du pouToir de leurs 
marys viyans sans cognoissance de cause et sentence de juge com- 
pectent^ et qu'en cas de telle sentence j'avois pi^9a declare, de la 
part de Yostre Alteze, qu'elle neferoit difficultez derenvojerladicte 
princesse audict connestable, son pere. Ensuy te je demanday audict 
president k quoy il restoit que Ton n'intentoit pas encore le proces 
de separation h Borne, pour y estre d6cid6 sur les informations qui 
se prendroient en France, an Pays-Bas et ailleurs, et s'il n'eetimoit 
que ladicte princesse east de la znatiere poor y obtenir une bonne 
sentence. Sur quoy, apres qn'il eut respondu que Ton disoit mer- 
Yf ille des mauvais traittements receaz par ladicte princesse dudict 
prince, son mary, mais qu*il n'estoit pas question maintenant d'entrer 
en cette voye, ains de veoir si ladicte princesse n'a raison de vouloir 
retoumer en son pays, je banday tons mes efforts pour luy persuader 
de tenir la main que Ton intentast ledict proces, puisque c*estoit le 
moyen unicque par leqnel ledict connestable et les siens pourroient 
estre renduz contend z. Mais il continua k y fietrire la soarde oreille, 
sans en avancer autre raison, sinon quelesdictes procedures seroient 
longues et qn'il estoit besoiu de promptement aller au-devant des 
inconveniens qni pourroient naistre de la retention de ladicte prin- 
cesse, et que tons les bom roes prudents jugeront que Yostre Alteze 
seroit maladvisee de mettre son pays en danger de tels iaconvenients 
pour si pen de cbose, me priant ledict pr6sident de bien et meare- 
ment y penser, et mcsmes a la maxime d*estat qu'il fault quelquefois 
passer par-dcssus beaucoup de choses pour un plus grand bien, et 
que je ferois une tres-bonne oeuvre de procurer le retour de ladicte 
princesse, qu'il disoit avoir est6 men^e en Pays-Bas sans s9ayoir ou 
Ton la vouloit mener. Je luy diz que le Boy, son maistre, nous 
mena^oit de guerre, non pas pour la retention de ladicte princesse 
k Binizelles, mais pour ce que Sa Majesty catbolique vouloit recevoir 
et entretenir en ses estats ledict prince. Sur quoy il confessa que le 
Boy tiendra pour acte d'hostilitc si sadicte Majesty reftise de ren- 
voyer ledict prince en France, et que tel est le jugement de plusieurs 
princes non passionnez auzquels le Boy en a escript, mesmes ceulx 
qui sent en bonne intelligence avecq sadicte Majeste ; signamment 
pour les propos sentans rebellion profSrez et escrits par ledict prince 
depuis sa retndte de France; et pour autant que Ton vouldroit 
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objecier lea exemples des fils de don Antonio de Portugal et apP. 
d'Antonio Perez, entretenns par le Roy tres-chrestien, ledict pr6- ^ J^^^- 
sident disoit que ce n'estoicnt pas personnes de la quality dndict 
prince, et qu'au reste sadicte Majesty ne lea avoit jamais redemandez. 
En qnoj je diz que nous n'^tions pas d'accord en fidt, mais que je ne 
Yoalois pas entrer en cette dispute pins avant, ponr estre affaire 
d'Espagne. Bien Inj en remontraj-je qa'^ son compte nons aorions 
la guerre, encore que ladicte princesse ^t renvoj^ k son pere ; il 
respondit que, si Von jpourvoyoU au fadct de ladicte princesse, ce serait 
par aveniure arracher la phis grosse espine qui cause le mal, et donner 
un acheminement a mieulx accommoder tmU. Et de la tombant sur 
les affaires de JuilHers, il me diet que peut-estre, sans la retraicte 
dudict prince avecq ladicte princesse, les rojs d'Espagne et de 
France n*cussent pasrompu entre eulx pour le secoursqu'ilz eussent 
euyoj6, Tun au party de TEmpereur, et Tautre k celuj des princes 
de Brandenbourg et de Neubourg, mais que, selon Testat present 
des affaires, il faisoit h craindre que le progres et eschauffenient de 
la guerre d'AUemagne ne donnast un grand heurt k leur amy ti6. Je 
lay proposay Texp^dient du nonce de Sa Sainctete, mentionn^ 
esdictes demieres k Yostre Alteze. Mais il me diet que lesdicts 
princes ne se soubmettroient jamais h la juridiction imp^riale, et 
qn'aussy lesdits roys ne tomberoient jamais d'accord sur le faict de 
la sentence ; de sorte qu*^ son opinion cet ezpMient estoit pou k 
propo<«, mais il en falloit trouver un autre par lequel Ton peust 
incontinent mettre la hache a la racine, et moyenner la fin finale de 
tons les diffei'ens, tel que seroit le partage des pays d^laissez par le 
feu ducq de Cleves entre les princes de Saxe-Brandenbourg et de 
Neubourg. Et la-dessus, s'estant encore passces quelqnes reparties 
entre nous, tant sur le point de la religion qu'autiement, ledict pre- 
sident me laissa en opinion que, si ladicte piincesse demeuroit a 
Bnixelles, nous aurions bien k faire k demeurer en repos. 

Toutefois don Innigo de Cardenas m^a vovlu faire veoyre d*avoir 
seen d*asseurance par les propos, tant dudict nonce que du cardinal de 
Joyeuse et d'aultres, mesme du marquiz Botti, maistre d^hostel du gravd^ 
ducq de Toscane, estami presenteme^it en cesie vilhy que sa demihre 
audience a tellempnt eshranlS le Roi tres-ckrestien que depiiis ce tenips 
il avoit perdu la phis grande partie de Venvie qu'il avoit de nous faire 
la guerre ; aiissi y a^t-il des dames qui rrCont diet hien sgavoir qtie le 
lioy faict mine de voulovr la guerre, etqiie neantmoinsU ne la veultpas. 
Mais je ne me puis encore r^souldre k ceste cr^ance, quoyque 
ledict nonce m*ait diclaire de tenir de tonne part que depuis ladicte 
audience le Boy a dit a quelque seigneur de sa cour qu*il ne 8*est pas 
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APP, risolu defaire la gnerre an Roy caiKolique^ ni a Vo8tre Alteze, ce qne 
- _^^' n^antmoins, ledid nonc^ ne prend pas pour argent comptant et ne s-y 
fie nuUement. II est bien vraj qu*an dire de quelqnes-nns qm ont 
part au secret^ le Boy trhs-chrestien est fort irresolu sur la conduits de 
la gueire, ayant le ducq d^Espemon dit oes jours passez en discour- 
rant de ce subject : * NonsTOulons et ne vonlons pas ; nons faisonset 
ne faisons pas,' comme aossi Ton m'assare que le prince d^Anhalt est 
demieremeni party assee nuit content du Boy, et s'est plainct k 
qnelqnes seignenrs qu^il est trop tena/nt et mesquin, sans voulair en- 
voy er deniers nn AUemagne, lesqttelz U disoit y estre plus de^irez que 
ses gens ni sa personne, Cependant Ton tient pour certain qne lea 
Snisses oont entrez en vostre comt^ de Boorgoigne, et qne devant 
la fin de ce mois ilz seront k Chalon avecq partie de I'infanterie 
et cavallerie fran9oise. H est anssj notoire qne par oette ville 
passent sonvent cberanlz d'artillerie en bon nombre, et qne Ton 
continue k faire les provisions de vivres et munitions le long de la 
riviere de Meuze. Bref, k mon advis, le seul moyen de faire re- 
froidir les desseins du B07 tres-cbrestien est que nous armions 
gaillardement et au plus tost que faire se pourra. A quoj se confer- 
ment les opinions de tons les amjs que nous avons par de^. 

Pecguius to the Archduke Albert. 

16 ftTril 1610. 
Monseigneur, 

J'ay un pen diff(6r6 d*envoyer k Vostre Alteze mes lettres du 14 de 
ce mois, en attendant ce qui se passeroit en une audience que le 
nonce de Sa Sainctet6 avoit fiiit demander au Ho^ tres-cbr^tien, 
apres m'avoir communiqtU partie de ce qu*il armt proposi de luy re- 
presenter. Laquelle audience luy est ant donn^e le jour d'bier, il in'a 
racont6 d 'avoir pour entree de discours exhort6 le Roy k la paiz, et 
mesme k raccoisement des affaires d'Allemagne, luy ramentevanfc 
Texpedient mentionn6 es demi^res de Vostre Alteze, dont il disoit 
avoir parl6 au S*" de Villeroy. Et le Roy respondit qu'il en avoit 
ouy le rapport, et que le nonce faisoit bien de travailler ainsy pour 
le repos oommun, mais que la guerre s'avan^oit fort et estoit a la 
porte, qu'il y avoit desj^ employe cincq on six cens mille escuz, et 
que sans point de doubtes il seroit en personne bors de son 
royaume avecq son arm^e dans nn mois. Le nonce luy demanda 
quel cbemin il faisoit estat dc prendre, et s'il auroit aggr^ble que 
les ambassadeurs le suyvissent. II respondit qu'il prendroit le 
chemin du pays de LiSge et ne passeroit que hien peu de lieues sur 
celluy de Vostre Alteze sans y gister, et quant aux^mhassadeure que 
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d'a/venture auhuns d^entre eulx le pourroient auyvre^ mcuB qu'U lais^ aPP. 
seroit en ceste viUe la Boyne^ le chanceHier et les auUres de son eonaeil. XIX. 
Le nonce lui remonstra que son armSe prenant telle route en ponr- 
roit faillir de mettre Sa Majesty catholique et Vostre Alteze en 
grand ombrage, selon qn'il avoit assez recognn par les propos de don 
Innigo de Cardenas en sa demiere audience, dont ledict nonce luj 
r6p6ta la substance, disant avoir entendu que le Boy en estoit rest^ 
offens^', et que ledict don Innigo pensoit avoir remarqu6 qu'il avoit 
pen de bonne volenti envers sadicte Majesty et Vostre Alteze. A 
quoj le Boy respondit que Ton monstroit bien en Espagne que Ton 
ne vouloit pas son amytie, et qu'il venoit de recevoir nouvelles que 
le prince de Conde estoit arrive k Milan, ou le comte de Fuentes 
Tavoit aussytost accueilly, men6 et loge fort bonorablement et 
splendidement au chasteau, y adjoustant que les Espagnols tra- 
vaillent fort pour luy oster le ducq de Savoye, mais qu'ylz y perdent 
leur peine. Et pour le regard de Vostre Alteze, il dit qu'elie avoit 
trop fait paroistre de faire plus d'estime de Tamyti^ dudict prince 
que de la sienne, mesmes par le bruict qu'elle avoit fuit courir qu'il 
avoit voulu faire enle^er ladicte princesse, dont sa reputation estoit 
int^ress^e outre mesure. A quoy ayant le nonce reparty qu'il ne 
m 'avoit jamais ony cbarger le Boy du dessein d'enlevement, et que 
Tauditeur Ottenberg en avoit aussy parle autrement h, Sa Sainctet^ 
de la part de Vostre Alteze, a s9avoir qu'elle avoit est^ inform^e 
qn'aucuns Fran9ois factieuz avoit complete et tress^ un dessein 
d'enlever ladicte personne, mais qu'elle s'asseurait que 9'avoit est^ 
au desceu du Boy, et qu'il n'eust jamais voulu advouer tel attentat, 
le Boy dit que ce n'estoient que paroles et desguisemens, voire mesme 
que c'estoit autant que de le vouloir couvrir d'un sacq mouill^, et 
qu'il n'y avoit personne de si pen de jugement qui creust que Ton 
eust voulu entreprendre d'enlever ladicte princesse sans son com- 
mandement. II dit davautage avecq aigreur que Vostre Alteze avoit 
a grand tort refos6 au connestable et & la duchesse d'Angoulesme de 
leur renvoyer ladicte princesse, et que ledict connestable d^pescheroit 
un autre bomme vers Bruxelles avecq lettres pour autrefois de- 
mander ledict renvoi, et qu'au cas de second refos il ne d^nieroit k 
un tel officier de sa couronne I'assistance n^cessaire pour luy en faire 
avoir la raison, et qjie Vostre Althze s^en repentiroit Le nonce res- 
pondit de m'avoir ouy discourir de cet affaire, et particulierement 
des raisons qui avoient obligS Vostre Alteze andict refus, et qu'il luy 
sembloit que j'eusse raison, mesmes d'avoir entendu de moy que 
ledict conn^table et ladicte ducbesse d'Angoulesme avoient fait 
paroistre d'en demenrer assez appaisez, sans m'en avoir fait auounes 
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AfP. dol^anoes, ains qu'an oontraire ilz avoient montr^ beauconp de 
_^^* - resjouisaance de qaoy je lenr avois promis qae Vostre Alteze ne 
consfcraindroit jamais ladioie princesse de letonmer vers son marj, 
et au reste avoient diet de yoaloir iptenter k Borne, en diligi^sce, le 
proc^ de separatioii, k ravancemeut et ezp6dition dnqael le nonce 
ofl&oit de tenir la bonne main. Le Roy r6pliqna que ledict con* 
nestable en avoit bien parl6 d'nn autre langage qne je ne disois, et 
qne ladicte promesse de Vostre Alteze de ne conptraindre ladicte 
princesse k snyvre son marj, cpmme anssj de la renyojer en France, 
moyennant nne sentence de separation, n'estoient qn'artifices pour 
tenir les choses en alte, et cependant attendre la mort du connes- 
table on anltre changement, mais qu'il pourverroit en faveur du hon 
ffieillard ; desquelles menaces comme le nonce monstroit de s^esmerveiller, 
le B'Oy luy dit que ce n'esioit pas pour menacer Vostre AUeze qu^U en 
parloit de la sorte^ et ne disoit pas qu*tl luy voulust fadre la guerre^ 
nuds que les 6v6nemens rendroient preuve que Vostre Althze auroii 
estS tres'fiial conseiUe de faire ledict refuSy et qu\l garderoit en tout le 
droit des gens, ce que j'interprete qu'il den&iicera la guerre a Vostre 
AUeze devant que la commencer, Suy vant quoy Isddct nonce m^a d'd 
qu^U seroit marry que Von seust qu*il m'a raconte lesdictes menaces. 
Le Roy luy dit en apr^s qu'il avoit besoin d'une grosse armee pour 
les secours des princes de Bracdenbourg et de Neubourg, d'autaut 
que I'Empereur en apprestoit une fort puissante, et qne rarchiducq 
L^polde aura bientost dix-huict mille hommes ensemble, mesme 
que Vostre Alteze s'est assez d^clar^e pour le parti imperial, ayant 
fait entrer les gens dndict arcbiducq L^opolde en la ville de Ryn- 
berck, et luy envoy 6 le maistre de camp Pompeo Giustiniano, et- 
despech6 vers le pays de Luxembourg le comte de Busquoy avccq 
quattre h cinq mille hommes, outre les autres levies de gens qu'elle 
fait faire de nouveau. De laquelle declaration de Vostre Alteze 
pour le party imperial j'ay d^sabus^ ledict nonce, assurant qu'il n'en 
est rien jusques a present, bien que Vostre Alteze face gens pour se 
tenir sur ses gardes et faire teste k I'arm^ fran9oise s'il en est 
besoin. Sur quoy ledict nonce m'a reinonstri fort chaudement, en cofi- 
formitS de Vadvis dudit don Innigo et du mien, que Vostre Alteze ne 
peult mieuLx faire que d' assembler leplus deforces quHl sera possible^ 
et que la diligence y sera du tout nScessaire, afin de les avoir prestes en 
temps ei heure, croyantfemiement avecq moy que le roy de France «* 
manquera de se trouver sur lafronHere dans un moisou bien peu de 
jours apres, dont la voix est aussi toute commune en ceste ville, et 
que le Roy doibt partir d'icy le 13 du mois prochain, qui sera trxjis 
jours apres le couronnement de la Royne, selqn le desseing que 
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Ton en &Aot, Je S9a7 anssj de vray qne le ducq de Nevera, gSti^al aPP. 
de la cavallerie Ugbre^ doiht parHr de ceste vUle au plus tard lundy XJX. ^ 
prochain vers Chcdony pour y faire revue de quelque cavalerie^ aycmt 
luy^mesme dit d un persormage d'auctoritSj de grui je le s<^y^ qne le 
25 de ce mois il j aura des grandes tronppes audiot Ghalon on ^ 
enyirons de U, mesmes les six mille Suysses que le Aoj a dit aa 
nonce debvoir arriyer k S^- Jehan de Laone le 20 de oe mois. Ledict 
ducq de Nevers asseure d'ahondwnt que le roy de France marchera 
avecq son armee par le pays de LiSge^ saidf quelque peu qu^U chemine 
sur ceUuy de Vostre AUeze, et qu'U est resoulu de demand-er a iceUe le 
passage. Quant an nombre des gens de ladicte armee, ledict ducq 
affirme qn'elle sera de douze mille Eran9ois et six mille Saysses 
fantassins, ontre les qnattre mille Fran9ois estans en HoUande, et 
qne la cavallerie se montem k trois mille cinq cens cbevanlx sans la 
comette blancbe. An reste je sais adverty de fort bonne part qne 
c'est centre la rSsolution ds tous cettlx du eonseU que le Roy s^est dS' 
temivne de s^en aller hors du royaulme, et que mesmement tl rCy a 
personne du conseil qui rCait un grand dcsgoustement de la guerre qu^U 
veult mener, ... A cet instant, je viens d'apprendre certainement 
qne le Roy h command^ de luy faire trois colletz de buffetries et trois 
cosaques de velour hroddees d*or et de ciffres dSsignans sa devise (et 
penlt-estre celle de ladicte pHncesse), les colletz a porter dessouhz et 
les cazaques dessus les armes^ a quoy Von etnployera qvatre mtlle escuz 
ou environ. II a auisy fait faire deux cvyrasses {cultre celle qu^il 
souloit forter) a Vespreuve pardctant de Varqveluse et par derrihre du 
pistolet, qui est une nouvelle confirmation de ce que fay dit quHl se 
veult trottver a la guerre en personne. 

Pecquius to (he Archduke Albert. 

19 ayril 1610. 

.... Et it propos des arm^s il' me dit avoir beaucoup de 
regret qne Ton en vonloit venir li, et qn'il enst beanconp mieulx 
valln de chercber les voyes d'accord, lesqnelles il protestoit desirer 
de iont son coenr, et an prix de son sang s'il en estoit besoing. Je 
respondiz qne mes disconrs avoient tonjonrs rendn tesmoignage qne 
Vostre Alteze ne desiroit qne paix, et qn'elle le monstreroit par les 
effect z k tontes occasions. Et snr sa r^pliqne qne personne ne 
parloit d'accord, et qne mesmement Sa Saintei^ manqnoit k cette 
occurrence tant importante de faire les debvoirs k ce reqnis, je remis 
en avant Inexpedient propose par le nonce, Tassenrant qne Vostre 
Alteze y tiendroit volontiers la main et avoit desj^ fait qnelqnes 

• Villeroy. ^ t 
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jipp. offices k cea flns. II repartit que Ton n*en disoit rien da cost^ 

^J^^' . d'Espagne, et qu'en tons cas il &aldroit que les princes ^lectenrs 

ecd^siifcstiqnes s'en meslassent et donnassent lapaiole qne rEmpereor 

ne d^dderoit rien de Taffaire sans pr^alable satisfaction des rojs 

d'Espagne et de France, j adjonstant qne le S' de Boissize, 

ambassadenr fran9ois, avoit desji yen I'^lectenr de Majence, qn*il 

jngeoit d*as8ez bonne inclination, et s'en estoit all^ troaver oelnj de 

Treves. Mais comme, snr ma demande s'il avoit traitt6 dndict 

expedient, ledict de Villeroy m'ent responda qne non, je Inj diz que, 

si le Boy son maistre vonloit embrasser ce foM a bon escient. Ton en 

feroit antant dn cost^ de Sa Majesty et de Yostre Alteze, m'ayant 

don Innigo de Cardenas diet pen aaparavant qne je me ponrrois 

eslargir jnsqnes-lA. Et ledict de Yilleroy me dit ne ponvoir nier qne 

cet expedient ne fast de bonne apparence, msus qn'il est d^sormais 

tard de le mettre en pratique, ponrce qne nous sommes si prestz k 

venir anx mains, et qne Ton anroit bien dn mal k faire poser ]es 

armes anx parties scabs pr6texte de cette onvertnre d'acoord si 

erne, ven mesmes que nons avons des antres difficaltez snr les bras 

qui nons aigrissent plas qne celle de Jnilliers, nomm6ment le fait 

dn prince de Gond6, qn*il disoit estre log^ an palais do Milan, et y 

traitt^ en sorte de par sadicte Majesty catbolicqae, qne ledict S'^ Roj 

ne ponvoit qn*il ne s'en offensast grandement, et qne nons ferions 

beanconp miealx de nons disposer aassy en ce regard a qnelqne voye 

d'accommodement. Je Iny demanday qnel; et onye sa response qne 

Ton poarroit adviser de I'envoyer k Home sonbz la protection de Sa 

Sainctet6, je luy repr^ntay d'avoir autrefois propose an Roy et a 

lay, lorsqne ledict prince estoit encore k Brnxelles, qn'il se retirast 

en qnelqne place nentre, moyennant qn'elle fbst catboliqae, mais 

que Ton m'y avoit fait la sonrde oreille. Ce qne m'estant par lay 

confess^, et qne n^antmoins k present le Boy se ponrroit contenter 

qne le prince fast a Borne, je lay diz qae ce seroit nne occasion 

propre k I'avancement dn proems de divorce, en y envoyant par 

ladicte princesse on le connestable, son pere, qni en feict la ponrsnite 

de lear part; puis je pressay ledict de Villeroy de faire intenter 

ledict proc^, qui serviroit k noas descbarger de ladicte princesse an 

oontentement dndict connestable et d'antres ses parents. 11 res- 

pondit qne cette voye seroit propre si elle n'estoit trop longne, et 

qn'il &lloit nn remMe pins prompt pour pr^venir les malbenrs de 

gnen*e qni nous mena^oient. Je luy diz que dez pi^^a Ton debvoit 

avoir commence, et que ledict connestable n'en ponvoit impnter le 

d^lay qn'i soy-mesme, sans qu'il y eust subject de se vouloir prendre 

k Yostre Alteze pour le s^jonr de ladicte princesse en son palais, 
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jasqnes & ce qn'il j ayt sentence rendae snr ledict divoroe, pnisqne ^pp 
sa promesse, sa foy et son honnenr ne luy permettent d'en nser XIX. 
antrement. Comme anssy je Iny disoia qne* ledict Si^ Boy n'ayoit 
occasion d'attaquer Yostre Alteze ponr lea affaires de Joilliers, parce 
qne jasqnes ^ present elle ne s'estoit entremise de cette guerre. A 
qnoy apres qn'il m'ent respondn qne I'affaire de ladicte princesse 
estoit fort fl^hense, et apparente d'esclorre des grands manlx, et 
qn*an reste il fanldra bien qne Yostre Alteze se mesle de ladicte 
guerre de JniUiers, attendn qne sadicte Majesty catboliqne la 
Bonstient, et qne sans lenr assistance le party imperial seroit 
notoirement trop foible, voire qne lea cbosea ae ponrroient r6dmre 
k nne bataille ponr le passage, je Iny diz qne, si le Boy, son maistre, 
n'avoit uon pins d'envie d'entrer en ladicte gnerre qne nons, il n'y 
anroit rien qni nons penst broniller de ce cost^U. Finalement noncr 
entrepromismes Tnn ^ I'antre de songer de pins pr^s k Tacbemine- 
ment desdicts exp^diens on d'antres qni se ponrroient tronver pins 
a propos. 

Et le jonr d'hier, snr les trois benres de relev6e, ledict S"^ da 
Yilleroy me vint dire cbez moy qn'il avoit remonstr^ an Boy, son 
maistre, pen d'benres anparavant, tons lesdicts discours passez entre 
nons, et particnlierement ce qn'il avoit recognn de la bonne intention 
de Yostre Alteze d'ayder k condnire et associer le tont k I'amiable, 
mais qn'il avoit tronv6 le Boy fort esmen et dXikvh. Et Uudessns il 
nsa de ces termea : ' Yona m'avez parle bier francbement et clerement, 
j'en venlz faire antant en yostre endroict, et vona diz comme de 
moy-mesme qn'il y a de la paaaion, et qne, ai Ton venlt remedier an 
fait de la princeaae, il y anra moyen d'acoommoder et appaiser tont 
le snrplns snr le pied qne nons diames bier on autre, mais, an caa 
qne ladicte princeaae demenre oii elle eat, nona sommes k la veiUe 
d'nne mptnre qni ponrra mettre le feu anz quattre coings de la 
cbro^tient^.' Je luy diz qn'il me faisoit plaisir de me parler 
rondement, et qne je voyoia bien maintenant de n'avoir err^ en mon 
opinion qne tona cea remnemena ne ae &isoientqtie ponr la princesse^ 
et qne, si nous tombions en guerre, elle en seroit le principal subject, 
mais qne je ne me ponvoia asaez esmerveiUer de cette v^b^mente 
passion, qui tireroit k aa auyte nn ai grand et borrible embraaemont, 
avecq beancoup d'antrea remonstrancea qne je lay feia ponr fiekire 
paroiatre qn'il n'y anroit ancnne conlpe noatre, aina qne celny-l& a'en 
ponrroit bien repentir qni en aeroit canae. Sa repartie ftii que le 
Boy consid^roit qne c'est pour I'amonr de luy qne ladicte princesse 
endure et est miserable, se trouvant par \k oblig6 k la faire renvover 
k son pere. Et sur I'iterative instance par moy faite qn'il ©^ Ap.qT/> 
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APP* jnger selon sa consdexioe s'il y aroit aucune eap^ de raisan de 
-_ . '_- vonloir pour oe faire la gnem k Vostre Alt&ze, il respondit qae je 
posasse le cas que non, xnais que j'advisasse si, pour si pea de chose 
et pour nne formality, il seroit sagement IxAt de se plonger anx 
extr6mitez de metire tonte la clirestient6 sens dessos dessonbs. Je 
IvLj diz que poor chose da monde Yosire Alt^ze ne se laisseroit 
jamais aller k laschet^, ny k chose qaeloonqae qoi peost esbr^her 
■on honneor, et qa'il n'y fidloit pas penser. Je diz aassy qa'il ne 
plenst jk k Diea qa'il tombast en mon imagination de m'emplojer 
poar tel party. II r6pliqna qae ledict prince a constraint par force 
ladicte princesse, et le pistolet aa poing, de s'en aller avecq lay an 
Pays-Bas, et qae la femme n'est pas tenae de snyvre son mary qui 
qaite sa patrie et son roy, mais qa'en tel cas elle se penlt s^parer de 
fait de lay, et s'en retoamer vers ses parens, en qnoy personne ne 
la doibt empescher, conclnant par ces aIl%ations qae, paisqae 
ladicte princesse desire de s'en retoamer en France, et qae son pere 
la demande, voire qa'elle se laisseroit plostost estrangler que de se 
remettre jamais en la compagnie de son mary, vostre Alteze n*a 
pea &ire promesse obligatoire par laqaelle ladicte princesse, n'y 
ayant oonsentie, debvroit estre forc^e de demeorer comme bannie 
de son pays. Aaxqaelles allegations je ne manqoay de response, 
dont il seroit trop long de faire icy particolier r^cit. Et voyant que 
ledict de Yilleroy persistoit en sa proposition, jasqa'i me dire que 
oeluy qui troaveroit an expedient pour lay fiiire renvoyer ladicte 
princesse feroit le plus graad bien qui fat jamais fait k la chrestient^, 
Tea qa'autrement il n*y avoit moyen de la garantir d*ane gaerre 
universale, je lay diz que j*entendois bien ce langage, qui nous mena- 
^it ouvertement de rapture, et que partant je croyois I'advis k moy 
donn6 que le Boy avoit diet qu*0 ne renouvelleroit j^ la neutralite, 
si Ton ne lay rendoit ladicte princesse. H repartit que celuy qui 
m'avoit donn6 tel advis eust mieulx fiekit de me le laisser deviner, et 
que n^antmoins je ne debvois pas tenir la neutrality pour faillie, 
ains m'arrester k ce qu'il m'en avoit diet, mais qu'au reste il ne me 
vouloit pas rec^ler qu*il est bien vray que le premier dessemg du Bay 
n*a eats que de faire levSe de t^udquen trouppea pour envoyer un eeeours 
mediocre aux princes de Brandenbourg et de Neuhourg, qui n*eust peu 
mettre Vostre Alt^ en omhrage, mais que depuis lee aigreurs procedSet 
dee affaires dudict prince et de ladicte princesse Vont porti d dresser 
une forte et puissante armSe pour pis faire, H me dit d*avantage 
qu'encore que le Boy, son maistre, traictani le mariage de sa fiUe 
avecq le prince de Savoye, n'ait eu desseing de remuer en Italie^ ni 
mesmes oncques voulu enirer audict trait4 devant que~^dfm fydro de 
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Toledo east rompu toute la negociation de VaUdatiee d^Espagne^ si est- ^J^» 
ee quej 8*Uf(mt rompre en Flcmdre, je jmis Hen petiser que 8a Majesty >^ ^ ',> 



catholiqiie aura dee affaires partout. Et snr ma response que Von 
trouveroit a gui parler de^ et dela les monts^ U me pria autrefois 
avecq heaucoup de doulewr de penser au r&iwoy de laddcie prineesse^ 
dtsant gu'd son adms 8a 8amctete y interposera volontiers son inter' 
cession envers Vostre Alt^e SSrenissimey et que fen pourrois parler au 
nonce rSsident en ceste court. Et snr la fin il me proposa qne Yostre 
Alt^ze so debvoit tant et plus facilement r^souldre andiot renvoj, 
qu'elle avoit fiiit promettre andict oonnestable et it la dnchesso 
d'Angonlesme de ne jamais contraindre ladicte prinoesse h retonmer 
vers son mary, et par ainsy s'estoit ancnnement desmarcli^e de sa 
promesse faite andict prince de ne la rendre k antre qn'i Iny; je 
respondis qne Yostre Alteze, en retenant ladicte prinoesse par del^ 
satis&isoit indnbitablement k I'nne et k I'antre de sesdictes pro- 
messes, oomme je m'assenrois qne ledict de Yilleroj le comprenoit 
bien, ponr n'avoir Yostre Alteze jamais promis an prince de Iny 
rendre ladicte prinoesse centre son gr6, A qnoy il ne scent qne 
r^pliqner, sinon qn'il y ayoit de la snbtilite en cette interpretation. 
En somme notre rec^s fot qn'il me pria et repria d'adviser s'il n'j 
anroit mojen de procnrer ledict renvoy; et moy je le priay 
ardemment de dirertir le Boy de son dessein, dont il me laissa pen 
d'esp^rance. 

Tost apr^ snrvint cbez moy le S' de Preanx, et, apres m'avoir 
parie de Taccord de la prinoesse de Ligne ayec le prince d'Espinoy, 
et qne Tadvis de vostre grand conseil avoit est^ dn tout contraire k 
ladicte princesse, il se jetta snr le disconrs des affaires pnbliqnes, et 
me dit en termes assez mat mesurez que nous donnions en taut et 
partout coMse aua presens remuemens^ desgoustans et offensans en 
plusiewrs series le Boy son maistre. Snr qnoy comme je Iny en res- 
pondn avecq le zele et la franchise qn'il convenoit, il me dit qne 
Yostre Alteze avoit bonne volonte, mais qn'elle estoit constrainte de 
se conformer anx resolutions d'Espagne. Je repartiz qn'il parloit 
de cboses dont je ne pensois pas qn'il fust bien inform^, mais qne 
je le debvrois estre mienlx qne Iny, s^achant qne les volant^s de 
sadicte Majesty et de Yostre Alteze ne sent qn'nne, selon qne le 
reqniert I'estroite conjonction qni est entre elles, mais qn'au TOste 
Yostre Alt^ est maistre en son pays comme les anltres princes 
flonverains le sont es lenrs. H continna k maintenir que, sans les 
deffences venues d'Espagne, Yostre Alteze oust pie^^ renvoy6 
ladicte prinoesse en France, en conformity de ce qn'il disoit luy 
avoir este declairS par le 8^ de Vendegies^ presens le niaTquisrde^p.^Tp 
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AFP. Coeuvre et le secretaire dndict connestable, qu*il s'asseuraU qu4 
^ ^-' ^ ladicte jprincesse ne aeroit jamais ircns joura au palais que Vostre 
Alteze ne la rendist a son p^e. Je Inj demanday si ledict S' de 
Yendegies Vavoit aussy declairS par charge de Vostre AUezCj et il me 
respondit que non. Puis, comme ii m'eut diet que la demiere 
promesse de Yostre Alteze de ne forcer ladicte princesse a retour- 
ner vers son maiy estoit coniradictoire a la premiere dene la rendre a 
OAiltre qu*d luy^ et que je luy eu respondu comme j'avois fidt audiet 
S' de Yilleroy sur le mesme subject, il me demanda si ladicte 
princesse, qui aymeroit mieux mourrir que de se rendre k son marj, 
debvoit toujours estre esloignde de tons ses parens. £t sur ma 
responce qu*elle et ses parens pouvoient poursuyyre la separation 
judiciaire, auquel cas de separation Yostre Alteze ayoit pie^il offert 
et promis de renvoyer ladicte princesse par de9a, il me feit un autre 
interrogatoire, ^ 89a voir : *i Yostre Alteze pourroit effectuer cesie offre 
et promssse, et si les Espagnolz ne Ven empescheroient. A quoy apres 
que j'eu respondu qu'il avoit tort d'en doubter, et feroit mieulx de 
se deporter de telles demandes, il calla voile en exaltant les vertuz 
de Yostre Alteze, et confessant de luy estre infiniment oblige des 
honneurs, favours et courtoisies qu'il a receu d*icelle, de sorte que 
nous restasmes enfin bons amys. 

£t depuisle partementdudict dePreauz, le nonce de Sa Sainctete 
me donna part, bier sur les sept beures du soir, de ce que le 
chancellier luy estovt venu dire en secret touchant lesdictes affaires 
publicques avecq semonce de vH&n sonner mot audiet don Inmgo ny a 
moy, k s^avoir en substance que Ton estoit sur le poi^U d'une rupture 
avecq rums^ et que powr une grande partie ladicte prvneesse en seroii le 
subject^ si Von n'y pourvoyoit en diligence^ mesmes d Viniervention de 
8a SaindetSy k laquelle U dSsiroit de Vexhorter d temr la main vers 
Vostre AUeze Beremssime powr ledict rennoy, sans attrendre la sen- 
tence de divorce^ qui iireroit trop a la longue^ usant ledict chancellier de 
plusieurs moyens de persuasion pour a ce engager ledict nonce comme 
a un grand hien de toute la chrestientS. Mais le n<mce lay respondit 
que sadicte BainctetS ne conseilleroit jamais a Vostre Alteze de /aire 
une chose que luy-mesme ne feroit pas en cas pa/reUy et qu^U s^voii 
hien que Vostre Alteze aymeroit rrdeulm haaarder son estat, et dix 
aultres si eUe les a/voit^ que de fadre un faulz bond d son honneuTj 
priant ledict OhamcelUer de se servir de la voye de justice pour faire 
juger le divorce^ et de croyre qu^il n*y avoit auUre moyen de reveoir 
ladicte prvneesse en France^ mesmes de considerer g«'e» cas de guerre 
le cormestdble sera taiUe de ne la veoir jamais, De laquelle response 
si resolue ledict ehanceUier restant estonnS, demanda audiet nonce 
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81 du moms Von ae pourrait asseurer que, moyennant une sentence de app. 
divorce, Vostre AUeze rendroit ladicte princesse a son phre, Et sup XIX. ^ 
raffirmation dudict notice que cela estoit hors de doubte et qu^il oseroit 
en respohdre de sa teste, le chancelier dii en ces termes : ' Et bien 
doncq nous verrons ; ' et pria aultrefois ledit nonce d^estre secret pour 
bons respectz. 

Or, rapportant ce discours c2u chanceUier a cevix desdictz S"* de 
yUleroy et Preaux, comme omssy a celluy du president Jeannin, ce qai 
en r^snlte est que Ton entonne tcmt de menaces pour essay er d^esbran- 
ler la Constance de Vostre Al&ze, mais que yojans les ministres et 
conseillers principaulx du toj tres-cbrestien qu'ilz ne puissent rien 
gaigner sur icelle, Hz retowmeront a luy dissuader sondict desseing de 
rupture, comme je suis bien asseur6 qu'ilz ontfaict jusques d, present 
avecq les prindpavJx chefs de guerre, tant pour le peu de fondement 
qu'evJa-mesmes recognoissent pour y avoir en la cause comme pour 
aultant qu'ils tiennent rentreprinse pour fort bazardeujse e< 
iemiraire, jugeans gu^eUe reuscira d leur dommage, si avaat que le 
ducq d^Bspenum a dit cmdict nonce ces mots: * Nous sommes tous 
perduz si la guerre va wownt ; ' ce que mesmement se confirme par 
la voiz et fame commune du peuple, 

Toutesfois je tiens fermement que le roy de France ne lodssera pour 
cela de passer ovltre, comms de faict U advance son armSe a/oecq hean^^ 
coup de chaleur, et commencent Us trouppes a s*assemhler en Oham^ 
paigne, mesmes celles des regimens de Picardie et Cbampaigne, 
comme m'a dit entre les autres le 8^ de Ouesle, mmstre de camp 
dudict regiment de Ohampaigne, et qu'il 7 doibt ammener onze de ses 
compagnies, et les aultres maistres de camp des yieux regiments de 
mesme. Je me suis miz en discours avecq lui sur le cbemin que 
vouldroit prendre le Roy pour mener son arm6e vers Juilliers, et il 
m'a confess^ qu'elle s'en ira droict k Bouillon, de 1^ ^ Paliseux, puis 
h Bocbefort, et ainsy de suite sur le pays de In^ge, sans toucber 
a vostre pays de Luxembourg que bien peu. Je continue k pressor 
ledict don Innigo pour la desp^cbe du capUaine de Busticis vers 
Chdlon et li-eux circonvoisins, afin d* avoir un rapport asseure de temps 
a auUre de Vestat de Varm6e, Gependant je me resjouis d'entendre 
jque Yostre Alt^ze en va apprestant une gaUlarde de son coste, 
esp^rant qu'elle sera bientost en campagne, comme il est besoin 
pour estre celluy-cy le seul moyen de conservation apr^s Dieu. . . , 

L'on vient de m'advertir de fort bon lieu que ladicte princesse a 
esaript am roy de France lejour de Pasques, et qu*il y a un personna^ge 
francs par dela qui traitte avecq elle en toute familiarite, Je S9ay 
aussj^ que ledict roy a faict achepter des belles et riches estoffes de cfewp r 
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APP. Wot far son grand 6$cuyer pour lea enifoyer a Iodide prineesaSj d 
^ ' ^ qu^elles seroni a BrvatelXe$ da/n8 trots ou quatre jowrs au plus tard^ el 
erayUofi que c'eii au eeeu du connestahlef hien que je n'e» veuSle rien 
afirmer, ... 

The Archdukes to Peequius. 

(minm.) 22 a?ril 1 610. 

Cher ei fM^ h peine seroit oloee nosire let^re cj-joincte dxL jour 
d'hier, qnand nooB arriva vofltre demiere dti xix* de oe moiay qui 
nooB a eflt6 bien^Tenue, et pour les particalariiez j eontennes, et 
pour les diflorftteB repartiee et responses par vous fidctes anz S** de 
Yilleroy et Preauz. Et pour aultant que oonceme TaffiHre de la 
neutrality des deux Bourgoignes, nostre volont^ est que oontinuies 
k presser tant icelluj de Yillaroj que aultres ministres du xoy tres- 
clirestien, que oonyiendra qu'au plus tost jour soit prins pour en 
traicter et en fiure une fin. Et yeu que le mesme de YOIeroj (pour 
entrayer les maulx que pourra produire la gnene dont Ton nous 
menace) yous a miz en ayant TenToy du prince de Gond^ i Borne, 
Boubs la protection de Sa Sainctet6, et dit que ledict S' roy se 
pourroit contenter qu'il tfost }k k Borne, oe qu'il doibt ainsi avoir 
d^claire par son ordre, nostre intention est que fiskcies valoir ceste 
proposition vers lesdicts ministres, afin qu'ilz tiennent la main que 
ledict S' roy en face traicter ayec nostre tres-saint pere le pape par 
lettre de son nonce residant k Paris, ou par la voye qu'il yoira con- 
yenir, que Sa Sainctet6 se yeuille interposer yers Sa Majesty afin 
qu'elle se contente que ledict de Gond6 se retire audict Borne, 
oombien le face proposer en Espagne par don Innigo de Cardenas, 
ou ainsi qu'il le trouyera le plus k propos, attexidu que ledict de 
Cond^ se trouye en lieu de Tob^yssanoe de sadicte Majesty et oons^ 
quemment hors de nostre pouyoir. Et toutesfois, si ledict S' roy 
esfcimera que de nostre part s'y puisse anssfy &ire quelque office 
ayecq fhiict yers Tun ou I'autre ou yers tons deux, en estans 
adyertiz, nous le ferons yolontiers. Quant k la princesse de Conde 
(qui semble debyoir estre le principal subiet de la rupture et gnen^ 
s'il y fituldra yenir, ainsy qu'ayez dit bien audict de Yilleroy), 
puisque Ton desire ayec tant d'ardeur son renyoy en France, le 
moyen plus propre et court en seroit celluy du diyoroe, par yous ja 
plusieurs fois propos^ de nostre part, ou bien que le oonnestable 
rende peine d'induire le prince, son mary, k consentir le renyoy de 
ladicte princesse en la maison d'icelluy connestable. Et si Ton 
desirera par deU que nous facions aulcuns offices et>diligences pour 
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fiEbciliter run ou Tantre de cee denx mojenfl, nons en faisaiiB adTertir^ app. 
noTifl nous y employerons Tolontiers, et en sorte que Ton pouna XIX. 
recognoistre qu'il ne ident aulounement k nous que ledict oonnestable 
ne reqojYe ce oontentement auquel tant il liabete (P) que de ravoir 
sa fille ; mais de pr^iendre de par des brayades et menaces nous 
forcer i faire une chose conire nostre 'promesse, et oons^quemment 
centre la raison, nostre honneur et reputation, r^lument nous n'en 
ferons rien. Et^ si ledict S' roy se r^souldra pour oe nud k propos 
i ladicte rupture et k nous faire la guerre, nous proourerons de la 
&ire aussy & luy ; nuds en tel cas nous nous tiendrons aussi pour 
d^sobligez de ienir plus en nostre maison ladiote princesse, et 
adyiserons de Tenyoyer liUpart que trouyerons conyenir, x>our 
esloigner de nous un instrument des maulz infiniz que produira 
ladicte guerre. Ce que de nostre part yous debyez ainsi dire 
ouyertemeni^ mais ayecq la discretion requise, tant audict oonnes- 
table qu'aux ministres prindpauz dudict S' roy, et il n'y a pourquoy 
yous estonniez de ce que lacUete princesse awroit escript audict 8^ roy 
lejonr de Pasguee^ parce qu^eUe lefaict et a commoditS de le &ire i 
quantes fois il luy plaict jpar le may en de lafemme du 8^ de Bemy^ 
son ambassadeitr. 

The Archdukes to Peequvua. 

(MnruTB.) 25 STiil 1610. 

Cher et f^al, yostre demi^re du zzii* nous a donn^ compte des 
propos que depuis nostre p^nultieme du six* de ce mois yous a tenu 
le president Jeannin, pour yous persuader que la princesse de Cond6 
debyoit estre renyoy6e, non-seulement pour consideration d'estat, 
mais encore, en termes de justice, pour les causes par luy alieguees, 
ausquelles yous ayez respondu discretement et bien^ propos qu'ayant 
ladicte princesse este retenue icy k Tinstance dudict S' roy et pri^re 
du connestable et de la duchesse d'Angoulesme, et mesme it sa re- 
queste propre, ausquelles nous ne pouyions donner lieu que du con- 
sentement et permission du prince, son mary, qu'il a donne ayecq 
condition et moyennant nostre promesse de ne la renyoyer k aultre 
qu'^ luy, nous ne pouyons maintenant la retractor ayecq bonneur, ra 
ce n'est par I'un des deux moyens toucbez par noz precedentes, k s^a- 
yoir par sentence de diyorce Mgitimement donnee, ou bien que ledict 
prince consente qu'elle soit renyoyee k la maison de son pere ; et s*il 
semble audict connestable et & la ducbesse d'Angoulesme qu'en la 
poursnite de diyorce se perdra beaucoup de temps, pourquoy n'ont* 
ils pas tente et n'essayent-ilz le dernier, y ayant de Tapparenc^^e^ 
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AW, lo prince j prestera facilement son consentement, mesme pos£ (ce 
X^X. ^ qu'ilz croyent) qu*il luy porte pen d'affection ? Bt s'ilz desirent 
qne nous fieunons qaelqnes offices et diligences ponr Taccel^ration de 
Tiin on de Taultre de ces moyens, nous en Susans adrertir^ nous 
nons J employerons fort volontiers, ainsi qne Tons ayons ordonn6 
par nostre demiere dndict zxij* de lenr presenter de nostre part ; 
qni est ce que ponr le present nons S9anrions fidre ponr lenr con- 
solation, bien marriz qne n'y ponvons d'arantage, ponr la compassion 
qn'aTons de lenr jnste domiil, sans nons arr^ter ny faire aalcnn caa 
dn pritexte dndict prince, qne ledict S'' roy aoroit yonln entre- 
prendre snr son lict marital, comme de dbtoses qni ne noos toncbent 
anlconement; ontre ce que (comme a diet bien ledict Jeannin), 
combien qn'icellny S*" roy anroit monstr6 d^estre porte k qnelqne 
aOection envers ladicte prinoesse, il ne s'ensniyroit par lik qn'eUe 
courrost danger de fion bonnenr. Mais nons ne sommes pen esbahiz 
du dire dndict president Jeannin, qne tons les prinees sonyerains 
consnltez snr ce ^Eiict anroient est^ d'avis qne, ponr les causes par 
luy all6gu^8 et rop^tees en ladicte yostre, nostre promesse faicte 
audlct prince ne seroit obligatoire, et youldrions bien s^ayoir qui 
sont ces princes-Ui. An reste nous ayons trouye yoB responses sur 
le surplus des arguments dndict president tant pertinentes, que n*y 
ayons qu'adjouster pr^sentement, sinon que, si toutes icelles nonob- 
sfcant ledict S' roy se r^souldra k nous attaquer et faire la guerre, 
nous tascherons de la luy faire aussy, auquel effect nons ayons faict 
et faisons les levies n^cessaires, losquelles nous esp^rons que seront 
prestes aussytost que les siennes, et que Dieu (protecteur de la 
raison) nous aydera par sa bont6. 

PetUiwi addressed to tJie Archdukes by the OonneicMe of France 

and the Duchesse d'Afigouleme, 

Avril 1610. 
A Leurs Altesses S^r^nissimeB. 

Diane, fille l^gltimee de France, tante de Madame la princesse de 
Gond6, et le ducq de Montmorancy, pair et connestable de France;, 
son pere, remonstrent bumblement a Yoz Altesses que ladicte dame 
princesse de Gond6 s'est pleint k eux plusieurs fois par lettres et 
propos qu'elle a tenu k personnes de qualit^s et ^ d'autres leurs 
serviteurs, pour lenr raporter des outrages, indignitez et mauyais 
traitemens qu'ell* a receu de Monsieur le prince de Gond6, son maiy, 
peodant qu*ilz estoient ensanble, et qu'elle desiroit leur repr^senter 
fiur ce sublet des particularitez qu*elle n'ose commettre k des lettres, 
et moins encore declarer k qui que ce soit, sinon k-^ax. k qui elle 
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estime ne deWoir rien celer, et desquelz elle se promet aussi receroir aPP. 
lea cooseilz qu*ane fille et niepce qui leur a iousionrs esU tr&s- . _^^ 
obeissante doibt attendre de leur pi6t6 et charity, les priant k cest 
occasion la retirer da lieu ou elle est pour la tenir pr^s d'enx ; snr 
laqnelle pleinte r6it^r6e & diverses fois ilz auroient est£ indnictz 
d'envoyer yers Yoz Altesses poor la (sic) saplier de permettre k la- 
dicte dame princesse de les yenir trouyer, attenda qu.*k cause de leur 
indisposition et ancien aage ilz ne se pouyoient transportdr yers elle 
pour luj rendre ce debyoir d'amiti^ ; ayana tousiours oreu qu'ik 
ne seroient ^conduitz de oeste demande, trouyte juste par tons leurs 
parens, agens de conseil, ausquelz ilz en ont communique, ntont- 
moins Yoz Altesses en auroient fait refius; dont ladicte dame 
princesse de Gond^ adyertie auroit derechef eu recours k euz ayec 
pleurs et g^mis^mens, pour les prier de continuer et r^p^ter enoor 
la mesme suplication ayec si fnrieuse instance qu'elle ne soit plus 
retenue oii elle est centre son gr6, et par ce moien empescher de 
poursuiyre en toute liberty la separation k laquelle elle yeult tendre, 
en J emplo'iant le remMe que les loix et la justice luj permettent, 
par Fadvis et ayec Tassistanoe de ceux qui luy appartiennent ; au 
moien de quoj ceux qui Tayment cb^rement et compatissent en son 
affliction suplient bumblement Yoz Altesses par ceste reqaeste 
sign^e de leur main, et qui leur sera presentee par le foeur dea 
Preaux, gentilbomme enyoj^ ezprea, leur acorder ceste juflte 
demande apr&s tant d'instonces qu'ilz en ont faict, sans leur 
donner subiet de se plaindre et d'ayoir recours k la protection de 
leur roy, pour obtenir par son moien ce qu'ilz estiment ne leur 
pouyoir estre jnstement desni^. 

DIANE DE FRANCE. 

MONTMOBANCT. 



Pecqtmta to the Archduke Albert. 

26 avril 1610. 
Monseigneur, 

L'on ne yoit que pionniers et cbeyaulz d'artillerie passer k 

trouppee par ceste yille de jour k autre, et la diligence est extreme 

que Ton fait icy k I'arsenal k preparer armes que Ton en yeult iirer 

pour en armer jusques k 4,000 hommes, oultre celles jk enyoy^ea 

en grande quantity k Gbdlons. Le roy tres-cbrestien continue 

aussy de dire r^soluement et ayecqbeaucoup de cbaleur qu'il partira 

d'icy yers son armee le 12 du mois procbain, et qu'il yeult que le 

couronnement de la Boyne se face le 6, auquel effect Ton trayaille 
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APP. icy anz ouvrages jour et nnit, meBmes sans respect dee festea ny 
v_^?^'_' dimanchefl. Sa passion, an reste, le ya disposant de plxus en pins k 
entreprendre snr lea pays de Yostre Alteze 9% la prineesse n*esi 
rendiie^ et je 89ay qne ces jonrs passez, parlant de ce snbject k on 
personnage qni piive ayecq luy, il a diet ne croyre point que Yostre 
Altize yenille accorder passage k rann£e franfoiae par son pays 
pour tirer vers Jmlliers, maia d'ayoir entenda qu'elle a'eat deajli 
r^aolne d'en faire refna, et qne cela seryira de cauae anffiaante poor 
rompre. Ledict peraonnage reapondit qa'il n'y ayoit pas grande 
raiaon d'aooorder paaaage & eette arm^e, et que n^antmoina il 
ponrroit eatrt que Yoatre Alteze Faocordast ponr demenrer en paiz, 
demandant an Boy si en tel casrarmto aeroitreoene en Allemagne ; 
k qnoy il repartit en tela tennes qn'il donna assez k cognoistre que, 
si ce pr^tezte de mptnre yenoit k manqner centre apn opinion, il en 
tronyeroit d'antres. Et k propos de oe qn*il a diet de kdicte reso- 
lution de Yoatre Alteze toucHant ledict paaaage, je a9ay de bon lien 
qn'il en a en nonyellea dn dncq de Bouillon, et qne Yostre Alteze 
s'appreate k la guerre ayecq d^monatration de beanconp de courage, 
yoire qne non-aeulement elle ne conaentira andict paaaage, ny 
n'attendra qne Ton eaaaye de le prendre par force, maia mettra son 
arm6e en campagne, k deasein de combattre la fran^oiae k la 
premiere occasion qni s'en pr6aentera. Le Boy ne laiase ponrtant 
de ae flatter, disant qne nous n'ayons ny argent ny bommea ponr Iny 
ponyoir faire teste, qnoyqne cenlz de son conaeil n'en jngent pas 
ainay. 

Le nonce apoatoUqne disconmt ayant-bier de cea affaires ayec le S' 
de Yxlleroyy et Iny dit yonloir demander audience an Boy ponr Iny 
presenter nn nonyean breyet de Sa Sainctet^, afin de le desmonyoir 
de sesdictes entreprinaea, oe que ledict de ViUeroy irouva fort bon^ 
mesmes que le nonce taschast deperstiader au Boy de fadre poursuU?re 
le divorce de Iodide princesse d'cbvecq son mary par voye de justice^ 
oombien qn'il disoit ayoir opinion qn'il n'en feroit rien, et m'a 
ledict nonce promis le jour d'bier d'en traitter fort amplement ayecq 
le Boy, en Tandience qn'il luy a desj^ fedt demander, et que d'nn 
cbemin il luy repr&sentera qne le eannestahle rCawroni occasion de 
s^excuser swr quelqua apparente longueur de ladictepoursuitejudiciadre^ 
puisqn'il n'a tenn qu'a luy de la commenoer plus t6t, et que, si Ton 
tombe en guerre, il ae trouyera r^dnit an point de ne voir jamais 
laddcte prvncesse sa fiUe^ comme ansay ledict nonce propoae de Iny 
paaier dudict passage et sender sHl se contenieroit que Yostre Alteze 
le luy accordast pour cinq on aiz mille bommes, sans plus, k passer 
par compagnies ou demies compagnies^ commie 07U faid^les Suisses jpar 
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voB^e comtS dsBowffogne ; et je no &aldray de tenir Yostre Altize ^tPF. 
particnlieremeiitadyertiede 06 qui 80 passera en ladicte audience. . . • ^^^^ . 



Peegums to the Archduke ATberi. 

28 avril 1010. 
Monseigneiiry 

PlnsLours choses remarquables ont est£ tndtt^ te discours de la 
demiere audience que le roy tz^-clirestien a donn6e an nonce 
apostolique, selon le r^oit qu'il m'en a fidt. En premier lieo, snr la 
remonstrance dudict noncOi conforme au brevet de Ba Majesty, que 
le Boy no debroit porter see armes ik la guerre de Juilliers, maia 
tenir la main k raoheminement de quelque bon accord, puis mesmes 
que rEmperenr monstroit y avoir de rinclination, comme ledict 
nonce disoit ayoir £ut apparoir par lettres de oeluy resident i, Prague^ 
qu'il avoit monstrfies au S'' de Yilleroy et k autres ministres de cette 
conr, le Boy respondit ne vouloir empescher que Ton tentast les 
Yoyes d*acoord, et que le nonce fsusoit bien de s'y employer, mais 
que cependant il passeroit outre ayecq les armes au secours de see 
amys. Le nonce, apr&s avoir protests de la obarge qu'O avoit de 
parler cler et en toute candour, luy dit qu'autre chose que la guerre 
de JuiUiers le mouvoit h, foire son armde, k s9avoir le &at du prince et 
de la princesse de Cond^, et qu'au jugement du monde il avoit dee 
desseins sur les pays de Yostre Alt&ze. H respondit en prenant 
Dieu i tesmoing qu'il ne desiroit pas du mal i Yostre Alt^ze, ny 
mesmes & Sa Majesty Gatholique^ mais rouloit aller en personne 
ayecq son arm^ mettre le si^ge devant la yille de JuiUiers. Et sur 
le dire du nonce que son armfe seroit trop grande pour donner 
secours aux princes de Brandenbourg et de Neubourg, et que luy- 
mesme avoit autrefois diet qu'il suffisoit d'y envoyer quelques sept 
ik buit mille hommes, le Boy repartit qu'il estoit bien vray qu'il 
avoit tenu tela propos, mais que lors sadicte Ma|est£ et Yostre 
Alteze le traittoient en amys, au lieu qu'i pr&sent eUes luy font tant 
de dtfaveurs et desplaisirs qu'il a subject de fsdre une armte royale 
de plus de trente mille bommes pour asseurer son &it. Le nonce 
persista que telle arm^ obligeoit Yostre Alt&ze d'en fidre aussy une 
pour 86 garantir de toute invasion, et qu'eUe ne pouvoit permettre 
I'entr^e de telles forces estraogeres en ses pays. A quoy comme le 
Boy oust respondu qu'il n'avoit que bien peu k passer sur le pays de 
Yostre Alteze, et que mesmement son armfe n'y logeroit jamais ei 
n'y feroit dommage d'une seule poulle, ne pouvani croyre que 
Yostre Alteze luy voulust refuser ce passage, parce que cela. 
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APP. doibt fairc entre amys, le nonce demanda s'il permettroit k Voetre 
-,^^' - ^teze de passer par la France avecq nn ost de trente a qnarant^ 
mille hommes, et, sor sa response que si, le nonce dit qu'a son 
opinion il j penseroit plus de deux fois, et que Yostre Alteze, donnant 
entree a telle arm^ en son pays, le mettroit en Evident danger. Ce 
qu'estant contredict par le Roy, soubs pretexte que Yosisre Alteze 
se debvroit contenter de sa parole, et d'autant plus que son armde 
n*entreroit pas aux entrailles du pays de Yostre Alteze, ny mesmes 
ne prendroit son chemin du cost6 de Metz, oii pourroit escheoir plus 
d'oustrage, ains seulement sur quelques bouts dudict pays, sans 
passer par aucune yiUe ny autre place importante, le nonce proposa 
que Ton pourroit en ce trouver un expedient, qu*il feist passer son 
armee k la disfilade et par compagnies ou demies compagnies au coup, 
de la £Eb9on que les Suysses venoient de passer par yostre comt^ de 
Bourgoigne. Mais la response du Boy fut que sa quality ne soufl^it 
pas de passer avecq une armee qui ne fust toute mise en un corps, et 
que Yostre Alteze n'a pas de forces pour luy pouvoir empescher ledict 
passage. A quoy apr&s quele nonce eutr6pliqu6 qu*il ne s^avoitles 
forces que Yostre Alteze pourroit amasser, mais qu'elle feroit indubi** 
tablement tout ce qui luy seroit possible pour sa deffense, et seroit 
servie de soldatz de grande experience et d'infanterie meilleure sans 
comparaLson que la fran9oise, le Boy se print k user de bravades 
comme s*il n'y eust rien aux Pays-Bas qui luy peust r^sister, et diet 
par expr^s qu*il feroit demander k Yostre Alteze ledict passage, rdsolu 
de luy foire la guerre si elle le refusoit. ' Yojlk donques, a dit le 
nonce, conunent Yostre Majesty veult attacquer Parchiducq, qui ne 
pense pas luy en avoir donn6 occasion, non plus par la retention de 
ladicte princesse k Bruxelles qu'autrement ; ' et le Boy dit que 
Yostre Alteze n'avoit aucune raison de retenir ladicte princesse 
malgr^ le connestable, son p^re, qui la redemandoit. Sur quoj 
ayant le nonce all6gu4 aucunes causes de ladicte retention, et 
mesmes que le Boy Tavoit d^sir^e avecq ledict connestable, la 
duchesse d'Angonlesmes et la princesse m^mes, outre Tinstance en 
faite par ledict prince, son mary, et que Yostre Alteze n'avoit peu 
satisfaire k leur requeste sans la promesse par elle faicte audict 
prince de ne la rendre qu*^ luy, de sorte que Ton avoit tort de la 
presser k y contrevenir, le Boy dit que c'estoient disoours de 
Pecquius, mais que Pon n'a jamais requis Yostre Alteze de fisiire telle 
promesse. Et entendue la repartie du nonce touchant le scandale 
apparent qu'il y auroit du retour de ladicte princesse en France 
centre le gre de son majry, le Boy dit que c'estoit abus de penser 
qu'il procedast en ce fait par passion amoureuse, veu qu*il y avoit 
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de plus belles femmes en France que ladicie princesse ; mais, posS le APP. 
cas qu*il en fust amonreax, il demanda si Vostre Alt^ze, en la re- ._^^' ^ 
tenant en captivity, ne feroit pas nn acte qui Inj seroit de grand 
despit et insupportable. LaqueUe demande estsuit gliss^e par le 
nonce, qui se remeit k representor au Roy qu'il ne se debvoit forma* 
liser pour ladicte retention jusques k ce que Ton d^cidast le proces 
de la separation de ladicte princesse d'avecq ledict prince, son mary, 
le Roy respondit qu'on luy vouloit faire perdre le fruict de son 
armee, qui luy avoit desjjl coust^ sept cens mille escuz, mais qu'il 
n*en feroit rien ; consequemment il reprocba au nonce que le pape 
vouloit tout tirer de luy et rien des Espagnols, mais qu'il n'endure- 
roit jamais aucune indignity d'eulx, ny que Ton dist qu'il oust 
abandonn^ ladicte princesse, sa subjecte, et le bon yieillard de con- 
nestable, son pere. Le nonce repliqua que Sa Sainctete use d'offices 
patemelz anssy bien envers sadicte Majesty catbolique et Vostre 
Alteze qu'envers luy, pour trouver moyen de les mettre tons bien 
d'accord, et qu'elle seroit mesmement contente que ledict prince se 
retirast a Rome pour lever les ombrages r^sultana de son sdjour es 
estats de sadicte Majesty, ce que ledict nonce eut tant plus d'occasion 
de luy proposer que le S' de ViUeroy et autres, ses ministres, avoient 
desj^ declare de trouver cet expedient fort propre ; mais le Roy luy 
dit soubdain que ladicte proposition partoit de I'escbole des Espa- 
gnols, afin de donner masque k leurs desseins, en disant que le prince 
est hors de leurs pays. Le nonce luy remonstra par apres qu'il 
sembloit que faisant son arm^e, il vouloit braver et menacer Yostre 
Alteze et d'un cbemin sadicte Majesty catbolique, pour les con- 
straindre k luy rendre ledict prince et hdicte princesse, ce qu'ilz ne 
feroient jamais x>^ force, mesmes pour n'estre sadicte Majesty 
inferieure k luy, ains esgale, et de telle puissance qu'elle rendroit les 
ev^nemens de la guerre fort doubteux; mais quand ores il s'en 
vouldroit promettre quelque bon succ^s h& Pays-Bas, il debvoit 
considerer qn'en tel cas il se feroit aussytost beaucoup d'ennemys, 
signamment le roy de la Grande-Bretagne et les Estats des Pro-* 
vinces-IJnies, qui n'auroient garde de le favoriser en la poursuyte de 
telles entreprinses. LJUdessus, comme il se fnt autrefois ject6 sur 
les bravados, disant qu'il se fioit en ses forces propres, et non en 
celles de ses voisins, et que, quant bien les HoUandois ne se declare* 
roient pour Iny, il ne .d^laisseroit de passer outre k Tezecution de 
ses desseins, le nonce luy remonstra qu'il voyoit bien ne ponvoir 
rien gaigner sur luy, ains qu'il boucboit les oreilles aux salutaires 
admonitions et conseils de sadicte Sainctet^. Et le Roy, des« 
couvrant son intention, dit que resoluement il s'en iroit a son a 
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^P. le 15 da moia procbain, eiioore qu'il denst remfittre le oouroimement de 
XIX. la Boyne jasqaes aa moia d'octobre, et qu'il ne ponrroit tenir aadicte 
Majesty ny Yoetare Alteze pour amys si elles ne lay fBoaoientde braf 
quelqne d^moiiBtratioii, d'amyti^. Et siir rinterrogatioii da nonce, 
en quoy debvoit oonsister ladicie demonstration, le Boy dit tout plat 
que oe seroit k renvoyer ladicte prinoesse andict connestable, son pere, 
moyennant qnoy Ton poorroit aocommoder les affaires de Joilliera, et 
en tout cas, si la gaeire y continnoit, il fauldroit y envoyer de aa part 
que quattre mille bommes. D dit auasy que dans pen de jours il auroit 
nouyelles du S' de Preaux, encbarg^ de demander premierement 
ladicte prinoesse k Yostre Alteze de la part dudict connestable, son 
p^re, et en apr^ auasy de la sienne, comme protecteur et deffenaenr 
de la liberty de ses subjectz, ayee ferme opinion que Yostre Altese 
a'y accommoderoit^ ou que du moina elle clineroit les yeux pour 
laisser ^yader ladicte princesse bora de ses pays, dont il disoit 
qu'aucuns de ses ministres m'avoient fait ouYerture, et qu'il seroit 
bien que j'y tinsse la main. De tons lesquelz discours ledict nonce 
oonclud qu'il se £ftult tenir certain de la guerre, si ladicte princesse 
ne retoume en France, et que Ton ne doibt rien espargner k se 
pouryeoir en toute baste de forces suffisantes k contreoarr^ ladicte 
arm^e franfoise. 

J'ai discouru le jour d'bier fort amplement desdictes aflbires ayecq 
le Thre OoUon^ qui m^a dU qu^awi FasgueM demierei le roy de France 
estoii en si bonne volowU de fcwre eon eahU qu^U euei faoilemeni oubUe 
Umte affection envers ladicie princeeee^ ne fiU qu*eUe en eusi raUume le 
feu poA' $es lettree d luy eecriptes^ ou eUe le tratctoU d'epHheiet 
amoureuiXf comme de m<m ccsur^ mon cheodHer^ ei auUres eemhlahles^ 
H m*a dedairS en ouUre que ledict roffj eee joure paesSsy apree luy 
avoir longtemps parU du subiect de ladicie guerre^ luy a enfin cotrfeesS 
qu^U la feroit powr foMre renvoyer ladicie princesse en France^ de 
mani^ que ledid Fhre diet tout otwertemeni qu'il n^enfavU nvUemeni 
doubter^ mats cercher les remMes powr aiUer au^devaaU cTtm si gramd 
fitaZ, lesquek il disoit devoir estre prompie et souhdains^ et n*en tnmver 
aulire que de eommastder par Vostre AUese que ladicte princesse se 
retirast seoretemsnt en sa patrie. Sur quoy je luy all^goay tant de 
raisons consid^bles au oontnire, qu'enfin il me diet qu'il seroU 
doncq a dSsirer que Vostre AU^ze meU une puissante anrUe pour 
rSprvmer VimpetuasitS des desseingz de par de^ et disposer les affaires 
A quelque voye amiable, Et oe matin il rrCa secreiemeni faict tenir 
rescript aUani cy-jovnct^ par luy dressS la nuici^ pour monsirer que 
Vostre AU^ze^ en termes de conscience et d'hormeur^ se peuU rSsouldre 
a souffrir ladicte Schappade, Mais il Wi'sk fori instammeni faiet 
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wjpplier que^ pour Tamawr de Dieu et ckt hienpMUy je tmsse la main AFP. 
ven Voetre AU^ze, que cecy ne viervne a la eognoissa/nce du mondej adns . _^' 
que 9urtout le secret en soil hien gardS, J'ay dayantage apprins de 
lu/y que, la mdct p^nulti^me paesS, le roy de France, se levant du lict 
en suraauUf commamda tout auseitoet d^esorire OMdiet de Prea/u» par la 
paste, oomme il fut fiedt, quHl n'tuast de paroles brusques et tirantes d 
menaces dont il aooit este encJiargS k son partement d'icy, conune 
emasyfay seeu dudict Fhre que la royne de Framcefaict continu^lement 
prior Dieu en heaucoup de li&ux pieva, au desceu du Boy, qu^U le 
veutlle destoumer du dessemg de ladicte guerre, Ledict Fere Cotton 
rrCa dtt d^ahondant d^amoir auhnm&meftit resenty que lesdictz Estats des 
Provvnces-Unies n*ont pas d'eiwie de rompre a/oec nous, mats que 
dans peu de jours U nCen informera de plus prhs et au certain. 

La Mocqwnihre vient de me dire a VoreiUe que le roy de France luy 
a aussh donnS cUrement d. entendre, d son grand eetonnement, que 
ladicte princesse sera le suhiect de ladicte guerre, quetque peine qu^U 
dit a/ooir rendue pour Von desmouvoir, mesmes par remonstrance des 
forces que Vostre AU^ze peuU assembler en peu de temps, H m'a en 
onltre donn^ advis en confidence qu*U seroit fort A propos, et a son 
fttgem^nt nScessaire, que Vostre Alt^ze se reUrast au phis tost de 
BruxeUes en Anvers, ou en anltre Ueu stir, pour avoir seen de trhs-bonne 
part et acertes que le roy de France a dessemg defavre pStarder ladicte 
ville de BruxeUes, pour la swrprendre par grand nombre de cavaiUerief 
qu'Ufera marcher jour et nuict de la CapeUe en ThiSrache, disant n'y 
a/voir monts ny rvvikres qui lui puissent empescher le passage, et qn'an 
Teste U ewvoyera grande quantity dHnfanierie de Mazieres, par la 
rvvi^e de la Mouse, jusques d Namur, soit pour favoriser son exploict 
ou pour auUres attentaiz. Et protesta fort et ferme ledict la Boc^ 
qumi^e qu*il m'advertit de tout cecy et m^advertira encore d^aultres 
choses en faveur de la foy cathoUque, qui courra grand danger de se 
perdre, comme U dit, si nous tombons en guerre. 

Pecquius to the Archduke Albert, 

80 ayril 1610. 
Monseignenr, 

L'adyis qae j'ay donn£ k Yostre Alteze par mes demi^res du 

dessein dn roy tr^chrestien snr vostre yiUe de BruxeUes a depnia 

est^ fortifi£ par autre conforme donn6 k don Innigo de GardenaSy 

ensemble par un troisi^me du chanceUier de Valence (J), qui diet 

avoir apprins que le Bcjfaict estat d'aller jusques a Bruxelles, Et je 

ne s^ay si je m'abuserois de penser que le Boy pourroit estre incite 

k ce dessein pour pr^viuir ce que j'ay diet icy selon le cominande- t 
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APP. xnent de Yostre Alteze, qii^en cas de raptnre elle se tiendra ponr 
. ^^* , descharg^e et d^soblig^e de tenip plus la princesse de CJond^ en sa 
maison, et advisera de Tenvoyer li-part qn'il conviendra. A ce 
que Ton me diet, il y aura dans fort peu de jours mille et deux cens 
barquebusiers ^ cbeval d. Mazieres et es enyirons, et petit JL petit 
B^acbeminent lee autres gens de guerre vers le rendezrous, en appa- 
rence que I'arm^e se grossira fort, m'ayant est^ rapporte de bonne 
part qu'elle doibt couster au Boy quattre cens soixante mille escuz 
par mois. Je suis adverty d'aiUeurs que le roy de la Grande-Bre- 
taigne a respondu r&oluement & TambasBadeur de France qu'il n'a 
pas de subject de rompre avecq Sa Majesty catbolique ny avec 
Yostre Alteze. Les ambassadeurs des Estats des Provinces-Unies, 
en me rondant bier la visite, m'ont aussy parl6 en telle soite, comme 
s'ils affectionnoient et d&iroient ^ bon escient la manutention de 
nostre trefsre. 

Ge matin le nonce de Sa Sainctet6, resident en cette cour, m*a 
monstr^ lettre de celui resident ^ Prague, du 17 de ce mois, con- 
tenens que sa Majesty Imp^riale encline ^ prester roreille au party 
mentionn^ au commencement de mes lettres du premier de ce mois, 
dont Yostre Alteze a envoys extrait & don Baltbazar de ^uniga, et 
qu'il en espere fort bien ; lesquelles lettres ledict nonce a communis 
qu6es le jour d'bier au sieur de Yilleroy, qui recent aussy pareilles 
nouvelles de Prague, et confessa d'avoir cy-dcYant goust^ ledict 
party, quand ledict nonce et moy luy en avions parl^, mais que 
depuis estoit survenu grand accroissement d'aigreurs, par lesquelz 
la disposition de la volenti du Boy, son maistre, estoit cbang^ et 
qu'il falloit penser aux affaires de la princesse de Gond^ qu'il disoit 
estre de plus grande presse et consequence, usant de ces mots: 
*' Hi Varchiducq ne ckde a Vopiniastreie du Roy^ nous sommes tous 
perduz.* 

Pour fairo valloir Texp^dient contenu es demieres et autres 
lettres de Yostre Alteze, h, 89aYoir que le connestable rende peine 
d'induire le prince, son gendre, k consentir que ladicte princesse 
Boit renvoy^e en la maison de luy connestable, ce que Yostre 
Alteze, estant requise d'y tenir la main, le fera yolontiers, et en 
sorte que Ton pourra recognoistre qu*il ne tiendra aucunement k 
elle que ledict connestable ne re9oiYe ce contentement que de re- 
voir sa fille, j'ay estim^ qu*il seroit k propos d'en parler au cbaiice> 
lier, qui gouveme le connestable, afin d'acbeminer cette pratique 
avecq tant plus de poids. Et de fait je viens d'en traitter avecq 
luy, qui, apr^s une tros-grande et tres-fervente demonstration de 
d^^irer quelque voye convcnable a escbever la guerre, dont il disoii 
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que Ton va porter le flambeau ardent en toute la direstiennet^, s'il aPP. 
ne plaist a Vostre Alteze TestoufiTer en se faisant quitte de la mar- ^ ^^^' 
cbandise qu'elle a en d^post, m'a demand^ et conjur6 de luy dire, 
en minis tre afifectionne a la paix et au bien commun, si je crojois 
qu*il J eust apparence de pouvoir induire ledict prince audict con- 
sentqment, disant que ce seroit la meilleure et pi as salutaire oenvre 
qui ajt est^ faite de cent ans. Jo luy diz que le connestable n'en 
debvoit pas desesp^rer, puisqu'il croyt que ledict prince ne poi-te 
point d'afiection a ladicte princesse, et que Vostre Alteze a desji 
promise de ne la jamais forcer k se remettre en sa oompagnie. Le 
cbancelier retourna k me prior de luy declarer, soubs promesse do 
silence, si Vostre . Alteze en avoit quelque opinion, et par quelz 
mojrens. Je respondiz qu'elle ne m*en eust pas escrit si elle eust 
tenue la chose pour desesp^r^e, et qu'sl mon jugement Ton debvoit 
embrasser ce mojen, puisque Ton tenoit celuy dn procfes de divorce 
pour trop long. Et sur sa demande consequemment faite, comment 
se debvroit acbeminer cet expedient, et si Vostre Alteze vouldroit 
bien prendre la peine de faire addresser les lettres dudict connes- 
table audict prince, en les envoyant ouvertes a iceluy, et en quel 
temps Ton en pourroit avoir la response, je luy diz estimer que 
Vostre Alteze feroit volontiers tenir la main a la seure addresse 
desdictes lettres, et feroit au reste toas bons offices pour en obtenir 
quelqae bonne r6ussie, avecq apparence d*avoir bientost response 
aux lettres par la poste. Puis il me proposa si Vostre Alteze ne 
vouldroit promectre d'escrire audict prince qu*^ faulte de sondict 
consentement ou de response end^ans bref jour, elle ne pourra plus 
retenir ladicte princesse a luy redem'andee par justice, ains la ren- 
voyera en Fi'anco. Et sur ma response que je ne croyois pas que 
cela ce peust ou deust faire, il me demanda si les Espagnols seroient 
contens que ledict prince prestast son consentement audict renvoy. 
A laquelle demande je m'excusay de respondre catt^goriquement, 
disant seulement esp^rer que Sa Majesty ne trouveroit j^ mauvais, 
ains auroit pour agr^ables les offices que Vostre Alteze feroit en 
cost endroit. La-dessus il me dit ces mots : * Je m'en vay doncques 
y mettre la main tout k Tbeure,' et me pria derecbef d'y coop^rer 
en toute diligence, disant estimer que je debvois s9avoir davantage 
que je ne voulois dire. 

II me demanda en apres que Ton feroit cependant des affaires de 
Juilliers, et, sur ma response qu'il y avoit bonnes nouvelles de 
Prague, il r^pliqua qu'il fauldroit songer a des moyens qui peussent 
tenir les cboses en alte. Je le priay de s'esclercir sur les moyens 
qu*il jugeoit y estre plus propres. Et il me respondit que non^ y , 
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APP, penserions k loisir, niaifl qn'en tout cas il falloit que Vostre Altezc 
. ^^^^' ^ D© feist pas de semblant, nj de demonstration de vouloir empescher 
le passage par ses pays a Tarm^e fraD9oise, porce qae ce seroit tout 
gaster. Et sar ce point, estant fort presse de s'en aller an coiiseil 
qni Tattendoit, il me dit avecq beanconp d'ardear et courtoisie qn*il 
no manqueroit de mettre incontinent en oenvre ce qae noas avioDS 
traitte, s*il estoit en son ponvoir, Je luy demanday si, aprea tant 
de poursuytes et sollicitations miennes, Ton ne feroit jamais la fin 
da renonvellement de la neutrality des deox Bourgoignes, et le 
priay .de m'en donner nne response absolue. II respondit amiable- 
ment : * Noos ferons cela et encores bien d'antres cboses raeilleuT-es, 
voire plus d*amyti6 qu'il n*y east jamais entre nous, si nous ponvons 
trouver moyen d'accommoder Tafiaire de ladicte princesse.' 

The Archdukes to Pecg^dus. 

(hinutb.) 

3 mai 1610. 

Cher et feal, nons venons de reoepvoir vostre demiere du xxx« du 
mois passe, et respondans anx demandes que vons a faict le cban- 
cclier de France, vous disons qae nons ne shannons sinon appronver 
que le connestable escripre an prince de Cond6, afin de permectre 
qne la princesse, sa fille, se retire cbez luy durant le proces de di- 
vorce qu'elle pr6tend d*intenter, et qne nons croyong que, pour la 
raison par vons allegu^e audict cbancelier, il y consentira ; qne nona 
nous cbargcrons de sa lettre et de luy en procurer response, qn'il 
ponrra avoir dans quinze jours a plus iarder dez le jour qn'elle 
partira d*icy; qne nons accompagnerons volontiera sadicte lettre 
d'une nostre et de tons bons offices a mesme fin et effect ; et qne 
Rnalement nous nons faisons fortz qae les Espagnolz n*empescberont 
que ledict prince y consente, mais qu*il {amU que ledict connestable 
doibt adviser de Iny donner assenrance qne ladicte princesse s'y 
tiendra, en sorte qu*il ne luy sera donn6 aulcun snbiect de s'en 
ponvoir ontrager, parce qn*il n'y a rien qui plus le pnisse et doibve 
amadouer et mouvoir k prester ledict consentement. Et d'aultant 
qn^ayans icy faict proposer aux S" de Bemy et de Preanx qne Ton 
se r6f6ra k la declaration du pape ou ladicte princesse sera seqnes- 
tree devant ledict proces sur divorce, ilz n'y ont vonln entendre, 
nostre intention est que vous en traictiez par de<^ avecq ledict 
cbancellier et aultres principaulx ministres dn Roy, et taschiez de 
les en faire gouster comme d'nng expedient assez propre et le plus 
conrt qui soit k la main, puisque Ton rejecte tant Iprpoureujte de la 

digitized by 



APPENDIX XIX. 



419 



cause du divorce par le long traict de temps qu'elle semble requdrir, 
sans lesqnoUes tontesfois nons ne pouvons laisser partir d'avecq 
nous ladicte princesso, comma vous S9ayez. 



APP. 
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XX. 

Despatches and documents from the Papers at Simaucas. 

Thd King of Spain to Don Inigo de Gardends, 



Por una de v*" cartas de los 
30 de x^*« he visto el cuydado 
que & ese rey le dava ver el 
principe de Conde en Flandes, 
las diligencias que haze por que 
bnelba, y lo demas que acerca 
desto dezis y aviays hecho ; y * 
he holgado mucho de entenderle 
y la prudencia y ascertamiento 
con que procedeys ; y aviendose 
el dicho priucipe querido ampa- 
rar de mi, no por oesa de su ser- 
vicio ni ofifensa de su rey, sino 
por guarder su honra, en caso 
tan grave no puedo dexar do 
admitirle y favorezerle en esta 
ocasion, y assi escrivo & nuntio 
lo haga, y no oonsienta que sele 
haga biolencia en nada; pero 
sera bien que digays A esc rey, 
quando y como mejor os pare- 
ciere, que esto se haze por saver 
que el principe es de su sangre, 
y tener ocasion d« ser yo media- 
nero entre los dos, por lo que 
deseo su gusto y quietud ; y que, 
si no lo hiziera assi, me pareciera 



January 22, 1610. 

By one of your letters, of the 
thirtieth of December, I have 
learned the concern which it has 
given to the King [of France] 
to see the Prince de Cond6 in 
Flanders, the measures which he 
is taking to procure his return, 
and all that you have said and 
done thereupon ; it has given me 
much pleasure to find with what 
prudence and ability you have 
acted. The said Prince having 
claimed my protection, not that 
he might desert the service of 
his own Sovereign, or with a 
view to affront him, but for the 
preservation of his own honour, 
I cannot, in so grave a case, 
refuse to receive and to counte- 
nance him on this occasion. 
Accordingly I have written to 
my Envoy to do this, and not to 
suffer any violence to be dono 
to him ; but it will be well for 
you to say to the King, in the 
time and manner which shall 
seem to yon most fitting, that I 



> Against these words, in the margin, 
is DiTitten the word zifra (cypher), which 
leads to the conjecture that from this 
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point to the end the despatch was in- 
tended to be written in cypher. 



Digitized by 



Google 



420 



UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS. 



APP. 
XX. 



que faltava i la amistad j her- 
mandad que con el tengo ; j por 
esta causa be holgado de que se 
baja i aqnellos estados. Y de 
lo que os respondiere me avisa- 
r6is, advirtiendo que el dicho 
principe me ayis6 que esta con 
resolucion de no bolver & Fran- 
cia en yida de ese rey, por la poca 
seguridad que tiene de sua pro- 
mesas, antes desea emplearse en 
mi servicio, y me pide le reciba 
debaxo de mi protection, y yo lo 
bago de buena guerra, por que lo 
que conviene es que no se con- 
cierte con ese rey por la poca 
segaridad que se puede tener de 
BUS piomesas, y que no reco- 
no9e ni agrada9e ninguna bue- 
na obra, antes, como sabeys, sin 
respecto de la paz y amistad, ha 
becbo y haze lo que le esta bien ; 
y assi escrivo al conde de Ano- 
ber, que queda en lugar del 
marq" de Guadaleste, que con 
mucbo secrete lo encamine con 
el principe ; vos os corresponde- 
reys con el y le yreys avisando 
de lo que se fnere ofreciendo, 
que yo le ordeno baga lo mismo 
con vos. 



am acting thus because I know 
that the Prince is of his blood, 
and that I may seize the occa- 
sion of offering myself as a medi- 
ator between the two, from a 
desire for his satisfaction and 
tranquillity ; and that if I were 
not to act thus, it would seem 
to me that I was wanting in 
the friendship and brotherhood 
which bind me to him ; and on 
this account I am pleased that 
Conde has come into these 
estates. You will let me know 
his reply, remarking that the 
said Prince has told me that he 
has resolved not to return into 
France during the lifetime of 
this King, for the little security 
that there can be in his promises, 
but to employ himself in my 
service ; and has requested me 
to receive him under my pro- 
tection ; which I do readily, 
because what is clear is that he 
does not agree with this King, 
because of the small confidence 
which it is possible to have in 
his promises, and that he never 
shows any recognition of or 
gratitude for any kindness, but, 
on the contrary, as you know, 
without respect for peace or 
friendship, has done and con- 
tinues to do wliatever is for his 
own advantage. I am also 
writing to the Conde de Anovar, 
who occupies the place of the 
Marquis de Guadaleste, to mft- 
nage this in great secrecy with 
the Prince ; you will communi- 
cate with him, and inform him 
of wliatever may occur a I will 
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send him orders to do the 
with yon. 

Report of the Session of the Spanish Cotmoil of State, 
February 13, 1610. 



APP. 
XX. 



(extbaot.) 



Senor, 
Las cartas qne V. M* a visto 
de los senores archidnques Al- 
berto J Leopoldo, marqneses de 
Guadaleste j Spinola, principo 
de Conde j don Ynigo de Car- 
denas, contienen en snma lo qne 
se signe: 

El senor archidnqne Alberto 
dize qne, por qne don Ynigo de 
Cardenas abra avisado d Y. M^ 
de la retirada del principe de 
Conde i aqnellos estados, dira 
solo como en entrando en ellos 
le pidid lieencia para yr i Brn- 
selasyse la did solo paralapnn- 
cessa, sn mnger, por no dar oca- 
sion de qnexa al rey de Francia, 
y el passd adelante, y embiandole 
el dieho rey d pedir qne se le en- 
tregasse, se escnsd eon qne le 
hayia mandado saHr de sns es- 
tados, qne el dieho principe se 
fne d Colonia y de alii se vino a 
Bmselas, porqne el rey de Fran- 
cia le embid d dezir qne qneria 
mas tenerle alii qne en otra 
parte. 



El senor archidaqne Leopoldo 
refiere en carta de 14 dez* de Ju- 
lieres qne la semana passada le 



Sire, 

The letters which your Ma- 
jesty has seen from the Lords 
Archdukes Albert and Leopold, 
the Marquesses de Gaudaleste 
and Spinola, the Prince de 
Conde, and Don Liigo de 
Cardenas, contain in sum as 
follows : 

The Lord Archduke Albert 
writes that Don Inigo de Car- 
denas having advised your Ma- 
jesty of the retirement of the 
Prno9 de Cond6 into these es- 
tates, he will merely say that 
upon bis entrance the Prince re- 
quested permission to go to 
Brussels, which was granted 
only to the Princes?, his wife, to 
avoid giving occasion of com- 
plaint to the King of France ; 
that the Prince passed on, and 
that the said King having sent 
to demand his extradition, the 
Archduke excused himself by 
saying that he had ordered him 
to leave his estates, that the 
said Prince had fled to Cologne, 
and from thence had come to 
Brussels, because the King of 
France had sent to say that he 
had rather know that he was 
there than elsewhere. 

The Lord Archduke Leopold 
reports in his letter of the four- 
teenth of December, frospKJu* t 
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APP. havia llegado alii nn hnesped 
^^- que nnnca sperava, es d saber el 
principe de Gonde, qne bavia 
saJido de Francia con sa mnger 
J muy pocos criados, j la causa 
haver pnesto el rey de Francia 
k>s ojos en la princessa, sa mnger, 
para aprovecharse della, amena- 
sandole con prision, que havia 
llegado alii con mncha pesa- 
dnmbre de sn alma, j dioho la 
necessidad en qne estava j qne 
tenia resolncion de no holyer d 
Francia en vida deste rey, y de 
vivir y morir en servicio de V. 
M^ 6 de la casa de Austria, y assi 
le pidi6 encomendasse sn pro- 
tecion i V. M<* para qne le re- 
eiviesse debazo de sn amparo, y 
qne, no desgustandose V. M^ 
dello, estava resnelto de presen- 
tarse en propria persona ante 
V. M* qne le ve qne esta muy 
offendido de sn rey, y que jamas 
se . . . . de tan grande indi- 
gnidad ; y supplica el S®' archi- 
duque & V. M** le avise de lo que 
le a de responder. 



El marqnis de Onadaleste acer- 
ta que el principe de Conde em- 
1»6 de Landresi, pays de Enos, 
nn criado con carta al S' archi« 
dnqne Alberto, acusandole de sn 
Ilegada y de la princesa, sn 
mnger, que Su Alt* no le qniso 

ver la carta por no encontrar 

se con el rey de Francia, y le 
remitd al dnque de . . . , gover- 



liers, that last week there ar- 
rived an unexpected guest, 
namely, the Prince de Condc, 
who had left France with his 
wife and a very few servants, 
because the King of France had 
cast his eyes upon the Princess, 
his wife, to have his will of her, 
threatening him with imprison- 
ment; that he had come in much 
trouble of mind, had made known 
the necessity under which he was 
placed, and declared his deter- 
mination not to return into 
France during the lifetime of 
this King, bnt to live and die in 
the service of your Majesty or of 
the House of Austria ; that ho 
besought the Archduke to re- 
commend him to the protection 
of yonr Majesty, to be received 
under yonr shield, adding that 
if your Majesty did not disap- 
prove, he was rt solved to pre- 
sent himself in person before 
yonr Majesty, who will see how 
much he has been injured by his 
own Sovereign, and that he [can] 
never [forget] so great an in- 
dignity ; to all which the Arch- 
duke beseeches yonr Majesty to 
let him know what he mnst 
reply. 

The Marqnis de Guadaleste 
declares, that the Prince de 
Cond6 sent from Landrecy, in 
the Province of Hainanlt, a 
servant with a letter to the 
Lord Archduke Albert, to ac- 
quaint him with his arrival, and 
that of the Princess, his wife ; 
that his Highness wonld not 
look at ... . the letter, that he 
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oador de aquel pays, qae Inego 
lleg6 nn archero de parte del 
dicho rey, pidiendo & Su Alt* se 
mandasse entregar las personas 
del principe y de todos los que 
con el yban, con termino arro- 
gante, y Su Alt* se escnso con 
dezir que le bavia pedido passo 
para Breda y se le havia dado ; 
qne otro dia fa6 el embaxador de 
tVancia & Marimont, donde bavia 
llegado el capitan de la guarda 
de aquel rey, y entrambos pro- 
curaron que Su Alt* mandasse 
darles al principe y los que le 
acompanavan, sin nombrar d la 
princessa, y les respondid que ya 
havia movido deste parte per su 
tierra y en 'su . , . ; que el mar- 
quis le bavia supplicado se ser- 
viesse de amparar al principe, 
pues la ocasion de su bonra y 
que el rey de Francia amparava 
en sureyno todos los delinquentes 
de E8pan% y de alii que por 
buenas obras no se ganava nada 
col el, y que, si sabria usar de 
aquella ocasion podria ser de 
mucbo. . . . 



El principe de Conde scrive & 
V. M* que baviendole sido .... 
por la salud de su vida y de su 
bonra, salrr de Francia, no a po- 
dido escusar de dar cuenta dello 



migbt not embroil bimself with apP. 
the King of France, but referred XX. 
it to the Due de [Arschot], 
governor of that province ; that 
forthwith arrived an archer on 
the part of the said King, de- 
manding arrogantly of his High- 
ness that there should be de- 
livered to him the persons of 
the Prince and of all those that 
accompanied him ; that his High- 
ness excused himself by saying 
that the Prince having asked 
leave to pass through on his way 
to Breda, he had granted it to 
him; that the other day the 
ambassador of France was at 
Marimont, where had arrived 
also the captain of the guard of 
the said King, and that both of 
them importuned his Highness 
to deliver to them the Prince 
and those who accompanied him, 
without naming the Princess; 
he replied to them that he had 
already left for his territory and 
in his . . . ; that the Marquis 
had entreated him to afford 
shelter to the Prince, since it 
was a question that touched his 
honour, and that the King of 
France sheltered in his realm all 
the criminals of Spain; that 
moreover by good offices nothing 
was gained with this King, but 
tliat if good use were made of 
this occasion, it might be of 
much [service]. . . . 

The Prince de Cond6 writes 
to your Majesty, that having 
been compelled, in order to save 
his life and his honour, to leave 
France, he cannot excuse him« 
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APP. 4 V. M* y hazer testimonio de 
^^- , qnanta reconoscido esta de la 
mnclia honra que a recivido de 
loR ministroB de V. M**, & qnirn 
snpplica hnmilmente que, nsando 
de sa acostnmbrada cleraencia 
reciya debaxo de sn protection 
aquellos aflBigidos, como lo espe- 
rava de la grandeza de V. M^, 
siendo, como es, el mayor rey 
del mundo, y remitiendose & los 
marqneses Spinola y Guadalcste 
que representaran i V. M^par- 
ticnlarmente sns actiones y la 
affection qne tiene d sn real 
flervicio snpplica a V. M* tenga 
por bien de creerle. 



El Marqnes Spinola apnnto lo 
mismo que dicho el de Guada- 
leste. . . . 

Don Ynigo de Cardenas re- 
fiere que se le dizen es grande 
el cuydado que al rey de Francia 
le da ver el principe de Gond^ en 
Flandes. . . . 

Y haviendose yisto todolo sus- 
dicbo en el consejo . . . , se vot(5 
en la forma que se signe : 

El comm**' mayor de Leon: 
que, segun lo que se colige de 
que en Flandes havia y inclina- 
cion y deseo de acordar el prin- 
cipe de Gonde con el rey de 
Francia, y la embazada que el 
en)bi6 ultiraamente al S***" ar- 
chid® para que se le entrogasse, 
6, por lo menos, le ecbasse de 



self from rendering account, of 
this to your Majesty, and from 
showing his gratitude for the 
great bonour whicb be bas re- 
ceived from your Majesty's 
ministers ; he bumbly beseeches 
you, that, using your accustomed 
clemency, you would receive 
under your protection these 
afflicted persons ; it is what be 
hopes from the greatness of your 
Majesty, whom be regards as the 
greatest sovereign in the world ; 
and referring himself to the 
Marquises Spinola and Guada- 
leste, who will represent par- 
ticularly to your Majesty bis 
actions and the affection whicb 
be bas for your Koyal service, 
be beseeches your Majesty to 
deign to believe him. 

The Marquis Spinola makes re- 
port to the same effect as the afore- 
said Marquis de Guadaleste. . . . 

Don Inigo de Cardenas re- 
ports that it is commonly ru- 
moured that J^be King of France 
is in great concern at finding 
that the Prince de Cond6 is in 
Flanders. . . . 

And all the above having been 
reviewed in council . . . . , votes 
were pronounced to the following 
effect : 

The Commendador Mayor of 
Leon: According to what be 
gathers from Flanders of the 
inclination and desire there is to 
reconcile the Prince de Conde 
with the King of France, and of 
the embassy which the latter bas 
sent to the Lord Archduke to 
urge that the Prince may be 
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sas estados 7 le embiase a la 
priscesa, esta bien lo que se ba 
ordenado acerca de la retirada 
del principe & Milan, y solo 
qneda si se le podria ajndar con 
algnna cosa para la joi*nada y 
despacbar correo al S^ arcbiduq. 
con el dupplic^® del despacbo 
que llev6 el ultimo correndo, y 
siendo la causa de las amenazas 
de Toturas tan injusta como es, 
no entregarle un bombre que no 
solo no le a offendido, pero a 
sido for^ado retirarse, huyendo 
de la yiolencia con qne le queria 
quitar la bonra; en caso tan 
grave, no puede creer que sea 
8u intento bazer lo que dize, siuo 
que piensa que, mediante aque- 
llas bravatas, a de salir con lo 
que pretende ; . . . Y por eso con- 
viene que el principe de Conde 
saJga de Flandes y no vaya i 
Itoma, sino a Milan, pues el 
S"" arcbiduqne cumplird con 
ecbarle de sus estados, y no ser4 
cosa nueva ampararle V. M*, pues 
el Emperador, nuestro senor. de 
gloriosa memoria, en tiempo del 
rey Francisco, ampard al duquo 
de Borbon, y le fi6 su exercito ; 
al S' arcbiduqne serd bien scri- 
vir con resolution que V. M* 
quiere que el Conde se passe d 
Milan, por la obligacion que le 
corre de ampararle en causa tan 
justa, baviendose querido valer 
de su protection, porque assi 
como no es bien bazer supercbe- 
ria, lo es no sufrirla ; y lo serd 
ayisar al conde de Castro de lo 
que se baze para que, si el papa 
le bablare en ello, le muestre la 



given up to bim, or at least be APP. 
driven from bis estates, and tbe ^_ ^ ' 
Princesse be sent to bim, be 
tbinks tbe arrangement a good 
one wbicb bas been made for tbe 
retirement of tbe Prince to Mi- 
lan; and only wisbes to know 
wbetber it be possible to belp 
bim in any way on bis journey, 
and to send a courier to tbe Lord 
Arcbduke, witb a duplicate of 
tbe despatcb wbicb arrived by 
tbe last messenger; and since 
tbe cause of tbe tbreatonings of 
a rupture is so unjust, be would 
not deliver up a man wbo not 
only bas not offended, but bas 
been forced to witbdraw bimself 
to avoid tbe violence wbicb was 
sougbt to be done to bis bonour. 
In so grave a case be cannot 
beb'eve that tbe King of France 
can intend to do wbat be says, 
but believes tbat be tbinks to 
obtain by sucb bravado as tbis 
tbat to wbicb be aspires. For 
these reasons be is of opinion 
tbat tbe Prince de Conde should 
leave Flanders, and should not 
go to Rome, but to Milan. 
Thus the Lord Arcbduke will 
sncceed in getting bim to leave 
bis estates ; and it will not be a 
new thing for bim to be protected 
by your Majesty, since tbe Empe- 
ror, our Lord, of glorious memory, 
in the time of King Francis, 
protected tbe Due de Bourbon, 
and entrusted bim witb tbe 
command of bis army. It would 
be well to write to the Lord 
Archduke to the effect that your 
Majesty bas resolved that tbe 
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APP. justificacion con que V. M* pro- 
XX. cede ; j d don Ynigo de Carde- 
nas se podrd scrivir que procure 
tender las particularidades del 
yntento de los huguenotes, que 
haze el condestable Memorausi, 
suegro del de Conde, y sus 
deudos J amigos, y avise le todo ; 
y, aunque sea assi todo lo que a 
dicho, todavia le pareco que 
conviene prevenir el estado de 
Milan lo necessario para su de- 
fensa, y aca prover les fortalczas 
que caen & la fronteira de Fran- 
cia de lo que an menester para 
su seguridad, y dar priessas & 
la milicia, porquo el saver que 
todo esta arecavedo (?) le hard 
perder el deseo de aoomctcrlos 
y la esperan^a salir con su yn- 
tento* 



El duque de Lerma: que V. 
M^ no puedo ncgar su asistencia 
y favor al principe de Conde, en 
causa tan pia y jusiificada, pues 
no a heoho offensa d su rey, ni 
pudo usar de tcrniino do mayor 



Prince de Cond^ shall pass on to 
Milan ; both because yon feel 
bound to protect in so jnst a 
cause a man who has sought your 
protection, and because it is un- 
becoming either to employ or to 
endure dictation. It would be 
well also to advise the Count de 
Castro of what has been done, 
in order that, if the Pope should 
mention the matter to hini, he 
may be able to show the justice 
of your Majesty's proceedings. 
Don Inigo de Cardenas should 
be instructed to procure par- 
ticular information of the in- 
tentions of the Huguenots, of 
the course which may be taken 
by the Conn^table de Mont- 
morency, father-in-law of the 
Prince de Conde, and his kins- 
folk and friends ; and to send 
word of everything. And, while 
doing all this, it would be 
well to furnish the Stat« of 
Milan with all that is necessary 
for its defence; and in this 
country to provision the for- 
tresses which are on the frontier 
of France with all that is ne- 
cessary for complete security ; 
and to press on the levies for the 
army, in order that the King of 
France, when he finds all these 
precautions taken, may give up 
the wish to attack us, and the 
hope of succeeding in his design. 
The Duke of Lerma said that 
your Majesty could not possibly 
refuse your assistajice and favour 
to the Prince de Cond^ in a 
cause so pious and just ; not only 
has he not wronged his King, 
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respecto que huyr de su yiolencia 
por no recevir una deshonra tan 
grande que no abra Frances que 
no lo tenga por justo, j por 
injusto lo que aquel Bey a 
hecho. . . . Y assi d esfco no ay 
que responder sino poner, como 
a dicho el comm^'' mayor, en 
orden los fix)nteros y milicia. A 
don Ynigo de Cardenas se deven 
dar gracias por no aver querido 
entrar en platica con el rey de 
Francia sobre lo del principe de 
Conde, y del cuydado con que 
procura penetrar lo que passa, 
y avisar de lo que conviene al 
conde de Anober, y encargarle 
tenga muy buena correspon- 
dencia con el, y el dicho conde 
que tenga lo mismo con don 
Ynigo, y que pregnnte al prin- 
cipe de Conde de que persona 
suya se podrd fiar don Ynigo en 
Paris, de quien tenga entera 
confian^a. . . . Parecelemuybien 
que se despache correo & Flandes 
con el dupp** del ultimo des- 
pacho y declaracion de la volun- 
tad de V. M^, y que se avise al 
conde de Fuentes de todo, y se 
le encargue mncbo que, llegando 
alU el principe de Conde, lo 
reciva, honre y acaricie. . . . 



El condestable do Castilla : . . . 
El principe de Conde es la se- 
gunda persona en Francia, dcs- 



but he could not possibly employ XVP. 
a more respectful mode of pro- XX 
ceeding than to withdraw from 
his violence, lest he should sus- 
tain a dishonour so great that 
there is no other Frenchman 
who would not hold him justi- 
fied, and that which the King 
has done unjust. . . . He can 
but urge, like the Commendador 
Mayor, that the frontiers and the 
army be put in readiness. Don 
Inigo de Cardenas should be 
thanked for refusing to nego- 
tiate with the King of France 
on the subject of the Prince de 
Cond6, and for the care with 
which he is obtaining infor- 
mation of what goes on and 
keeping the Count d' Anovar in- 
formed of it. He should be re- 
commended to keep up a close 
correspondence with him, and 
the Count aforesaid with Don 
Inigo ; he should request the 
Prince de Cond^ to designate 
some one, enjoying his entire 
confidence, whom Don Inigo 
may trust at Paris. . . . It seems 
very good to despatch a courier 
to Flanders with the duplicate 
of the last despatch and decla- 
ration of your Majesty's plea- 
sure; at all events the Count 
de Fuentes must be informed, 
and strict injunctions given him 
that on the arrival of the Prince 
de Cond6, he should receive 
him, honour and compliment 
him. . . . 

The Constable of Castillo: . . . 
The Prince do Conde is the 
second personage in France, after , 
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APP. pues del Delfin, y esto el amparo 
^^X. de V. M*, el apoyo del partido 
de los bugaenots, la an tori dad j 
adberencias de su snegro, es 
cauRa de poner en caydado al 
rey de Francia ; y unque no sea 
motivo bastante para romper, los 
reyes passados, quando a faavido 
inqaietud en aqnel Reyno, an 
tornado por remedio el echar la 
gnerra fuera del, porquo con esto 
se ocupan los ociosos y in- 
quietos, y mudan de pensa- 
miento. . . . Lo resuelto esta muy 
bien, pues importa libertad de 
los reynos, ni por gentileza de 
rey puede V. M*, desamparar al 
prlncipe de Conde, annqne en 
ampararle no bnviera las con* 
yeniencias que puede haver. . . . 



El duque de Infantado : que 
siempre crey(5 que avia de dar 
cuydado al rey de Francia la re- 
tirada del principe de Conde, y 
tanto mas no teniendo otra culpa 
que buyr do su violencia, action 
que nadie puede condenar .... 
de bravatas no haze csisso, pues 
no es yerissimill que quiera 
mover guerra por causa tan in- 



justa. 



El duque de Alburquerque se 
conformd con el comendador 
major de Leon, y con el duque 
de Lerma. 

V. M* lo mandard ver y pro- 
veer lo que mas fuere servido. 



the Dauphin ; and the protection 
of your Majesty, the support of 
the Huguenot party, the au- 
thority and connections of bis 
father-in-law, furnish cause of 
trouble to the King of France. 
There is no suffident ground 
here for a rupture ; but former 
sovereigns, when affairs have 
been unsettled in that kingdom, 
have sought relief by recourse to 
foreign wars, in order to find 
occupation for the idle and un- 
quiet spirits among their subjects^ 
and to divert the course of their 
thoughts. . . . The resolution is 
an excellent one, for it con- 
cerns the liberty of these realms ; 
nor could royal courtesy permit 
your Majesty to withdraw your 
protection from the Prince de 
Conde, whatever inconvenience 
may result from protecting bim. . . 

The Duke de I'lnfantado : Has 
always been of opinion that the 
retirement of the Prince de 
Cond6 was enough to disquiet 
the King of France, and all the 
more since he is guilty of no 
fault but flight from violence, an 
act which none can condemn. . . . 
He makes no account of bra- 
vadoes, since it is not likely that 
there can be any intention of 
making war in so unjust a 
cause. 

The Duke d' Alburquerque 
agrees with the Commendador 
Mayor of Leon, and witb the 
Duke of Lerma. 

Your Majesty will give orders 
for the seeing and providing 
what further may please you. 
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Instructions sent to Dim Inigo de Ca/i'denas hy the King of Spain, 



Quedo entendido todo lo que 
dezis en algunas de vnestras car- 
tas, de los 27 y 28 del pasado, 
a proposito de las cosas del prm- 
cipe de Conde, j agradezco os 
mncbo la puntnalldad con que 
me ayisajs de lo que en ellas se 
ofrece, el no aver qnerido entrar 
en platica con ese rey sobresta 
materia, j el cnydado con que 
procurays penetrar lo que passe 
y advertir de lo que couviene al 
conde de Anover, que todo me 
ha parecido muy bien, y os en- 
cargo lo continuays, y que assi 
mismo ha gays las diligencias 
possibles para entender las par- 
ticular! dades del intento de los 
ugonotes, y de lo que hazen el 
condestable Memoransi, suegro 
del de Conde, y sus deudos y 
amigos, porque hast a ahora no 
se sabe que tengays inteligencia 
con ninguno dellos; y en lo 
demas, he resuelto que el prin- 
cipe de Conde saiga de Flandes, 
y que ne vaya d Roma, sino a 
Milan, por la obligacion que me 
corre de ampararle en causa tan 
justa, aviendose querido valer de 
mi protecion ; y en esta oonfor- 
midad escrivo, sobre ello, al archi- 
duque .... para que lo haga 
poner luego en execucion, pues 
el cumplir con hecharle de sus 
estados. Vos, siguiendo la opi- 
nion que teneys, mostrar^ys de- 
sear mu(5ho la composicion, y, de 
Bccreto, proeurarois lo contrario, 



XX. 



February 21, 1610. 

I have heard all that you say APP. 
in your letters of the 27th and ^^ 
28th ult. on the subject of the 
affairs of the Prince de Cond6. 
I am much obhged to you for 
the punctuality with which you 
keep me informed of all therein 
contained, for not having entered 
into discussion with the King on 
this matter, and for the care you 
are taking in finding out all that 
passes, and keeping the Count 
d*Anovar informed of what is 
necessary. All this seems to me 
veiy good, and I charge you to 
continue this course. You will 
also use all diligence to learn 
particularly the intentions of the 
Huguenots, and the purpose of 
the Connetable Montmorency, 
father-in-law of the Prince de 
Conde, and of his family and 
friends, for it is not yet known 
whether you are in commu- 
nication with them. For the 
rest, I have determined that the 
Prince de Conde shall leave 
Flanders, and go, not to Eome, 
but to Milan; for I am obliged 
to protect, in so just a cause, a 
man who has expressed his 
desire to put himself under my 
protection ; conformably to this I 
have written to the Archduke 
on the subject to act at once ; 
he will thus have compelled him 
to leave his estates. You, in 
accordance with the opinion you 
express, will appear to 
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APP. por los medios y tra^ que me 
J^^\^ prometo de vuestra pmdeneia y 
manera; y yr6y8 dandome 
qnenta may amenudo de lo que 
ftiere ocmrieiido, y, en caso que 
OS hablaren apretadamente de 
parte deste rey sobre lo del en- 
tregar al dicho pnncipe, podr^ys 
responder lo que desseays la 
composiciou, pero que lo demas 
seria cosa nunca vista, major- 
mente no estando capitulado en 
la paz que se hubiesen de en- 
tregar los subditos de una parte 
^ otra, y i esto anadireys que 
no haya habido hombre de aca 
a quien este rey no aya recivido 
y amparado hasta los traydores, 
y que, quando se le ban hablado 
en esto, ha respondido que no 
puede faltar d sus amigos. 



much an accommodation, and in 
secret you will labour in the op- 
posite direction by the ways and 
means which I promise myself 
from your prudence and skill; 
and you will render me a very 
minute account of all that oc- 
curs ; and in case the delivering 
up of the Prince should be urged 
upon you in behalf of the King, 
you can reply that you desire an 
accommodation ; but that to do 
more would be a thing unheard 
of, especially as there is no sti- 
pulation in the treaty for the 
delivery of the subjects of the 
one country to the other. You 
wiU add that there has never 
been a man flying from here 
whom this King has not taken 
uoder his protection, even 
traitors, and that when it has 
been mentioned to him, he has 
replied that he could not fail his 
friends. 



Do7i Inigo de Cardenas to the King of Spain, 



(kxtbact.) 



P^s, March 14, 1610. 



.... Pero dcxando las cosas 
de estado a una parte, mirando 
solo a la voluntad, temo tanto la 
pasion do amores y beo 4 este 
i-ey tan ciego y tan arrosado 
por la princesa de Conde, que no 
so que dezia a V. M<*, y si alio 
muchas razones para tener por 
segura la paz mirando las cosas 
en i*azon de estado, alio mucbas 
mas para tener por cierta la 
guerra en razon de amores. . . , 
Y sino vee a V. M** pi'cvcuido, y 



.... But, setting aside ques- 
tions of State policy, and looking 
only at his personal inclination, 
I am so a&aid of the passion of 
love, and I can see that this King 
is so blinded and so infatuated for 
the Princesse de Conde, that I 
know not what to say to your 
Majesty about it ; and if I And 
many reasons for holding peace 
to be secure in looking at affairs 
on the ground of policy, I find 
many more for holding war to be 
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que en lo de Flandes ay algo de 
mas deffensa y resolucion in 
hazcrla, tengo por cierto se arro- 
jara, y si ahora no lo haze, as 
por andar provando si sns trazas 
y negociaciones con el archi- 
duque se saben bien, para que le 
den la dama (tambien la deven 
detener) y ver como se pone lo 
de Alemania y platicas de Italia ; 
pero, que salgan 6 no salgan es- 
tas cosas, si el no be lo de Flan- 
des mas gnardado, sn intencion 
ba, 6 eon nna presteza de cava- 
lleria entrarse basta Bmselas, 
si puede, y tomar las plazas que 
dosca, y dallas si dan la dama d 
los parientes, y sino segnir este 
designio, dandole por color con- 
tra la Yolnntad de sas padres la 
tienen presa ; y no haga V. M** 
caso de tener el principe de 
Conde, que eso mira d lo de 
estado de que no hago caudal 
en la presente ; y para mejor 
aclararme, digo que entiendo si 
le diesen a princesa de Conde 
daria el Delfin, y d todos los 
demas sus hijos, ajudame a tener 
que este rey se arroja por sus 
amores, que por ellos tiene muy 
gastada la salnd, ba perdido el 
sueiio, y ba dado causa de pare- 
cellos d algunos que baria : 
siendo bombre que quiere estar 
siempre con compania, se estd 
dos y tres oras solo, paseando 
melancoliquisimo ; dizen des- 
piert6, algunas vezes, de nocbe, 
ablando : mi princesa, con la 
serenissima infanta, y dizicndo 
el rey de Espaiia, otraa vezes el 
conde do Fuoiit^a, y otras el 



certain on tbe ground of love. APP. 
.... If he does not see that XX. 
your Majesty is on your guard, 
and that there are in Flanders 
greater means and greater resolu- 
tion for defence, I hold it to 
be certain that he will declare 
war ; if he has not done so 
already, it is that he may try 
what effect will be produced by 
his intrigues and negotiations 
with the Archduke to obtain the 
restoration of the lady (for which 
reason she should be kept all the 
more securely), and that he may 
watch the direction which the 
affairs of Germany and of Italy 
are taking; but whether that 
comes to anything or no, if he 
does not see Flanders better 
guarded, his intention is to make 
a dash with his cavalry, and 
penetrate, if he can, as far as 
Brussels, take what towns he 
can, and restore them if the lady 
is restored to her kinsfolk; if 
not, to follow his design up, 
on the pretext that she is de- 
tained contrary to the wishes of 
her kinsfolk. Let your Majesty 
attach no importance to the 
having the Prince de Conde in 
your keeping (for reasons of 
State policy on which I do not 
enter in the present despatch). 
To make my meaning clearer, I 
may say that I am informed 
that if the Princesse de Cond6 
were surrendered to him, he 
would give up the Dauphin and 
all his other sons ; which makes 
mo believe that this King will 
risk ever3'thing for his passion ; t 
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ambaxador de Espaila; llama d 
oras rany exta*aordmarias poetas, 
y encierrase d solas con nn 
criado del principe de Conde 
qae le siguid hast» la huyda de 
Flandes, y quando llegd alii, 
dix6 que no podrd pasar con el 
sin licencia del Rey; y podria 
decir i V. M<* grand bariedad 
de cosas qne ajudan d lo qne 
boy diciendo, pero, por lo que 
he dicho, juzgo vera V. M<* lo 
qne de lo presente entiendo. 



his health is mnch affected by it, 
he has lost his sleep, and some 
people believe he is losing his 
reason ; he, who is so fond of 
society, now spends two or 
three honrs at a time alone, 
pacing dejectedly backward and 
forward. I am told that at 
night he sometimes wakes np 
snddenly, with the" words * My 
Princess,' or in addressing the 
Infanta, or the King of Spain, 
or at other times the Coant of 
Flanders, or the Spanish Am- 
bassador. He sometimes sends 
for the most celebrated poets, 
and shuts himself np alone with 
a servant of the Prince de Conde 
who followed liim in his flight 
into Flanders, but has since re- 
turned here, saying that he conld 
not accompany him furtiier with- 
out tl)e King's permission. I 
might say much to your Majesty 
in confirmation of what I have 
told ; but, from what I have 
said ali'eady, your Majesty will 
understand my present inten- 
tion. 



TJie Same to the Same, 



Haviendo este rey y otros pro- 
curado persuadir generalmente 
que V. M<* se quiere servir del 
principe de Conde contra el Del- 
fin, e dicho que entyendo que no 
dando causas que obliguen a 
V. M<* d ello, no oyrd esta platica 
ni acudird en ella al principe 
de Conde ; afirmaume personas 



March 18, 1610. 



This King and other persons 
having sought to make it gene- 
rally believed that your Majesty 
wishes to make use of the Prince 
de Cond6 against the Dauphin, 
I have said that I was certain, 
that if no reason was given to 
your Majesty which might com- 
pel you to it^ou would have 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX XX. 



433 



que lo saben que el Bey ae es« 
panta y se haelga de ojr esto. 



A mi me an moyido dos 
cosas i hablar desta manera : la 
primera el proceder de la Beina 
para oon Y. M^ j sn cristiandad 
porqae, annqae esto no es pu- 
blico, no tyene para ello incon- 
veniente lo qne yo digo : lo se- 
gando de tener al Bey para que 
el miedo de temer lleya Y, M^ 
eate fin no le necesite arrojarse. 
Si Y. M^ mandare qne made de 
pUtica en este panto, lo har^. . . • 



Estos dias havia movido pliU 
tica con el nuncio, encaminando 
que hablase a este rey, y el me 
salid d ello may bien, y a lo he« 
oho. Dice me lo hall6 may alte- 
rado de las oosas de Alemania^ 
y dandole muchas quexas del 
papa, que acudia y se mostrava 
may declarado por Y. M<* y la 
casa de Austria, qne respon- 
diendole el nuncio que era esta 
causa de la religion catolica y 
el papa no podia ni devia hazer 
menos, que el replied que no era 
guerra de religion, sine guerra 
de estado, y que esse era el fin 
que se llevava y no otro. El 
nuncio me encarece que le re- 
sponditf d esto muchas oosas y 
con resolncion, que se metytf el 
Bey muy d dalle quesas de que 
Y. M<^ no salia & dalle al prin- 

VOL, II. F 



no share in any such scheme, aPP. 
and would render no aid to the XX. 
Prince de Gond^. I am told by 
well-informed persons that the 
King is astonished and rejoiced 
at hearing this. 

Two motives have induced me 
to speak thus : first, the conduct 
of the Queen in regard to your 
Majesty, and her Christian life, 
(this despatch not being public, 
there is no inconvenience in my 
mentioning this) ; the second is, 
the wish to prevent the King 
from being driven to extremi- 
ties through fear of seeing your 
Majesty adopt such a scheme. 
If your Majesty orders me to 
change my course of action 
in this particular, I will do 
so. . . . 

Within the last few days I had 
arranged with the Nuncio that 
he should seek an audience of 
the King; this has succeeded 
well, and he has had one. He 
reports that he found him much 
agitated about afiairs in Ger- 
many ; and complaining bitterly 
of the Pope, for showing himself 
strongly in favour of your Ma- 
jesty and the House of Austria. 
Upon the Nuncio's replying that 
it was the cause of the Catholic 
religion, and that the Pope 
neither could nor would do less, 
he replied that this was not a 
religious war, but a State war ; 
that this was the aim of it, and 
no other. The Nuncio boasts 
that he replied to this at length 
and with resolution. He says 
that the King then began to 
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cipe de Conde, estyrando este 
sentjmiento, y encareciendo que 
havia encargado a sa embazador 
ablase en ello tan cortesmente 
qne esto vastara para obligar, 
que nada havia aprovechado, 
que de las personas que estavan 
en Francia disobedientes & V. 
M<*, Antonio Perez nunca Be lo 
bavian pedido, que un bijo de 
don Antonio de Portugal, que el 
no lo bavia admitido sino la 
Bejna madre j Rey el 8U an- 
tecesHor, qne le tocava el reyno 
de Navaira y se lo tenian, y que 
se le bavia procurado quitar el 
de Francia, y que le bavian que- 
rido 'matar i el j & sus bijos, 
quando los negocios del mariscal 
de Biron, que siempre andaban 
moviendo algo contro el. El 
nuncio afirmd que bavia respon- 
dido & todo, y dicbdle ultima- 
mente que el no savia como 
podia esto Rey escusarse de la 
asLstencia que bavia dado & 
Olandeses ; replied & esto que 
por esse bavia becbo bazer la 
tregua, por dar gusto A V. M* y 
al arcbiduque, y rematcS ultima- 
mente con qne el no podi6 dejar 
de assistir y ayudar i sus ami- 
gos, y assi se armaba para acudir 
& los protestantes y becbar de 
Juliers al arcbiduque Leopoldo. 
Que le replied el nuncio que no 
podria acudir a esto sin tocar en 
FJandes y que esto tendira in- 
conveniente, pues yendo armado 
se ecatarian do dalle el passo ; 
que respondid que no lo pediria 
porque el se le basia que era 
poco la tyerra quo bavia do atra- 



(Somplain bitterly of your Ma- 
jesty, wbo would not deliver np 
to bim tbe Prince de Coude ; be 
dwelt long upon tbis subject, 
and made mucb of baving 
cbarged bis ambassadors to 
speak on this subject with so 
much courtesy that it ought to 
have been sufficient to oblige jou 
to yield, but that nothing had 
been done ; as to the persons who 
were in France in disobedience 
to your Majesty, Antonio Peres 
had never been demanded of 
him ; and as to the son of Don 
Antonio of Portugal, it was not 
he who bad received bim, but 
the Queen-Mother, and tbe King 
bis predecessor ; that when tbe 
throne of Navarre fell to him, be 
was kept out of it, and an at- 
tempt was made to deprive bim 
of that of France ; that bis life 
and those of his sons bad been 
sought, at tbe time of tbe affair 
of tbe Marecbal de Biron ; that 
endeavours were always being 
made to bring bim into trouble. 
Tbe Nuncio assures me that be 
replied to all this, and said 
finally, that he did not see how 
the King could make excuse for 
having given succour to tbe 
Dutch. Tbe King replied tbat^ 
as to tbis, be bad compelled them 
to make peace, to please your 
Majesty and tbe Archduke, and 
ended by saying that be could 
not refuse to assist bis Mends, 
and that he was now arming to 
aid the Protestants in expelling 
from Juliers tbe Archduke Leo- 
pold. Tbe Nrnjcio repKed that 
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vesar de Flandos* Que repre- 
sentandole el nnncio no conyenia 
esto que era pertarbar la paz, le 
replied qae el eetava resnelto, y 
diciendole que advirtyese que 
dirian qne era por iomar 4 la 
princesa de Gonde, respondid 
que el esiaba obligado i mirar 
por la princesa qne era sn sub- 
dita, J que estava presa j opri- 
mida por qne ella no queria 
estar alii, j que esia era causa 
del condestable, que le pensava 
assistir j ajudar, pnes estava 
obligado & quello. Que el vitf 
con mucha resolucion en este 
particukkr y tanta que, aunque 
le replied con la razon y razonea 
que ay para ello, no servir sino 
de alterable y que se mostrase 
muy furioBO, descabriendo su 
pasioD, rematando con decir que 
no havia de faltar & cosa tan 
precissa, y que, aunque pensava 
primero bazer la coronacion de 
8u muger, pensaba luego yr en 
persona & estotro. 



Este nuncio muestra desear 
servir d V. M* y lo hecho dever 
en mucbas cosas, y el me dice 
las que sabe, y ayer se acavd 



be could not belp tbem without ^pp^ 
crossing Flemish territory, and ^X- 
that this would be inconvenient, 
since if be appeared in arms, 
there would be a difficulty made 
about allowing him to cross it. 
He replied, that he would not 
ask permission, since the Flemish 
territory which in that case he 
should have to cross was very 
small. The Nuncio pointed out 
the inconvenience of thus dis- 
turbing peace ; he answered that 
he was resolved, and when the 
Nuncio represented that it would 
be said he was doing this for the 
purpose of seizing the Princesse 
de Cond^ he said he was obliged 
to take np the cause of the Prin-* 
cess, who was his subject, and 
who was imprisoned and op- 
pressed because she did not like 
to stay where she was; it was the 
cause of the Conn^table, whom 
he felt bound to aid and support. 
The Nuncio found him quite de- 
termined to take this course, 
insomuch that, though he an- 
swered him with very good 
reasons, they jonly irritated him ; 
he displayed violent anger, and 
ended by passionately declaring 
that he would not fail to carry 
out the plan resolved upon, and 
that although he intended first 
to make arrangements for his 
Queen's coronation, he meant to 
set out in person afterwards to 
carry out this other business. 

The Nuncio appears inclinej 
to be useful to your Majesty ; t 
have requested him to make en- 
quiry about various mati 
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esta pUtica cliciendome snppli- 
case & V. M<* se armase porque, 
si lo hazia, le parecia se excnsaria 
la g^erra j qae de otra manera 
a de dar este rey al^na occasion 
qae obligne iY.JA^A no podella 
escnsar. Son estas las mismaa 
palabras qne con el a passado. 



be tells me all tbat be knows. 
Yesterday, at tbe end of onr 
oonyersation, be asked me to 
entreat year Majesty to arm, for 
that^ if yon woidd do tbis, tbere 
yras a cbance of averting war, 
bat tbat otberwise tbis King 
woold find some occasion wbicb 
wonld make it impossible for 
your Majesty to avert it. Tbese 
were his very words. 



The 8am6 to the Same. 



Senor, obligan alganos avisos 
k no solo dar cnenta 4 Y . M^ de 
lo quo dizen, pero do las parti- 
calaridades qae en ellos concnr- 
ren. Estando este rey con ana 
de sas damas de qaien de pre- 
sente anda may picado, le dixtf 
ella qae ramores beran estos que 
parecia qae se metia abora en 
gaerra, y el se ri6 y dix6 : tanta 
gana tengo de gaerra como de 
becbarme & la mar & nadar. Y 
le replied la dama: para qae 
bazia esto; y dix6 qae el tenia 
cierta la paz qaando la qaisiese, 
y qae por on miUon se qaeria 
bazer estimar y casar k su Delfin 
con bija de Y . M^. Y replicando 
ella, que tambien querria coger 
& la princesa de Conde, le diztf 
no impidird el bazer eso estotro. 



Con las mismas yerk que 
antes muestra este rey estar 
apasionado por la princesa de 



March 27, 1610. 

Sire, Certain information com- 
pels me to report to your Majesty 
not only wbat is bare rumoured, 
but also tbe particulars wbicb 
are mentioned. Tbe King being 
witb one of bis ladies, of wbom 
be is at present very fond, sbe 
told bim tbat it was cuirently 
rumoured tbat be was about to 
make war ; to wbicb be replied, 
' I bave as mucb wisb to make 
war as to tbrow myself into tbe 
sea tbat I may swim.' Tbe lady 
rejoined, 'Beware of making 
war ; ' and be said tbat be was 
sure of baving peace as long as 
be cbose, and tbat, for many 
reasons, be wisbed to make bim- 
self respected, and to marry bis 
Daupbin to tbe daughter of your 
Majesty. And when sbe replied 
tbat still be wanted to carry ofi" 
by force tbe Princesse de Conde, 
the King said, 'The one will 
not prevent tbe other.' 

By this you will see tbat the 
King still shows himself pas- 
sionately devoted^ to the Prin- 

)igitized by v^jOC 



APPENDIX XX, 



437 



OoAdOy ytiiompre hablando que 
es jasto dalla i so. padre ; y el 
condestable j Madama de Anga- 
lema an hablado en esto al que 
aqui serve al archidaqne, y des- 
pues de baver dicbo delantede 
otros el condestable lo que digo 
& Y. M'y me dice el que sirve al 
archidaque le apart6 el condea* 
table y le dix6 estava reconoci- 
dissimo de la • . • • qae sn hija 
recivia y mny oontento de ver la 
in Flandes, y se bolgava mas de 
bella sirviendo i Sa Alteza la 
infanta que de teuella en sa 
casa, que le pedia ftiese secrete 
el velle. 



Despnes desto el Bey haze 
instancia al condestable yaya por 
sn bija, y el se escns6, y estos 
dias a apretado el Bey & la 
Beyna scriba £ la Alteza de la 
infanta le embie & la princesa 
para sn coronadon, y por el 
confessor del Bey procnr6 la 
Beyna escnsarse desciibir & Sa 
Alteza la infanta, diciendo que 
parecia may mal ser ella tercera 
que la infanta no lo bazia; el 
Bey a entrado en grandissima 
colera, dice qae la Beyna no sea 
de coronar, ni sea de bazer cosa 
qae la degast<5; en la Beyna 
.... seniymiento y lagrimaspor 
esta caasa y por apretar el Bey 
con segair sa gasto con la dama 
de la Beyna de que si caenta & 
y. Md. 



cesse de Cond^, saying always a PP. 
that it is only fidr to restore her XX . 
to ber fittber; the Gonn6table "" ^"^ 
and Madame d'AngoulSme have 
spoken of it to the person who 
acts as the Arcbdake^s agent 
here, and this envoy related to 
me that) after having said before 
witnesses what 1^ report to year 
Majesty, the Gonn^table took 
him aside and told him that he 
was very sensible of the [honour] 
which bis daughter received, and 
quite content to have ber in 
Flanders; that be bad rather see 
ber in the service of ber High- 
ness the Infanta than have ber 
in his house. He begged him to 
keep their interview a secret. 

Since this the King has been 
urging the Gonn^table to go and 
demand his daughter. He has 
excused himself; and within 
these few days the King has 
tried to induce the Queen to 
write to ber Highness the In- 
fiinta to send the Princess for 
ber coronation ; the Queen, 
through the King's Confessor, 
has begged to be excused, saying 
that it did not seem to ber to be 
fitting to appear, as a third 
party, and risk the indignity of 
a refusal from the Infanta. The 
King fell into a violent rage, and 
declared that the Queen should 
not be crowned; and that he 
would have nothing done to 
displease him. The Queen shed 
tears, and was mucb distressed,, 
both at this and at the ardour 
with which the King is pursuing 
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one of her ladies; of whidi I 
Bpoke to your MajeBiy. 



The Same 

Senor, V. M* por an carta de 

21 de febrero, vae manda enten- 
der el inten to de loe ugonotes y 
lo qae haze el condestable, snegro 
del principe de Conde, y sus deu- 
dos y amigos, y servise V. M* 
de decirme no se sabe qae hasta 
ahora tenga intelligencia con nin- 
gono dellos. 



Los ugonotes andan inqnietos, 
deseando tener cave9a de oonsi* 
deracion, y A qnien mas se an 
mclinado es al mariscal de Bal- 
lon ; pero este no se determina, 
qaejandose dellos que no la acn- 
dieron qnando este Bey le apret<$ 
en lo de Sedan, y en resolacion 
la parte de los ngonotes se 
mneve solo sin passar d efiecto, 
siendo todos pldticas, pero andan 
de manera qae dan mucho cny* 
dado al Key. 

Con el condestable nunca e 
procnrado tener intelligencia por 
qae faera de ser may viejo ; es de 
may poco spirita y sin resola- 
cion; sas deados acadiran al 
principe de Conde el dia qae le 
vieren apoyado, y con algan di- 
nero, y el Rey anda despaes que 
el principe de Conde se fae a 
Flandes tan mii-ando al condes- 



to the Same^r 

April 5, 1610. 

Sire, Year Majesty, by your 
letter of the 2lBt of Febmaryi 
requires me to find ont the in- 
tentions of the Hngnenots, and 
the proceedings of the Conn6- 
table, the father-in-law of Cond^, 
as well as of his family and 
friends, and yonr Majesif ha« 
deigned to tell me that yon did 
not know that I had, np to the 
present time, any understanding 
with any of them. 

The Huguenots are uneasy, 
wishing to find a leader of 
eminence : and he to whom they 
are most inclined is the Mar6- 
chal de Bouillon; but he will 
come to no determination, com- 
plaining that they did not sup- 
port him in his contest with the 
King about Sedan; and the 
Huguenot party is agitated by 
debates which come to no result. 
These are merely intrigues ; but 
they are such as to occasion the 
King much anxiety. 

I have never been able to 
come to an understanding with 
the Conn^table, because he is 
very old, of feeble intellect, and 
irresolute. His family will assist 
the Prince de Conde as soon as 
they see that he is supported^ 
and provided with money. Ever 
since the Prince de Conde with- 
di-cw into riandeijs, the. King 
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table que esto solo le tyene 6 el 
con poco animo tras uon tener 
macho, y a dicho algauas vezes 
despaes que su hija eai& en Flan- 
des que su honrra estd segura si 
y. M^ mantyeue la reputacion 
que BUS pasadoB an mantenido. 



has kept such a close watch aPP. 
upon the Conn6table that this ^^• 
alone, or else his irresolution, '" 

prevents his doing much; he 
has often said, since his daughter 
has been in Flanders, that his 
honour was safe, if your Majesty 
maintained the reputation of 
your ancestors. 



Hie Same 

Senor, finiendo hecho el despa- 
cho que va <jon esto para V. M<*, 
vino a verme el nuncio, y me dix6 
como havia tenido ayer audiencia 
del Bey, en la qual le havia dado 
un breve de la manq del papa 
para que no acudiesse d las 
-oossas de Cleves ni ajudar & los 
protestantes, con palabras apre- 
tadas, como doy quenta en otras d 

V. M [El Rey] dix6 al 

nuncio que, si V. M* 6 el archie 
duque corespondiessen con algun 
auto de amistad, que se echase 
de ver se le desseava ha^er, quel 
se contentaria con embiar dos 6 
tres mil hombres a Cleves ; apre- 
tandole el nuncio que d esto 
queria que como fnese justo el 
papa se ynterpondria y haria 
quanto pudiese, respondid que 
diesen a la princessa de Conde i 
su padre ; el nuncio le responditf 
que mirasse que se metia en una 
gnerra injusta que sus mismos 
vasallos se lo condenaban, y todo 
el mundo havia de aer contra el ; 
y a otras muohas ra9ones que 
refiere que passaron solo le re- 
spondio que le appretaban terri- 



to the Same. 

April 27, 1610. 

Sire, As I was finishing the 
despatch which accompanies this 
letter to your Majesty, the 
Nuncio came to see me, and told 
me that he had obtained an 
audience of the King, at which 
he had remitted to him a brief 
from the hand of the Pope, with 
the view of dissuading him from 
interfering with the aflaii*s of 
Cleves, and aiding the Protest- 
ants ; with urgent words, as I 
informed your Majesty . , . .. 
[The King] told the Nuncio that, 
if your Majesty or the Archduke 
would show him some sign of 
friendship, he would see what 
he could do; he would content 
himself with sending two or 
three thousand men to Cleves. 
The Nuncio answered that upon 
this it would be necessary, as 
was just, that the Pope should 
interpose with all his power. 
The King replied that the Prin- 
cesse de Cond^ must be restored 
to her fother. The Nuncio 
rejoined that he was astonished 
to see him about to engage in a 
war BO unjust that even hi^gowu 
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blemente de Espana, y qne 
c]e9ian quel estara enamorado, 
qael no lo estava, pero que mi- 
rasse lo mal qne le qnerian en 
Espana, que, cossa que el estn- 
tabiere enamorado, le pribavan 
de an contento y le tenian la 
ooBsa que mas amaba en el mmt- 
do y no se la querian dar. . » . 



subjects condemned it, and that 
eyeryone would be against him. 
In reply to many other argu- 
ments which he detailed to me, 
the King answered that he was 
terribly pressed by Spain, that 
he was said to be in love, that 
he was not so, but that if he 
had been, he should be as- 
tonished at the malignity of 
Spain, which was trying to de- 
prive him of his happiness, and 
was keeping back horn him that 
which he loved best in the 
world, and refusing to give it 
him. . • • 



The Same to the Seme* 



Dix6mo el nuncio que echa 
de ver notablemente en el Bey 
mucha diferencia destoe dias pas- 
sados, porque le hall6 muy duloe 
y hablandole muy clanimente en 
que deseava la amistad de Y . M', 
que no se le atrevesstf en razon 
de la princessa de Conde, como 
la voz passava, solo le dix6 quel 
archiduque mostrava gana de 
dalla k su padre, y no acavava, 
que & ynstanda suya scrivid 
ahora el condestable, pidiendole 
al principe lo consintiesse ; pa- 
re9ele al nuncio que, aunque el 
Bey desbace el rruydo de armas 
por Espana, que lo siente mu- 
cbo ; dix6me tambien le havia 
dado quezas el Bey de lo que se 
haoe con el principe de Conde en 
Milan, pero que, en todo, avia 
ydo muy suave y desseoso de dar 
Batisfacion. 



]f«77, laio. 
The Nuncio told me that he 
had just seen the King in a 
much calmer mood than during 
the last few days, for he spoke 
very quietly to him, and de- 
clared most plainly that he 
desired your Majesty's friend- 
ship ; that he was not so much 
taken up with the Princesse de 
Cond£ as people said, but that 
the Archduke appeared desirous 
of restoring her to her father, 
and yet did not actually do so ; 
that the (Tonn^table had just 
written at his instigation to ask 
the Prince to consent. It ap^ 
peared to the Nuncio that, 
whatever the King may say 
about his having given up the 
notion of war on account of 
Spain, he feels deep resentment^ 
and complains of what has been 
done at Milan with the Pirince 
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• • . . No cessan ms mmistros 
de jnientar y procuror que se le 
diesse la princessa de Gonde & sa 
padre, didendo que, con esto, 
las demaa cosslus se compondrian 
por camino muy quieto el que 
serbe aqni al archiduque anda 
oyendo estas pUticas, y hablando 
en ellas con particalaridad, y £ mi 
me ha hablado propxiniendo me 
scribiesse & Sn M^ ser& bien qne 
el prindpe de Conde se faesse i 
Boma y qne consintiesse qne la 
princessa de Gonde se entregasse 
& sn padre; respondile lo qne 
devia. • . . 

A instancia del qne aqni sirbe 
al archidnqne Alberto, y por ha* 
Telle el pedido al grand ohanci* 
ller de Francia y & Villeroy, es- 
crive el condestable al pnncipe 
de Conde, pidiendo le oonsienta 
se le entregue sn hija ; tambien 
se ha desseado qne yo scribiera 
lo mismo, y procnrarlo apre* 
iandome, y tanto qne me fne 
fner9a responder como podia el 
apretarme. . • • 



de Cond^, althongh npon the 
"whole he spoke with moderation, 
and with a desire to give satis- 
faction. 

. . . « His ministers persist in 
urging that the Princesse de 
Gond^ should be restored to her 
father, saying that by this meatis 
all the rest will be amicably 
arranged; and the Archduke's 
agent here enters very fully into 
these intrigues, and proposed to 
me to -write to his Majesfy to 
the effect that it would be well 
if the Prince de Gond6 were to 
go to Rome, and were to con- 
sent to the restoration of the 
Princesse de Gond^ to her father. 
I answered him as I ought. « . -, 

Upon the entreaty of the 
Archduke Albert's agent here, 
and the demand he has made of 
the Ghancellor of France, and of 
Villeroy, the Gonn^table is writ- 
ing to the Prince de Gond6, to 
ask him to consent to the resto- 
ration of his daughter to him; 
I hare also been asked to do 
likewise^ and to persuade him 
by my entreaties; insomuch 
that I have been forced to 
answer, as best I could, that I 
would urge it npon him. . • > 
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XXL 

The Dowo/ger Prineess of Ora/nge^ tJ the Duchesse de Thouarg.* 

. . 26 f^vriep 1610. 

^^ Madame ma chere fille, j'ay reseu vos lettres, et par le sienrdu 

PlesBiB, et depuis par le S*" Ancli^ : je me resjonys de vons sfavoir a 
Paris, parce que j 'en apprendraj bien plus soavent de vos nonvelles 
que d'ailleurs. Yens dites que yous aves troav^ beaacoap de 
changement. Vrament ouy. Pour moy, je crois que Monsieur 
Je Priuoe a perdu rentendement et qu'il est habandonn^ de Dieu 
d'ouyr dire ces proced6s k Brazelles. Le cc9ur m'en creve de voir 
xaa. qui porie le nom de Bourbon parmy ces gens-la. Je me trompe 
.bien, ou il sera bientost las d'euz, et eux de luy ; ils le d^prisent 
jAoBJk bien fort, k oe que j 'en tens. J'ay pitie de le yoyr conrir 
iX>nime cela k sa ruyne, et ceste pauvre princesse renfermde a cesie 
heure comme dans une prison. Elle eust eat6 bien plus heureuse 
d'^pouzer un simple gentilhomme. Mais encore co qui me &8che 
.le plus, c'est de voyr Monsieur le prince d' Orange ' je ne S9ay com- 
ment embarasse parmy tout cela. T n'a pas tins que nous ne luy 
Byons souvant mand^ d'icy qu'il s'en devoit retirer, et y nous mande 
Aussi tons les jours qui s'en revient Ji Breda et qoi ly fascbe fort dy 
demeurer sy longtemps, mais qu'il esp6roit tousjoars de gagner 
quelque chose snr oest esprit malade. Depuis ceste belle alarme 
que YOUS en av^s aprize, nous n'en avons rion apris, synon que, de 
bouohe, il a encore donn6 charge de nous dyro qui seroit bientost a 
Breda. Vos freree ^ sont depuis quinze jours k Utrech, pour essayer 
d'asoupir quelque brouiUerye qui s'est mise dans la yille, k quoy, 
sy I'hotorit^ de Messieurs les Estas ne remMye, il y ayoit danger 
que cela n'en alumast de plus grande dans le pays, mais jon espere 
que cela se racommodera. Yojlk des nouyelles d'Alemagne qui 

> Louise de Coligny, daughter of the Claude de la Tf^iholiiUe, Due de 

celebrated Admiral, bom September 2, Thouars, brother of the Dowager Prin- 

1566 ; ' widow of . Teligny (who was cesse de Cond^. 

massacred in the St Bartholomew); ' Philip William, her son-in-law, 

fourth wife of William of Nassau, brother-in-law of Cond4. He has been 

Prince of Orange, who had left her a already mentioned, 

widow in 1688. * The celebrated Maurice of Nassau, 

' Charlotte Brabantine de Nassau, who succeeded his uterine brother as 

daoghter of the same William, Prince of Prince of Orange, from 1618 to 1629 ; 

Orange, by his third wife, Charlotte de and Henri-Fr^^c, Louise de Coligny's 

Bourbon Montpensier, and consequently own son. The latter, who was also 

stepdaughter of the last-mentioned Prince of Orange from 1626 to 1647, 

Princess. She had married, in 1698^ was grandfather of William III. 
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TieDent d'amver, par on il serable qae ces affayres de Jullyers se ^pp. 
porteront k la guerre* Sy oela esfc, y n'y a pas aparance qne vosire XXI. ^ 
cadet ptuflse aler encore en France, oar oeste senle atente lay a fait 
tenir pied k horde tout oest hyver, par Tavys mesme de tons ceuz 
qui Tayment) car il avoit bien envye de &yre un tour aupres du Boy, 
qu'il a estr^me envye de Toyr. S'il y a moyen, y &ut qui &ce oe 
petit voyage de Sedan ; si Monsieur de Bouillon est encore a Paris, 
conmiuniqu6s-en aveo luy, et me mand^s, sy vous plaist, oommant 
y fiiudroit y proc6der, car j'y aporter6 de mon cost^ tout oe qni sera 
en ma puissance, ne desirant rien tant an monde que ce que vous 
souhait^s aussy. Yous me mandes que je vous escrive quant sena 
mon retonr. Certes, cb^re fille, je ne le puis encore juger, car il 
m'est bien malayze de me r^souldre que je ne voye ce quedeviendra 
vostre cadet. J'ay dit k Bricquemault ce que vous me mandiez qui 
la regarde. Je voos prye de croyre qu'elle, non plus que moy, ne 
soufre rien k Mademoysele de la Trimouille qui soit mals&mt k une 
fille de sa calit^. Je me doute bien qui est ce gentiUiomme que 
vous dytes qui est avec mon neveu de Ghastillon ^ qui vous a dit 
qui parle sy priv^ment avec elle. C'est une bumeur que, sy vous le 
oongnoissi^s bien, vous ne trouveri^s pas cela estrange de luy, car 
il prend des libert^s qu'autre que luy ne prendroit pas, et personne 
ne 8*en offanse. Enfin j'en fais comme de ma fille propre, et m'assure, 
quant vous la verr^s, que la trouver^s bien jolye. Le PlessiB m*a 
dit mile biens de vostre ayne et mile gentillesses de vostre cadetp 
qui me donne bien envye de les voyr. Je suis sy malade d'un grand 
mme, qui tient icy comme une cocluche, que j'ay eu grand peyne k 
vous fayre ceste lettre. 
C'est le 25 de £6vrier. 

A Madame, Madame de la Trimouille ducbesse de Tbouars. 

(Original. Arckivea qf the chdteau de Serrent, Commumcated by M. Marchrgay.) 



XXII. 

The Cimiietable de Monimorencij to the Prince de Conde. 

Paris, 12 mai 1610.« 
Monseigneur, les plamtes que Madame la princesse de Gond6 ma 
fille m'a fais et repette par plusieurs lettres et propos qu'elle a 

* Ga&pard de Coligny, giandson of de France in 1622, died in 1646. 
the Admiral, bom in 1581, Marshal ' In the margin are these words: 
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APP. tennz de boache k ancnni de mes principanx serritenrs qn^avoy 
^ XXII. envois vers elle des manvaii et rndes traittemens qn'elle a re9eii do 
YOQS, et le desir qn'elle a k oeste occasioii de se faire s^parer par 
jostioe, 7 adjoustant les prieres instantes et pitoyables de la votdloir 
xetiTer dn lieu oik elle est ponr la tenir pres de moj, m'ont iBduit 
d'en fisdre tr^hnmble supplication anz archidacs, taut par reqaestes, 
lettres qne gentilshommes envoiez ezpr^s, se qne me promettois 
obtenir do lenr bont^ et justice et qu'ils ne refaseront k an pere 
d^sol^i et qui ressent Taffliction et la donllenr de sa fille, nne 
demande si juste. J'aj n^antmoings recongnen qn'ils j apportoient 
de la difficult^ et diffSroient k me donner oe contentement, Boubs 
pr^texte qu'ils mettent en avant vons avoir promis de ne la laisser 
Bortir d'anpres d'enz sacs votre permission. G'est ponrquoy k 
present j'ay reconrs a vons, Monseigneor, ponr yous supplier tree- 
humblement youUoir mettre en consideration les justes causes qui 
m'induisent k faire oette poursuitte, que mon aage et indisposition 
m'ostent le moien d'aller vers elle pour la consoler en son affliction 
et luy donner conseil de ce qn'elle doibt fiedre pour mettre son esprit 
en repos, qn'elle n*est pas aussy en lieu oil elle puisse aveo entiere 
liberty faire ses plaintes et y trouver remede, par ainsy qu'il ne lay 
reste aulcun autre secours sinon de yenir k moy. Aiez done, je 
vous supplie, pitie du p^re et de la fille, et vous repr^sentes, s'il 
Tous plaict, combien sont justes les causes de mes plaintes et 
mescontentement, mieux oongneus de yous que d'aulcun autre, et 
prenez cette oonfianoe en mon int6grit6 et de Thonneur dont j'ay 
tousjours faict profession, lequel accompagnera, moiennant la grftoe 
de Diea, touttes mes actions jusques an tombean, qu'elle ne re>* 
cepyra en ma maison que tous bons enseignemens, pour continuer k 
suivre la yertu en laquelle elle a est^ nourrie et institu^ et que sa 
yie y sera si innocente qu'elle mdritera d'estre lou^ de yous et d'un 
cbascan ; si yous aidez, Monseigneur, k me £ure donner ce contente- 
ment et consolation k ma fille, je le tiendray k grande obligation et 
demeureray en yollont^ de yous en rendrd tres-humble seryice, ayec 
auttant d'a£fection que le debyoir me le pourra permettre, lequel me 
fais encore desirer de yous yoiif pr&s du Boy au rang deub k yotre 
grandeur et quallit^, comme yous serez tousjours quand yous 
youldrez ayoir reconrs k sa bont^ plustost qu'il rechercher des 

' C'estoient des meschans qui oBtans voaloient parce que le bon seigneur ne 
gaignes imputoient des plaintes a la e9avoit ny lire ny escrire.' 
princesse et faisoient telles lettres qu'ils 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX XXII. 445 

remMes qui ne penvent servir que k yovlb laire soiifiTir da mal et app. 
reoepvoir de blAme. Je snis, XXII. 

Monseignear, 
Voire tr&s-hnmble et trds-oWissaiit servitenr, 

MONTMOBENCT. 
(Bibliothi^ imperiale, collection Dupny, 70, 71| 72, No. 61.) 



TJie PrvnGe de Conde to the ConnSidble de Montmorency, 

Undated (1610). 

Monsienr, vons aur^s la pr^sente, non pour me plaindre de 
Taction qui s'est pass6e k fimzelles, dont j'anrois grande raison, 
mais pour me condoaloir du ftineste accident snryenn en la personne 
du fen Boy, Monseigneur, que Diea absolve ! dont je puis dire avec 
v6nt6 en avoir ressenty 1e conp an milien da ccenr. Ce qae je vons 
snpplye de vonlloir tesrooigner an Boy et h la Beyne, et les assenrer 
dn desir et de la passion qae j'ay de rendre k Lenrs Majest^s le 
tres-hamble service que je lear dois, sons Tesp^rance qae j'ay 
qa'elles me feront Thonnenr de me recevoir en I'exercice des charges 
qae mon rang et ma naissance me donnent an goavemement de 
I'estat ; de qnoy je vons sapplye de me voalloir assister et de conseil 
et d'anctorite, poar la proximity de sang et d'alliance qae j'ay aveo 
vons, par laqaelle, avec la raison et le droict qae j'ay poar nioy, car 
je ne demande antre chose, voas estes tenea de voalloir mon bien et 
mon honnenr, protestant d'onblier enti^rement la simplicity d'esprit 
de ma femme, vostre fille, a se kisser snrprendre jnsqaes aax termed 
oil elle a este, dont je donne la faate, poar voas aa poavoir absolu 
d'aatray, et poar elle k ceax et k celles qai I'ont si artificiensement 
et malicieasement circonvenne, la voallant k jamais aymer et ch6rir 
comme moy-mesme, et demeare ce que je voas sais, qa'est, Monsienr, 
Tostre tres-hamble et tres-affectionn^ fils et servitenr, 

Hekby de Boubbon. 

(BiUioih^ue impMale, fonds Saint-Germain fran^ais, 1018| folio 116.) 

jC^ Prince de Conde to the Duchesse d'Angoulenie. 

Undated (1610). 
Madame, je me feasse bien eston6 d'avantage qae je n'ay faict de 
Taction qni s'est pass^ k Braxelles, sy je n'easse scea les artiffices 
que Ton nsoit joamellement k vons y disposer et kj faire r^soadre 
ma femme ; c'est poarqaoy je n'en donne la faate k personne qn'jk 
cenx et k celles qni sy meschament ont circonvena sa jeanesse ; nne 
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APP. saihcte Tb^r^ et lea plaa relligienses yierges dn monde eussent 
- ^^^^^ sacoombe k tant de persnasioos ; ce que £uct qae je pttrdonne 
librement k aa aimplicit^, et ne venx laiaser poor cella de raymer et 
ch^rir, comme Diea et la raiaoh me oommandent. J'eapere qa'ayaot 
est^ une heure ayec elle de Inj remettre sy bien I'eaprit, qa*elle et 
xnoy en demenrerona oontena. Quant a yoaa, Madame, je voas 
anpplye de croire que je n'aj point ponr cella ceaa^ de vona honno- 
rer et cb6rir, comme vona m'y av^a oblig^, a^acliant bicn anssj 
quelle viollance en vona fiuaoit, que je tais neantmoinga, par reapect 
qne j'ay^ ^^U^ ^^^ deairant aveo pasaion vona rendre prenye par 
touttea aortea de aeryicea que je ania et yeax eatre tontte ma yie, 
Madame, yoatre bien homble nepyeu et oblige aerviteor, 

Henbt de Boubbov. 

J'eacria k Monaienr le conneatable mea intentiona, anaqnellea je 
youa anpplye tr^hnmblement me faire lea bona officea que yona 
pony^a, et croire ce portenr comme moy-meame. 

{Bibliothique iMphiale, foiKls Saint-Gemuiin fnn^ais, 1018, folio 117«) 



XXIIL 

' Yoiage dn prince de Gond6 de Paria jnaqnea h Milan ; premi- 
drement, le chemin de lien en lien ; aprea, lea cboaea remarqnablea 
qn*il a yonea en cbaqnn lieu et ce qni a'eat paaa^ depnia aon depart 
ayec la cauae de aa aortic da roiaume.' 

Sncb ia the title of an autograph MS. of Henri 11., Prince de 
Cond6, preaeryed among hia family papera. Thia journal must not 
be confounded with the account of a journey performed by the same 
prince thirteen years afterwards, an account also written by himaelf, 
and of which the original manuscript is in the archiyea of Conde, 
but printed at Bourges in 1624. That which now concema us is 
unpubliahed. Unfortunately it doea not fiilfil all the promises of its 
title ; the Prince wrote nothing either about * what happened since 
his departure,* or about * the causes of his quitting the realm.' He 
has confined himself to a mere liat of halting-placea, adding some 
remarka which reaemble yery cloaely the earliest trayelling journals 
kept by children of twelye to fifteen years of age. Yet, brief and dry 
as it is, this journal atill furnishes ua with interesting information, 
and, aboye all, with definite datea. It haa been thought right to 
aubjoin here, in aupport of the narratiye in the text, a few extracts 
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and a' brief snmmary, preserviDg tbe spelling of the names of APP. 
{daces, which indeed is almost always intelligible. XXJIL ^ 

'Parti de Paris le 25^ norembre, jonr de sainte Catherine, en 
Tannee 1609 ; all^ concher an Bonrget, bonfg. 

* Le 26% alle de Ik diner h Dammartin, bonrg de M. le connes? 
table ; concher H Bes, terre et ch&thean dn S' de Bes. 

* Le 27*, aller diner h S*-Remy, village dn S*" de Conflans ; concher 
k Maret, maison et village apartenant andit prince ; Anqnel lien il 
sejonma toat le lendemain. 

* Le 29*, parti avec sa femme en carosse, alle repaistre k Lnrse, 
village, et de lA achev6 la jonm^e k marcher jnsqnes k la nnit, et 
repaistre a^ Creci ; marche toate la nnit, et venn k Catillon, premier 
lien des Pais-Bas. 

* De 1^, le trentiome, venn a Landreci, ville de I'ob^issance de 
Tarchidnc an pays de Hainanlt. S^jonm6 trois jonrs. 

•Parti le 3* de d^cembre .... concher k Flenry . . , . ' 4, 
Li^ge. — 5, Erichapelle. — 6, 7, Jnlliers. 

' Parti le 8 ; all6 d'nne traite a Colongne, anqnel lien il deraenra 
depnis le mercredi jnsqnes an samedi 17®.* 

17, 18, Ais.— 19, Mastric— 20, Tillemont.— 24, Lonvain.^ 

* Le 22®, venn concher k Bmsselles, ville. Sejonrn^ jnsqnes an 
22® de febvrier, dnrant leqnel temps il fut voir la ville d'Anvera 
comme anssi celle de Malines. Dnqael lien partit ponr Milan.' 

22 fevrier 1610, Sichem. — 23, Veerte. — 24, Vennelot. — 26, 
Rhainbergne, pass^ le Rain. — 20, Dorstem. — 27, 28, Mnnstre. — 
1^ mars, Osembruc. — 2, Emelot. — 3, Oldenbonrg. — 4, 5, Hildes- 
heim.— 6, S6chem. — 7, Donderstat. — 8, Melhonse. — 9, Brdford. — 
10, Hilmenant. — 11, Inglestin. — 12, Cobnrc. — 13, Bamberc. — 
14, Erland. — 15, Nurembergne. — 16, Hilpostaim. — 17, Cnberbac. — 
18, Rechensofaen. — 19, 20, Ausbonrg. — 21, Landspergue. — 22, 
Zoia.— 23, Mittamval.— 24, Isbrnc— 25, Mauls.— 26, Bolsan. — 
27, Trente. — 28, traverse le lac de Garde, et conche k San-Oiacomo 
dn Cr6monois. — ^29, Cr^mone. — 80, Lodi. — 31, Milan. 

* Retonr en France. Parti de Milan le 9® jnin ; diner a Cosme, 
ville an roy d*Espagne ; concher ans Tavemes, pais de Snisse.' 

10, Airollo. — Da 11 an 16, Saint- Gothard, Lac de Lnceme, 
canton de BMe, Conlommiers, Saini^Di6, Lun^ville, Nancy, Pont-&- 
Monsson, Longwi, Arlon, Flamegeol. 

' Le 17, pass6 k Bastoigne, ville, dine a Namnr, ville ; concher k 
Havre, bonrg. Le 18, diner k Bmsselles. Sejonrn6 cinq jonrs ; 
alio a Nostre-Dame de Montaigu et a Marimont ; pass6 k Lonvain. 
. . . Retonme a Brussclles, 
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AFP, ' Pi^ de Bnuttielles le 6* jnillet, yenn paRser k MarimoBt, ooa- 

XXIIL^ chep j^ Bains, ville. S^joarn^ le 7*. — Lo 8% couchor k Mons, Tille^ 
d'ane traite.* 

9, Valenciennes. — 10, Oambraj. — ^11, P6ronne. — 12, Boie. — ^13, 
Compi%gne.^l4, Senlis. — 15, Louvres. 
' Le 16^ diner an Boarget^ bonrg ; oonoher h Paris, ville.* 



END OP VOLUME II. 



LOITDOV: PKIVTID BT 

flrOTTINWOODB Alf1> CO., NKW-HTimiT U^VAMM 

AUD MKUAMmiY nmuBt 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



YC 73995 




Digitized by 



Google 



